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Abstract 

The study examine if there is a direct link between adolescents with psychopathic traits and 

delinquency, secondly if there is a direct link between neighborhood and delinquency. 

Gender differences were also examined as a control variable. The third aim is to look at the 

interaction between psychopathic traits and neighborhood on delinquency. We hypothesized 

that adolescents with psychopathic traits are more likely to engage in delinquent behaviour. 

We also hypothesized that adolescents who lives in high-risk areas are more prone to engage 

in delinquent acts. Regarding gender, we believe that boys have higher risk of becoming 

delinquent. We hypothesized that the interaction between psychopathic traits and high-risk 

neighborhood would increase the likelihood to engage in delinquent behaviour. The study is 

conducted by self-report of 1.485 adolescents (10–18 years of age) in a medium-sized city in 

Sweden. Analyses show that adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits are more 

engaged in delinquency. Regarding neighborhood the analyses showed that high-risk 

neighborhood increases the risk for adolescents to engage in delinquent behaviour. The 

findings suggest that boys in high-risk areas is more likely to engage in delinquent behaviour 

compared to girls. Last, the moderation analysis shows that neighborhood accentuated the 

differences in delinquency between adolescents who has low, medium or high levels of 

psychopatic traits. In low-risk neighborhoods there are few differences in delinquency 

between adolescents who has low, medium or high levels of psychopathic triats. In high-risk 

neighborhoods there are substantial differences between adolescents who has low, medium or 

high levels of psychopathic traits. This suggest that the effect personality risks have on 

delinquency is accentuated by contextual risk factors.  
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Sammanfattning 

Denna studie undersöker om det finns ett samband mellan ungdomar med psykopatiska drag 

och brottslighet, det andra syftet med studien är att undersöka om det finns ett samband 

mellan bostadsområde och brottslighet. Könsskillnader undersöktes också som en 

kontrollvariabel. Det tredje och sista syftet är att undersöka interaktionen mellan 

psykopatiska drag och bostadsområde på brottslighet. Vår hypotes var att ungdomar med 

psykopatiska drag är mer benägna att engagera sig i brottsligt beteende. Vår hypotes var även 

att ungdomar som bor i högriskområden är mer benägna att delta i brottsliga handlingar. När 

det gäller kön tror vi att pojkar har högre risk att bli brottslingar. Vår tredje hypotes är att 

samspelet mellan psykopatiska drag och högriskområden skulle öka sannolikheten för att 

delta i brottsligt beteende. Studien genomförs av självuppskattning av 1.485 ungdomar (10-

18 år) i en medelstor stad i Sverige. Analyserna visar att ungdomar med höga nivåer av 

psykopatiska drag är mer engagerade i brottslighet. Gällande bostadsområde visar analysen 

att högriskområden ökar risken för ungdomar att engagera sig i brottsligt beteende. 

Resultaten tyder på att pojkar i högriskområden har en större sannolikhet att engagera sig i 

brottsligt beteende jämfört med tjejer. Slutligen visar moderationsanalysen att bostadsområde 

framhäver skillnaden i brottslighet hos ungdomar som har låg, mellan eller höga nivåer av 

psykopatiska drag. I lågriskområden är det få skillnader i brottslighet hos ungdomar som har 

låg, mellan eller höga nivåer av psykopatiska drag. I högriskområden är det väsentliga 

skillnader hos ungdomar som har låg, mellan eller höga nivåer av psykopatiska drag. Detta 

tyder på att den effekt som personlighetsrisker har på brottslighet accentueras av kontextuella 

riskfaktorer.  

Nyckelord: ungdomar, brottslighet, psykopatiska drag, högriskområden, könsskillnader. 
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Delinquency among adolescents with psychopathic traits in high-risk neighborhoods 

There is empirical evidence showing that individual risk factors increase the 

likelihood for adolescents to engage in delinquent behaviours. Specifically adolescents with 

psychopathic traits such as impulsiveness, narcissism and callous- unemotional traits, are 

especially likely to engage in criminal and antisocial behaviour (Mosteiro, Gómez-Fraguela, 

Boo, Fernández & Martín, 2016), as well as aggressive and delinquent behaviour (Mosterio et 

al, 2016). Although individual risk factors such as psychopathic traits are strongly linked to 

delinquency in adolescence, contextual factors are also involved in the development of such 

behaviours. Adolescents who live in a high-risk neighborhood are, in fact particularly likely 

to end up as delinquents (Pagani, Boulerice, Vitaro & Tremblay, 1999). We believe that the 

negative joint influence of psychopathic traits and high-risk neighborhood increases the risk 

for adolescents to engage in delinquent behaviours. In this paper we suggest that adolescents 

with psychopathic traits and who live in high-risk neighborhoods are more likely to engage in 

delinquent acts than adolescents with psychopathic traits who do not live in such 

neighborhoods. The aim of the present study is to first examine whether there is a link 

between psychopathic traits and delinquency, secondly to see if there is a link between 

neighborhood and delinquency. Last, this study examines whether high-risk neighborhood 

increase the likelihood to engage in delinquency if adolescents have moderate or high levls of 

psychopathic traits. 

 When we talk about delinquency in adolescence we refer to minors who participate in 

illegal actions, such as theft, damage or some kind of violent crime (Lawson, 2011; Brå, 

2018). Delinquency is considered as a normative path for a majority of adolescents who try to 

define their own identity by exploring and experimenting new behaviours (Lawson, 2011). In 

fact according to survey made by Brottsförebyggande rådet (2018) half of all students in 

grade nine reported that they committed some kind of violent crime, theft, damage or tested 

any kind of drug during the last twelve months. More boys seemed to state this compared to 

girls (51% of the boys and 46% of the girls). However, only a smaller proportion of young 

people account for a significant proportion of the total crime among young people. These 

adolescents often hang out with other adolescents who commit crimes and they have a 

permissive attitude to commit crimes (Brå, 2018). Although some normbreaking acts are 

normative in adolescence other ones are not, it is suggested that individuals with 

psychopathic traits are responsible for up to 50% of more serious crimes, such as harassment 

and violent crimes (Hare, 2003; Neumann & Hare, 2008). Even if delinquency seems to be a 

part of many adolescents, more specifically boys, it is proposed that more serious and 
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problematic acts is committed by adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits (Brå, 

2018; Pechorro, Goncalves, Maroco, Gama, Neves & Nunes, 2014; Evertsson & Meehan, 

2012). This means that even if delinquency is common in adolescence, it is only theft, 

damage and similar crime that are seen as normative. The engagement in more problematic 

and serious acts among adolescents is likely to be committed by those who have psychopathic 

traits.  

 Psychopathy is a personality disorder characterized by a collection of traits (Barese, 

2015). Researchers showed that three main features characterize adolescents with psychopathic 

traits, namely manipulation, callous- unemotionality and impulsivity (Barese, 2015). 

Adolescents who are manipulative use their charm to fool others and manipulate others for 

their own gain. Callous- unemotional traits can lead to individuals not caring about hurting 

other people, they see emotions and affection as a sign of weakness. The impulsive trait 

involves liking exciting acts even if it can hurt yourself or the people around you. Individuals 

who are impulsive usually talk first and think later. Due to the emotion deficits adolescents 

with psychopathic traits have, it leads them to having superficial relationship which is not 

stable, but also it interfer with moral socialization which leads to them engaging in delinquent 

behaviour (Del Gaizo & Falkenbach, 2008). These traits have been found to have an association 

to conduct problem behaviour (Durand, Plata & Arbone, 2017; Chabrol, Leeuwen, Rodgers & 

Séjourné, 2009). Crime in general suggest that criminality is both larger and more outspread 

among the individual with psychopathic traits than among the individuals without them 

(Newburn, 2017). This means that individuals with psychopathic traits have greater stability 

and frequent antisocial behaviour, they engage in more serious and violent delinquent 

behaviour. Their onset of criminality starts early as well as being arrested by the police, 

obtaining these traits can also predict early convictions (Pechorro et al., 2014). Psychopathic 

traits is also an important personal risk factor that increase the likelihood to be delinquent 

during adolescence (Mosterio et al, 2016; Pechorro et al., 2014).  

 Contextual factors seem to increase the risk to engage in delinquent behaviours 

as well. An important contextual risk factor for engaging in delinquent behaviours is living in 

high-risk areas (Mosterio et al, 2016; Pechorro et al, 2014). High-risk areas can be defined as 

areas with low socioeconomic status (SES), which e.g. includes low income, low levels of 

education and poverty (Pagani et al., 1999). Researcher show that the risk of committing crimes 

is higher for individuals who lives in high-risk areas (Pagani et al., 1999; Campbell, Spieker, 

Burchinal & Poe, 2006; Hinshaw & Steinberg, 1992; Tetzner, Kliegl, Krahé, Busching & Esser, 

2017). Growing up in a high-risk area can increase the risk of a negative development in 
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adolescence and the violence exposure are more commonly reported among adolescents living 

there (Patchin, Huebner, McCluskey, Varano & Bynum, 2006). Due to living in these areas, 

negative social relationship can be formed and has shown to associate with delinquent 

behaviour (Pagani et al., 1999). It has been proposed that the main contextual influence does 

not lie in family income or social class but in lack of cohesion and threat rather than the poverty 

per se (Mosterio et al, 2016). This could be explained by the collective efficacy model which 

suggests that low informal social control, lack of safety in the community and low social 

cohesion contributes to a criminogenic environment. Low informal social control and low 

social cohesion in high-risk neighborhoods was found to mediate the impact of poverty on 

violence and supports the mentioned model. Thus, these neighborhoods may be characterized 

by higher crime rates because of the low collective efficacy due to deficient collective 

socialization away from criminal behaviour and the opportunity for adolescents to engage in 

delinquent behaviour increases (Meier, Slutske, Arndt & Cadoret, 2008). The exposure in high-

risk neighborhoods can be explained by the social disorganization theory which refers to that 

crime rates is directly linked to neighborhoods ecological characteristics and that place matters. 

The individual's residential location is a substantial factor if the person will become involved 

in illegal activities or not. The theory focuses on the environment rather than the person’s 

individual characteristics and suggests that adolescents from high-risk areas participates in a 

subculture which approves delinquency (Hipp, 2011). Based on the theory one can imagine 

that the adolescents who lives in high-risk neighborhoods acquires criminality in the social and 

cultural settings which contains in these areas. Because of the ecological circumstances in these 

areas, where criminality is common, the adolescents can easily fall into a criminal path. The 

criminality rates are observed by the adolescents that lives there and can have an indirect affect 

on the person. The individuals that grow up in high-risk areas may have lack of good role 

models that adolescents can reflect and can lead to antisocial behaviours being seen as 

normative (Lopez, Pérez, Ochoa & Ruiz, 2008). This means that there is lack of cohesion in 

high-risk neighborhoods that contributes to a crimogenic environment (Meier et al., 2008) and 

therefor we believe the social pressure against commiting crime is low, or perhaps there is even 

a pressure for commiting crimes. In low-risk neighborhoods on the other hand we believe that 

there is higher social pressure against commiting crimes in low-risk neighborhoods.  

All in all, previous studies showed that both individual risk factors such as psychopathic 

traits, as well as contextual risk factors such as high-risk neighborhoods are robustly associated 

with delinquency during adolescence (Meier et al., 2008; Pechorro et al., 2014). However, very 

little research has investigated the interaction between these personal and contextual factors on 
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the occurrence of delinquency. It is suggested that personality risks are more related to 

delinquency in high-risk neighborhoods unlike low-risk neighborhoods (Meier et al., 2008). 

This means that high-risk neighborhoods increase opportunities for delinquent behaviour and 

aggravate the effect of personality risk on delinquent behaviour due to deficient collective 

socialization. It can be perceived that adolescents with psychopathic traits who live in high-

risk neighborhoods feel that there is low cohesion and low collective efficacy and likely will 

engage in delinquent behaviour because they feel they have no relationship to society and to 

people around them. The adolescents with psychopathic traits may feel that it is the right path 

to take because delinquent behaviour is normative in high-risk areas and it becomes easier for 

them to engage in delinquency. Adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits tend to not 

feel bad or guilty and feel unconcerned about others’ feelings and raises the risk for them to 

engage in delinquent behaviour (Meier et al., 2008). We believe it is important to see what 

effect psychopathic traits has on delinquency in the light of where the adolescents live. Therefor 

the present study has three aims. First, to examine whether there is a link between psychopathic 

traits and delinquency. Second, to analyze whether there is a link between high-risk 

neighborhoods and delinquency. Third, to assess a possible interaction effect between 

psychopathic traits and high-risk neighborhoods on the occurrence of delinquency. Based on 

empirical evidence (Meier et al., 2008) it is reasonable to assume that adolescents with high 

levels of psychopathic traits who live in high-risk neighborhoods likely will be more involved 

in delinquent behavior than adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits who live in low-

risk neighborhoods. Due to previous research showing boys are more likely to engage in 

delinquent behaviours than girls (Brå, 2018), we also assessed the role of gender of the 

occurrence of delinquency among adolescents.  

 

Method 

Participants  

The obtained sample consisted of 1,485 adolescents (49.1%) girls and (50.9%) boys 

between 7th and 9th grade. The sample was derived from a longitudinal study that involved 

seven different school in a medium-sized city in Sweden. Participants age ranged from 10 to 

18 years (Mage= 14.42; SD= .98). This study represented the population with respect to family 

composition and socioeconomic background (Statistics Sweden, 2009). Around 74% of the 

mothers and 89% of the fathers of the children were full- time employed, and 26% of the 

mothers and 10% of the fathers were part- time employed. About 4% of the mothers and 3% 

of the fathers were unemployed. Students who lived with both their biological parents were 
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more than 65%, about 18% lived with their mothers only, and 2% with only their father. About 

14% of the students sometimes lived with their mother and sometimes with their father, and 

1% of the students lived with other grown-ups than their parents. 

 

Procedure  

The data analyzed in this study has already been collected. Before the adolescents 

started filling in questionnaires, parents were informed of the purpose of the project and they 

could refuse to allow their children to be a part of the study; in total 1.7% of the parents did not 

allow their children to particapate. The adolescents whose parents did not decline their 

participation, and if they themselves were willing participated in the study. Participants filled 

out questionnaires during school time and were assured confidentiality of their responses. They 

were informed that they at any time could withdraw their participation. Research assistants 

informed the parents by mail and could cancel the participation of their child by returning a 

repaid form. The questionnaires were written in Swedish. Students judged by teachers to have 

poor Swedish did not participate in the study.  

 

Measures 

To answer our research questions we used a total of 79 items. These items measures the 

components of psychopathic traits, delinquency in the form of norm breaking, because this is 

the most common delinquent behaviour during adolescent (Lawson, 2011), and neighborhood 

cohesion and perception of the danger in the neighborhood. 

Psychopathic traits. To measure psychopathic traits the self-report instrument Youth 

Psychopathic Traits Inventory (YPI; Andershed, Kerr, Stattin & Levander, 2002) was used. 

The YPI is designed to capture psychopathic traits in community samples for adolescents that 

is 12 years and older. The construct validity and reliability of this self-report instrument have 

been reported elsewhere as well (Andershed, 2010; Andershed et al., 2002; Skeem & 

Cauffman, 2003; Poythress, Dembo, Wareham & Greenbaum, 2006). The YPI measures three 

different dimensions and the participants respond to a total of 50 items. To answer the 

statements a four-point response scale was used, ranged from 1 ”Does not apply at all” to 4 

”Applies very well”.  

Grandiose-manipulative dimension. The first dimension consists of 20 items from four 

subscales: Dishonest charm, Lying, Grandiosity and Manipulation. Examples of the items 

were: “It’s easy for me to charm and seduce others to get what i want from them”, “It’s fun to 
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make up stories and try to get people to believe them” and “I’m better that everyone else at 

almost everything”.  

Callous-unemotional dimension. The second dimension consists of 15 items from three 

subscales:  Unemotionality, Remorselessness and Callousness. Some examples of items were: 

“I have the ability not to feel guilt and regret about things that i think other people would feel 

guilty about”, “I think crying, even if nobody’s watching is a sign of weakness” and “I don't 

understand how people can be moved enough to cry by watching things on TV or movies”.  

Impulsive-irresponsible dimension. The third dimension consists of 15 items from three 

subscales: Thrill-seeking, Irresponsibility and Impulsiveness. Examples of the items were: “I 

like doing things just for the thrill of it”, “I have often been late to school or work” and “I often 

speak first and think later”. The three dimensions together showed a high reliability α = .89.   

Delinquency. Adolescent-reported delinquency was measured through a self-report 

(Magnusson, Dunér & Zetterblom, 1975) with 19 questions about their engagement in 

delinquent acts. The scale has response options on a five-point scale: 1 were (no, it has not 

happened), 2 were (1 time), 3 were (2 to 3 times), 4 were (4 to 10 times) and 5 (more than 10 

times). Example of behaviour statements that were included: Shoplifting; being caught by the 

police; taking money from home; buying or selling stolen goods and stealing a moped or 

motorcycle. The 19 items together showed a high reliability α = .94.   

High-risk neighborhood. To measure if the participant came from a high-risk 

neighborhood or not, we selected the following dimensions from the material, neighborhood 

cohesion and perception of the danger in the neighborhood. The measures have been 

developed by Kerr & Stattin (2007) for a longitudinal project (the Seven Schools Project). 

This dimension consists of 10 items measuring the negative environment in the 

neighborhood. Example of items are “I feel unsafe when i am out in the evenings” and 

“There are groups of youths that run around and are threatening to others”. To answer these 

statements participants were given two options to answer, true or not true.  The 10 items 

together showed a high reliability α = .70. 

 

Statistical analysis 

To address the aims of this study we performed analyses in the program Statistical 

package for the Social Sciences version 23 (IMB SPSS Statistics 23). First a correlation 

analysis was made to estimate the associations among our variables of interest. We then 

performed a regression analysis using the macro PROCESS for SPSS (Hayes, 2013), and we 

controlled for gender. Using PROCESS analysis model 1 allowed us to assess whether 
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psychopathic traits and high risk neighborhood interact to increase the likelihood to engage in 

delinquency during adolescence. In this analysis we controlled for gender. 

 

Results 

Pearson- correlation showed that there was an association between being delinquent 

and having psychopathic traits, meaning that adolescent who obtain psychopathic traits are 

more likely to be involved in delinquent behaviour. Also, correlations showed that 

delinquency was more common in high-risk neighborhoods. The last correlation regarding 

gender and delinquency showed that more boys were engaged in delinquent behaviour than 

girls. 

 

Table 1 

Pearson- correlations between delinquency, psychopathic traits, neighborhood and gender. 

  Delinquency PT Neighborhood Gender 

Delinquency --- .31 ** .20** -.17** 

PT ---    --- .24**  -.26** 

Neighborhood ---  --- --- .03  

Gender ---  ---  ---  --- 

Note.  PT = Psychopathic traits. ** p < .01 

 

Does high-risk neighborhood increase the likelihood to engage in delinquency if 

adolescents have moderate or high levls of psychopathic traits? 

To see if high-risk neighborhood moderated the association between psychopathic 

traits and delinquency in adolescents a moderated regression analysis was run. The results 

showed that psychopathic trait, neighborhood and gender explained 12% of the variations in 

delinquency, F (3, 1384) = 65.15, p <.001. Adolescents showing psychopathic traits reported 

higher levels of delinquent behaviour β = .29, p <.001. Neighborhood itself did also predict 

delinquent behaviour β = .16, p <.01, meaning that adolescents who lived in high-risk 
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neighborhoods were more likely to engage in delinquent behaviour. A test of the interaction 

effect suggested that neighborhood significantly moderated the association between 

psychopathic traits and delinquency among adolescents, β = .32, p <.05, meaning that 

adolescents who had high levels of psychopathic traits and lived in high-risk neighborhoods 

were more likely to engage in delinquent behaviours than adolescents with high levels of 

psychopathic traits who lived in low-risk neighborhoods. The interaction between 

psychopathic trait and neighborhood explained 9% of the variations in delinquency by itself, 

F(1, 1384) = 14.25, p < .001. Simple slope tests revealed that low level of high-risk 

neighborhood did predict delinquent behaviour, β = .19, p< .001. At high levels of high-risk, 

the direct effect was larger, β = .38, p< .001. This means that adolescents with psychopathic 

traits have a risk to engage in delinquent berhaviour that is dependent on low or high high-

risk neighborhood.   

 

Clarification of the joint effect between psychopathic traits and neighborhood on delinquency 
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Discussion  

The present study showed that adolescents who report psychopathic traits are more 

likely to engage in delinquent behaviour than adolescents without such traits. Not only did 

psychopathic traits predict delinquency in adolescence but also high-risk neighborhood. 

Adolescents who lived in a high-risk neighborhood had a higher risk for becoming 

delinquent. Although high-risk areas were found to be a risk factor for engaging in delinquent 

behaviour, it was not as strongly as psychopathic traits. We also found that boys are more 

likely to engage in delinquent behaviours than girls. Lastly, we found a joint effect of 

psychopathic traits and high-risk neighborhood on delinquency. Meaning that adolescents 

who has high levels of psychopathic traits and lives in a high-risk neighborhood are at higher 

risk for developing delinquent behaviour than adolescents with high levels of psychopathic 

traits who lived in low-risk neighborhoods.  

The association between delinquency and psychopathic traits is also strengthened by 

previous research. Not only is delinquency common in adolescence, but studies show that 

crime is larger and more outspread among individuals with psychopathic traits (Newburn, 

2017; Pechorro et al., 2014; Mosterio et al, 2016). Individuals with psychopathic traits have 

greater stability and frequent antisocial behaviour which can lead to them engaging in more 

serious and violent behaviour (Newburn, 2017). It i shown that individual who have an early 

onset of conduct problems will continue this behaviour at older age (Frick, Ray, Thornton & 

Kahn, 2014). Because of that it is possible to believe that individual who obtain high levels of 

psychopathic traits have a possible development of life course delinquency due to their 

persistency in delinquent behaviour. Not only does this lead to a path of struggles for the 

individual but the individual's environment also gets affected. It is important for the society to 

act and inhibit these kinds of behaviour to develop. By recognizing different subgroups it 

could be guiding for future research on the causes of delinquent behaviour in adolescents. 

This could support the clinical importance for designing different treatment programs. 

High-risk area was also found to be a risk factor for engaging in delinquent 

behaviour, however, not as strongly as psychopathic traits. Individual who grow up in high-

risk areas lay in the risk zone for develop delinquent behaviour in adolescence (Patchin et al., 

2006). In line with recent studies (Meier et al., 2008), in our study we used lack of cohesion 

and perception of threat as indicators of high-risk neighborhoods. From our results we can 

draw the conclusion that delinquency is motivated when a neighborhood lacks safety, has low 

informal social control and social cohesion. We believe that in a neighborhood where the 

adults and parents don't care what their adolescents are doing in their free time and crime is 
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common it becomes easier for individuals to develop delinquent behaviour. When adults 

don’t have an insight in the adolescentce life, which we know is a time for them where they 

want to experience new things and are rowdy, they become more susceptible to engage in 

delinquency. Due to the differences between boys and girls in delinquency it is shown that 

boys are more likely than girls to engage in delinquent behaviour (Pechorro et al., 2014; Brå, 

2018). This was also seen in our results where boys were responsible for more delinquent 

behaviour than girls.  

Knowing that high-risk areas is a risk factor for adolescents we wanted to investigate 

if it moderates the association between delinquency and psychopathic traits. According to 

Meier (2008) the personality risks are more related to delinquency in high-risk 

neighborhoods. Our results showed that even if a neighborhood is little or highly high-risk 

neighborhood, adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits are still likely to engage in 

delinquency. Trying to explain this phenonmen we present a biological explanation due to 

our results that intrapersonal factors also matters. According to Eysenck biosocial theory 

(1993) the personality dimension of psychopathic traits is being aggressive, anti-social, 

egocentric, impulsive and having lack of empathy. By obtaining high levels of these traits 

adolescents are more likely to develop delinquent behaviour. The theory suggests that 

process- conditioning works different for different individuals and is largely genetically 

determined (Eysenck, 1993; Newburn, 2017). Eysenck (1993) put weight to the importance 

of genetics and biological functions of adolecents with high levels of psychopathic traits 

when explaining why they become delinquent. However, our results showed that 

neighborhood accentuated the differences in delinquency that exist between adolescents who 

has low, medium or high levels of psychopathic traits. In low-risk neighborhoods there are 

few differences in delinquency between adolescents who has low, medium or high levels of 

psychopathic traits. In high-risk neighborhoods there are substantial differences between 

adolescents who has low, medium or high levels of psychopathic traits. We belive the lack of 

cohesion in high-risk neighborhoods affect adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits 

because of the low social pressure against commiting crimes in high-risk areas. What we 

found indicates that the effect intrapersonal risks have on delinquency is accentuated by 

contextual factors. Meaning that high-risk neighborhood aggravated the effect of personality 

risk on delinquent behavior. This is strengthened by (Meier et al., 2008) that personality risks 

are more related to delinquency in high-risk neighborhoods compared to low-risk 

neighborhoods. We have seen the importance of what effect psychopathic traits has on 

delinquency depending on if the neighborhood is little or highly high-risk.  
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This study has limiatations. First our study does not investigate genetics and 

environment. More specific the genetics that interference with psychopathic traits and how 

they can be aggravated in environment that are seen as a risk factor. For further research this 

could be current and an extension of the present study, because genetics and environment 

both can develop delinquent behaviour (Hare, 2003). In this study we used a quantitative 

method approach with already collected data. To gain a deeper understanding of how the 

individual and contextual risk factors increase the risk to develop delinquent behaviour in 

adolescents, mixed methods could be performed where a qualitative method is also included, 

in form of interviews. By interviewing teachers and parents, it can help to understand what 

causes these adolescents to engage in delinquent behavior at a more profound level. It would 

give us deeper material to work it, meaning that we would get better understanding from the 

issue. Research on different types of psychopathic traits is suggested to understand what the 

different traits lead to, and how it’s related to delinquency to get further knowledge about 

how to prevent adolescents who for example are impulsive. Further research on this topic 

may also be to investigate which factors in high-risk areas that contributes to negative 

outcomes. By identifying those risk factors, it can help prevent the negative outcomes and 

positive effects can be introduced into high-risk areas. 

 This study has also important strenghts. First, the 74 items that we used for this study, 

measuring psychopathic traits, delinquency, the neighborhood cohesion and perception of the 

danger in the neighborhood, has been extensively used by previous researcher. This provided 

high validity and reliability of the measures that we used. Another strength with the present 

study is that we have many participants which means that our sample is large and increases 

generalizability to the Swedish population. We can therefore draw conclusions from our 

results that Swedish adolescents with psychopathic traits more or less will engage in 

delinquent behaviour. Also, our study is a novelty. Regarding the joint effect of neighborhood 

on adolescents with psychopathic traits and how it effects delinquent behaviour we can 

express ourselves being the first one in Sweden that have looked at the interaction effect. 

In this study we didn’t look at protective factors. Future efforts can be implemented to 

reduce the negative outcomes of adolescence with psychopathic traits and high-risk areas. As 

the results in this study show, adolescents with high levels of psychopathic traits develop 

delinquent behaviour that is also dependent on low or highly high-risk neighborhood. 

Therefore, future studies should focus on individual and contextual variables that can prevent 

the occurrence of delinquent behaviour among adolescents with psychopathic traits. For 

example, it is important to take in account is that the majority of research about psychopathic 
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traits and delinquency has been done on males (Vaughn, Newhill, DeLisi, Beaver, Howard, 

2008), we suggest more gender research on this issue, especially on girls. From this study we 

can learn that human beings can develop delinquent behaviour from biological defects, but also 

from contextual factors such as lack of safety and cohesion in a neighborhood. Adolescents 

who obtain high levels of psychopathic traits are also affected by the contextual matter and 

high-risk neighborhood is a risk factor for adolescents with these traits to engage in delinquent 

behavior. We have understood that there are differences in delinquency depending on low or 

highly high-risk neighborhood meaning that neighborhood aggravates the effect of personality 

risk on delinquent behavior. We hope our study has given increased knowledge about 

adolescents with psychopathic traits and high-risk neighborhoods.  
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