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Abstract  
  

The purpose of this bachelor’s thesis is to analyse how the American adult cartoon sitcom 

South Park (Parker & Stone, 1997) is criticising Donald J. Trump and his presidential 

campaign through the use of satire and the relative tools of satire. The show prominently 

features arguably bizarre plotlines and themes, with usually unexpected outcomes. The 

subject South Park and satire, both together and separated, has a fair share of previous 

research in articles and literature. However, South Park’s well-known, sharp, ruthless and 

absurd satire, in this case, towards Donald J. Trump has shown to be rather under-researched, 

probably due to the topic being still relatively fresh. Therefore, looking at how South Park 

effectively uses one of their own original characters, Mr. Garrison, to represent and satirise 

Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign is motivated. The thesis is limited to only 

analysing two episodes from South Park season 19 (S19E02 & S19E08) and South Park 

season 20 including all ten episodes. South Park episodes does most of the times have two to 

three plot lines running simultaneously, thus this thesis also imitates itself to only analyse and 

focus on satire towards Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign, and not analysing, for 

example the internet troll controversy based story, known as Skankhunt42.   

  

To be able to do a satirical analysis, this bachelor’s thesis has on forehand established a 

theory on what satire is, before analysing the satire. This is due to the term satire being a very 

loose and complex term, difficult to determine and encapsulate.   

  

This bachelor’s thesis is the result of a satirical analysis the satire of South Park towards 

Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign, by uniquely using their original character 

Mr. Garrison to act as a satirical representation. It has through the analysis come to conclude 

that South Park as a show creates a solid satirisation throughout second, and eight episode of 

season 19, and every episode of season 20 until episode seven, Oh, Jeez!, where Donald J. 

Trump had only managed to become president-elect, but in the show, Mr. Garrison had 

actually become president. Making the satire redundant from that point.   
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1. Introduction  

In 1997, the two friends Trey Parker and Matt Stone premiered their first official episode of 

their new adult cartoon sitcom called South Park. The show’s first official episode was called 

Cartman Gets an Anal Probe and aired on Comedy Central on the 13th of August 1997. From 

that day on, South Park grew to become a controversial legend. The show has sparked 

discussions and debate regarding censorship, celebrities, religion and pretty much everything 

that can be criticised in our modern age society. As of 2017, the show is on its 21st season and 

has aired over 280 episodes (southparkstudios.com).    

  

What kind of TV show is South Park? South Park is an American produced, adult sitcom 

cartoon, mostly featuring social commentary towards our society and satire with bizarre plots. 

The main characters are the four children Stan Marsh, Kyle Broflovski, Eric Cartman and 

Kenny McCormick. The group of friends that somehow has more logic and sense than most 

adults in the show. The show takes place in the small town of South Park, in the state of 

Colorado. Usually, the episodes feature social commentary on a very current topic. For 

example: during the United States presidential election of 2012, which took place on the 6th 

of November between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney, South Park’s production company 

South Park Digital Studios released an episode featuring how Obama wins the election the 

day after Obama actually wins, on November 7th. The production company produces the 

show’s episodes in six days, which they explore in the short documentary 6 Days to Air 

(Bradford, 2011), and that is how they are able to make episodes that are about very current 

topics.   

  

In this essay, we the authors will analyse how South Park uses satire to make social 

commentary on Donald J. Trump’s presidential campaign in the 2016 United States 

presidential election. As South Park was about to air its 20th season, the 2016 presidential 

election was closing in and was already sparking a lot of controversy, mostly due to the 

elected candidate of the republican party, Donald J. Trump. He has been accused of being a 

sex offender, racist and being in denial of things as climate change (CNN.com). Many debates 

has also been based on scandals and verbal attacks, making one candidate seem less fitting 

than the other through social flaws, instead of mainly discussing political issues.    

  

Shows such as Saturday Night Live (1975) and The Late Show with Stephen Colbert (2015) 

has continuously made social commentary and satire on specially Donald J. Trump both 

before and after he won the presidential election. Arguably, the satire on late night TV is 

rather family friendly compared to South Park which is for a more mature audience due to its 

vulgar and bizarre humour. South Park’s status may be seen as unserious or just a load of 

toilet humour and no real satire at all, depending whom you ask.   

  

South Park is a show that already has its fair share of research. There is research about the 

philosophy of South Park, satire, censorship and the shows influence on children in terms of 

vulgar language and violence, and much more. Of course, the research on South Park varies, 

but we could not seem to find anything regarding South Park’s take on the recent events of 

the 2016 Trump presidential campaign. Also, the subject is still relatively fresh, with the 
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election taking place only a year ago, as of the writing of this essay, and the Trump 

controversies only a few years earlier. South Park also satirises Donald J. Trump in a rather 

unusual way, depicting one of their own characters to represent Donald J. Trump.   

  

1.1 Purpose of this Thesis  

In this study, we will analyse all episodes from season 20 of South Park, and two episodes 

from season 19 that features satire on Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign. The 

chosen episodes from season 20 are episodes one to ten, which all features satire on the 

Trump-campaign to some extent, but some more than other episodes. For example: in season  

20’s second episode Skank Hunt (S20E02), the only satire regarding the Trump-campaign is a 

short sequence of two citizens verbally arguing whether the Giant Douche (Trump) or the 

Turd Sandwich (Clinton) is most fitting for president.   

 

We have noticed there are different perceptions about South Park and its satire among some 

authors, mostly due to South Park being very bizarre, vulgar, and could even be considered 

tasteless in its way of satirising and doing social commentary. The show is not afraid to start 

pointing fingers at the faults in our societies. South Park is no stranger to satirising politicians 

and presidents, both previous presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush have been 

depicted and satirised in South Park before. Therefore, analysing South Park’s take on Donald 

J. Trump should be more than interesting.   

  

● How is Donald J. Trump and his road to presidency being satirised in the show?   

● How is an already current South Park character effectively being used to satirise 

Donald J. Trump?  

● Does the satire of South Park fit the frames of our established theory on satire and its 

related terms; parody, irony, pastiche, and caricature?  

  

The creators, Matt Stone and Trey Parker, has chosen to use one of their own original 

characters from the show to satirise Donald J. Trump: Mr. Garrison. An elementary school 

teacher in the town of South Park. Therefore, it is interesting to analyse satire whereas an 

original character has been turned into a puppet for representation.   

 

1.2 Previous research  

We have been looking through research databases, internet searching and furthermore and, as  

expected, found a relatively large amount of previous research on South Park and satire. 

However, we struggled to find anything on how South Park has been satirising the 

presidential election of 2016. It could be because it is still a relatively fresh controversial 

topic, and South Park is not a relatively new show. It is simply known to have very sharp-like 

satire and social commentary. We have found some related previous research regarding satire, 

politics and other subjects of likeness.  

  

Often times studies related to South Park have a lot to do with satire, because it is a very 

satirical show. A lot of the research look at audience reactions and how South Park itself has 
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gotten criticism from the topics they choose to satirise or do parody on (see chapter 3.1 for 

differencing satire and parody). A good example of this is in the article The Politics of 

Animation: South Park (Merin & Quibley 2000), which talks about the influence the show has 

on the Australian youth. It also discusses how the creators were blamed for making a show for 

children where bad language is used, and grotesque humour is exposed to children. The 

creators, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, themselves has claimed that the show is indeed not for 

children, it is for adults to view. It can however be misleading, since the show is animated, 

and children can be drawn to animated shows, more so the main characters in the show are 

also children. This debate was however at its most current back in year 1999-2000. The article 

raised an argument that parents should actually talk to their children and interact with them 

about what they see and hear, and not blame the TV for being a bad babysitter. (Merin & 

Quimbley, 2000). In the South Park movie: South Park: Bigger Longer & Uncut (Parker & 

Stone, 1999), one of the main pillars in the plot is about how mothers take action against 

vulgar Canadian television which they believe have a very bad influence on their children. It 

is sort of self-referential to how parents started to act out against South Park itself, that the 

creators made it part of the plot in their movie, satirising the controversy, if you will.   

  

Other research argues that South Park uses satire in many different ways, which the article  

Satire and Geopolitics: Vulgarity, Ambiguity and the Body Grotesque in South Park 

(Thorogood, 2016) explores further. In this article, Thorogood examines South Park, and 

argues how South Park uses more traditional satire to simplify the most complex political 

issues to the most basic condition possible. How poor people and the powerful will always be 

equal on some levels through our bodies. We all have bodies with the same bodily functions 

and needs. We all have to use the bathroom, eat, and sweat etcetera. The paper concludes that 

South Park uses body grotesque to remove the difference between high and low culture. By 

doing so it contests geopolitical debates by showing that all people share a lot of corporeal 

vulnerabilities. South Park does not align itself with an ideology or politics. Using body 

grotesque shows that geopolitics should not only focus on humour that has to do with 

geopolitics but also focus on the vulgarity that affects people worldwide. This study is 

relevant to our study in the way that it is about South Park and how the show uses satire to 

critique and comment on current events, and how the humour on the show is used to simplify 

to reach out to a larger audience.   

  

Contentious Language: South Park and the Transformation of Meaning (Schulzke, 2012) is 

an article in how South Park uses satire and criticism to show how language can change, and 

how something that was once offensive towards a certain group of people, can change and 

become offense to another group, or not offensive at all. It is a good article in that it analyses 

how South Park can use satire to try to make a point in how the world works and how it can 

change. It is relevant to our study as we are analysing how South Park uses satire as well. It is 

interesting to see this author’s take on how South Park uses satire is, and how we can use that 

in how we see it, even though the topics are relatively different. South Park often uses 

language to prove a point, and transform the meaning of words, for example in season 20 the 

two presidential candidates are given the names Turd Sandwich and Giant Douche, and 

through that changing our perception of them, and the meaning of the names.  
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As mentioned earlier, there is a large amount of research and articles about South Park. Some 

examples of these are:  

Beyond a Cutout World: Ethnic Humor and Discursive Integration in South Park  

(Sienkiewicz & Marx, 2009), which is about how South Park uses ironic ethnic humour.  The 

author of the article suggests that the use of racist humour has to be in context with mass 

media and that the show challenges political correctness.  

  

Lessons from South Park: A Comic Corrective to Environmental Puritanism (Stewart & 

Clark, 2011), this article analyses South Park’s take on radical environmentalists (and their 

opponents) by studying the satire of three episodes from South Park from two perspectives:  

Kenneth Burke’s comic frame and Alfred Kazin’s analysis of populism.   

  

Going Native (Maile, 2017), an article about one episode of South Park. The episode is about 

how one of the side characters, “Butters”, finds out that his family has Hawaiian roots after 

researching into his explicable anger. Butters however, is Caucasian. The author of this article 

with the same name as the episode, studies how the episodes satirises settler colonialism in 

Hawaii.  

  

The (re)shaping of South Park’s Humour Through Literary References (Pajovic, 2014), is 

about South Park and the references and parodies it makes of books and other works of 

literature. It analyses how the show takes these famous works of literature and makes it its 

own, by either making a parody of it or reference it, often in order to satire a topical event.   

  

A couple of articles that was not about South Park but rather about satire in general is Stephen  

Colbert: Great Satirist, or Greatest Satirist Ever? (Combre, 2015) and A Dialogue on Satire 

News and the Crisis of Truth in Postmodern Television (Jones & Baym, 2010). They both are 

about how satire makes people think and how it uses humour to criticise. Both of these also 

discuss Stephen Colbert, and how he uses satire in his talk shows, mainly in his old show, The  

Colbert Report (Comedy Central, 2005). Stephen Colbert has in recent time not been keen on 

Donald J. Trump, satirising him and his government to the ground in nearly each intro 

monologue in his talk show The Late Night Show With Stephen Colbert (CBS, 2015). A 

similarity Stephen Colbert has (and other late night shows), is that they follow up 

controversial events as they go.   

  

The research field around South Park mainly focuses on the satire in the show. How it is used, 

why it is used, when it is used, etcetera. They also focus a lot on the tools the show uses, if it 

is through the body, literature, or through a philosophical perspective. We did not manage to 

find much on how they satirise and criticise a person during a long period of time, or about 

what, in the show, that is satire.   
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2. Method of Analysis  

In this study, we will analyse all episodes from season 20 of South Park, and two episodes 

from season 19 that features satire on Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign. The 

chosen episodes from season 20 are episodes one to ten, which all features satire on the 

Trump-campaign to some extent, but some more than other episodes. For example: in season  

20’s second episode Skank Hunt (S20E02), the only satire regarding the Trump-campaign is a 

short sequence of two citizens verbally arguing whether the Giant Douche (Trump) or the 

Turd Sandwich (Clinton) is most fitting for president.   

  

We will use our theory on satire as a starting point for the analysis (see chapter 3. Theory on 

Satire), whereas we have concluded what the terms satire, irony, parody and also pastiche 

means. Since the term satire is difficult to state and one has to understand what satire really 

means before using it in an analysis. We will also have differed the terms for the sake of a 

proper analysis. Thus, we can in this thesis analyse South Park’s satirisation on Donald J. 

Trump and draw parallels to real controversies regarding Donald J. Trump and his 

presidential campaign. First, we go through the events of episodes two and eight of season 19, 

then go through season 20 as a whole and not episode by episode, featuring only the satire and 

social commentary on Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign. Note that we will not 

discuss whether the social commentary fits our frames of the theory on satire continuously 

throughout the main analysis (chapter 4. Main Analysis), but begin discussing it in chapter 5. 

Discussing the Satire. In the main analysis, we will only discuss the events of the episodes 

together with how the satire is parallel to the real controversies regarding Donald J. Trump 

and his presidential campaign.  

 

2.1 Problems of Method   

A problem of our method may occur when using our own established theory on satire. Reason 

being, as being mentioned in chapter 3. Theory on Satire, the word “satire” is a very loose 

term which is hard to determine. Therefore, we are establishing a theory on what satire is, its 

tools and where it is used. The ‘problem’ however, is that a lot of previous research on satire 

has gone the same path of first establishing the theory before jumping in to the analysis itself, 

which leads to not all may agree on our theory, compared to their own theory on what satire is 

and means.   

  

Another minor problem is that we intentionally do not cover completely everything that is 

related to Donald J. Trump, his campaign or the election in general in the selected South Park 

episodes. We handpick the most crucial events and details, such as debates, behaviour, looks 

etcetera. The reason for this is that the analysis would risk becoming overwhelming, losing its 

core purpose and evolving in to an analysis on South Park’s satire on the election as a whole, 

when we are only focusing on the satire towards Donald J. Trump and his presidential 

campaign. This could cause the analysis to seem incomplete, but is rather for the sake of 

keeping it consistent.   
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2.2 Materials  

As mentioned in chapter 2.0 Method of Analysis, a selection of episodes from South Park is 

part of the materials used. The episodes are from season 19 and 20 and are:  

  

South Park Season 19:  

“Where My Country Gone” (S19E02)  

“Sponsored Content” (S19E08)  

  

South Park Season 20:  

“Member Berries” (S20E01)  

“Skank Hunt” (S20E02)  

“The Damned” (S20E03)  

“Wieners out” (S20E04)  

“Douche and a Danish” (S20E05)  

“Fort Collins” (S20E06)  

“Oh, Jeez” (S20E07)  

“Members Only” (S20E08)  

“Not Funny” (S20E09)  

“The End of Serialization as We Know It” (S20E10)  

  

Season 20 does not only feature satire and social commentary on the presidential election and 

campaigns, the season also features a story on internet trolls, but it has nothing to do with our 

analysis. Therefore, we have to filter out each episode and only focus on the presidential 

campaign and not get side-tracked. Every episode in season 20 features the presidential 

campaign to some extent, some more than others. There are two episodes in season 19 that 

extensively features satire on Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign, more so how it 

all began, and it would not make sense to not feature this in our analysis.   

  

In this analysis, the use of pictures can be experienced as something quite recurring. The 

reason for this is because when something or someone is satirised, one should have to be able 

to see the visual satirisation to experience the satire as a whole. Unless the satire is only 

through audio. For example, trying to explain the difference between a regular character and a 

Canadian in South Park is just not possible for someone who has never seen the show.  

    

3. Theory on Satire  

If you search the word satir (Swedish for satire) in the Swedish National Encyclopedia, satire 

is defined as (translated from Swedish):  

 

Satire is not meant to be a definite genre, but a work in any form that has a satirical attitude, 

in the present time often the revue or cabaret (on stage but also in radio and television). 

Satire can be an effective means of opinion formation, but with its timebound talks, it easily 

loses its comprehension. (ne.se) 
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As the Swedish National Encyclopedia informs, there is a rather major problem about satire: 

satire is a very loose and complex term, difficult to encapsulate and determine. We follow 

what has been done in previous research of satire and begin by establishing our own theory on 

what satire is before jumping into the analysis of the South Park episodes.   

  

We establish our theory that satire is a mode, and should not be seen as a category, but rather 

an expression. The mode of satire can be used to describe a variety of work in various media, 

that has certain common characteristics (Hodgard (2010[1969]). The characteristics may vary, 

but has similarities, as Hodgard writes in his book Satire Origins and Principles “...the 

employment in speaking or writing, of sarcasm, irony, ridicule, erc., in denouncing, exposing, 

or deriding vice, folly, abuses or evils of any kind…” (p.7). The mode of satire is therefore a 

way of criticising, through ridicule, often, but not always with humorous aspects. The mode 

of satire appears in various types of media, such as television, film, art and even on radio 

programs (Johan Nilsson, 2013). As an example on how satire can vary from the usual art, 

television and film: there is a Swedish radio program called Tankesmedjan (2010) that does 

rhetorical satire on very current topics. The (usually) three radio hosts each present an 

international viral news topic and present it in a satiristic mode. The hosts then discuss the 

matter using irony and sometimes parody (see sub-chapter 3.1 Parody and Irony? What is the 

Difference?) in their rhetorical work.   

  

Matthew A. Henry states the conclusion that satire is used “...to provoke thought and raise 

questions about serious social ills” (p. 8) in his book The Simpsons, Satire, and American 

Culture (2012). Meaning that satire is used to go against and challenge the ideologies that are 

the most dominant in our society, and to question and criticise those in political power. He 

claims that the most general aim of satire is “...to simultaneously evoke laughter and provoke 

thought” (p.9). That statement is not completely true, even though most agree that satire is a 

comedic tool, it does not have to be funny or comedic, as discussed in the book Satire TV: 

Politics and Comedy in the Post-Network Era (Gray, Jones & Thompson, 2009). “The 

purpose of satire is not negativity but positive change” (p.12). Satire is there to criticise, 

provoke thought, and induce change. A definition of satire they claim to be useful is:  

  
Verbal aggression in which some aspect of historical reality is exposed to ridicule. It is a 

mode of aesthetic expression that relates to historical reality, involves at least implied 

norms against which a target can be exposed as ridiculous, and demands the pre-existence 

or creation of shared comprehension and evaluation between satirist and audience (p.12).  

  

This definition highlights that the most important parts of satire, especially political satire, is 

the verbal attack and that the attack passes judgement on what it is they are attacking. With 

that satire can observe a weakness in social norms and values, making the audience awake of 

these norms, and makes them think about it. Satire is used for social commentary, and makes 

it possible to do in a wider sense, because it can be used to attack those in power or pass 

judgement on them, in an entertaining way, that is more playful than aggressive.   
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The satire is used to simplify the issues seen in the real world. It uses tools of satire, in 

pastiche and caricature, but mostly it simplifies in a way that the common viewer will 

understand the criticisms in the episodes. The satire uses ridicule and humour to get the points 

across, and thus making it more relatable and easier to understand.   

  

3.1 Parody and Irony? What is the difference?  

There are two other terms that problematizes how to define satire: parody and irony. Since 

they can unwantedly be easily mixed up from a theoretical, and rhetorical point of view.  

From our research we have come to the conclusion that the biggest difference between parody 

and satire is that parody makes fun of, and criticises, a work of art, a movie, a song, a book 

etcetera. Parody needs to have something to work from, it needs a base genre (Gray, 2006). 

Satire criticise, usually with a humorous tone (but not necessarily), real world issues and 

people, it can usually be seen as a form of social commentary.   

  

Here is an example on parody: In 1991, the Seattle based grunge band Nirvana released their 

famous record Nevermind, featuring their most successful song Smells Like Teen Spirit 

(Rolling Stone Magazine). The following year, the renowned humorous musical artist Weird  

Al Yankovic released (by the approval of Nirvana) his parody song called Smells Like 

Nirvana, which is a parody of the original Nirvana song. Along with the song, Weird Al 

released a music video, aesthetically, much like the original but a much more bizarre theme 

and comedic lyrics. This falls into the frames of the term parody perfectly, because it is not 

really any social commentary. Weird Al simply twists the original song and makes fun of the 

grunge sound. He sings “It's unintel-ligible, I just can't get it through my skull. It’s hard to 

bargle nawdle zouss with all these marbles in my mouth” (“Weird Al” Yankovic, 1992), 

sounding much like the original Nirvana verse. To conclude parody, there is an interesting 

statement in the book Watching with The Simpsons: Television, Parody and intertextuality 

(Gray, 2006) that says:  

  
Parody is often confused with satire or with pastiche, but neither of these forms shares 

parody’s interest in a genre’s form and conventions. Parody can be satiric, but pure satire 

bypasses concerns of form and aims straight at content, whereas pastiche alludes to form 

and/ or content, but with no critical comment on either.   

  

Now, we will define the term irony. Irony is defined by the Swedish National Encyclopedia as 

the author’s way by saying something but meaning the absolute opposite, and expecting the 

audience to understand his original context (ne.se). Imagine showing up to work one morning 

and hearing from your co-worker “Great football game last night...” with a low tone in his/her 

voice. Not mattering if you have watched last night's game yourself or not, you can easily pull 

the conclusion that the game last night probably did not end too well if you are familiar with 

how irony works and the rhetorical personality of your co-worker. However, irony can still be 

in use without saying one thing and meaning the opposite. In its use of satire, irony can be 

overstatements as well. For example, in season 19, Mr. Garrison admits that he has no idea 

what things such as the law, or basic ideological concepts. And seeing how Mr. Garrison 

grows to become a satirical representation of Donald J. Trump, the show shows irony towards 

Donald J. Trump.   
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3.2 But Wait, There’s More. Pastiche!   

There is another term that needs to be defined: pastiche. Pastiche is sort of an imitation of 

another artist’s previous work, without any further reason to criticise and can be seen as a 

homage, if you will (Gray, Jones & Thompson, 2009). Pastiche and parody can easily be 

mistaken for one another, they do however differ quite a lot. They both utilise a source of art 

or theme to work from, but have different points of outcome. As mentioned in previous 

subchapter 3.1 Parody and Irony? What is the Difference?, parody is meant to make fun of a 

piece of work, both with the intention to criticise, and not. Pastiche however, as mentioned, 

can be a homage without any reason to criticise, but like parody it needs to work from 

something. The term pastiche has been (just as satire) established in more than one way. 

Literature critic and post-modernist Fredric Jameson explains his theory in his text 

Postmodernism and Consumer Society this way:   

  
“Both pastiche and parody involve the imitation or, better still, the mimicry of other styles 

and particularly of the mannerisms and stylistic twitches of other styles”. (p. 1034, 1983)    

  

Jameson is as mentioned a post-modernist, criticising the capitalistic society that it is not 

thinking and creating in new and different ways. That is his theory on pastiche and not ours. 

Our theory is more in common with Gray’s, Jones’ and Thompson’s theory as mentioned 

above.  

  

A prime example of pastiche is the popular show produced by Netflix called Stranger Things 

(M. Duffer & R. Duffer, 2016) and is more or less a homage to a lot of films that were 

produced in the 1980s and can therefore be considered pastiche. The story and mise-en-scène 

in Stranger Things are on several occasions almost spot-on alike to films such as E.T. The 

Extra-Terrestrial (Spielberg, 1982), A Nightmare on Elm Street (Craven, 1984) and Stand by 

Me (Reiner, 1986) to mention a few.   

  

   

  
To the left, Figure 1. Stranger Things (2016). To the right, Figure 2. E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial (1982).  

  

At the end of the first episode in the first season of Stranger Things, the children in the show 

finds “El” (short for eleven), and realises that El is no ordinary child. The scene is almost 

identical to the scene in E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial where the children finds the 

extraterrestrial, “E.T”. Stranger Things creators Matt Duffer and Ross Duffer have through 

interviews confessed their homage to the Spielberg-film(s) and King-books among others 

(hollywoodreporter.com).   
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3.3 Caricature  

South Park often represent and depicts celebrities in the show’s episodes, however, before 

each episode plays there is a text stating that all characters in the show are fictional, even 

though the show uses the real names or artist names of the celebrities. When represented and 

depicted, South Park uses the satirical tool of caricature. In South Park season 19 and 20, a 

representation of Caitlyn Jenner is featured, who has been depicted as with an uneven face 

and with a sloppy tongue always sticking out. Nilsson defines caricature in his doctoral 

dissertation to be more appealing to the broad audience due to its simple techniques. A 

common type of caricature is by satirically overstating looks and behaviour with a person or 

character. “It often involves a distortion of some aspect of a person's physiognomy, such as 

the exaggeration of a particular body part” (Nilsson, 2013). For instance, if you do a simple 

Google search for “Barack Obama Caricature”, painted pictures of Barack Obama is shown. 

On most pictures, he is featured with very overstated ears and teeth. The work of caricature is 

in motion here, and is an effective tool for the work of satire.   

3.4 The Tools of Satire   

Satire uses a few tools to get its point across. It uses the mentioned terms parody, irony, 

pastiche, and caricature (not necessarily simultaneously) in order to ridicule and criticise its 

victims. Satire needs to provoke thought in the audience, so the audience will understand what 

is being criticised and thus understands the satirist's point(s). Satire also often simplifies 

complex issues, for example politics, and makes them easier to understand, so the audience 

will understand the criticism in a better and easier way. In season 20 of South Park, the 

writers used several of the tools of satire, for example making parallels between evil 

characters of fiction with Donald J. Trump to make the audience think of him as evil, or 

would be unfitting as president. They also ridicule Donald J. Trump’s appearance and 

behaviour, so the audience will understand how the way he acts is unsuitable for a president.  

 

3.5 Summary of Satire 

To summarise what satire is: satire is used to criticise, often (but not necessarily) through 

ridicule and humour, of a real-life event or person. It can use its relative tools: parody, irony, 

pastiche, and caricature to get its point(s) across. The term satire is used to describe when 

these previously mentioned tools are in motion to criticise a real-life person or event etcetera. 

 

The difference between our theory on satire, and other authors’ theories (see chapter 1.2 

Previous Research) are that our satire states that satire is clearly only used to criticise real life 

persons or events. While, in our research, we found that authors do not clearly state what they 

believe satire to be. 

    

4. Main Analysis  

The analysis will be in chronological order of the episodes. As mentioned earlier, South Park 

Digital Studios has a production time of estimated one week per episode (Bradford, 2011), 

making each episode very up-to-date on recent topics. During the Trump campaign, it was no 

different. In fact, the Trump campaign was so controversial, that South Park featured social 
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commentary on the campaign and the election to some extent in every episode of season 20. 

We will not go through each episode, but rather go through the most critical events and dive 

more into each of the events in chronological order. For instance, we would rather analyse the 

presidential debate between Mr. Garrison (Trump) and Hillary Clinton than going in-depth of 

what the voters are saying in a segment of an episode.   

4.1 The Donald Enters South Park  

Our analysis starts in the local pub of South Park. A man is accompanied by two friends, 

enjoying beer together. After hearing his president talk about tolerance in their great nation of 

the United States, the man bursts out in anger, and starts to argue how illegal immigrants are 

ruining their great country. Using his rhetorical skills successfully, the man then rose to 

power, promising genocide. The man is Mr. Garrison, an elementary school teacher in the 

small town of South Park.   

  

In the second episode of season 19, Where My Country Gone?, a character with many 

similarities to Donald J. Trump is introduced. In the episode, the town of South Park is a new 

sanctuary for Canadian immigrants, who are escaping their own country due to their new 

ruling president. The president does not have a given a name, but he has golden hair, a nice 

suit, and is acting in an outrageous manner, much like Donald J. Trump himself. This is the 

starting point of our analysis, and South Park’s satire on the Trump campaign starts in this 

very episode.   

  

  
Figure 3. The Canadian president.  

  

Donald J. Trump himself has talked a lot about building a wall on the border between the 

United States and Mexico (bbc.com). The Canadian president in the show has built a wall 

between Canada and the United States of America, making the parallels between the Canadian 

president and Donald J. Trump more apparent. After an outrageous tantrum, Mr. Garrison 

goes on to proclaim that he will “fuck them all to death”, mainly referring to Canadian 

immigrants, but also immigrants in general. Mr. Garrison has now gone on to holding political 

rallies, promoting himself and his motto “fuck them all to death” and promising to make “this 

country great again” by building a wall. During a live television interview, Mr. Garrison is 

informed that Canada has already built a wall. In another outrage, he yells “they can’t do 

that!”, he travels to the Canadian border, only to find the big wall there, and a Canadian man 

sitting on top of it. The Canadian man tells them they cannot get in, because the Canadian 

government is afraid they will commit crimes. The Canadian also tells them they do have “a 

lot of really cool stuff back there”. Mr. Garrison gets angry, and curious, but he cannot get 
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past the wall, so he instead goes over the border in a barrel tumbling down the Niagara Falls. 

Back in South Park a Canadian man tells the story of how this unnamed person became the 

Canadian president. 

 

There were several candidates during the Canadian elections. One of them was this brash 

asshole who just spoke his mind. He didn't really offer any solutions, he just said 

outrageous things. we... thought it was funny. Nobody really thought he'd ever be President. 

It was a joke! But we just let the joke go on for too long. He kept gaining momentum, and 

by the time we were all ready to say "Okay, let's get serious now. Who should really be 

President?" he was already being sworn into office. We weren't paying attention. We 

weren't paying attention! (Canadian man, South Park, Where My Country Gone?) 

 

This speech can be seen as satire on how Donald J. Trump was like during his early election 

days in 2015. For example, in his Presidential Announcement Speech, he bragged about his 

great trade deals with China, and how it is bad that Syria built a hotel (time.com). During 

Donald J. Trump’s early campaign days many believed he would not be elected president 

(theguardian.com) since he said many outrageous things. The speech talks about how they all 

thought the Canadian president was a joke, much like how Donald J. Trump was seen in the 

early days by the public, but yet the Canadian man won, making Canada a dystopia. Since the 

Canadian president is South Park’s version of how Donald J. Trump would be as president, 

the whole episode is satire on Donald J. Trump and social commentary on how the United 

States of America would become if he wins the election.   

  

Mr. Garrison ends up in a unspecified Canadian city which seems to be abandoned. He walks 

across the streets, which are covered in dirt, crashed cars, and old newspapers. The only other 

person he sees is a crying Canadian on top of a tall building, who suddenly jumps to his death. 

Mr. Garrison then finds a big tower in which the president resides. The tower is filled with a 

lot of escalators, escalators everywhere. These escalators being a reference to the escalator 

ride Donald J. Trump took down to announce his presidential campaign in Trump Tower 

(abcnews.go.com). Donald J. Trump lived in Trump Tower in Manhattan before he was 

president(idesignarch.com), hence why the Canadian president also lives in one, so the 

similarities between the Canadian president and Donald J. Trump becomes more apparent.   

  

On top of the tower he finds the president dancing to the Canadian new-wave band Men 

Without Hats, more specifically to the song Safety Dance (1982). Things soon get 

troublesome, mostly for the Canadian president, as he suddenly gets sexually assaulted by Mr. 

Garrison. More so, he gets sexually assaulted and beaten to the point of death. After this, 

coming back to South Park, Mr. Garrison decides to run for presidency, stating that he simply 

believes that his policies work to “get things done”, also known as “fucking them all do 

death”.    
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Figure 4. Mr. Garrison’s second speech in South Park. No visual 

references to Donald J. Trump other than the dark suit can be seen here.  

  

4.2 Who is Really Acting the Donald?  

Now, Mr. Garrison is arguably acting Donald J. Trump. Behaviour-wise in the world of 

politics, he is undeniably a recreation of the Donald J. Trump we see and hear in the news, but 

gradually gets visually more apparent. In Mr. Garrison’s first speech to his followers, he 

admits (note that this is before Mr. Garrison sexually assaulted the Canadian president to 

death):  

 

“I may not understand politics, or immigration policies, or erm, the law, or basic 

ideological concepts. But dammit, I understand there’s a bunch of Canadians here and I’m 

gonna do something about it!”. (S19E02) 

  

This can be seen as an overly apparent satirisation by the creators that Donald J. Trump also 

does not know either what things such as basic ideological concepts are, since Mr. Garrison 

now acts as a replaced depiction. In this speech the creators make it clear that Mr. Garrison 

has no political experience, just like Donald J. Trump (thoughtco.com).  

  

In episode eight of season 19, we see Mr. Garrison again after a few episodes of absence.  Mr. 

Garrison is in a political debate with Hillary Clinton, whom has been depicted with a big 

bottom. The subject of matter in the debate is Syrian refugees. Clinton begins to state that she 

believes that keeping their country safe has gradually become more difficult, but she gets 

interrupted by Mr. Garrison who tells her to “shut the hell up”. He then verbally attacks her, 

stating that she has got a big bottom and “seven chins”. This being a satirical take on Donald  

J. Trump’s debate manners, where he time and time again interrupts his opponents during 

debates, only to say “wrong” (time.com), denying his opponents statements. He follows that 

by saying that Syrian refugees “are all terrorists”, and the real Donald J. Trump is no stranger 

to throwing verbal insults. (Washington Post). Regarding the statement of Syrian refugees, 

this could easily be parodic and to a point, overstated satire on Donald J. Trump saying “they  

[Syrian refugees] could be ISIS” during one of his campaign speeches (MSNBC). Both 

through behaviour and mannerisms, Mr. Garrison cannot be mistaken to be a satirisation from 

the way Donald J. Trump debates: by insulting his opponents and painting refugees and 

immigrants as terrorists or rapists (CNN). However, the looks do not exactly follows (yet), as 

in Mr. Garrisons second speech to his followers, the only resemblance still is the dark suit 
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with a red tie. Mr. Garrison then ends the debate by stating that there is only one way to deal 

with Syrian refugees and the audience cheers “fuck them all to death!”, which later becomes 

Mr. Garrisons campaign motto throughout his campaign to presidency. This can be compared 

to Donald J. Trump’s campaign motto “make America great again”.   

4.3 The Campaign Days  

With season 19 behind us, we jump into season 20, where in each and every episode there is 

satire towards the ongoing election and the Trump campaign in every episode to some extent. 

In the first episode of season 20, Member Berries, Mr. Garrison returns as a presidential 

candidate. He is now featured with a bad spray tan on his face, poking fun of the orange 

nature of Donald J. Trump’s complexion.   

          

Mr. Garrison is from here on referred to as “Giant Douche” and Hillary Clinton as “Turd  

Sandwich”. This being a call back to a previous South Park episode, Douche and Turd 

(S08E08) airing in 2004. The episode Douche and Turd, was centred around the school voting 

for a new mascot, either a giant douche, or a turd sandwich. Something one of the main 

characters Stan Marsh did not care for, because they are both mutually bad. Stan reflects on it 

in the episode, saying: “ I learned that I'd better get used to having to pick between a douche 

and a turd sandwich because it's usually the choice I'll have”, the point of the episode being 

that a douche and a turd sandwich are bad candidates, and you might not want to vote for 

either one of them, but sometimes you have no choice and just have to vote for the lesser of 

the two evils. By referring to the candidates by these names it can change how we perceive 

them. Using language to satirise and create a new image of them, so that the audience will 

easier understand that the candidates are both being satirised (Schulzke, 2012).   

  

It is shown that Mr. Garrison is leading in the polls, something Clinton is reacting to in a 

calm, civilised manner, while Mr. Garrison is partying and getting drunk with Caitlyn Jenner. 

This can be seen as a satirisation that Donald J. Trump was probably in some kind of ecstasy 

during the times when the polls were pointing to his favour. Mr. Garrison soon comes to the 

conclusion that neither he, or Jenner, has got a solid enough plan if he actually becomes 

president. He tells Jenner: “Are you tellin' me that we're about to be voted into office and we 

have no idea what the fuck we're gonna do!?”. Mr. Garrison realises things might become 

very difficult for him, “Oh jeez.”   

  

Mr. Garrison then guests on a talk show called Commander in Chief Forum. The show is 

hosted by a character named Matt, who introduces the talk show by saying “Back now with 

the commander in chief forum, I am joined by the republican nominee, a Giant Douche”. This 

confirms that Mr. Garrison is in fact the republican nominee. Up until now we have only been 

able to conclude that he is republican due to him debating against Hillary Clinton, who is the 

democratic nominee after winning the nominee election against Bernie Sanders. Mr. Garrison 

is then asked about his plan in presidency. He plays it off like he has a plan, as if he knows 

exactly what he is doing, satirising Donald J. Trump’s endless confidence in campaign 

speeches and press conferences through ridicule. The host, Matt, asks him about his plan to  
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“fuck them all to death”, something Mr. Garrison claims he never said, “all of them”. In a 

neutral manner, Matt responds with “let’s roll the tape on that”. A compilation video of Mr. 

Garrison saying he will sexually assault all immigrants, prisoners, drug pushers, Syrians, and 

terrorists, to death is played. Which is about 7.6 million people, according to Matt, to which 

Mr. Garrison responds to that he will of course follow through on these promises. As he says 

it: “I mean, I’m not gonna just get elected, you know, and look like a jackass!”   

Donald J. Trump has on more than one occasion denied saying certain things (BBC News).  

This however does not give us the impression that Mr. Garrison is rhetorically imitating 

Donald J. Trump, only a satirisation of that Donald J. Trump is in some kind of denial, and 

can easily be proven wrong by simply just “rolling the tape”. Mr. Garrison’s calm manner 

when proven wrong also does not seem to be on parallel with the behaviour of Donald J. 

Trump, who would probably instead try to silence the journalists or find something else to 

blame or discuss (CNN).   

  

  
Figure 5. Mr. Garrison with a poorly tanned face.   

  

After the talk show appearance, Mr. Garrison is discussing with his advisors about how to 

achieve his promises of “fucking them all to death”. His team has no good plans on how Mr. 

Garrison will successfully follow through on his campaign promise, and he complains that he 

just keeps going up in the polls. He comes to the conclusion that if he quits he will “look like 

a jackass”, but if he wins he will also “look like a jackass”. There is only one thing to do:  

make sure Hillary Clinton wins the election. Mr. Garrison and Caitlyn Jenner then tries to call 

around and lobby for votes for Hillary Clinton, but everyone they call only thinks Clinton “is 

a Turd Sandwich”, and does not want to vote for her. Mr. Garrison comes up with the one 

thing that he thinks will enrage people enough to not vote for him: to sit during the national 

anthem on live television during a football game. During the national anthem though, things 

do not go as planned. J.J Abrams has rebooted the national anthem, making it now okay to 

stand, sit, kneel, or do as you please during it, and you are still honouring the United States of 

America. Having failed his plan, Mr. Garrison bursts into outrage.  

  

It is then time for the last presidential debate between the republican and the democratic 

candidate before the election, between Mr. Garrison and Hillary Clinton. Before the debate 

begins, Hillary Clinton is being briefed by her advisors about what to expect from  Mr. 

Garrison and how to respond. Her advisors tell her to not believe a word Mr. Garrison says, 

and to only respond with “My opponent is a liar, and he cannot be trusted.” Something she 

takes very literally. Hillary has been accused, by both Donald J. Trump and others to be 
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corrupt and that other people are pulling her strings (fortune.com). This could be the writers’ 

way of satirising just that. As the debate begins, Mr. Garrison takes the opportunity to speak. 

He explains to everyone listening, that he has no idea what he is doing, and that he has no idea 

how he got so far in the election, that he should not be president, saying: “I will fuck this 

country up, beyond repair. I am a sick, angry little man. Please, if you care at all about the 

future of our country, vote for her.” Arguably, this segment can be seen as the creators talking 

directly to the viewers through Mr. Garrison. They being very against the thought of having 

Donald J. Trump as president. But that they also know that Hillary Clinton is not so very 

popular for a reason, as the following shows. Hillary Clinton responds to this exactly as her 

advisors told her to say: “My opponent is a liar and he cannot be trusted.”, denying what Mr. 

Garrison just said. Mr. Garrison tries to reason with her, telling her to be quiet, and again tries 

telling the people to vote for her, but she keeps on repeating herself. All happening on live 

television. The comments were made by Mr. Garrison appears more as commentary from the 

creators on how Donald J. Trump’s time as president will be, and what he will do with the 

country. The creators making Mr. Garrison say that Hillary Clinton would be a better 

president is their way of showing how Donald J. Trump’s campaign speeches might as well 

just be a way of trying to make Hillary Clinton president, by saying things to make people not 

vote for him, and therefore has to vote for her instead.   

  

In a bar in the town of South Park, the character Randy Marsh storms in. He is angry that 

people are considering voting for Mr. Garrison aka The Giant Douche. Stephen Stotch 

explains his reasoning why he is voting for him. He says people like him because he says 

what he feels, and he does not just sound like other politicians. It has been said that Donald J. 

Trump does not talk like a politician (edition.cnn.com), and through that makes the general 

population trust him more, and listen to what he says.   

  

Mr. Garrison is then at a rally where he speaks in front of thousands of people. He again tries 

to tell them that he is not a good fit to be president. He proclaims he has no idea on how to be 

president, that he is a “giant jackass”, and that he has made a mistake. It does not matter what 

he says, the audience still cheers him on, thinking he does not speak like a regular politician. 

Mr. Garrison tries to tell them of his past scandals and how he would try to sleep with 

Vladimir Putin if he was sent to negotiate with Russia. The people thinks he is honest and 

open, and thus cheer him on more, making him, yet again, very frustrated. The comment 

about Vladimir Putin and Russia is highlighting the comments Donald J. Trump has made 

about Russia and Vladimir Putin. He has been accused of having ties with Russia and being 

on very good terms with Vladimir Putin (uproxx.com).    

  

A couple of days later Mr. Garrison is getting advice from his advisor about a speech he is 

having. He is told he is down a bit in the polls, but he can maybe still win the swing states, but 

he should be careful about what he says, especially about women. Mr. Garrison takes this to 

heart, with an ominous look on his face.   

  

Mr. Garrison is presented up on a big stage, in the background being a huge American flag 

with the words “Make America Great Again” printed on it. He enters the stage with the 
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audience cheering “Douche! Douche! Douche!” He grabs the microphone and lights up a 

cigarette, and starts walking back and forth on the stage. Then he begins having a speech that 

is incredibly racist and sexist. Starting with complaining about long lines at the airport  

“...‘cause of all the freakin’ Muslims” and that all the TSA staff are black thugs and gang 

members. “At least they can tell the difference between Muslims and Mexicans, 'cause God 

knows I can't!” he says to a cheering audience. Then he starts to talk about women and 

sexually assaulting them.  

 

You know, I'm standin' there in line and you know what I do? I stick my finger in this 

chick's asshole, [applause and laughter] and she turns to me and says, "Hey, aren't you that 

guy that's running for President?" I say Yeah. She says "Why you got your finger in my 

ass?" I say "I'm just keeping it warm, honey, 'cause that chick next to you is way hotter and 

I'm gonna stick it in her clam”. 
 

 

Some audience members still cheer at this, but most of the women are starting to look angry 

and uncomfortable. He keeps talking about women until the women in the audience starts to 

leave, something he calls them out for. “I'm sorry, did I offend you? Where did I lose you, 

honey? You've been okay with the "fuck everyone to death," all the Muslim and Mexican shit, 

but fingers in the ass did it for ya?” More and more women leave, and some men, and Mr. 

Garrison keeps calling them out for being offended now, but not before, asking them where 

the line is. Donald J. Trump has said sexist comments towards women in the past. In 2005 he 

was recorded having a sexist conversation about women where he said: “You know, I’m 

automatically attracted to beautiful — I just start kissing them. It’s like a magnet. Just kiss. I 

don’t even wait. And when you’re a star, they let you do it. You can do anything. Grab ’em by 

the pussy. You can do anything.” (BBC News)  

  

Afterwards, Mr. Garrison is sitting with his team backstage, they all look tired and worried, 

while Mr. Garrison looks happy and pleased, enjoying some beer. The members of the team 

ask him what he is doing, and how he will fix this disaster of a speech, to which he just replies 

that he does not know, nor does he seem to care. They then tell him to go outside to address 

the crowd of supporters outside, whom seem to be furious with him. He wanders outside and 

proceeds to tell the crowd that the election is fixed, and that he was never going to win no 

matter what. This is referencing Donald J. Trump’s claims that the election was rigged in 

Hillary Clinton’s favour (independent.co.uk). The people do not buy it, saying he is not even 

trying, then they proceed to chase him through the streets. After managing to escape the horde 

of people for a second, he ends up in his old elementary school classroom, where he used to 

be a teacher. He takes over the class and tries to teach the class like nothing has changed, as if 

he never ran for president. His team finds him and drags him out of there. Somehow, he 

manages to escape and ends up walking alone in the rain, where he sees a meeting for people 

addicted to member berries, led by Randy Marsh. 

 

Member berries are nostalgia in a physical form, and if you eat them you become nostalgic, 

and yearn for the good old days. Mr. Garrison sits down and opens up to the group, crying 

about how he just wanted to get rid of all the immigrants, and how he told everyone he could 
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make the country great again, even though he did not have a plan. Randy Marsh keeps telling 

him it is not his fault, it is actually the member berries fault.   

 

He explains to Mr. Garrison that people want to go back, not forward: “Every great empire 

reaches a point where going backward can seem more appealing than forward. When the 

world is changing so fast it makes us yearn for the old ways, when life seemed simpler.” How 

the American people want to go back to how the country was, to make it great again. Not to 

embrace and explore new ideas or move on to the future. “You see, we all wanna go back to 

when we were kids. Simple ideas like a big man to protect us, keep us safe. Instead of a fresh 

new Star Wars we want the old, just recycled and plopped in our tummies.” They then come 

to the conclusion that J. J. Abrams and his nostalgic take on Star Wars Episode VII: The 

Force Awakens is to blame for the entire election.   

  

Randy Marsh and Mr. Garrison tries to find a way to destroy the member berries, but to no 

avail, they seem to be indestructible. If they find a way to destroy the member berries, they 

can stop the election and make America see reason and not vote for Mr. Garrison. They give 

up and they come up with a new plan: Have Mr. Garrison speak from the heart to the 

American people, and to no make the speech about himself, to which Mr. Garrison replies:  

“Well that’s just impossible”. He eventually agrees, for the future of the country.   

  

Mr. Garrison stands in front of a big crowd and starts his speech. He claims this is the last 

time they will ever hear from him, and then he explains why he started his political career.  

“When I started this campaign, I was saying a lot of shit because I was angry, and then I 

turned that anger into pushing buttons by more and more outrageous. Slowly, people started 

paying attention to me and I guess it made me feel powerful.” He tries to tell the people that 

actions have consequences, and that they have to vote against him in the election, thus 

proving that they as a nation wants to move forwards, not backwards.   

    

4.4 Victory! Now what?   

Despite Mr. Garrisons attempts to lose the election, he managed to win it anyway. There was 

an election party in the community centre, pictures of Hillary Clinton on the wall, along with 

banners saying, “Turd Sandwich 2016”, everyone is expecting her to win. Everybody looks 

tired, miserable, wasted to the point of throwing up. They are all watching the news, where 

the news anchor tells them that Mr. Garrison, the Giant Douche, has won the election. The 

anchor does not believe it himself, asking someone off screen: “We’re sure this is for real 

right?” Randy Marsh approaches the screen, screaming angrily “What have you done?! You 

maniacs!” As a man in the background shoots himself in the head. The news then cuts to Mr.  

Garrison’s acceptance speech. He has a blank look on his face and is talking in a monotone 

and emotionless manner. He says he will make the country great again, and finishes with “All 

my efforts this past week have paid off. And now, let's begin... fucking them all to death!”   

  

The creators, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, did not believe Donald J. Trump would win the 

election, as they discuss in the director’s commentary for season 20. They say they looked at 

the Las Vegas odds, which predicted that Hillary Clinton would win. When it was for certain 
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that Donald J. Trump won they were both in disbelief and had to rewrite the episode on very 

short notice.   

  

Randy Marsh then goes to Mr. Garrison’s house, and begins to furiously pound on the door. 

Caitlyn Jenner opens the door and says the president elect is tired, but Randy Marsh runs in 

anyway. Mr. Garrison sits on his couch, again with a blank look on his face. He speaks as if 

he has been brainwashed, he tells Randy Marsh he wants to sexually assault people to death, 

and that he changed his mind about running the country, he believes he can do it now. Caitlyn 

joins the conversation and says, “Maybe some people enjoy nostalgia and going back to what 

feels comfortable.” She then proceeds to throw up member berries all over Randy Marsh, who 

then starts agreeing with Mr. Garrison, now he also has a blank look on his face.   

  

Mr. Garrison is then getting ready to become president. Caitlyn Jenner enters a room, in 

which Mr. Garrison is sitting in a big machine. A song plays that is similar to the Star Wars: 

The Empire Strikes Back (Kershner, 1980) soundtrack: The Imperial March (Williams, 1980), 

and the machine Mr. Garrison is in has the same appearance as a machine the character Darth 

Vader, from Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, is in when he puts on his helmet. Mr. 

Garrison does not get a helmet in the machine, instead he gets a golden wig, completing his 

transformation in to Donald J. Trump. He turns to Caitlyn Jenner and asks her if he looks 

presidential, to which she replies that he looks 20 years younger. He then shows her his stank 

face. It is his face, but his lips are longer, and in more of a frown, he says he can use that face 

when he does not know what someone is talking about. The face makes Mr. Garrison’s facial 

expression look more like Donald J. Trump. This whole scene is more or less pastiche to the 

original scene in Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, where Darth Vader is seated in the 

same looking big machine, having his helmet put on. But since it is in a comedic show with 

purpose without criticising and making the audience laugh, it could be argued to be parody of 

the original Star Wars scene (more on this in chapter 5. Discussion). In the original scene, 

Admiral Piett approaches Darth Vader, informing him that their ships have sighted the  

Millennium Falcon, Han Solo’s cargo vessel which the Empire is in pursuit of. Despite South 

Park is an animated cartoon sitcom and Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back is not, the 

miseen-scène is very similar, with a dark and evil theme.   

  

A major difference is the rhetorical positions of the two characters in the (not so) different 

scenes. In the original Star Wars scene, Darth Vader is in a much more dominant position as 

the dialogue goes:   

  

Darth Vader: Yes, Admiral?  

  

Admiral Piett: Our ships have sighted the Millenium Falcon, my lord. But, it has 

entered an asteroid field and we cannot-  

  

D: Asteroids do not concern me, Admiral. I want that ship, and not excuses.   

  

A: Yes, lord.   
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Even if you are less interested in Star Wars, you would have had to live under a rock to have 

missed out that Darth Vader is a dominant, and evil villain. So is Mr. Garrison, but Caitlyn 

Jenner and Admiral Piett are on completely different levels here. Admiral Piett is in a 

subordinate position compared to his lord, Darth Vader. Caitlyn Jenner is Mr. Garrison’s 

running mate, asking her for advice such as “How do I look?” rather than ruling her. This puts 

Caitlyn Jenner on a somewhat even level as Mr. Garrison. Recreating the original Star Wars 

scene can be a way of painting Donald J. Trump as an evil character, also, Star Wars has been 

a recurring title throughout this season. As mentioned, it is J.J Abram’s new Star Wars film 

that is the cause of Mr. Garrison winning the election, because people feel comfort in the past, 

when times were simpler. Making America great again, is also a way to look back on the past, 

feeling nostalgic, only the way member berries could make you feel. “‘Member the Death 

Star? Ooh I ‘member!”   

  

The scene is also a way to simplify the character of Donald J. Trump in order for the creators 

to easier get the point across that Donald J. Trump is like Darth Vader. It uses the pastiche to 

reference Star Wars to make it easier for the audience to understand this. By seeing Mr. 

Garrison in a similar machine as Darth Vader it makes the audience think about how Donald 

J. Trump will be like. Satire is used to simplify more complex issues; the scene works with 

the simplification of Donald J. Trump and the parallel with Darth Vader.   

  

  

  
Figure 6. Mr. Garrison at the visual representation ultimatum. He is 

now  featured with the infamous Trump-like hair, along with the poor 

face tan and dark suit.  

  

The president elect then goes to the school, South Park Elementary, which is where he used to 

teach. He enters PC Principal’s office and sits down, demanding to be called Mr. President. 

When he talks as he keeps making a hand gesture, where he creates a ring with his index 

finger and thumb, poking fun of Donald J. Trump’s usual gesture when talking (bbc.com). He 

talks about the day PC Principal fired him. “I was upset because a bunch of immigrants were 

changing my class and I believe your response was that I needed to go and "learn their 

language", ‘be more open-minded’.” PC Principal apologises, but Mr. Garrison goes on. “Are 

you really? Are you really sorry? Because you see PC Principal, you helped create me. You 

insisted that I was a bigot, that I was an intolerant relic left over from another time. But now, 

I'm your president.” He then tells the Principal that his genitalia is very dry, and then only 

thing that helps is saliva, implying that PC Principal should perform oral sex on him.   
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Mr. Garrison then enters the supermarket in town. He grabs a microphone, so the whole store 

can hear him, where he says hi to everyone, then hums the presidential song Hail to the Chief 

then says “Guess who's here? It's the President of the United Fucking States.” He proceeds to 

make the other customers in the store uncomfortable, by taking their groceries and again 

implying that he needs to receive oral sex for his dry genitalia. He gets interrupted by his 

phone ringing, it is the pentagon and he is being summoned there in the name of national 

security. Mr. Garrison gets annoyed, claiming he is busy, but he goes anyway.   

Both the PC Principal interaction and the supermarket appearance are a satirical take on how 

it is believed that Donald J. Trump wants to settle petty scores and get revenges on people 

who opposed him in the past (salon.com). That he will use his newly gained power to make 

life harder for these people. The satire is used to take a more complex issue, the politics, and 

make it simpler, oral sex, to get the point across that Donald J. Trump will use his power for 

his own gains. The fact that Mr. Garrison gets annoyed when he is summoned to do actual 

political work, as expected by a president, only gets the point across more, which is that he 

cares more for the petty revenges than running the country.   

  

At the Pentagon the president elect is welcomed by an army general and shown around. He 

says with a happy tone “So I can do whatever the fuck I want in here now, right?” The general 

says yes, then gives him all the nation’s military secrets and classified information in a binder. 

He is then shown the room that contains the drone program, where he can kill anyone in the 

world remotely. The satellite surveillance room, where he can spy and listen in on private 

conversations, live. The extreme interrogation room, for interrogation. He is then given the 

football, which he can use to order a nuclear attack in four minutes, to which he reacts with 

“Love me some football.” Eventually they arrive at the diplomatic strategy and negotiating 

room, they enter it and see complete chaos. Mr. Garrison exclaims that it does not see very 

fun. It is chaos since the world is preparing for war, because Denmark are planning to release 

everyone’s Internet history, when every nation sees each other’s emails everyone will start 

attacking each other. The army asks Mr. Garrison on what to do, something he is confused 

about, “Why are you asking me?” Again, showing the incompetence and the confusion about 

what being president is about, and that is not all fun and games. As the show has shown Mr. 

Garrison’s, and through him, Donald J. Trump’s, incompetence in being president, the whole 

sequence in the Pentagon shows how scary it is for a person with no real experience to have 

the kind of power, like sending a nuclear attack in four minutes.  

  

The staff in the diplomatic strategy and negotiating room are telling Mr. Garrison what is 

going on. He is informed that India are moving aircraft carriers to the Gulf of Mexico, Mr. 

Garrison’s reaction to this is: “Well why would we care about Mexicans?” He is then given 

information about other nations’ military activity, something he does not understand and does 

not know what to do. Boris Johnson, the mayor of London between 2008 and 2016 

(london.gov.uk) calls him and warns him not to eat the member berries, or as he calls them, 

the memberries, “The memberries cloud your judgement. They get inside your head, you see.” 

When Mr. Garrison hears this, he starts to think and then gets mad, “Get inside your head... 

Wait a minute... Nobody gets in my head, you limey bitch! Are you insulting me? “ He then 

proceeds to harshly hang up the phone. Donald J. Trump has on more than one occasion 
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bragged about his high IQ, and how much smarter he is than other people. More than 22 

tweets have been made by him where he brags about his high intelligence (edition.cnn.com). 

Mr. Garrison gets offended when Boris Johnson says the member berries gets inside your 

head, as he takes it as an insult to his intelligence, because he believes he is way too smart for 

anyone to get in his head and manipulate him. The comment Mr. Garrison give to the news 

about Mexico is commentary on how it appears that Donald J. Trump does not care about 

Mexico and Mexicans and has on more than one occasion talked very badly about them, for 

example saying that they are all criminals and rapists (huffingtonpost.com).   

  

The generals inform Mr. Garrison that the world is more unstable now than ever before, with 

every nation preparing for war. The president elect responds to this with being oblivious  

“Well, what do they want me to do about it?” Another general reply “You're the leader of the 

free world. Everyone's looking to you to be the call and steady voice they all need.” He is then 

informed he has a phone call from the Israeli prime minister, the chancellor of Germany, and 

a Mr. Slave. Mr. Garrison’s ex-boyfriend is called Mr. Slave, who is introduced in the episode 

The Death Camp of Tolerance in season 6, from 2002. Mr. Slave is now together with a 

character called Big Gay Al. Mr. Garrison is not interested in talking to the world leaders, so 

he takes the all from Mr. Slave. He thinks Mr. Slave is calling to get him back, now that he is 

the president elect. This is not the case, instead Mr. Slave is calling because the people of 

South Park wants Mr. Garrison to bomb Denmark and the only one they thought could get 

through to him was Mr. Slave. Mr. Garrison explains he cannot just bomb Denmark, it 

involves very complicated diplomatic stuff. Mr. Slave then calls him “a little bitch” and tells 

him he is a scared little president who only does what his advisors tells him to. Mr. Garrison 

get furious from this and yells out “Oh okay! You think so, huh?! Well watch this you gay 

asshole! Bomb Denmark!” The generals start preparing the missiles. Satire is used here to 

ridicule Donald J. Trump, and show that he rather speaks to old friends and acquaintances 

than taking on big issues, for example talking to world leaders or helping his people. As 

example of this is how Donald J. Trump spends his time playing golf with his friends than 

doing his presidential duties, like helping out Puerto Rico (independent.co.uk).   

  

The president Elect, Mr. Garrison, sits in a chair in the diplomatic strategy and negotiating 

room, he is leaned back, and an overweight stomach is hidden under his shirt as he is eating 

ice cream. The generals asks him if he is sure that he wants to bomb Denmark, which he is.  

“Yeah, yeah. Bomb the shit out of them. We have to be tough here.” he says while licking his 

spoon covered in ice cream. Another soldier approaches and informs Mr. Garrison that there 

are people on the phone for him. “Mr. President, the Grand Duke of Luxembourg is on Line 1, 

the Chairman of the Worker's Party is on Line 2, and Kyle is on Line 3.” Mr. Garrison only 

hears Kyle’s name, wondering what he wants. Kyle Broflovski is one of the main characters 

on the show, and one of Mr. Garrison’s old pupils. Kyle tries to tell him to not bomb 

Denmark, but Mr. Garrison again replies that is some very serious diplomatic stuff at play.  

Kyle then manipulates him by throwing insults at him. “I understand that you're a dipshit little 

gay puppet.”, “Letting your ex-boyfriend manipulate you 'cause you miss his sweet ass” and 

“You only do what your little bitch boyfriend manipulates you into doing.” Mr. Garrison is 

now, yet again, manipulated and tells the generals to not bomb Denmark. The manipulation 
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from both Mr. Slave and Kyle can be seen as satire on Donald J. Trump’s ego and how the 

creators seems to think he will be a president that will be easily manipulated. Some new 

sources have articles on how Donald J. Trump is being manipulated by Vladimir Putin 

(globalnews.ca), the president of Russia (edition.cnn.com).   

  

Mr. Garrison is sitting on a chair, doing his stank face. The generals inform him of Russia's 

military activity, and asks how to stop them. Mr. Garrison only continues with his stank face. 

They then tell him he needs to do something, not just sit there doing the face. He becomes 

confused by this, hoping he did not have to do anything more. He is then informed that 

someone is doing a cyber-attack on Denmark, which makes him hopeful, because someone is 

solving the complex issue for him. The generals realise if they keep helping the troll and use 

the servers at the Pentagon they can blow up the Internet, and thus stopping Denmark. Mr. 

Garrison calls up the troll, who happens to be Kyle, and tells him he has the full support of the  

US Government. They then realise they need more energy in order to blow up the Internet, so 

Kyle tells Mr. Garrison to reroute the Internet through SpaceX, Mr. Garrison does not know 

what that is, so Kyle explains. “You know, the company trying to find new forms of energy, 

create jobs and get mankind to Mars.” To which Mr. Garrison reacts with “Oh. That’s dumb”. 

This comment that Mr. Garrison makes satirises Donald J. Trump in two ways: shows that he 

is uninformed and that he thinks something that is a very great cause for the people is bad, 

since Kyle explains SpaceX as a very positive company with many benefits, and Mr. Garrison 

thinks that is dumb. As example has Donald J. Trump’s healthcare plan gotten a lot of 

criticism. He wants to repeal former president Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act and 

replace it with his own (bbc.com). The parallels being that if SpaceX is good for the country, 

like The Affordable Care Act, Mr. Garrison thinks it sounds dumb, like how Donald J. Trump 

wants to remove said healthcare.   

  

 The Internet gets rerouted and it blows up, creating peace yet again. The Season is concluded 

with a speech from Kyle.  

  
And so, life goes on. The end of civilization didn’t happen. A massive electrical pulse 

completely erased the internet. We’ve been given a second chance. A Mulligan. Anything 

we might be ashamed of, gone forever. Maybe now boys and girls can learn to respect  
each other again. Realize how careful our online lives have to be. Because we’ve all seen 

what happens when the Twitters, Facebook and trolls decide our reality. Now that we’ve 

been given this second chance, it is up to all of us to see what we do with it.   

  

The news then goes live to the person who sent the first email on the new Internet, Dave 

Beckett, he said he sent an email with a photo to his friend up in Connecticut. The news 

reporter asks him what he said, and Dave Beckett tells him “I showed him my dick, called 

him a fag.” And so, the season is over.   

4.5 What Is Up with the Member Berries?   

This season of South Park relies heavily on nostalgia, with lots of commentary on how the 

people wants to go back to when things were easy and simple, and it is through that Donald J. 

Trump got elected. To quote a member of the Member Berry addiction group in episode four, 
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titled Weiners Out: “It's just, you know, 'membering is more fun than thinking. I want so bad 

to go back to when things were good. When I was a kid, you know like, the 80s and the 90s, 

and things made sense.” Randy Marsh replies with: “And that's how we got here to this very 

memberberry election.” This can be seen as commentary on Donald J. Trump’s campaign, 

with the slogan “Make America Great Again” which was first used by Ronald Reagan in the 

1980 election (nbcnews.com). Donald J. Trump’s campaign was filled with promises of going 

back to how things were, provoking the nostalgic thoughts of the American people, which in 

this season of South Park have been represented by the Star Wars film Star Wars Episode 

VII: The Force Awakens (2015), and how J.J. Abrams made the film too similar to the original 

Star Wars film Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope (Lucas, 1977), so that the audience would 

get nostalgic for the past, and thus think the new film was good.  

  

When a character eats a member berry they get relaxed and just wants to eat more berries, 

while the berries keep telling them things they remember from the past. “'Member  

Chewbacca? Oh I 'member!” The member berries have a life and a society of their own, with 

thoughts and emotions. They can even move by rolling and jumping. They do this to influence 

Caitlyn Jenner’s mind, who in turn throws up member berries on Mr. Garrison, so he will be 

calmer with being president. The member berries are also seen existing in a huge quantity, 

and a wave of millions of them infiltrate the White House and the Oval Office. At the end of 

the season it is shown that Mr. Garrison is working as president from an office filled with 

member berries, showing he will be president under the influence of the berries, or nostalgia. 

Nostalgia is used like a drug to fuel stupidity and carelessness, and is the main reason why 

Mr. Garrison won the election in season 20 of South Park.   

  

The berries start talking about funny memories, about Star Wars and Back to the Future 

(Zemeckis, 1984). Randy Marsh realises that if you eat too many of them, and spend too 

much time with the member berries they will start talking about other memories from the past, 

that might not be as great or fun. Randy Marsh hear the berries say: “'Member the Millennium 

Falcon? 'member Chewbacca again? Oh I love to 'member Chewbacca. I 'member. 'Member? 

Hey hey hey! 'Member when there weren't so many Mexicans? Oh, I 'member! Yeah, yeah, 

yeah! 'Member when marriage was just between a man and a woman? I 'member! Oh, I  

'member. Oh yeahhh!” and thus realises that maybe the past was not all that great after all, it 

had its good, but also its bad.   

4.6 PC Principal’s Politically Correct Principles  

PC Principal was introduced in the first episode of season 19, titled Stunning and Brave. He is 

the physical embodiment of the politically correct movement. What is the politically correct 

movement? In Dr. Anna Szilagyi’s article A Linguist Explains How the Far-Right Hijacked 

Political Correctness (qz.com), she describes it as: 

 

In theory, political correctness simply functions as a neutral, descriptive reference to the 

principle of avoiding utterances and actions that can marginalize or offend certain groups of 

people. However, because it includes the word “correctness,” PC can also be used and 

perceived as a normative expression. The noun “correctness” connotes approval and 
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radiates authority. It indicates, with an imperative tone, that something should be done in a 

particular way. In this regard, the term political correctness can evoke the feeling of being 

talked down to and even subordinated. 

 

Basically, it means to be inclusive, and not offend people by saying bad things about certain 

groups, for example the LGBTQ community, or race. Always be careful how you refer to 

people and how you talk about them, making sure you do not offend anyone. Donald J. Trump 

has been known to not like political correctness, saying America is too politically correct 

(jpost.com).   

  

In the second episode of season 19, Where my country gone?, Mr. Garrison is fired for not 

being politically correct, he is being racist and wants the immigration to end. PC Principal 

does not like this and fires him. When Mr. Garrison becomes president, and confronts PC 

Principal in his office, he says that PC Principal helped create him. Since PC Principal 

politically correctness in physical form, he is indirectly saying that it was the politically 

correct movement that made Donald J. Trump president. Later on, in the season it is again 

mentioned that the politically correct movement got Donald J. Trump elected. When Mr. 

Garrison is in the pentagon they have a meeting about people being mean on the Internet, or 

trolls, and how they go about to make as many people as possible offended. The man in 

charge of the meeting presents something he calls Trevor’s Axiom, which he explains:  

 

Trevor's Axiom is a well-known equation in online trolling. It's a way in which one person 

can create a massive reaction on the Internet. Look, person A trolls person B, but it's 

not  about person B, the troll is trying to push buttons to try and get a reaction from 

hundreds, eventually creating person C, whose overreaction and self righteousness will 

elicit a reaction from persons D through F, who weren't trolls but can't help rip on person C 

 

Mr. Garrison reacts to this by saying “Huh, that sorta sounds like how I got elected.”  Donald 

J. Trump would say something, which in turn would make someone offended, saying 

something back, and then the Trevor’s Axiom happens. Through the commentary in the 

episodes it can be seen as Mr. Garrison won the election because the politically correct 

movement were loudly going against Donald J. Trump, and through that made people tired of 

those people, and thus he won the election. This is later referenced in the speech Kyle has at 

the end of the season: “Because we’ve all seen what happens when the Twitters, Facebook 

and trolls decide our reality”, but if America is given a second chance, they can hopefully not 

do the same mistake again.   
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5. Discussion   

We dedicate this chapter of the essay too look back on the analysis, compare the satire with 

our theory and discuss our thoughts as authors. We will continuously discuss the analysis 

chronologically, from 4.1 The Donald Enters South Park to 4.6 PC Principals Politically 

Correct Principles.   

5.1 The Satirical Representations  

The way South Park has satirised Donald J. Trump by using one of their own characters is in 

our opinion a rather unique and creative way to get their point(s) across. Using Mr. Garrison 

as some kind of puppet, dressing him up as Donald J. Trump, but still being the classic, racist, 

homosexual, elementary school teacher that Mr. Garrison has always been. It also creates a 

more interesting take on Donald J. Trump, instead of just making their own South Park 

Donald J. Trump, as for example Saturday Night Live has their own version played by Alec 

Baldwin. If there are any character that would actually be Donald J. Trump, it would be the 

unnamed Canadian president from season 19 (see figure 3).   

  

Arguably, we would say that Mr. Garrison is not a satirical representation of Donald J.  

Trump’s persona, but rather his principles and political ideas. Author Hangvar adds in that a 

more accurate satirical representation of Donald J. Trump’s persona would be the Canadian 

president from season 19, acting in a very ego-like manner, having ruined his country but still 

believing in himself. Mr. Garrison realises along his way to presidency that he has no idea 

how to run a country, we do not get to see that side of the Canadian president. Although, after 

winning the election, Mr. Garrison seem to forget that he has declared himself incapable and 

remains seated as president anyway.   

  

When South Park presents a version of a persona that exists in the real world, for example  

Hillary Clinton, they usually make them appear rather “normal” and not always overstated in 

their representation (arguably the tool caricature could be in use or not). It is only in particular 

cases they use caricature to represent a person. That is the case with Caitlyn Jenner, who is an 

ugly caricature of the real-life person (see figure 7 & 8). The question is though: Is Mr. 

Garrison as Donald J. Trump a caricature or not? Caricature is used to overstate looks and 

behaviour. Author Norgren argues that the later version of Mr. Garrison (episodes 8 and 

forward) is a satirisation using the tool caricature, due to the overstated looks with the fake 

hair piece, bad face tan and suit and is more or less mocking the original looks and 

complexion of Donald J. Trump. While author Hangvar argues that Mr. Garrison is being 

made to look more like Donald J. Trump, in order to make the parallels more apparent, and 

the satire easier to understand, and is not necessarily considered caricature. The look that Mr. 

Garrison gets is not over exaggerated to a ridiculous degree, like Caitlyn Jenner, he simply 

turns in to the South Park version of Donald J. Trump.   
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Figure 7. Caitlyn Jenner represented in South Park (Comedy Central) and Figure 8. the real Caitlyn Jenner 

(Huffington Post)  

  

Author Norgren comes to the conclusion that Mr. Garrison is only being satirised with the tool 

caricature on the looks, and not on behaviour. Mr. Garrison does not (always) speak and 

behave like the Donald J. Trump we have seen and heard on television, he simply shares the 

political ideas and principles, wanting to deport immigrants and running very destructive 

political ideas. The idea of “fucking them all to death”, author Norgren argues is more in the 

style of Adolf Hitler, promising genocide on an ethnic group. The moments when Mr. 

Garrison is more in parallel with speaking and behaving like Donald J. Trump is when 

holding campaign rallies or taking part in debates.   

5.2 The Trump-Campaign  

The way Mr. Garrison debates against other politicians such as Hillary Clinton is simply 

bizarre and unusual. Throwing verbal insults is just not the regular way to take a political 

debate, but this is arguably also the way Donald J. Trump debates against his opponents with 

personal attacks, making both debates and campaign speeches seem more like entertainment 

for the people. In 2015, Donald J. Trump mocked on a New York Times reporter, Serge 

Kovaleski, for having a congenital joint condition in his arm. Kovaleski had pointed out a 

fault in a statement Donald J. Trump had done on the 21st of November 2015. Donald J.  

Trump states that during the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in 2001, “thousands 

and thousands of people [Arabs] were cheering, as that building was coming down”. 

Kovaleski had researched into this, and found no evidence or reports that there were any 

cheering crowds during the terrorist attacks on World Trade Center on the 11th of September 

2001.   

  

Later on, Donald J. Trump criticised Kovaleski from trying to back away from his written 

article. Donald J. Trump started during a campaign speech in South Carolina, to seemingly 

imitate Kovaleski, holding his right arm in an awkward angle, mocking Kovaleski’s physical 

condition (snopes.com). This childish behaviour can be seen as satirised throughout South 

Park where Mr. Garrison, and occasionally Caitlyn Jenner, personally attacks Hillary Clinton, 

mocking her physical appearance.   
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Also, this is just one of several occasions that Donald J. Trump has made personal attacks 

(Washington Post), making it more apparent that Mr. Garrison would also attack his 

opponents verbally.   

  

After the debate and Mr. Garrison finds out he might win, but has no idea what to do if he 

wins is also satirical on how Donald J. Trump talks politics. When he debates it makes it look 

like he has no idea what he is doing, and keep on saying ridiculous and offensive things. The 

satire is used to tell the audience that Donald J. Trump would not be fit as president, because 

he has no political experience, he just says outrageous things and people seem to listen. They 

highlight this more by having him try to make Hillary Clinton win, making it seem like 

Donald J. Trump does not want to be president, he just accidentally got that far.   

  

The creators of South Park, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, has said before that they do not have 

any political opinions (huffingtonpost.com). It can be argued that they were hoping for Hillary 

Clinton to win, because Mr. Garrison himself does say to “vote for her”. They do also make 

her appear like a puppet, and not very bright. Even later on when Mr. Garrison wins it can be 

seen as commentary on the creators’ parts when Randy Marsh says: “What have you done?”  

5.3 After the Win  

In South Park, Mr. Garrison starts acting as president of the United States of America right 

after he wins the election. In reality, Donald J. Trump was only the president elect until the 

20th of January 2017, when he was sworn into office (theguardian.com). The president elect’s 

primary job is to appoint new staff to the white house and create a cabinet of politicians 

(vacationsmadeeasy.com). In South Park, Mr. Garrison is called Mr. President right away, 

refers to himself as such, and the military goes to him for advice and orders on what to do for 

the impending world war. In reality it would still be President Barack Obama who they would 

go to for these issues. In South Park, Mr. Garrison is also seen moving in to the White House 

and sits in the Oval Office, while in actuality it is something that would not happen until the 

20th of January. The creators, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, probably did this in order to 

predict and satirise the kind of president they believed Donald J. Trump would become, 

before the season ended. As the next season did not start until October 2017.  

  

Is it satire on Donald J. Trump as president, even though when the episodes aired he was not 

yet president, just the next in line. Author Norgren argues that South Park loses its satire over 

time as season 20 goes on, because nobody really knows if Donald J. Trump became 

selfaware that he is incapable of running a country. The creators seemingly write their own 

story revolving Mr. Garrison’s presidency, and only borrows the looks and political ideas of 

Donald J. Trump. The creators, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, says in the commentary for 

season 20, that they wanted Mr. Garrison to just go back to being a teacher again, and not win 

the election, but when he won they had to figure out how to go on with the story.  

  

  

  



29  

  

In the scene where Mr. Garrison has his hairpiece put on in the machine taken straight out of 

Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back, we have after some discussion come to the 

conclusion that it is satire through the use of pastiche. The writers of South Park use the 

machine and puts Mr. Garrison in Darth Vader’s seat to make him appear as an evil villain. 

But pastiche is in our theory used in the mise-en-scène, paying homage to another piece of 

work. This is just taken directly from the Star Wars film and not exactly being a homage. 

Author Norgren first argued that it is parody, because in our theory, parody works from 

something already existing, then author Hangvar argues that in our theory, parody is also 

criticizing. Which makes this scene more interesting than usual. We do say in chapter 4.4 

Victory! Now What? that it can be argued to be parody, but as discussed here we have come to 

the conclusion that it is in fact pastiche.   

  

A good example of pastiche in this season has to do with the Member Berries. We are 

introduced to a society of them. A group of Member Berries enter a pub, filled up with many 

more Member Berries. The scene appears that of the 1950s, with how the Member Berries are 

dressed and the music that plays. They talk to, what we presume to be, the leader of the 

Member Berries, and old, dried Member Berry. The scene is pastiche towards gangster 

movies, for example Goodfellas (Scorsese, 1990), and The Godfather (Coppola, 1972). It is 

pastiche because it does not criticise, or really make fun of gangster movies in anyway, it just 

copies the mise-en-scène, creating a connection in the audience’s minds to those kinds of 

movies.   

  

  
Figure 9: A member berry laying in the trunk, beaten. Figure 10: Shot from the opening scene in Goodfellas.   

  

However, this scene does not really have anything related to the satire towards Donald J. 

Trump, nor his presidential campaign. The scene only adds to the story of the season as a 

whole. But since pastiche is a tool of satire in our theory, it is interesting to discuss where 

pastiche has been further used.   

  

We discuss that Mr. Garrison somehow turns into more of a failed satirisation towards the end 

of season 20, since there is no presidency to satirise because Donald J. Trump had yet to 

actually be president in the time of airing the season finale of season 20. It is more a form of 

prediction they creators are doing from how Donald J. Trump acted during the campaign, 

where in actuality there was no way to know if Donald J. Trump would be a competent 

president or not at this time.   
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As mentioned in chapter 4.4 Victory! Now What? Mr. Garrison receives a number of objects 

as of his presidency, notably the famous football, where he is able to call in a nuclear strike 

within minutes. Mr. Garrison, pleased, answers “Love me some football.”, sort of mocking 

that Donald J. Trump simply would not take his presidency seriously and sees the role as 

commander in chief as a sport.   

5.4 Is Mr. Garrison Always Acting the Donald?  

We argue that Mr. Garrison, is in fact, not always acting as a satirical representation of  

Donald J. Trump. Mr. Garrison was introduced in the first episode of South Park, Cartman 

Gets an Anal Probe, from 1997. He was only his own character, a homosexual, elementary 

school teacher, who at one point was a woman, known as Janet Garrison. Mr. Garrison is not 

always showing tendencies to racist and sexist ideas, however, when looking through 

previous quotes from episodes and the South Park movie, South Park, Bigger Longer and 

Uncut, we can find the following:  

  

“Haiku is just like a normal American poem. Except it doesn’t rhyme and it’s totally stupid.” 

(Roger Ebert Should Lay Off the Fatty Foods, S02E11) - Mr. Garrison mocking the Japanese 

poetry of Haiku.  

  

“Well I’m sorry, Wendy. But I just don’t trust anything that bleeds for five days and doesn’t 

die.” (South Park: Bigger Longer and Uncut (1999). - Mr. Garrison responding to being 

criticised for a sexist statement about women being angry he made: “...they’re probably just 

on their period or something”.   

  

Mr. Garrison has been showing signs to be both sexist and racist since the early days of the 

show, even though he is himself a homosexual who at one point was a woman. The ideas of 

Mr. Garrison fit the frames of the ideas of Donald J. Trump. Especially after the controversies 

from recent years such as the “Grab em’ by the pussy” scandal (BBC) and pointing out 

Mexicans as rapists and drug pushers (CNN).   

  

Mr. Garrison used to carry around a hand puppet on his hand called Mr. Hat that he also 

voiced. By voicing Mr. Hat, he used that an excuse to express his more radical and unpopular 

opinions. For example: he made Mr. Hat a member of the Ku Kux Klan, so he himself did not 

have to take the backlash of being a member.  
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Figure 11. Mr. Garrison dressing up his hand puppet Mr. Hat as 

a member of the Ku Klux Klan. “Ugh, you’re such a racist 

bastard, Mr. Hat.” - Mr. Garrison  

  

As we can see, Mr. Garrison has always had radical opinions, against women, people of 

colour, etc. We cannot seem to find anything on Mr. Garrison being against homosexual 

people, which is not really surprising since Mr. Garrison is a homosexual person himself. It is 

rather stranger however, that a person that has gone through a sex change to be a woman 

would have had such unpopular convictions on women themselves. It is also arguably 

uncommon in modern day society for someone to be considered LGBTQ to stand for 

statements done by Mr. Garrison. Having done research in to Donald J. Trump and his view 

on homosexuals and transgender people, we have found speeches from various campaign 

rallies where Donald J. Trump is talking how loving anyone you want and expressing your 

emotions is a standard part of life.   

  

He also talks about how immigrants are a threat for free love, due to Muslims coming to the 

United States with their beliefs and sharia laws, where homosexuality is punishable by death, 

scaring the LGBTQ community. Donald J. Trump then concludes the topic about 

homosexuality that Hillary Clinton is not a friend of the LGBTQ, since she wants to bring 

more immigrants to the United States of America, leading to more deaths of the LGBTQ 

community. Although, Donald J. Trump contradicts himself when announcing that the Trump 

Administration will change the policy about transgender people openly serving in the United  

States military, sparking a lot of controversy (ABC News). This gives us the impression that 

Donald J. Trump, much like any other politician simply wants to collect voters. We cannot 

seem to find anything in South Park where Mr. Garrison takes a stand for the LGBTQ 

community, but why would he when he is not a fan of being politically correct. So there are 

no parallels on the topic of free love and LGBTQ, but rather crucial to discuss due to Mr. 

Garrison’s rather odd/unusual standards.   
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Figure 12. Donald J. Trump holding the rainbow coloured LGBT flag at 

a campaign speech in Greeley, Colorado.   

  

At times in the show it appears as Mr. Garrison himself gets to act, not always as a satirical 

take on Donald J. Trump. His political opinions and debate tactics are Donald J. Trump’s, but 

behind the scenes of the politics he appears like he can act more like his old self. Like being 

scared of actually winning, or trying to go back to being a teacher. The character already has 

radical opinions, hence why he works well in being a Donald J. Trump avatar in the show.   
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6. Conclusion  

In this chapter, we conclude the results of our analysis. For a shorter summarisation, see 

chapter 7. Summary.  

6.1 The Satire and its Effectiveness  

The satire does work, but it does also lose its credibility towards the end of season 20, as there 

is no presidency yet to satirise. Donald J. Trump had only become president-elect, and the 

show could only predict the events that were to follow. The satire uses the tools we brought 

up in chapter 3. Theory on Satire: parody, caricature, irony, and pastiche are all used to 

criticise Donald J. Trump and his presidential campaign throughout the episodes. As we 

mentioned in our theory, satire is used to make the audience think, and understand something 

easier. The satire on Donald J. Trump is easy to understand, even if you do not fully follow 

the political debates and knows about the things Donald J. Trump has done and stated.  

Through Mr. Garrison’s outrageous remarks and self-awareness in that he does not know the 

laws or how politics works, the satire is not at all very complex. Mr. Garrison quite simply 

just tells us what he thinks, and a lot of things are just completely outrageous and very 

uncommon in the world of politics.  

  

It also makes you think, for example in the second episode in season 19, Where My Country 

Gone? where the Canadian president is a satirical take on Donald J. Trump and how the 

country will become a dystopia if he wins. It makes the audience think about what would 

happen if Donald J. Trump were to win. Would he turn the country into a dystopia, or just be 

a really bad president? The speech the Canadian man (see chapter 4.1 The Donald Enter South 

Park) has about how it was too late once they realise the seriousness of it all, makes us think 

about the consequences about Donald J. Trump as president, and that it needs to stop before it 

even begins. That it is all jokes and funny because of how bizarre his campaign is, but that we 

have to stay focused on the fact that he might actually win, and what that would mean for the 

United States of America, and the rest of the world.   

6.2 The Use of the Tools  

The show also uses the tools of satire in an effective way. As of our theory, pastiche is mainly 

used to pay homage, reference, or copy something, but South Park also uses it in a way to let 

the audience further understand the character of Donald J. Trump. For example, the scene in 

season 20, episode eight is pastiche, yet it shows us that Donald J. Trump is a bad person, by 

drawing the parallels between him and Darth Vader, the villain from Star Wars. You could 

even say he is the evil Darth Vader in this scene. We have discussed the use of caricature, but 

have as authors, not landed the same conclusion regarding Mr. Garrison’s over- or not so 

overstated looks. Author Norgren considered Mr. Garrison’s looks to be caricature, since it is 

overstated and mocks the looks of Donald J. Trump with the fake hairpiece and poor face tan. 

While author Hangvar argues that it is nothing more than a parodic representation, working 

from the original looks of Donald J. Trump. Irony is thoroughly running through all the 

episodes when Mr. Garrison is acting as a satirical representation. Our theory does state that 

irony means that one has to say something but mean the exact opposite, but we also argue that 
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Mr. Garrison’s clear comments and statements is social commentary through irony on Donald 

J. Trump’s lack of knowledge in politics and basic ideological concepts.   

6.3 Where it all Fades  

In episode seven of season 20 Mr. Garrison wins the election. From here on out we have 

discussed that the satire fails. Mr. Garrison starts acting as president right away, while Donald 

J. Trump would not start acting as president for a couple of months. Since satire needs to 

work from reality, and criticise real people or events, the satire from here on out can no longer 

do that. It instead turns into a form of satire on how Donald J. Trump’s presidency might look 

like, and since it has yet to happen. It is merely a speculation, prediction, and a continuation 

of the overarching story of the season.   
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7. Summary  

In chapter 1.1 Purpose of this Thesis we state three questions looking to have answered in this 

analysis:  

  

● How is Donald J. Trump and his road to presidency being satirised in the show?   

● How is an already current South Park character effectively being used to satirise 

Donald J. Trump?  

● Does the satire of South Park fit the frames of our established theory on satire and its 

related terms; parody, irony, pastiche and caricature?  

7.1 The Theory  

Before answering these questions, we had to establish a theory on what satire is, since it is a 

very complex and loose term. Our theory is that satire is a mode, and that it is used to criticise 

and ridicule real life events, through the use of the tools of satire: parody, irony, pastiche, and 

caricature, not necessarily simultaneously, but often uses at least one of the mentioned terms. 

Something to remember is that these mentioned tools on their own do not have to be satire, 

but satire can use them to get the point(s) across.   

7.2 The Effective use of Mr. Garrison  

In South Park, an already existing character, Mr. Garrison, an elementary school teacher with 

radical opinions and unusual standards, is used to satirise and criticise real life Donald J. 

Trump. However, Donald J. Trump’s name is never mentioned in the show, we can only draw 

the parallels from the depiction(s) and the dialogues in the show (see figure 6). The first 

satirical representation of Donald J. Trump is however a Canadian president. He has 

destroyed Canada, making all Canadians move out of their country. Sort of predicting what 

would happen to the United States if Donald J. Trump were to be elected president. After this 

character dies from sexual assault, the work satirising Donald J. Trump goes over to the 

already existing character of Mr. Garrison. But Mr. Garrison is not a satirical representation of 

Donald J. Trump’s persona, only his political mannerisms, ideas and later of appearance. The 

satire slowly loses its credibility towards the end of season 20, because by the time the show 

was reaching its season finale, Donald J. Trump was only president-elect, and had no seat in 

governmental power. But the show presented Mr. Garrison to be in power anyway, making 

the show non-satirical (what was shown could not be considered critique) and only fictional 

and predictable. Something rather unusual for South Park, to not be on par with real time 

events.   

  

The show used Mr. Garrison as satire by having him say outright the flaws of Donald J. 

Trump. Example that he has no political experience, does not know the law, and keeps 

interrupting during debates. Thus, causing the audience to think about how qualified Donald 

J. Trump really is to be president.   

  

South Park uses some of the tools of satire: irony, pastiche and caricature, to get the points 

across. But as mentioned earlier, the satire falls off after episode seven, after the election, and 
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Donald J. Trump becomes the president elect. By having Mr. Garrison become president right 

away, he is no longer satire of Donald J. Trump. Pastiche is used to draw parallels between 

Donald J. Trump and evil characters of fiction. Irony to show that he is inexperienced in 

politics. Caricature is not used as much to make satirical remarks on Donald J. Trump, but 

rather on other characters, for example Caitlyn Jenner and Boris Johnson. There was not any 

use of parody, when it was references to works of fiction it was pastiche, since nothing is 

being criticised or made fun of during those scenes.   
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