
Örebro University 
School of Humanities, Education and Social Sciences 
Date: August 27, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constructing Terrorism 
 

A Critical Discourse Analysis on the Construction of Terrorism in Bangladeshi English-Language 
Newspaper Editorials 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                           MK 4037, Media and Communication Studies 
                                                                                                      Master of Global Journalism 
                                                                                      Supervisor: Ahmed Mohamed-el-Gody 
                                                                                                          Author: Nirjhar Mazumder 

 



ii 
 

   Acknowledgement  
 

I never thought I could write a thesis on a topic, with which I am so deeply related. It was an 
immense emotional burden for me to keep my own self apart from the topic I chose and not be biased 
at the same time. Being a direct victim, and still refraining from being attached with the topic was way 
harder than anything I ever faced in my life, except the problem itself. While this dilemma (or anger & 
frustration) became a burden for me at some point, in other times, it was the very reason that kept me 
going.  
 

In this journey, there are many people who directly helped me -both to be alive and still 
investing myself not on this thesis only but on my life as well. Being grateful is simple insufficient to 
honor them.  
 

Christer Sturmark - Who simply knows how to do magic and defeat me in chess; Gunilla 
Backman - The charming friend; Leo- The kid whom I always irritate; Benedicte Berner - Who will 
never let me down in any problem; Bitte Söderberg Roth - The soul savior; Goran Lambertz- A truly 
philosophical friend who always kept me strong;  Lena & Mats Kraitsik family- The protective 
guardians, not less than my parents; Elisabeth Masur -Our adopted grandma!!!; Dinky Daruvala - Who 
knows all my secrets; Benjamin Hadley- My best buddy; Ulf Gustafsson- Savior in times of darkness; 
Viveka Risberg - A strong angel; Erik Nilsson and my two contacts at Swedish Police, who literally 
ensured that I continue living despite many big odds; you guys became a part of my life, became my 
world and family in an alien land and I have a very very special place for all of you in my heart.   

 
Heartiest thanks to my supervisor Mr Ahmed Mohamed-el-Gody, not only for providing 

guidance in this thesis. Without a sudden meeting with him back in 2015, I would probably let myself 
destroyed in desperation. Sir, thanks for pointing out that I was going to break in that day back in 
2015. The sudden meeting pulled me from the verge of falling down to a deep darkness of frustration, 
fear, anger and anguish. You were the first lifebuoy I could hold while drowning in an ocean.  

 
Fatema Akhter - My muslim mother, who had no problem protecting her secular humanist son, 

whom she never gave birth; My two sisters - Mitra & Subarna Mazumder, my own parents -Kuntal & 
Dipti Mazumder - I know I am not a good brother and a good son, but I still know it will never matter 
for any of you to love and support me.  

 
Probir Bidhan (former Deputy News Editor of Dhaka Tribune) and Moshiur Rahman Biplob 

bhai, I am forever grateful. With brother-at-arms like you, even the deadliest terrorist group seems 
dim.  

 
Also Sabbir bhai, I know you do not care for an expression of gratitude, for that you always 

being there as a pillar of support, no matter what it takes with unconditional, avowed serving attitude. 
Being there in person, each and every time when I needed it the most says all about what you really 
mean to me.  

 
Lastly, Mili- I am sorry for all the everlasting pain that you are still taking due to what I do. I am 

such a sorry excuse of being a soulmate, but I know that nothing matters to you to love me. With you 
beside, even a whole world against me is no match, that we already proved together.    
 

Very secretly, it is all of you guys, who are what I always try to be. Love…. 
 
 

 
 
 

 



iii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

List of Tables vi  

List of Figures 

ABSTRACT vii  

1. INTRODUCTION …………………………………………………………………1 

1.1. Research Purpose …………………………………………………………………….......1 

1.2 Research question …………………………………………………………………………2 

1.3 Motivation of the Research ………………………………………………………………2 

1.4 Thesis Outline ……………………………………………………………………………..4 

2. CONTEXT ………………………………………………………………………..6 

2.1 An overview of Bangladesh ……………………………………………………………..6 

2.2 Political History of Bangladesh ………………………………………………………..7 

2.2.1 International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), Shahbag demonstration &  

Shapla Square protest ……………………………………………………………..9 

2.3 Media system and media policy in Bangladesh ……………………………………..11 

2.4 Media Landscape and Ownership ……………………………………………………13 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW ……………………………………………………...15 

3.1 Definition of Terrorism ………………………………………………………………..15  

3.2 Terrorism as tactics for communication purpose ………………………………….22 

3.3 Representation of Domestic & Foreign Terrorism ………………………………..23 

3.4 Involvement and Counter Arguments on religiously motivated terrorist attacks.25  

 

 

 

 



iv 
 

 

4. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ………………………………………………...27 

4.1 Concepts of Terrorism as a Social Construction of Reality……………………………27  

4.1.1 Symbolism and Collective Identity ……………………………………………28 

4.1.2 Symbolic interactionism……………………………………………………..…28  

4.2 Introducing Discourse analysis ……………………………………………………………29 

4.2.1 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) ……………………………………………31 

4.2.1.1 Fairclough’s model of CDA ………………………………………………32  

  4.2.1.1.1 Textual properties…………………………………………………..33  

  4.2.1.1.2 Discursive properties ………………………………………………34 

4.2.1.1.3 Social practices ……………………………………………………34  

4.3 Ideology in CDA ……………………………………………………………………………35  

4.4 Representation in CDA ……………………………………………………………………35  

5. Methodology and Empirical Material ……………………………………………37  

5. 1 The Dialectical-Relational Approach (DRA) and its key concepts …………………37  

5.2 Analytical Framework …………………………………………………………………….38  

5.3 Empirical Material ………………………………………………………………………..39  

5.3.1 Data Collection  ………………………………………………………………39  

5.3.2 The Daily Star …………………………………………………………………41  

5.3.3 Dhaka Tribune …………………………………………………………………41  

6. Analysis ……………………………………………………………………………..43  

6.1 Thematic Analysis ………………………………………………………………………….43  

6.2 In-depth Analysis …………………………………………………………………………..48  

6.2.1 Theme/Discourse: 1 (The expression of emotions) ………………………….48  

6.2.2 Theme/Discourse: 2 (The identification of action) …………………………..50  



v 
 

6.2.3 Theme/Discourse: 3 (Exposure and identification of motif & organizational structure) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………..53 

6.2.4 Theme/Discourse: 4 (Deployment of Collective Identity and Symbolism) ………...55 

6.2.5 Theme/Discourse: 5 (Responses & remedies) ………………………………………57  

6.2.6 Theme/Discourse: 6 (Consequences) ……………………………………………….59  

7. Conclusion & Discussion ………………………………………………………………...61  

7.1 Do the newspapers uses the common elements of the definition of terrorism? …………...61  

7.2 How have the perpetrators and victims been constructed in the editorials? ……………...63  

7.3 What are the response produced by the editorials? ………………………………………….64  

7.4 How do the editorials provide solutions to the problem? …………………………………..65  

7.5 Limitations & Recommendations ………………………………………………………………65  

BIBLIOGRAPHY …………………………………………………………………………...67  

APPENDICES ……………………………………………………………………………….79 

APPENDIX (A): GTD list of incidences in Bangladesh (2015) …………………………79-85  

APPENDIX (B): List of Incidences (by Terrorist groups) in Bangladesh (2015) …………..86  

APPENDIX (C): TDS Editorial List (2015) ……………………………………………..87-92 

APPENDIX (D): DT Editorial List (2015) ………………………………………………93-95  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

 

List of Tables 

Table-1: Country Rank, Global Terrorism Index & Indicators for Bangladesh ………………3  

Table-2: Frequency of Definitional elements in the research of Schmid & Jongman (1988) .17  

Table-3: Recurring themes of DT editorials on Terrorism ……………………………….44-45 

Table-4: Recurring themes of TDS editorials on Terrorism ……………………………..46-47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 
 

Abstract 

  

Through Critical Discourse analysis, this thesis examined the discursive construction of 

terrorism related events and finds out the common definiens of terrorism in the editorials of 

two Bangladeshi English-medium newspaper. The Daily Star & Dhaka Tribune, both the 

newspapers covered terrorism related events in their editorials throughout the year of 2015. 

This thesis finds out the discrepancies in the produced expression and in the use of other 

common definiens of terrorism in the editorials. The newspapers were different in producing 

expressions against terrorism while sympathetic in portraying the victims and usually 

supported the victims. Both the newspapers represented perpetrators from ideological 

perspective, while distancing the ideologies from religious teachings. The newspapers identify 

terrorism as a serious threat both to security, social stability and perceives terrorist attacks as a 

threat to many crucial democratic values. In light of the problem, the newspapers suggested 

various policy recommendation, criticized the law enforcement for failures and emphasized 

on the engagement of religious clerics to curb terrorism from a Bangladeshi perspective, 

while stressing on the promotion of secular values of the country and its society. 

  

Keywords: Terrorism, Religious extremism, violent extremism, CDA, Editorials, newspaper, 

Bangladesh Press, Social Construction, Definition of Terrorism, Social Reality. Dialectical 

Relational Approach; ISIS, AQIS, JMB, Blogger killing. 
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1.Introduction 

In 2015, Bangladesh have seen a sharp 270% rise on all type of terrorist attacks, 150% 

increase in numbers of deaths and a staggering 546% increase in injuries caused by terrorists 

attacks compared to 2014 (U.S. Department of State 2018 pp. 5-6.). Religiously-motivated 

transnational groups like al-Qa’ida in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) claimed many attacks notably on religious minorities, government 

installations (Country Report on Terrorism 2015, pp. 235.) as well as bloggers, publishers, aid 

workers and police. While internal political violence continued amid local political groups 

since the last months of 2014 and throughout 2015, the wave of religiously motivated attacks 

claimed by transnational groups in 2015 started with the killing of Avijit Roy- a very 

prominent Science writer and Founder of Mukto-Mona (Muktamanā; Translation: Free-

Thinker) on February 26th, 2015. Followed by this murder, the killing of three other bloggers 

and one publisher on March 30, May 12, August 7, and October 31 was claimed by AQIS 

along with nine attacks claimed by ISIL including those on September 28, October 3, 

November 18 (Country Report on Terrorism 2015, pp. 235-236.) and reportedly on October 

24, November 4 and December 25.  These events and the trend as a whole were heavily 

politicized by different social, political and state actors and thus perceived differently.  

 

1.1. Research Purpose 

 

This thesis will conduct Critical Discourse Analysis (henceforth CDA) as a 

methodological paradigm to find out how Bangladeshi English-language newspapers 

constructed “Terrorism” during the year 2015, with a goal to have a closer look at the 

perception of editorials and opinions regarding terrorism.  

 

Primary analysis of this research will focus how events of terrorism-claimed and 

suspected by local and transnational groups were depicted in two English newspapers.  For 

this research, I chose The Daily Star(TDS) [http://www.thedailystar.net], and Dhaka Tribune 

(DT) [http://www.dhakatribune.com] -- one of the oldest broadsheet newspaper and most 

youngest broadsheet-turned-tabloid respectively. Both the newspapers largely keeps the 

broadsheet-like characteristics in their stories and also maintains a vivid online presence as 

well. I analyzed only editorials on the websites particularly focused to the events related or 

suspected by religiously-motivated local or transnational groups. Terrorism in its 

transnational form is considered a serious factor in multi-dimensional diplomatic relations and 

http://www.thedailystar.net/
http://www.dhakatribune.com/
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press freedom and thus English newspapers were chosen. Both the newspapers have well-

organized archives for the chosen sections suitable for research online. Given their strong 

presence in online, both of the newspapers are able to reach out to international audience as 

well.  

 

1.2 Research question  
 

According to Zachary Abuza (2003), words like “militant, radical, extremists are 

interchangeably used with “terrorist”. People possess an ambiguous idea of what construct 

terrorism-a consequence partly resulted by media as any shocking act of violence, whether 

involving political dissident against government, riots or protest of a militant mob, are grossly 

labeled as “Terrorism” (Hoffman 1998). This research aims to find out how terrorism is 

represented through editorials in Bangladeshi media. We will also aim to identify the 

dominant discourses represented by these editorials.   

 

1. Do the newspapers uses the common elements of the definition of terrorism?  

2. How have the perpetrators and victims been constructed in the editorials? 

3. What are the response produced by the editorials?  

4. How do the editorials provide solutions to the problem?  

 

1.3 Motivation of the Research 
 

After the series of simultaneous bomb-blast at sixty-three district, out of sixty-four in 

Bangladesh in August 17, 2005, terrorism has become a serious law and order issue (Rahman, 

& Kashem 2011). The International Crimes Tribunal (Bangladesh), Much-debated 

amendment in Information & Communication Technology (ICT) Act, Shahbag Movement 

and subsequent movement of Hefajat-e-Islam centering the war crimes issues added a web of 

multi-dimensional complexity in the situation.  

 

This issue also has become an effective element in political blame game. These 

attacks was attributed to political opponents and local extremists by the government (Country 

Report on Terrorism 2015, pp. 235), despite repeated claims from transnational terrorist 

groups. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s government repeatedly insisted that many of the 

killings are an attempt to discredit her government and accused Bangladesh Nationalist Party-

the largest opposition and Bangladesh Jamaat-e Islami (Clapper 2016). A terrorist was 

partially condoned by her after attacking a blogger (Ganguly & Riaz  2016).  
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The common target of terrorist attacks during 1999-2010 period was procession of 

political and cultural entities, grossly considered as secular (e.g., Awami League,Jatiya 

Samajtantrik Dal, cultural groups and celebration of local customs like new year’s 

celebration) and social elements (Rahman 2016, p. 76.). Though the attacks are analogous in 

term of the nature of targets (Rahman 2016, p. 76.), but became focused more on individuals 

than on entities earlier after 2010. Description of the post-2010 period attack suggests that the 

nature and goals of these attacks became more specific instead of broader and unspecific 

unlike those in pre-2010 period.    

 

The Table below will help us to put things into perspective and build up the reason of 

critically examining the editorials written in response of terrorist events in 2015. This Table 

was formulated by using data from Global Terrorism Index (Global Terrorism Index 2017).  

 

(Table-1):   Country Rank, Global Terrorism Index & Indicators for Bangladesh  
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Through almost all of the individual indicators, the list shows that 2015 was the most 

violent year in decades in the history of Bangladesh. Besides, the issue of “religious 

sentiment” has always been a sensitive issue for the Bangladeshi society. However, this issue 

was invoked after each of the murder of secular blogger, and writer and successfully managed 

to polarized the society, especially after the murder of Ahmed Rajib Haider Avijit Roy in 

2015- which got wide national and international attention. 

 

Throughout the decade Bangladesh has seen many of such atrocities. But the overall 

view of research in Media and Communication studies in English language shows a 

significantly low amount of CDA-research concerning terrorism in Bangladesh. This analysis 

of editorials in Bangladeshi media regarding terrorism through CDA, thus contribute a 

detailed, timely and unique research and fulfil the gap accordingly.  

 

1.4 Thesis Outline 
 
This research is aimed at studying How Bangladeshi newspapers constructed terrorism. Thus, 

this thesis is divided into eight chapters. Followed after the Introduction chapter, the  

 

Context chapter will provide the general background of Bangladesh, focusing the political 

history and political climate, the Bangladeshi media system, history and description of related 

contemporary topics relevant for the research.   

 

The third is the Literature Review chapter. It will focus on the literature primarily from the 

field of media studies, related with terrorism.   

 

The Theoretical Framework will describe the theory of Social Construction of reality in light 

of Terrorism along with conceptualizing discourse, theoretical description of CDA and a 

description of Fairclough’s model of CDA 

 

The Methodology & Empirical Material chapter will discuss Fairclough’s Dialectical-

Relational Approach and describe the data collection process, giving a thorough overview of 

the two newspapers involved in this study.  
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The Analysis chapter will examine and interpret the editorials after putting them through the 

methodology developed in chapter 4. 

 

The result of the analysis is presented in the Conclusions & Discussion chapter, that will sum 

up all the findings and answer the research question focusing the theoretical framework. The 

Bibliography and the Appendices will be followed by this chapter.  
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2. Context  
 

This chapter will provide background information about Bangladesh, the political 

history, The phases and notable events of terrorism in Bangladesh and a brief discussion on 

the country’s media system and policy.  

2.1 An overview of Bangladesh  

The conventional long form of the name of the country is “People’s Republic of 

Bangladesh” in English. Bangladesh is located in South Asia  with a total area of 148,460 sq 

km and a population of 157,826,578 people up until July 2017 (cia.gov, 2018). The country 

has a total of 4,142km border with India and 271 km border with Myanmar (cia.gov, 

2018).  Among the population, 98% are Bengali and 1.1% are other ethnic groups. As of 

2013, 89.1% of the total population are Muslims, while 10% are Hindus and the rest of the 

population follows Buddhism and Christianity (cia.gov, 2018). As of 2018, Bangladesh is the 

8th largest country in the world in population (cia.gov, 2018). Of the total population, 36.6% 

lives in urban areas (cia.gov, 2018). The capital city Dhaka is the largest urban area with an 

estimated population of 19, 578 million, while the second largest urban area is Chittagong 

with 4.816million people living in it(cia.gov, 2018). Khulna, Rajshahi and Sylhet are third, 

fourth and fifth largest city in the comparison of inhabitants. 39.73% of the total population 

are aged between 25-54, while the average life expectancy of the entire population is 73.4 

years (cia.gov, 2018). The country is divided into eight administrative divisions. These are: 

Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal, Sylhet, Mymensingh & Rangpur.  

 

Garments and Jute are the largest export industry in Bangladesh and Bangladesh 

stands as second largest in exporting garments and the largest producer of Jute. Garments 

industry exports around 80% of the total (cia.gov, 2018). The GDP (real growth rate) is 7.1% 

(in 2017), compared to 6.8% (in 2015) (cia.gov, 2018). Bangladesh is a parliamentary 

democracy, where President is the Head of the State and Prime Minister being head of the 

government.   
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2.2 Political History of Bangladesh 

Bangladesh was a part of the Indian subcontinent, which was divided and became two 

independent state in 1947, when the British colonial rule ended. Taking religion as the 

determining factor, the idea of the creation of two state was the key in the creation of the two 

state - the Hindu majority India and the Muslim majority Pakistan (East and West). The two-

nation theory was originated based on the idea of creating a separate nation-state for the 

Muslims (Mallah, 2007).   

 

In 1947, when the British colonial rule ended, the State of Pakistan was created in east 

and west side of India, separated by a 1500 Km long territory of India (BBC News, 2018). 

This has introduced an ever-going tension between religious and secular identity, which later 

spanned into politics of both India and Pakistan. The East Pakistan later separated from the 

West pakistan after a nine-month long war of independence and became a new country -

Bangladesh.   

 

The formation of Pakistan was solely based on religious similarity. Except for similar 

religion there were little similarity in other aspects of life. One major dissimilarity was the 

language -the starting point of tension between the two nation - Bengalis (of East Pakistan) 

and Pakistanis (of West Pakistan). In a speech at Dhaka’s Racecourse ground, the founding 

father and the then Governor-General of Pakistan and the creator of the Two-State theory, 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah declared “Urdu only” as the state’s language as Urdu, according to 

him, embodied the spirit of Islam (banglapedia.org, 2018a). The response erupted from this 

declaration reached in its climate in February 21st, 1952, when police opened fire at a 

demonstration at Dhaka University killing six and injuring many protestors (BBC News, 

2002).   The language movement was the initiation of a struggle that later climaxed into the 

fight for independence of Bangladesh and subsequent independence.  

 

Under the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman- the founding father of 

Bangladesh, Awami League (AL), which was formed in 1949, won 167 seats, out of 169 

constituencies of East Pakistan, and out of 300 seats in the national parliament in Pakistan 

(Mannan, 2015), thus making him a symbolic figure, not less important than the country’s 

movement for freedom. Refusing to recognize the result of the election, the leaders of West 

Pakistan, led by President Yahya Khan started delaying the power transition and started a talk 

with Bangabandhu. After the talk failed, the Pakistani army started a pre-planned crackdown 
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on March 25th, 2917 and arrested Bangabandhu (banglapedia.org, 2018a). Moments before 

the arrest, Bangabandhu made the Declaration of Independence of Bangladesh, which was 

announced twice on March 26th and 27th in the name of Banganadhu (banglapedia.org, 

2018b). The series of events initiated the nine-month long war. To lead the war, the first 

Bangladeshi government was formed in exile with the elected representatives of AL, that took 

oath on April 17, 1971 (banglapedia.org, 2018c). The war ended with the surrender of the 

Pakistani army to the joint command of Bangladeshi force and Indian Army  in the eastern 

theatre on December 16th, 1971- marking the day as the Victory day of Bangladesh. In the 

course of war, one of the largest genocide in 20th century was occurred upon the people living 

in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). This genocide caused an estimated death of three million 

people (Alston, 2015; p.40) of Bangladesh.  

 

The first constitution of Bangladesh adopted Secularism as one of the main four 

principles in 1972. However, in the 8th amendment on  June 7, 1988, Islam has been adopted 

as the state religion, allowing religious parties like Jamaat-e-Islami into politics (Hussain, 

2007).  

 

On August 15th, 1975, the father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

was assassinated with all the other family. Only two of his daughters -Sheikh Hasina and 

Sheikh Rehana survived the assassination.  This assassination formed political ground for 

General Ziaur Rahman to emerge in power. However, General zia himself was also 

assassinated by a military coup in 1981. Following this coup, General Hussain Muhammad 

Ershad assumed power.  

 

In short, after the assassination of Bangabandhu, Bangladesh went under the rule of 

military dictators up until 1991, when the country’s first meaningful election was held with 

the participation of all the major political parties.  

 

Followed by a civil unrest in 1990, Ershad resigned on December 6th, 1990. On February 

27, 1991, a widely-accepted election was held, where a coalition led by Bangladesh 

Nationalist Party won having Jamaat-E-Islami as main ally. In the parliamentary election held 

in June, 1996, Awami League won and formed the government. In the general election of 

2001, BNP-led four party alliance, the other being mostly Islamist political parties, won and 

formed a government. This period was particularly known for a series of violent terrorist 

attacks. Following the end of the term of BNP-led government in October, 2006, there were 
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massive political clash over disagreement on the formation of an interim caretaker 

government. On January, 2007, under the pressure of the military, the then President Iajuddin 

Ahmed stepped down from his position as the President and also the Chief Adviser (similar to 

the position of Prime Minister, but limited only during the term of the interim caretaker 

government). Backed by the army, a new interim caretaker government was formed headed 

by Fakhruddin Ahmed- a former World Bank economist. This military-backed government 

then arrested both the former Prime Ministers on various charges in a bid to reform the two 

main political parties, subsequently releasing both of them before the general election in 

December, 2008. In this election, Awami League won a landslide victory and formed a 

government that took oath in January 6th, 2009. This new government by AL, abolished the 

system of interim caretaker government, thus contradicting their own previous political stand. 

In 2011, the government readopted “secularism” in the constitution in a bid to return to the 

original constitution (enabled in 1972) of the country. In the pre-scheduled 10th general 

election, almost all the other political parties, except a faction of Jatiya Party led by Rowshan 

Ershad, boycotted the election and thus giving Awami League a one-sided walkover win.  

 

Probably the most monumental and important issue during 2009-2014 AL led 

government was the initiation of a war crime tribunal, followed by a mass secular uprising in 

2013 and a counter-uprising of the Islamist groups. This particular topic will be discussed in 

the following subsection under this chapter. 

 
2.2.1 International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), Shahbag demonstration & 

Shapla Square protest  
 

As said earlier, during the nine-month long liberation war in 1971, systematic violence 

was committed by both state and non-state actors. Given the historic appeal of the war crimes 

issue, Awami League promised to try war criminals in their election manifesto during the 

parliamentary election in 2008. 

 

In 1973, Bangladeshi government under the leadership of Bangabandhu, passed 

International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 to try war criminals. The Act has been amended 

by the parliament in July 9th, 2009, following a vote in the parliament on March 25th, 2009 

that took the decision to form a tribunal and start the judicial process. On March 25th, 2010, 

the first tribunal was formed under the amended ICT Act of 1973 -marking the 39th 

anniversary of the beginning of massacre by Pakistani army on March 25th, 1971.This 

tribunal issued its first indictment in 2010, and by 2012, nine leaders of Jamaat -E-Islami 
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were indicted. It needs to be noted that the main perpetrators of the war crimes - the Pakistani 

army, were out of the reach of the Bangladeshi court and thus the judicial process started with 

their local auxiliary forces - Razakars, Al-Badr and Al-shams to name a few. These local 

auxiliary forces were mainly formed with the activists and members of Jamaat-E-Islami (JeI), 

mostly Bengalis. Politically the party opposed the creation of Bangladesh and separation from 

Pakistan.     

 

On February 5th, 2013, the first verdict of ICT was announced against Abdul Quader 

Mollah -assistant secretary of JeI. Following the conviction of shooting 344 people (known as 

Alubdi massacre) killing of pro-liberation poet Meherunnesa, her mother and two brother and 

three other conviction of killing, rape and massacre out of five, Mollah was handed a life 

imprisonment.  

 

Moments after the verdict was announced, call for gathering at Dhaka’s Shahbag square 

were made in social media, including a facebook event arranged by bloggers and activists of 

Bangladesh Bloggers & Activist Network (BOAN). The movement grown rapidly, probably 

within hours throughout the country. Facebook and twitter and a group of pro-secular 

Bangladeshi bloggers played the most important role in the initiation and conducting the 

movement through disseminating information via various social media and blogs.  

 

Initially the movement was a demonstration of outrage, mainly by urban youths, who 

were dissatisfied on the verdict, given that Mollah was handed an life-imprisonment and not a 

death sentence -the highest form of punishment available under the law, despite his crimes 

were proven. Though the initial demand of the protest was to serve Mollah the highest form 

of punishment - death sentence, later the demands were extended to a much wider extent, 

including the full reinstatement of the original constitution of 1972, banning JeI as a political 

party, highest form of punishment for all convicted war criminals and a boycott of all kind of 

institution run by JeI.  

 

During the protest, an outspoken atheist blogger, a member of BOAN and key organizer 

of the movement, Ahmed Rajib Haider, was killed outside of his home on February 15th, 

2013. A group named Ansarullah Bangla Team, later affiliated with AQIS took the 

responsibility of the killing. Many activists affiliated with the movement were killed in a 

targeted manner throughout the year 2013. Following the murder of Rajib, a smear campaign 

against Shahbag movement organizers were started branding them and the movement as anti-
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islamic and atheistic (TDS, 2013b). A demand was made by two different Islamist political 

parties -Khelafat Andolon and Islami Oikya Jote (Islamic Solidarity Alliance) seeking death 

penalty for the top bloggers of Shahbag movement on February 18th, 2013. This campaign 

was initiated by Hefajat E Islami (HeI)- a radical islamist organization based in Chittagong, 

Bangladesh. The group claimed Shahbag movement as anti-Islamic, an allegation repeatedly 

denied by BOAN spokespersons (TDS, 2013b). However, pro-islamic religious scholars, 

notably Maolana Farid Uddin Masud -the Imam and cleric of the largest Islamic seminary of 

Bangladesh and the leader of the largest prayer gathering during Eid-Ul-Fitr in Bangladesh, 

supported the Shahbag movement aligning with its demand, particularly banning JeI and 

calling JeI an “enemy of islam” (Bdnews24.com. 2013b).  

 

Against the backdrop, Hefajat E Islami (HeI) started a demonstration seeking 13 different 

demands including establishment of a blasphemy law, death penalty for all the bloggers and 

activists who organized and participated in the Shahbag movement, declaring Ahmadis as 

non-muslim, to mention a few.  

 

On March 5th, 2013, HeI organized a protest at Dhaka’s Shapla Square, primarily 

demanding a trial for the atheist bloggers and legislation for punishment for blasphemy. The 

protest ended violently with a coordinated crackdown by the law enforcements. Numbers of 

death during the crackdown were ranged between 5 (Islam, 2013) to 22 (Al-Mahmood, 2013), 

while HeI leaders claimed that the number of deaths stood around 2000-3,500 (HRW, 2013).  

 

Almost all of the bloggers, who were later killed were either vocal supporters or 

organizer of the Shahbag movement, though a clear correlation between the targeting of the 

bloggers and the movement is yet to be established.    

 

2.3 Media system and media policy in Bangladesh 
 

The constitution of Bangladesh generally guarantees the freedom of the press. In this 

regard, the Constitution of Bangladesh (Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, 

2010) states that:  

 

39. (1) Freedom of thought and conscience is guaranteed. 
 
(2) Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interests of the 
security of the State, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, 
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decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or 
incitement to an offence– 
 
         (a) the right of every citizen to freedom of speech and expression; and 
         (b) freedom of the press, 
are guaranteed. 

 

The media system in Bangladesh is heavily instrumentalized by the government, political 

parties or industrialists with ties to them, similar to what is described by Polarised Pluralist 

Model (Hallin & Mancini, 2007). Most of the media houses in Bangladesh are sponsored by 

politically-connected corporate groups in the form of advertisement revenue or direct 

investment.  

 

In the wake of increasing usage of social media, and internet forum, blogs and other 

community-based online forum, Government of Bangladesh introduced a new amendment in 

the existing Information & Communication Technology Act, 2006. Enacted by BNP- Jamaat 

government in 2006, the AL-led government amended the law in 2013, introducing harsher 

punishment of maximum 14 years (from 10 years) and a fine of Taka 10 million, while 

making offenses non-bailable (Bdnews24.com, 2018). The new amendment enabled law 

enforcement authorities to arrest anyone without a warrant, while in the previous version, 

police had to seek permission before filing a case (Shakil Bin Mushtaq, 2017). Since the 

amendment in 2013, around 700 cases were filed under section 57 at the Cyber Tribunal in 

Dhaka (Adhikary, 2017). A rough translation of section 57(1) of the law suggests:  

 
“If any person deliberately publishes or transmits or causes to be published or 
transmitted in the website or in any other electronic form any material which is false and 
obscene and if anyone sees, hears or reads it having regard to all relevant circumstances, 
its effect is such as to influence the reader to become dishonest or corrupt, or causes to 
deteriorate or creates possibility to deteriorate law and order, prejudice the image of the 
state or person or causes to hurt or may hurt religious belief or instigate against any 
person or organisation, then this activity will be regarded as an offence.” 

 
One of the most discussed events regarding the Section 57, was the arrest of four blogger 

in April, 2013, over “alleged inflammatory postings on the internet on sensitive religious 

issues” (BDnews24.com, 2013). Defending the Act, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina denied any 

intention to use the particular section to intimidate journalists or anyone, (Cpj.org, 2017). 

However, the act could be a mean for individuals or government to clamp down on anyone 

(Bergman, David, in Cpj.org, 2018). Editors’ Council of Bangladesh opined that the particular 

article is contradictory with the constitution while posing a threat to freedom of expression 
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(Prothom Alo, 2017). Journalist Julfikar Ali Manik opined that the particular section created 

“an avenue to misuse power” and an “atmosphere of self-censorship” (Cpj.org, 2017). 

 

2.4 Media Landscape and Ownership  

 

Media channels in Bangladesh includes TVs , Radio, online portals, news agencies and so 

on. This section will provide a brief description of the media in Bangladesh.  

 

According to a statement by the Information Minister Hasanul Huq Inu  at the national 

Parliament in 2014, the total number of dailies in Bangladesh is 345, having 21 English 

dailies among them. Of them highest circulating dailies are Bangla dailies -The Daily 

Bangladesh Pratidin (0.55 million), The Daily Prothom Alo (0.50m) and English daily The 

daily Star (41.5 thousand) (TDS, 2014).   

 

There are 40 licensed private TV channels in total. Of these 40 channels, 25 are approved 

by the ruling Al-led government, 12 in 2009, and 13 in 2013. Of the 13 channels approved in 

2013, most were awarded to ruling party lawmakers or person with ties to the government 

(TDS, 2013) The state-owned TV channel “BTV” began its operation in 1964 and started 

satellite transmission on April 11, 2014 through a different channel named “ BTV 

World”(Btv, 2018).  

 

Apart from the state-owned Bangladesh Betar (Translation: Radio), there are 28 radio 

stations were assigned spectrum for FM radio broadcasting from Bangladesh 

Telecommunication Regulatory Authority (BTRC) (BTRC, 2016). Furthermore, 31 

organization have license Community radio broadcasting (BTRC, 2016).  There are two news 

agencies as well- the government owned Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) and private-

owned United News of Bangladesh (UNB). Also, different international media houses have 

set up bureau offices in Bangladesh. These houses include, but not limited to Associated Press 

(AP), Agency France Press (AFP), Reuters & BBC.   

 

Tele density in Bangladesh stands at 81.93%, while Internet density stands at 30.62% in 

the total population. The number of internet subscribers stood around 40.83 million (in 2015). 

With the rise of internet users, people are leaning to new media channels for information in a 

rapid manner and new media , i.e. facebook, community blogs, has become a powerful tool to 
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disseminate information and forming opinion in the wake of various censorship effort mainly 

from the government. Shahbag movement in 2013 is a milestone example of this (Preetha, 

2013).  While access to internet is usually unrestricted, access to social media, and news sites 

are often blocked by the authority (BBC, 2017).  

 

Media business is saturated with investment from large private corporations in 

Bangladesh. For example, the Transcom Group, one of the largest corporation in electronics, 

pharmaceuticals and beverage, publishes the highest circulated Bangla daily Prothom Alo, 

and English daily The Daily Star. Rival to Transcom group, the leading real estate company, 

the Bashundhara Group owns the Bangla Daily Kaler Kantho & Bangladesh Pratidin, English 

the Daily Sun and online banglanews24.com. Persons associated with another large business 

entity -Gemcon group, publishes online portal banglatribune.com and English daily Dhaka 

Tribune.     

 

Media in Bangladesh are often polarized, and aligned with the main political factions in 

Bangladesh (BBC, 2017), while being a vibrant industry. Close ties with political persons and 

corporate groups influences the stand of media to a great extent.  
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3. Literature Review 
 

Terrorism is a multidimensional phenomenon with political, legal, sociological, 

religious, economic, psychological and military implications. The term “Terrorism” was first 

coined during the French revolution, which was largely state-sponsored violence (Matusitz, 

2013). Etymologically the word Terrorism derived from Latin Terrere, meaning “frighten” or 

“tremble”, whereas the prefix “ism” originated from French isme connoting “practice” 

(Matusitz, 2013). 

 

But, the account of terrorism can be traced back long before it was coined dated back to 

the era of Assurnasirpal-the king of Assyria during 884-860 BCE) as Roux (1966) opined. 

Another early terrorist group was the Sicarii (66-73CE), that adopted violence acts to 

persuade political change (Matusitz, 2008, 2011). One of the most notable terrorist attacks in 

the history of terrorism, as identified by Chaliand & Blin (2007, cited in Matusitz, 2013), was 

Assassin's’ assassination of Nizam al-Mulk, a Persian grand vizier of Turkish Seljuq sultan. 

The Assassins has a great similarity in belief, both political and religious; and tactics with 

those of the modern-day terrorist. Another ancient group- the Thugs of India, or Thuggees or 

the Thugee cult from 13th to the 19th century, who performed ritualistic killing to please the 

Hindu goddess Kali, mutilate the victim’s body before robbing the victim’s belongings. In the 

Franco-Prussian war (1870-1871), the French and Russian peasants engaged in asymmetric 

warfare and considered terrorists (Matusitz, 2013). While these examples can be associated 

with “old terrorism”, two militant Zionist group- Stern Gang and Irgun, both active in 

between 1931 to 1948 can be associated with “new terrorism”. 

 

3.1 Definition of Terrorism 
 

Since the recent wave of violence, particularly against bloggers and, grossly speaking, 

secular activists in Bangladesh have started, the application and understanding of the word 

terrorism became increasingly ambiguous and harder for classifying an act of violence into 

terrorism. 

 

While defining terrorism as a whole is not the central aim and beyond possibility in this 

thesis due to limitation of spaces and scope, but finding elements that construct terrorism 

within the context of Bangladesh is aimed to achieve through this thesis. Thus a holistic 

approach is accommodated to review the literature related within this discipline, only to grasp 
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the “framing” of terrorist attacks, understanding its application and the response of media it 

evoked.  

 

On the pretext of French revolution, Maximilien Robespierre- one of the revolution’s 

frontrunner said “terror is nothing other than justice, prompt, severe, inflexible” (Matusitz, 

2013, p. 2). However, the word is used as a pejorative term in contemporary meaning today. 

 

A significant uncertainty looms largely on the right way to think about the term, while a 

concrete consensus on the social science definition of terrorism as tactic and doctrine is 

largely unformed (Schmid & Jongman, 2005). Bypassing the question of definition implies 

terrorism as “violence of which we do not approve”- an implicit definition (Schmid & 

Jongman, 2005). According to Vought and Fraser, this is an “operationally valid claim”, with 

the drawback of “a situation where governments accuses different activities as terrorism” 

(Vought and Fraser,1986, cited in Schmid & Jongman, 2005). Schmid & Jongman(2005) 

argued that definition of terrorism that uses only one element are non-scientific and usage of 

more elements in defining terrorism helps decreasing ambiguity. Taking the political and 

media climate of Bangladesh into consideration, this is where the significant confusion rises 

on the definiens of terrorism-the definiendum. 

 

Apart from definition of academic nature, there are political and institutional (such as 

issued by United States Department of State and United nations), and in-depth works that 

analyzed the concept on a meta-level (see for instance Goodin, 2006). 

 

Probably the most thorough identification of the definiens of Terrorism was made by 

Dutch scholar Schmid and Jongman (1988) through analyzing 109 definitions, in a content 

analysis (Matusitz, 2013). 
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Table-2: Frequency of Definitional elements in the research of Schmid & Jongman 

(1988)  

 

 
 

In their study, Schmid & Jongman found that average authors use eight categories 

(Schmid & Jongman, 2005), many of which may or may not be included in the above table. 

They also argued that even these 22 elements are inconclusive in constructing a good 
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definition of terrorism. On the other hand, the popular elements might contradict with each 

other. 

 

By stressing to “victim”, and “target audiences” Schmid & Jongman (1988, p. 28) 

defined terrorism as: 

 
“An anxiety-inspiring method of repeated violent action, employed by (semi-)clandestine 

individual, group or state actors, for idiosyncratic, criminal or political reasons, 

whereby-in contrast to assassination-the direct target of violence are not the main 

targets. The immediate human victims of violence are generally chosen randomly 

(targets of opportunity) or selectively (representative or symbolic targets) from a target 

population, and serve as message generators. Threat and violence-based 

communication process between terrorist(organization), (imperiled) victims, and main 

targets are used to manipulate the main target audience(s) , turning it into a target of 

terror, a target of demands, or a target of attention, depending on whether intimidation, 

coercion or propaganda is primarily sought.” 
 

This definition, which includes 16 out of the 22 elements listed in the Table, suggests 

act of violence as a communication process, where “demands” or “attention” are sought 

through violence. At the same time, emphasis on “symbolism” can be traced in this definition 

as well. Murder, assassination, bombing, hostage taking, kidnapping always symbolizes 

something, given the victim or target stands for something else or the act possess 

psychological consequence, for example: fear; can be assumed of P. Thornton’s definition 

(1964), where terrorism was defined as “symbolic act”. 

 

Leonard Weinberg, Ami Pedahzur & Sivan Hirsch-Hoefler conducted a similar study on 

the definition of terrorism in 2004, where they compared 73 definition gather from 55 journal 

article on terrorism (Cited in Schwenkenbecher, 2012; cf. Schmid & Jongman, 2005). The 

most frequent definitional elements in this research were Violence/Force (71%), followed by 

Political (60%) and Threat (41%), which is significantly similar with that of Schmid & 

Jongman. The only significant dissimilarity was that on Fear/Terror.  While 51% of the 

respondent identified fear as definitional element in the research of Schmid & Jongman, trace 

of the element was frequent in only 22% of the definition in Weinberg and colleague’s 

research.  

 

According to Simon (1994), there are 212 different definition of terrorism, out of which 

90 are used by governments and institutions (Matusitz, 2013). Merari (1993) found that three 

common elements of terrorism, namely 1) use of violence; 2) political objectives and 3) aim 
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of propagating fear in a target population; can be traced in the legal definitions used by U.S., 

U.K., and Germany. 

 

Polish Historian Laqueur (1986) argued that the general characteristic of all terrorist 

action is “violence” and “threat of violence”; which is problematic, given it is encompass only 

one element-violence, and other depended of the previous one, and thus broaden the scope of 

including any act, such as riots, into terrorism. Having said that, an act of violence can also be 

classified as an act of terror if carried out with the “intention to install fear” (Whittaker, 

2003), against non-combatants groups. A significant discussion in this regard was raised by F. 

Ochberg- a psychiatrist and respondent in the research of Schmid & Jongman (1988), when he 

said “ in psychiatry terror is an extreme form of anxiety, often accompanied by aggression, 

denial, constricted affect {…}intrusive, repetitive recollection.”. (Schmid & Jongman,2005, p. 

19). Ochberg concluded that he would consider a person terrorist when one attempts methods 

in the definition given by Schmid & Jongman, upon performing victimization onto person(s). 

 

The level of activity of non-state terrorist organizations that are able to place sector of 

the public in constant fear of sudden victimization became the new normal (cf. Schmid & 

Jongman, p. 19) since the wave of terrorist attacks in France and Germany throughout 2015 

and 2016. Likewise, violence was repeated against secular bloggers and other groups in 

Bangladesh through 2015 by non-state actors, resulting a constant fear of being victimized. 

 

Purposefully designed overwhelming fear to inflict upon the mind of other person rather 

than the immediate victims can be equalized with the core concept of terror( R.P. Hoffman, 

1984), such as threat of recurring violence or violence occurred previously to a particular 

group of people by identifying that particular group (example, statement issued by Al Qaeda 

leaders claiming responsibilities of the murder of four Bangladeshi bloggers in 2015, 

publishing “non-vetted” death list containing names of potential victims etc.). Schmid & 

Jongman (2005) opined that a “combination of use of violence and the threat of more to 

come”- repeating the same violence, on same group of target, or people who identify 

themselves similarly with the immediate victim, is the initiation of a terror process. Here, a 

line can be clearly drawn between assassination and “distinct set of violent activity” ( 

example, the murder of blogger Avijit Roy), if the latter “creates a climate of fear by 

calculated or continued atrocity” (D.C Rapport, cited in Schmid & Jongman, 2005, p. 19). 
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Such particular trait of terrorism helps it to differentiate from political violence. 

However, as terror can also be determined as a state of mind, it is hard to determine the 

effects on an individual through an objective description as Schmid and Jongman argued 

(2005), as it might varies in an individual level. Threat towards life, bodily harm or reference 

to previous successful attack can act as stimulus and helps escalating the degree of terror. 

Thus Schmid & Jongman (2005) concluded that an element of terrorism is also “the 

calculated production of a state of extreme fear combined with the exploitation of emotional 

reaction to manipulate the victim or target audience’s behavior. 

 

Act of terrorism fuels in society where a good deal of ambivalence prevails regarding 

the cause that concerns terrorists; a cause to which most people in the context are 

sympathetic, but unable or unwilling to deal with the cause (Rapport, interviewed in Hoffman, 

1984), which, is particularly applicable for groups that are: willing to sacrifice themselves and 

others for their cause, prepared to risk their lives or engage only in low-risk activities, for 

example, bombings(Schmid & Jongman, 2005). While terrorism can initiate association with 

the terrorist, Rapport opined that act of terrorism can initiate “identification with victim”. 

 

Hoffman (1998) approached terrorism as a concept, which is principally known to 

everyone, but harder to concisely define. While the aforementioned researches aimed to 

define terrorism, Hoffman also attempted to differentiate terrorism from other forms of crimes 

and warfare. Notably, these attributions also helps to define a terrorist and differentiate 

between a terrorist from other criminals and irregular fighters.  In defining terrorism, Hoffman 

posits five attributes.  First, terrorism is “political” in its aim and motive. Second, terrorism is 

violent or threatens violence, which is equally important as violence itself. Third, terrorism 

aims to achieve impacts or psychologically influence people- both targets and other than the 

targets, i.e. a wider audience. Fourth, there is an identifiable chain of command or cell 

structure, or individuals or a collection of individuals, and, fifth, related to that this group is 

subnational or non-state actor.      

 

Global Terrorism Database (GTD)- one of the largest open-source database on terrorism 

and also the source of our data about terrorist incidents, collected data in three phases namely 

GTD1(1970-1997), GTD2 (1998-2007) and The National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START).  GTD1 used the definition below to identify 

and include an event into the database:  
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"the threatened or actual use of illegal force and violence by a non-state actor to attain a 
political, economic, religious, or social goal through fear, coercion, or intimidation." 

 
This definition was used by Pinkerton Global Intelligence Service (PGIS), as it had 

collected data for GTD1 up until 1997. During the second phase of data collection under 

GTD2 the original definition adopted by PGIS was parsed and three attributes were made out 

of it (GTD Codebook, pp.-9-10). These three attributes are: 

 

1. The incident must be intentional- the result of a conscious calculation on the part of a 
perpetrator.  

2. The incident must entail some level of violence or immediate threat of violence- 
including property violence, and/or violence against people.  

3. The perpetrators of the incidents must be sub-national actors- as the database does not 
include acts of state terrorism.  

 
In addition of the above definitions and elements, any two of the three criteria below 

were set for any incident to be included:  

 
1. The violent act was aimed at attaining a political, economic, religious, or social goal; 
2.  The violent act included evidence of an intention to coerce, intimidate, or convey 

some other message to a larger audience (or audiences) other than the immediate 
victims; and 

3. The violent act was outside the precepts of International Humanitarian Law/ context of 
legitimate warfare activities.  

 

Anti terrorism Act (2009) of Bangladesh defined terrorism as:  
 

“the purposes of threatening the unity, integration, public security or sovereignty of 
Bangladesh by creating panic among the public or a section of the public with a view 
to compelling the Government or any entity or any person to do any act or preventing 
them from doing any act; kills, causes grievous hurt, confines or kidnaps any person or 
attempts to do the same, or damages or attempts to damage any property of any 
person, entity or the State; abets or instigates any person to murder, injure seriously, 
confine or kidnap any person, or abets or instigates to damage any property of any 
person or entity or the State; or damages or tries to damage the property of any other 
person, entity or the state; conspires or abets or instigates to damage the property of 
any other person, entity or the state; or uses or keeps in possession any explosive 
substance, inflammable substance and arms” 

 
This definition seems too broad, even from the legal perspective, as there is chance to 

label any or every crime as terrorism under this act. It emphasizes to the act itself, while not 

shedding any light on other perspectives, motives and causes of terrorism.  

 

As said before, there are ample written definition of terrorism, almost all of which 

varies, includes or excludes some key concepts. For example, in the United States, the 
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definition for terrorism of almost all the governmental organization, intelligence and other law 

enforcement agencies, i.e. U.S. Department of Justice, Department of Defense, Department of 

State, are different. Though many of them includes some key concepts, but varies in other, 

that too to a significant degree. Terrorism can also be defined as to what it is not.  

 
In this study, I take the stand of identifying fear/terror as a key element in light of 

Schmid & Jongman’s research(2005) as it might help contextualizing the research topic to a 

wider extent combined with most frequent three other definiens- Violence/Force, Political 

and Threat  along with the five attributes of terrorism proposed by Hoffman(1998), given the 

rationale that these elements, though broadly, covers most of the common definiens and thus 

helps to generate a definition that is not too broad and covers almost all of the significant 

aspect of terrorism in any given context- in this case Bangladesh.  

  

3.2 Terrorism as tactics for communication purpose 
 

To understand (and define) terrorism from communication perspective, we will take the 

Harold Laswell’s (1948, cited in Matusitz, 2013) stand on communication, as he argued 

“communication is meant to have an impact on audience”. The end goal of terrorism is not the 

violence or the intended violence, rather, the message or response, that the act of violence 

might produce or distort a message that contrast, or contradict with terrorist’s motive or 

purpose. 

 

This description of Terrorism is described as the “Collective Communication Model of 

Terrorism(CCMT)” by Fischer and colleagues(2010),  that argues psychological and 

behavioral impact produced by terrorist threats is a collective communication process that 

takes place between terrorists and their targets. According to this model, Terrorists are sender 

of a collective message, particular in nature, and the targets( or potential targets), are the 

collective receivers-who possess distinctive attributes like race, religion or social identities.   

 

In criticism to their definition and addressing hidden agenda of non-state terrorism, 

Schmid & Jongman (2005) cited Crelinsten- one of their respondent. Crelinsten argued that 

instead of “indirect method of combat”-as used by Schmid & Jongman, terrorism use “double 

method of victimization”- target of violence and target of demands. This reaffirms CCMT.    

 

One of the basis of violent acts is that is always have a motive and purpose. In their 

definition Schmid & Jongman said that victims of act of violence functions as message 
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generator, and thus, almost always acts as a “strategy of political communication” (Schmid & 

Jongman, 2005). This is true, both for state and non-state actors of terrorism ( such as North 

Korea- state terrorism; and Al Qaeda- non state terrorism). These scholars explicitly opined 

that terrorist acts can be considered as a strategy of communication as well and terrorism 

cannot exist without communication (Schmid & de Graff, 1982). This notion, is of so 

importance that some terrorist groups even structure their violence for the purpose of 

disseminating message through media.  The founder of al-Qaeda Osama Bin laden stated: 

“God willing, you will see our work on the news” (cited in Schmid, 2006), confirm the 

paramount importance of this aspect of terrorism.   

 

The best and quickest method to reach to a larger audience is attention-seeking via 

explicit violence, thus creating a “social noise”, (Simonson, 2001, cited in Matusitz, 2013), 

that facilitate the dissemination of message.  

 

Understanding terrorism from communication perspective, it is important to take 

conduit metaphor into account. According to conduit metaphor, media is used by human for 

encoding purpose- where ideas are put into words, symbol or signs by moving them through a 

channel (a conduit) and reaching to the receivers (Reddy, 1979).   

 

In this particular section, we discussed two of the main form of communication 

dominantly used by terrorists group- social noise and conduit metaphor, all of which helps to 

understand the impacts of these form in a society, but more likely forming a working 

definition that explains the terrorist activities that I took into consideration in this research.  

 

3.3 Representation of Domestic & Foreign Terrorism  
 

In a study on U.S Media coverage of terrorism, Powell ( Powell, 2011, p. 100-101) 

claims that in domestic act of terrorism, media looks for a motive for the act, that in result, 

creates fear, send anti-government message, and more importantly seeking attention, implying 

that motives and reasons in domestic terrorism are explicitly explained.  

 

Powell’s study suggests that media coverage presents domestic event of terrorism as 

single and random without relating the incidents together.  In terms of possible threat in the 

future, media differentiate between domestic and international terrorism. By linking act of 

terrorism to terrorist organizations, this threat picture of further attacks are intensified in case 
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of international terrorism, as Powell observed. Though Powell studied terrorism in the U.S. 

media, this study is somewhat similar with that of her study. However, as this study concerns 

cases of domestic terrorism in the country foreign to the study of Powell, the differences must 

be considered during the study.  

 

In another study conducted by Hoffman (1998) of U.S media headlines in the 1970s, he 

noticed that newspapers, keen for “objectivity and neutrality”, used the terms terrorists and 

terrorists surprisingly little, and interchanged these terms with other terms, i.e. 

extremists.  While the context of Hoffman’s study is old and conducted in a different 

geopolitical situation, the argument of media favouring neutral terminology is probably true 

to date. Hoffman also opined that term terrorist is connotated with negativism so much that 

even the terrorists themselves do not want to self-portray them with this. Most oftenly, 

terrorist evoke image of defending or avenging something (Hoffman, 1998).  

 

As events of terrorism, fits the frame of entertainment of media by giving away clear 

heroes (victims), and villains (perpetrators), other perspectives are natural to be missed and 

thus producing a simplifying version of the events which is more prone to misleading 

analysis.   

 

In a discourse analysis on Islamic militancy in Bangladeshi newspaper, Khan and 

Govindasamy (2011) argued the identification of the “faceless” militants are vague. The paper 

concluded that in response to the actions of the terrorists, most of the editors produced a 

secular democratic response while portraying a vague identification of the political and social 

doers and continuously emphasizing that there is no space for atrocities in Islam. But the 

point is not if Islam is a peaceful religion or not, the paper argued rightfully. On The Daily 

Star’s editorial, the paper (Khan & Govindasamy, 2011) commented that The Daily Star 

maintained the position that Islam is a peaceful religion, while taking a firm distance from 

“political islam”, emphasizing on the value of a secularist nationalist state. The research of 

Khan and Govindasamy is of enormous significance in our study as my study aims to explore 

if the newspapers’ editorial in 2015 identify and construct the doers, through the definiens of 

terrorism. 
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3.4 Involvement and Counter Arguments on religiously 
motivated terrorist attacks  

      
Hoffman (1993), argues religion is the single most defining characteristics among the 

terrorist organizations in the new age of terrorism since 1960s (Kushner, 1998; Lacqueur, 

2001).  According to Hoffman (1993, p. 2), “violence is first and foremost a sacramental act 

or divine duty executed in direct response to some theological demand or imperative”. For the 

exponential increase in lethality of terrorist acts (Enders and Sandler, 2000), Hoffman argues 

religion to be the reason. Having said that, it needs to be kept in mind that religiously 

motivated terrorist attacks cannot be attributed only with terrorist groups having an Islamic 

background despite having a larger amount of representation. Juergensmeyer (2000) said that 

while religion play a driving factor in terrorist attacks worldwide, it cannot be pinpointed to 

any geographical origin. In favor of his argument, there are ample examples, i.e. the Hindu 

cow-vigilantes and radical Sikhs in India, Buddhist terrorist sect Aum Shinrikyo in Japan. In 

this regard, Lacqueur (1999), suggests that blames should not be put on any one particular 

religion.  

 

To understand act of religiously motivated terrorism, the concept of eschatology - battle 

between good and evil , needs to be taken into account ( Juergensmeyer, 2000).  According to 

the concept of eschatology, terrorists are engaged in an Armageddon, for a holy cause and all 

actions are thus justified (White, 2001). Through dehumanizing, objectifying and demonizing 

individuals, terrorists presents violent act as necessary and justify (from the terrorists’ 

perspective) an act of violence, necessitating these acts for the greater good of mankind(or 

their doctrine).  

 

When it comes to terrorists’ groups with an Islamic background, many opined that the 

motivation and encouragement comes from either the religious text or background 

(Venkatraman, 2007; Ghorayeb, 2002; Israeli, 2002). However, a survey on suicide bombing 

among 350 palestinians at a refugee camp in Lebanon, concluded collective frustration, 

political Islam and poverty to be the reason behind (Khasan, 2003). While this finding indeed 

connects religion with terrorism, still it is unique, given it shows that religion alone can not be 

the determinant for religiously motivated terrorism and thus it can be said that, apart from 

religion there are other contributing factors that can and might contribute to terrorism 

(Ghadbian, 2000). Political environment combined with other factors can contribute and lead 

to the rise of terrorist activity. Merari’s (2004) study on 50 suicide bomber further confirm 
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this position suggesting that suicide bombing is neither an Islamic, nor a religious 

phenomenon. Religion could just be a motivating factor among others (Merari, 2004).    

 

Relating and taking these studies into account, it is worth to examine, if the Bangladeshi 

media identify any such factors (apart from political Islam) for the rise of terrorism. As there 

is a significant discrepancy in the research over terrorism, especially on religion as a 

motivator, thorough and critical examination must be done before taking any stance on 

terrorism within the Bangladeshi context, while checking the other contributing and 

motivational factors, components and most importantly the long-term cause and effects 

perspective behind the recent surge of terrorism in Bangladesh.     
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4. Theoretical Framework  
 

This chapter aims to introduce theories relevant to this study. The first section provides 

idea about terrorism through social construction of reality. The second section discusses about 

discourse analysis, furthering Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Fairclough’s CDA 

followed by discussion of Ideology and representation in CDA.    

 

4.1 Concepts of Terrorism as a Social Construction of Reality  
 

In this section, I present social construction of terrorism through different meaning 

frameworks-social boundaries that surrounds definition of issues originated from people’s 

experience and perception. I also show that the construction of terrorism is based upon social, 

Ideological and psychological elements within meaning frameworks. This section helped me 

to determine the process through which meaning of terrorism is constructed and thus assisted 

me later to compare the construction of terrorism through Bangladeshi media’s editorial 

response with it.  

 

 The term social construction of reality was first coined by Peter Berger and Thomas 

Luckmann (1966), describing the creation of concepts of the world around the people, who 

interacts with it and then plays reciprocally (Matusitz, 2013). These reciprocal roles implants 

meaning in the society in course of being institutionalized and thus, conception of reality by 

people takes root in the institutional fabric of society(Matusitz, 2013).  Thus, social reality is 

constructed socially. But then again, what is reality? Social Construction of reality points to 

the method of Consensus reality to answer this question. Reality is what most people agree 

upon, in other words, general consensus. Again, considering the concern of of people’s partial 

understanding or agreement of knowledge, reality cannot be drawn or defined without doubt. 

Definition of social construct varies on time, location and the reality of any community 

(Matusitz, 2013). 

 

One of the main basis of social construction of reality is language. News reports, by 

using language, links up words with specific problems and issues and thus creates social 

reality (Matusitz, 2013).  Frequent repeat of such process constructs public discourse 

(Gamson, Croteau, Hoynes, Sasson, 1992; Fowler, 1991; Potter & Wetherell, 1987, cited in 

Matusitz, 2013).  Through tracking the emergence of discourse is a way to observe and 

examine the the process of social construction of reality (Matusitz, 2013). Through providing 

logic and consistency to individuals, situation and ideas for guiding moral conduct of a 
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society, discourses become narrative (Matusitz, 2013).  Matusitz (2013) argued that 

established narratives are either intensified or revived through embedding new events into 

existing representation. By deploying narrative fidelity- a style of story-telling understandable 

by audience, allow sender or receiver of message to add meaning on current events (Matusitz, 

2013).  Matusitz (2013) also opined that In the context of U.S., the narrative of Global War on 

Terror (GWOT) was heavily adopted in the local culture during post 9/11 period, profoundly 

influencing the American collective identity. Such collective identity is a product of symbolic 

interactionism invoked by symbolism.   

  
4.1.1 Symbolism and Collective Identity 

 
In post 9/11 era, the discourse of terrorism became institutionalized through different 

form of symbolic expressions, i.e. slogans, patriotic songs and symbols, social activism. Such 

symbolism helps members of the U.S. societies to belong, involve, accept and be accepted and 

pledge allegiance towards the formal and informal socialization, making it generalised while 

transmitting a broad meaning (Matusitz, 2013). Symbolism also led to conceive the thinking 

that strong action is necessary (Matusitz, 2013) to prevent terrorism.  

 

Matusitz (2013) also argued that American collective identity is a strategic theme to 

embrace the national, cultural and social identity. The Global War on Terror (GWOT) 

narrative, in combination with this collective identity helped producing a new social reality 

eliminating conventional reality (Crelinsten, 2003; cited in Matusitz, 2013).  

 

4.1.2 Symbolic interactionism 
 

The theory of Symbolic Interactionism suggests that people communicate through 

symbols of shared nature, i.e. words, definition roles (Matusitz, 2013). In a particular society , 

where social interactions takes place, meanings are received in accordance of that society and 

becomes symbolic. George Herbert Mead, one of the  important figure of symbolic 

interactionism theory, suggests that symbols are significant means of interaction (Mead, 1934, 

cited in Matusitz, 2013), which is constructed in a particular culture and associated with 

behavioral interpretation (Meltzer, 1975, cited in Matusitz, 2013).  

 

By creating a symbolic universe- a common group of belief (Matusitz, 2013), 

legitimation is provided to institutional structures (Berger & Luckmann, 1966), strengthening 

their credibility to individuals (Matusitz, 2013). Matusitz (2013) argued that, in the context of 

U.S., symbolic interactionism is based on a discourse of fear, where the “fear realist” people’s 

actions “confirms interpretation of fear” (p.152), and resulting creation of a sense of disorder 

(p.152).  Fear and terrorism are highly correlated (Rachman, 1978; Gray, 1989; LeDoux, 
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1996; cited in matusitz, 2013) in this regard. In the discourse of fear, the existence of enemy 

is admitted through “othering” while denouncing the “other” simultaneously. This produces a 

collective orientation of fear in the society combined with creating a social bond, which, 

according to Matusitz (2013), is a significant foundation of violence.    

 

Symbolic meanings and shared understanding of communication forms the reality after 

a terrorist attack. By repeatedly conveying symbolic meaning through media portrayal, 

difference between fantasy, and reality becomes opaque (Altheide & Snow, 1979, cited in 

Matusitz, 2013). As socio-historical contexts are directly linked with steps taken against 

terrorism, they exhibits symbolic foundation for the identity in social life (Matusitz, 2013). 

Also terrorist acts, if results a crisis or identified as such, helps social actors (especially 

political ones) to determine national character (Matusitz, 2013).  

 

4.2 Introducing Discourse analysis 
 

The relationship of discourse with society and its concepts will be discussed in this 

section. The aim of this thesis is to conduct critical discourse analysis of newspaper editorials. 

Thus focus will be given in examining how the available discourses influenced the non-

discursive elements of the social reality.  As discourse can be seen from different views, it is 

important to focus on specific perspective  of the theoretical framework of this thesis along 

with examining its role.  

 

The concept “discourse” itself is largely vague in nature. Jørgensen and Phillips( 2002) 

defined discourse as:  

 
  “a particular way of talking about and understanding the world (or 
   an aspect of the world)” (2002, p.1).  

 
CDA pioneer Norman Fairclough’s definition proposes discourse as “language use as a 

social practice” (1992, p. 62-63).  Jørgensen and Phillips( 2002)  also state that language is 

structured in agreement with “ different patterns that people’s utterances follow when they 

take part in different domains of social life” (2002, p. 1). Also Interpretation of language can 

be based on “context and audience” ( Fairclough, Mulderrig & Wodak, 2011, p. 372) and 

discourse is “socially shaped and socially shaping all the time (Fairclough,1995b, p. 54-55).   

 

However, not everybody agrees with these definitions. By taking distance from the 

textual and linguistic properties, Jan Blommaert (2005) defines discourse as     
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“all forms of meaningful semiotic human activity seen in connection with social, 
cultural and historical patterns and developments of use” (2005, p.3). 

 
This particular definition is also useful for our study given it focuses on issues which are 

not primary in the context. Blommaert (2005) argued that the traditional model of CDA is 

based on the reality of western world.This argument also match the scope of my study as it 

focus on Non-western media. 

 

Factors influencing the “creation, interpretation and usage” of meaning in discourse, is 

“context” (Pietikäinen and Mäntynen, 2009, p.30).  Blommaert (2005) points that context is 

not immediate and before the entrance of the scope of an academic discourse analysis, the 

text’s history is also a part of the context. Such type of contexts are normally ignored in 

traditional discourse analysis (2005, p.57) and thus adoption of this view of context is 

compatible with the definition.  

 

Thus for this study, discourse is defined as “socially shaped particular way of 

understanding texts and semiotic human activities in connection with social, cultural and 

historic patterns” following Jørgensen and Phillips (2002), Fairclough (1995b, p. 54-55) and 

Blommaert (2005, p.3). It must be stated clearly that Fairclough’s definition of text (1992, p. 

62-63) encopassess all sort of language usage including spoken language and visual objects. 

However, given this study will deal only with the written language  --the text in the editorial, 

fairclough’s definition of text can not be deployed in its entirety.  

 

This thesis determines to study the discursive nature of terrorism in the Bangladesh 

newspaper editorials and thus chooses CDA approach. According to Jørgensen and 

Phillips(2002), CDA takes side of the “oppressed social groups” while being  “committed to 

social change”(p.64). Aiming to find the ways to determine the social reality, this thesis will 

look into the discursive construction of terrorism in the editorial texts. In the process non-

discursive dimensions of social practice are influenced by discursive dimensions and vice 

versa - a type of relation called dialectical relation ( Jørgensen and Phillips, 2002; Fairclough, 

2003; Fairclough, Mulderrig & Wodak, 2011). This is central to Fairclough’s Dialectical-

Relational (DR)approach to CDA and thus this thesis will concentrate on Faircloughs  DR 

approach to CDA in the Methodology chapter.   
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4.2.1 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)  
 

Fairclough (1992) divided the model for discourse analysis into to part --critical and 

non-critical ones. According to Blommaert (2002), Critical analysis is basically the analysis 

of “power effect” (p.1), which is also asserted by Fairclough (1992). CDA focuses on relation 

between power and language. Spearheaded by Ruth Wodak, Norman Fairclough, Teun Van 

Dijk and others, CDA emerged in the late 1980s as one of the most dominant branch of 

discourse analysis ( Jaworski and Coupland, 1999, cf. Blommaert and Bulcaen, 2000). 

Different scholars observed CDA differently. Fairclough defines CDA as it focuses on how 

discourse is shaped by power and ideology and how it affects social structure and system of 

belief in return , contrary to the narrow description of how text and context  effects each other 

(1992, p.12). Fairclough (2001a, p. 231) further defines CDA  as the “analysis of the 

dialectical relationships between discourse:” So it can be said that CDA deals not only with 

what and how, but also what and whom in the text, focusing the underlying elements -- 

opinions, agenda and ideologies wrapped beneath the text.  

 

However, Ruth Wodak (1995, p. 204, cf.Blommaert and Bulcaen, 2000, p. 448) opines 

that CDA also tries to analyse “opaque as well as transparent structural relationships of 

dominance, discrimination, power and control as manifested in language.” According to her, 

language itself does not have power, rather it becomes powerful through the use of powerful 

people ( Wodak, 2001).   

 

CDA is not a single method, rather an approach constitute itself at different levels 

(Meyer, 2001). Different scholars used different approaches to CDA -- Discourse Historical 

approach of Ruth Wodak, socio-cognitive approach of Teun van Dijk and dialectical-

relational approach (DRA) of Norman Fairclough (Waugh, et al., 2016; Meyer, 2001). 

 

CDA does not have a unitary theoretical framework ( Van Dijk, 2001) and constitutes of 

a range of theories including theories on society and power in Michel Foucault’s tradition 

(Siegfried Jäger, Norman Fairclough, Ruth Wodak), theories on social cognition (Teun van 

Dijk), microsociological perspectives ( Ron Scollon) and individual perspective taken from 

larger theoretical traditions (Meyer, 2001, p. 17-18). However, even considering this 

diversity, there are some landmarks within it (Meyer, 2001, p.30):  
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 concerning its theoretical background, CDA works eclectically in many respects; the 
whole range from grand theories to linguistic theories is touched,although each 
individual approach emphasizes different levels; 

 there is no accepted canon of data collection; 
 operationalization and analysis is problem oriented and implies linguistic expertise. 

 
Meyer (2001, p.30) summed up CDA as a shared interest in “social processes of power, 

hierarchy building, exclusion and subordination”.  

 
Various scholars used and invented different theoretical and methodological frameworks 

based on their focus in the study, all of which could well be inserted in the “school” of CDA 

(Blommaert, 2005), which has something in common followed by some differences as well. 

Fairclough himself refined his own framework of CDA several times (Fairclough 1992, 

1995a, 1995b, 2001, 2003, 2011). Fairclough’s framework suggests three-dimensional model 

of analysis -- textual properties, discursive practices & social practices. While Teun van Dijk 

model suggests a different method, a triangulation framework linking cognition, structure and 

context (Pietikäinen and Mäntynen 2009, p.19). Acknowledging Wodak and Paul Chilton, 

Blommaert (2005) suggests his own critical analysis model as well. Through Blommeart’s 

model helps in non-western media or situations where language resources are limited, but 

given that we have sufficient language resources in our editorial, using Fairclough’s model 

will be appropriate in this study.  

 

Fairclough (1992) describes journalism as a filed shaped by ideology and power, that 

affects social life and knowledge of people. It is inevitable that media texts are influenced by 

the ideology and views of creators - the writer(s), publishes, editors, reviews, owners and 

stakeholders of the media organization. Through disseminating information, media texts often 

take part in constructing, influencing and possibly changing the reader’s view of their 

surroundings, thus directly influencing the social reality. This is another aspect of my 

consideration of choosing Fairclough’s CDA model, since this will equip me with tools to 

evaluate the undisclosed social factors as well.  

 

So based on these above consideration, I find Fairclough’s model of CDA more 

appropriate for the analysis of my topic.  

 
4.2.1.1 Fairclough’s model of CDA 

 
Discourse socially shaped particular way of understanding texts and semiotic human 

activities in connection with social, cultural and historic patterns 
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As said earlier, Fairclough’s model of CDA is made of three interconnected dimensions 

of discourse: the textual properties (in my study only text- written expression of the discourse) 

that is being analyzed, the discursive practice and social practice. To compare to the definition 

in section 2, textual properties will help analyze the text and semiotic human activities, social 

and discursive practices to analyze socially shaped ways of understanding the text. Though 

Fairclough made distinction in these three dimensions, they are not completely separate to 

each other and thus one topic can be analyzed under two or all three dimensions ((Fairclough 

1992, 71-96).  

 

 
 

4.2.1.1.1 Textual properties  
 

According to Fairclough (1992; 2010: p. 73, 94-95), there are four particular objects of 

interest in the text: vocabulary, grammar, cohesion and text structure. In this model the 

concern of words and their meaning is addressed through vocabulary. As our study concerns 

more on discursive elements, doesn't have anything to do with the grammatical analysis and 

all the data are of a single type (editorial text), the one particular object that requires more 

attention than others, is vocabulary.  
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Fairclough opines that different organizations or individuals can interpret the same word 

through different ways and connotation. He identifies three main topics of interest in studying 

vocabulary, though any element of vocabulary can be analyzed. These are -alternate 

wordings, meanings, and metaphors. An example of alternative wording is rewording words 

like “terrorist “ as “extremist” or “freedom fighters”.  Meanings of word might vary on the 

basis of its use and association, but for our study, as Zachary Abuza (2003) opined, words like 

“Terrorist” are interchangeably used with “religious extremist” or “radicalists” and so do the 

referenced terms associated with this particular example.  However, there may be other 

instances in the course of analysis, where meanings of words might vary. The third point, 

metaphor, demonstrates social and political importance (Fairclough 1992, p.76-77). and will 

help us identifying the engagement of editorial texts using symbolic interaction as well as 

identifying demonstrating ideologies as well.  

 

One of the main focus of this study is finding representation of terrorism through the 

definien. CDA defines representation as something which is always and already present in 

text. This particular consideration will crucially help in the regards.  

 
4.2.1.1.2 Discursive properties  

 
Fairclough (1992) suggests that discursive practice helps analysing various process of 

text production, distribution and consumption (1992, p. 78). He identifies force-actional 

component of a text, coherence- intention suggesting interpretation of the text and 

intertextuality-tendency of texts containing traces and remain or preceding previous text 

(Fairclough 1992, p.82-86) to be the three primary topics in studying discursive practice. 

Intertextuality can be manifest explicit, or implicit (“Interdiscursivity”) (Fairclough 1992, 

p.84-85).  

 

In my study, the process of editorial production could not be included due to insufficient 

data, time constraint and lack of previous study.  Thus, analysis of this study cannot reflect 

anything on the process of production or how the editorials are influenced by the process of 

making.  

 
4.2.1.1.3 Social practices  

 
The third dimension in Fairclough’s CDA model is social practices- explanation and 

interpretation of social structures His model concerns mostly ideological and political 

orientation in social practices (Fairclough 1992, p.67), though it also concerns economic and 
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cultural implication in discourse too. Ideology concerns the analyzed text and thus it is a 

primary dimension of social practice in CDA.  

 

This present study is addressing a topic which is a heavily ideologically motivated act 

and thus raised the necessity of discussing the issues of ideology. Ideology, being a very 

central concept of CDA, signify and construct social reality. Thus, the following section is 

dedicated to discusses Ideology in CDA. 

 

4.3 Ideology in CDA 
 

Fairclough describes Ideology as a social phenomenon relating the text and discursive 

practice (1992, p.87)- a definition (1992, p. 86-91) vague on the aspect of relation of ideology 

with society. He argues that ideologies cannot be read in the text without the context of text’s 

production and do not have location in text. Fairclough’s position on ideology is that they are 

a property of context and text reproducing and transforming the social practices behind its 

production (1992, p.88-89). On the other hand, Blommaert (2005) opines that ideology itself 

is a topic of extreme vague nature, though similarly crucial (p. 158-159). He proposes two 

ways in conceptualizing ideology: general and specific. Example of specific ideology includes 

various “-isms” (e.g. communism, racism, Islamism) and various political “schools” and 

“doctrines” as well. On the other hand, general ideologies are hard to define and identify and 

sometimes so pervasive that it does not need to be identified (Blommaert 2005). Blommaert 

further argues that ideology is a part of power (Blommaert 2005, p.167). Thus, ideology could 

either be found in the social context or through the attribution of text.  

 

4.4 Representation in CDA  
 

In this present study and also in Fairclough’s model of CDA, concept of representation 

is also an important and essential aspect. Representation, as a concept is not directly related 

with any of the three dimensions of Fairclough’s model, but it can be drawn from all of them 

and thus it is a pervasive one in this regard.   Fairclough (2003, p.27) defines representation as 

text of the world through the description of its physical, social or mental process or 

phenomenon. As already said in the section 2, though the definition of text refers to all 

common linguistic component (1992, p. 62-63), I have adopted only the written form of 

language as text. Fairclough observes that (Fairclough 1995b, p. 103-104) representation in 

the text usually influenced by the producer and that they do not reproduce reality accurately. 

Hence, it ties representation closely with the concept of ideology.  
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Based on the discussion above, it can be said that discursive and social practices can be 

identified through representation in the analyzed text. And thus, it is possible to find and 

identify definiens of terrorism as well as construction of the victim and perpetrators of 

terrorism through representation in the text.   
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5. Methodology and Empirical Material  
 

This chapter will introduce the methodology that I have used to analyse empirical data 

collected from the editorial sections of two newspapers. As discussed previously in the 

Theoretical Framework chapter, this chapter will focus on the Dialectical-Relational Approach 

(DRA) of CDA in the first section, followed by a second section developing an analytical 

framework to be applied in this thesis. In the third section a brief discussion is given onto the 

method of data collection and the newspapers.  

 

5. 1 The Dialectical-Relational Approach (DRA) and its key 
concepts  

 
“Dialectics of discourse” is an essential basis of Fairclough’s approach to CDA and thus 

a suitable choice for the analysis of empirical data in this thesis. This particular section will 

discuss the aim of DR approach to CDA.  

 

According to Fairclough (2001a), social life is the interconnected network of diversified 

sorts of social practices, like political cultural, economic and so on; and these practises are 

made of various elements such as activities, subjects and their social relation; object values 

and discourse etc. Fairclough ( 2001a, p. 1) opines that these elements are dialectically 

related and thus not seperated. He further opines that such dialectical relationship 

between  the elements of social practices and discourse are central to DR approach in CDA 

(Fairclough 2001a; 2001b, 2003; 2009).  

 

DR approach can help to construct a comprehensive research approach as it can make 

sense of data through different perspective (Fairclough 2009), and thus allowing researchers 

to see through the multidimensional complexity of dialectical relations.  

 

Fairclough (2003; 2009) sees social process as the interplay of three levels of social 

reality - social structure, social practice and social events, where social practice arbitrate 

between social structure and particular or concrete social events. In this process, [written] 

language as well as semiosis, becomes an element of all the three levels ( Fairclough, 2003, 

p.24).   

 

DR approach focuses on the dialectical relation between structure and event, and 

between semiotic and other element with each of the former (Fairclough, 2009). Fairclough 

opines that “texts as elements of social events are not simply the effects of the potentials 
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defined by languages” (2003, p. 24). Thus “”linguistic element of networks of social practice” 

needs to be recognised (2003, p. 24). He named this linguistic dimension of network of social 

practice as “order of discourse” (Fairclough 2003; 2009). Elements of order of discourse are 

various discourses, genres and styles rather than elements like sentences (Fairclough 2003; 

2009).  

 

Here, discourse are “ ways of representing”, genres are “ways of acting” and styles are 

“ways of being” (Fairclough, 2003, p.26). Fairclough (2009, p. 164) states that in semiotic 

aspect, genres are ways of acting; discourses are ways of constructing aspects of 

representing (physical, social or mental) world through the identification of different 

positions/perspectives of different social actors; and styles  are identities.  

 

Fairclough (2003, p.27) views text as “multi-functional” with a distinction between 

genres, discourses and style and further developing the idea, he describes these three 

function as three meaning: Action, Representation and Identification. This indicates a 

resemblance between Action and genres, Representation and discourses and Identification 

and styles.  

 

It is important to emphasize that the three aspect of meaning (Actions, representation, 

Identification), as well as the three functions of the order of discourse are separate from each 

other and the nature of relation between them is dialectical (Fairclough, 2001a; 2003). The 

functions are relatively more stable and durable ways of the meanings (Fairclough 2003, p. 

28) and does not forbid from “flowing into one another in various ways (2003, p. 29). On the 

basis of the discussion above , “Dialectics of discourse” is summarized below (p.29):  

 

Discourses (representational meanings) enacted in genres (actional meanings) 
 

Discourses (representational meanings) inculcated in styles (identificational 
meanings) 

 
Actions and identities (including genres and styles) represented in discourses 
(representational meanings) 

 
To sum up, “interdiscursive” relations is the relation between genres, discourse and 

styles (Fairclough, 2003).  

 

5.2 Analytical Framework  
       

In this section I will describe the analytical framework developed and deployed for the 

analysis of empirical data. Fairclough’s (2001b, 2009) proposed analytical framework was 
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not entirely followed in the analysis, instead analytical structures of two different CDA 

approaches were followed in a mixed manner in this thesis as CDA is a total sum of 

approaches. For DR approach to be used in transdisciplinary social research, Fairclough 

(2009) consider the whole process as a theoretical one instead of a methodical one and 

argued that method and theory can not be separated (Fairclough, 2009). Thus he (Fairclough 

2009,2010) takes the position of developing an analytical framework independent of 

particular methodology with the aim to serve the need of a particular research context and a 

better analysis of the empirical data.  

 

For this, as Krzyżanowski (2010 suggests, I have applied both thematic and in-depth 

analysis. In the first part of the analysis, the aim was “mapping the content” of the text and 

then finding the dominant “themes” and “sub-themes” ( Krzyżanowski 2010, p. 81).  

 

In the in-depth analysis, I used the themes as discourses and sought the 

“interdiscursive” (Fairclough 2003,2009) relation on the element of “order of discourse”  in the 

analysed text. In addition I have partially used fairclough CDA model as well, particularly in 

instances of expressions and ideologically loaded words within the body of the text and the 

headlines as well.  I also looked into the use of vocabulary too. These specific tools of textual 

analysis provides me with valuable insight of the way through which texts construct particular 

version of reality as they treat events and social relations (Jørgensen and Phillips, 2002, p. 

83). 

 

Thus this analytical framework helped me understanding the social reality and wrong in 

their discursive aspects (Fairclough, 2010). 

 

5.3 Empirical Material  
 

I will discuss the method of data collection in this chapter, followed by a short brief of 

the two newspapers I have chosen for this thesis.  

 

5.3.1 Data Collection   
 

There is no CDA way of data collection ( Meyar, 2001, p.23). However, to reduce error 

and increase reliability of the result produced by the analysis of this study, at first, I have 

compiled a detailed list of terror-related incidence and events by using the Global Terrorism 

Database (GTD) [https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd] and found 469 incidences. It needs to be 

mentioned that according to the Global Terrorism Index (GTI), 2017, the number of 

incidences were 459. Thus it show that there is a discrepancy in between the number of 
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incidence documented by the two different organizations, and it could not be possible to 

determine the ten particular incidences in this thesis. GTD (as name of the database referred 

in the link) includes all entries with the following information: Date, City (place), Region, 

Country, Name of Perpetrator(s), Number of Fatality, Number of Injured, Type of targets & 

Type of Weapon. Initially after compiling a list (Appendix A) of all terrorism-related incidence 

found in the GTD database, I further refined the list and choose the particular incidences of 

locally and regionally known terrorists groups, cells or entities, while opted out the incidences 

committed (or identified) by political parties or unidentified perpetrators. The second list 

consists of 29 incidences throughout the year 2015. Then I went into collecting data to be 

used for the analysis of this study. From the editorial section of the online archive of both the 

newspapers, I started collecting samples primarily related with these 29 incidences, and thus 

trying to be focused on the object of this research. However, there are other samples 

included into the empirical materials. Editorials on different events like issuance of threat, 

development on any terror-event related court case or law enforcement drives and 

international terrorist attack not included in Appendix B is also considered to cover the topic 

more widely while strengthening the reliability of the result produced by the analysis.  Against 

this backdrop, I started choosing the editorials.  

 

In 2015 alone The Daily Star (TDS) produced a total of 53 editorials or Terrorism, 

whereas Dhaka Tribune (DT) produced a total of 23 editorials on this issue. While collecting 

the samples, editorials that are related with incidences listed in Appendix A, were opted out. I 

considered those editorials that were published since January 1, 2015 till December 31, 

2015. One particular entry (DT23; in Appendix D) was published in January 1, 2016, but 

were written on December 31st, 2015.  I tried to include only the editorials related with the 

process of data collection described above, but at the same time it cannot be claimed that 

only the editorials (in 2015) selected for this study discussed the topic. There are other 

editorials that might discussed the incidences (of Appendix B) or other similar terrorism 

related events considered for this study. Also there might be other editorials under different 

titles which refers to terrorism, or possess the ingredients of the topic, but mistakenly opted 

out from the collection of empirical data. Nevertheless, it can be said that majority of the 

editorials was covered in this study.  

 

Both the newspapers, despite being broadsheet (TDS) and broadsheet-turned-compact 

(DT) has a very user-friendly interface in their online presence and regularly upload the 

printed contents on their websites. In the TDS, contents can be found by using dates 

[https://www.thedailystar.net/newspaper] , while in DT, contents can be found through 

category. I use the “editorial” category listed under the “opinion” tab of the website 
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[https://www.dhakatribune.com/articles/opinion/editorial/], and scrolled down to January 01, 

2015.  

 

5.3.2 The Daily Star  
 

The Daily Star- considered to be country’s most circulated English language newspaper 

was established on January 14, 1991, and known as the “Bangladeshi New York Times” 

(Rowlatt, 2016). The newspaper has an estimated circulation of 45,000 and known to be 

critical on the Awami League led Coalition government ( BBC Monitoring, c.f. Rowlatt, 2016). 

TDS describes its objective as “to strengthen public opinion on how the democratic system 

should work and how to sustain and nurture democratic norms effectively” (TDS n.d.). The 

newspaper further describes that it is unique for its “non-partisan position,  in the freedom it 

enjoys from any influence of political parties or vested groups” (TDS n.d.).  “Its strength is in 

taking position of neutrality in conflicts between good and evil, justice and injustice, right and 

wrong, regardless of positions held by any group or alliance” (TDS n.d.).  

 

In February 18, 2015, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina accused the newspaper for 

supporting banned religious outfit Hizb-ut-Tahrir after the paper published a report on the 

outfit (RSF, 2015). However, there are instances when the newspaper wrote editorials in 

favor of the Prime Minister while she was in opposition as well.  

 

 5.3.3 Dhaka Tribune  
 

Comparatively very young than TDS, Dhaka Tribune (DT) was launched as a 

broadsheet on April 19, 2013 (DT, 2013a) and later turned into a compact newspaper in 

March 1, 2015. Its Editor-in-Chief, Zafar Sobhan, was formerly the Op-ed editor of TDS 

(Worldfellows.yale.edu., 2018). Mr. Sobhan is also known to be a staunch supporter of Free 

Speech movement and opined that murdered bloggers were ideological enemies of Islamist 

organization while  accusing the law enforcement agencies for their failure(Npr.org, 2018).  

The publisher of the newspaper is Kazi Anis Ahmed (DT, 2013a), the Director & CEO of 

Organic, Retail and Education for Gemcon group (Gemcon.group, 2018), and also the 

brother of Kazi Nabil Ahmed - Vice Chairman of the same business group and an Awami 

League politician and serving Member of the Parliament from the Jessore-3 constituency in 

Bangladesh (DT, 2016).  The parent company of DT is 2A Media Limited.  

 

Due to its ties with the government party, the newspaper is known to be pro-

government independent newspaper.  The newspaper describes its editorial team as ‘‘totally 

committed to delivering accurate and impartial news with the aim of informing the public 
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debate and enabling Bangladeshis to make educated choices’’ (DT, 2018). The newspaper 

further says that it is ‘‘committed to the values at the foundation of this country, in particular, 

national sovereignty, democracy and secularism and also to building a prosperous, equitable 

and tolerant society’’ (DT, 2018). 
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6. Analysis  
 

In this chapter, the findings of the thematic and in-depth analysis of the editorials will be 

presented.  

 

6.1 Thematic Analysis  
 

By conducting the thematic analysis, I tried to find out if the newspapers used the 

definiens to discuss, represent and construct Terrorism. Through four dominant recurring 

themes/discourses, terrorism is constructed and defined in the newspapers: the expression of 

emotion, the identification of action, exposure and identification of motif and organizational 

structure and deployment of collective identity and Symbolism. In addition to these, two 

different themes -- Responses & remedies and Consequences were found during the analysis, 

which will help determining the nature of responses produced against terrorism and finding 

solution of the problem. Further, the discursive nature of terrorism can be understood in an 

amplified manner, through the different sub-themes under each theme. Whereas there is 

similarity in the themes of newspapers -- The Daily Star (TDS) and the Dhaka Tribune (DT), 

discursive nature of the elements in the discourses slightly differ. Although different, both the 

newspapers produced very strong emotion-mostly fear and condemnation, and criticizes the 

law enforcement groups.  
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Table-3: Recurring themes of DT editorials on Terrorism  
 

Themes Sub Themes  123 (Editorials) 

1. The expression of Emotion Expressing Fear & panic 3 (DT6, DT10, DT12) 

 

Expressing Anger 1 (DT16) 

Condemnation 6 (DT1, DT2, DT3, DT14, DT16,DT20) 

Expressing Satisfaction 1 (DT8) 

Disappointment & 
Dissatisfaction 2 (DT12, DT14) 

2. The Identification of action Violent action 
13 (DT1, DT2, DT3, DT4, DT5, DT6, DT9, 
DT11,DT12, DT14, DT16, DT17,DT22) 

 

Attack on Freedom of 
Thought, Speech & 
Expression 4 ( DT9, DT10, DT17,DT21) 

 

Attack on Secularism and 
Democracy 1 (DT17) 

 

Distorting religious 
teachings  1 ( DT21) 

 
Threat 

10 (DT2, DT3, DT4, DT5, DT6, DT9, DT10, 
DT11,DT17,DT22) 

3. Exposure and identification 
of motif & organizational 
structure 

Political motif and 
motivation 3 (DT6, DT12,DT21) 

 

Religious motif and 
motivation 6 (DT1, DT4,DT19,DT20,DT21,DT22) 

 

Identification of 
Organizational structure 1 (DT14) 

4. Deployment of Identity and 
Symbolism National Identification 7 (DT10, DT14, DT16, DT17,DT18,DT20,DT21) 

 

Political Identification of 
Victims 2 (DT10, DT17) 

 

Religious Identification of 
Perpetrators 6 (DT2, DT3, DT4, DT11, DT12, DT17) 

 

Religious Identification of 
Victims 6 (DT1, DT11, DT16, DT17,DT18,DT20) 

 
Symbolic Interaction 6 (DT1, DT12, DT16,DT19,DT20, DT21) 
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5. Responses & remedies Policy recommendation 

16 (DT3, DT4, DT5,DT6, DT7, DT9, DT10, DT12, 
DT13, DT14, DT15, DT16, 
DT18,DT20,DT21,DT22) 

   

   

 

Criticism through religious 
perspective 3 (DT10, DT12,DT21) 

 

Endorsement of Law 
Enforcement Bodies 2 (DT3,DT22) 

 

Criticism of Law 
Enforcement Bodies 4 (DT5, DT7, DT11,DT18) 

 
Ethical guidelines 3 (DT13, DT16,DT19) 

 

Ensuring Proper 
investigation & Justice 6 (DT2, DT3, DT4, DT6,DT16,DT20) 

 
Criticism 5 (DT5, DT6, DT7, DT11,DT18) 

 

Endorsement of 
Government 1 (DT7) 

6.Consequences 

Rising Intolerance and 
destabilizing religious 
harmony 1 (DT16) 

 
Unrelated Crimes                                      ---------- 

 
Insecurity                                      ---------- 

 
Impunity 2 (DT9,DT18) 

 

Creating problem with 
foreign relationship 1 (DT12) 

 
Economic problem                                      ---------- 

 
The thematic analysis of 23 editorials of DT shows that the newspaper mainly 

responded with suggesting policies while putting maximum emphasis on ensuring proper 

investigation and serving justice. Among the definitional element of terrorism, violent actions, 

[produced and occurred] threats and religious motif were explicitly identified in its editorials, 

while the newspaper clearly portrayed such actions as an attack on Freedom of Speech, 

Thought and Expression, which is consistent with the personal view of the editor .The paper 

invoked national identity several times while engaging and denouncing terrorist events, and 

efforts to challenge the terrorist rhetoric through this was evident in the editorials. DT also 

uphold the identity of both victims and perpetrators in an equal manner. What is notable is the 

absence of expression of fear and panic in DT’s editorial. Neither the newspaper produced 

any significant amount of such emotions, nor it identified it sufficiently. Instead the 

newspaper significantly confined itself only with condemning the terrorist actions. The DT 

editorials also lacks showing consequences of terrorism.  
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Table-4: Recurring themes of TDS editorials on Terrorism  
 

Themes Sub Themes 263 (Editorials) 

1.The expression of 
Emotion 

Expressing Fear & 
Panic 

14 (TDS1, TDS3, TDS10, TDS13, TDS17, TDS24, TDS31, 
TDS32, TDS35, TDS39, TDS45, TDS46, TDS48, TDS50) 

 
Expressing Anger 4 (TDS3, TDS4 , TDS39, TDS46) 

 
Condemnation 

9 (TDS10, TDS17, TDS22 , TDS24, TDS31, TDS33, TDS39, 
TDS40, TDS45) 

 
Expressing Satisfaction 1 (TDS2) 

 

Disappointment & 
Dissatisfaction 

8 (TDS14, TDS16, TDS18, TDS24, TDS33, TDS35, TDS42, 
TDS49) 

2.The Identification of 
action Violent action 

25 (TDS1, TDS3,TDS4, TDS8, TDS11, TDS13, TDS14, 
TDS15, TDS17, TDS20, TDS22, TDS24, TDS25, TDS26, 
TDS27, TDS31, TDS33, TDS35, TDS37, TDS39, TDS41, 
TDS44, TDS45, TDS46, TDS48) 

 

Attack on Freedom of 
Thought, Speech & 
Expression 4 (TDS4, TDS10, TDS14, TDS33) 

 

Attack on Secularism 
and Democracy 4 (TDS10, TDS39, TDS45, TDS47) 

 

Distorting religious 
teachings 3 (TDS4, TDS23, TDS44) 

 
Threat 

9 (TDS4,TDS6, TDS9, TDS10, TDS15, TDS18, TDS25, 
TDS41, TDS42) 

3.Exposure and 
identification of motif 
& organizational 
structure 

Political motif and 
motivation 

8 (TDS4, TDS5, TDS15, TDS20, TDS21, TDS34, TDS42, 
TDS43) 

 

Religious motif and 
motivation 

12 (TDS1, TDS3,TDS9, TDS10, TDS12, TDS15, TDS17, 
TDS23, TDS30, TDS33, TDS39, TDS44) 

 

Identification of 
Organizational 
structure 

10 (TDS13, TDS16, TDS17, TDS18, TDS21, TDS22, TDS23, 
TDS34, TDS43, TDS48) 

4.Deployment of 
Collective Identity and 
Symbolism National Identification 6 (TDS4, TDS10, TDS18, TDS44, TDS47, TDS48) 

 

Political Identification 
of Victims 3 (TDS3, TDS4, TDS10) 

 

Religious Identification 
of Perpetrators 4 (TDS3, TDS10, TDS17, TDS41) 

 

Religious Identification 
of Victims 7 (TDS3, TDS4, TDS40, TDS44, TDS45, TDS46, TDS48) 

 
Symbolic Interaction 

15 (TDS3, TDS4, TDS9, TDS13, TDS34, TDS35, TDS39, 
TDS40, TDS42, TDS43, TDS44, TDS45, TDS47, TDS48, 
TDS49) 
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5. Responses & 
remedies Policy recommendation 

31 (TDS2, TDS3,TDS4,TDS5, TDS8, TDS10, TDS11, TDS12, 
TDS13, TDS15, TDS16, TDS18, TDS19, TDS21, TDS22, 
TDS23, TDS25, TDS26, TDS27, TDS30, TDS31, TDS33, 
TDS35, TDS36, TDS37, TDS40, TDS41, TDS43, TDS46, 
TDS49, TDS50) 

 

Criticism through 
religious perspective 7 (TDS1, TDS4, TDS13, TDS24, TDS29, TDS30, TDS44) 

 

Endorsement of Law 
Enforcement Bodies 

8 (TDS2,TDS5, TDS12, TDS16, TDS29, TDS32, TDS48, 
TDS49) 

 

Criticism of Law 
Enforcement Bodies 

21 (TDS4, TDS7, TDS9, TDS11, TDS14, TDS17, TDS18, 
TDS19, TDS24,TDS25, TDS26, TDS28, TDS34, TDS36, 
TDS37,TDS38, TDS41, TDS45, TDS46, TDS48, TDS49) 

 
Ethical guidelines 7 (TDS3, TDS9, TDS17, TDS23, TDS35, TDS42,TDS49) 

 

Ensuring Proper 
investigation & Justice 

10 (TDS3, TDS6, TDS14, TDS26, TDS29, TDS31, TDS35, 
TDS38, TDS44, TDS45) 

 
Criticism 

11 (TDS10, TDS11, TDS26, TDS28, TDS31, TDS32, 
TDS34,TDS36, TDS37, TDS38, TDS50) 

 

Endorsement of 
Government 5 (TDS21, TDS22,TDS23, TDS29, TDS39) 

6. Consequences 

Rising Intolerance and 
destabilizing religious 
harmony 7 (TDS10, TDS31, TDS39, TDS42, TDS44, TDS45, TDS48) 

 
Unrelated Crimes 1 (TDS16) 

 
Insecurity 2 (TDS19 , TDS32) 

 
Impunity 4 (TDS14, TDS17, TDS18, TDS33) 

 

Creating problem with 
foreign relationship 2 (TDS22, TDS24) 

 
Economic problem 1 (TDS25, TDS49) 

 

In the analysis of 53 editorials, I found that TDS produced a very significant amount of 

emotional expressions, mostly including fear and panic, dissatisfaction and disappointment 

over the terrorist’s events, while almost equally and strongly condemning the occurrences; 

addressing both to the law enforcements and terrorists.  The newspaper has clearly identified 

violent actions of the terrorist events, though less-highlighted the threats produced by 

terrorism. However, the newspaper, alike DT, emphasized most on policy recommendation, 

repeatedly called for ensuring justice and proper investigation while producing response. The 

nature of the newspaper’s endorsement of law enforcement bodies suggests that it looked at 

the issue of terrorism through a neutral perspective while judging each incidence separately. 

Despite this, the newspaper fiercely criticized the law enforcers. The newspaper identified the 

victim’s religious identity more often than the perpetrators. Also, the newspaper partly 

efforted to identify the organizational structure of groups involved in events. Alike DT, the 
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newspaper mainly focused on recommending various policies to the government as solutions 

as it produced responses. TDS also identified the increase of rising religious intolerance and 

destabilization of religious harmony as consequence of terrorist events.  

 

Discourses in both the newspapers reflected the multidimensional problematic nature of 

terrorism- both suggesting solutions, constructing the nature and finding reasons. But what is 

evident from the thematic analysis is the common urge of ensuring justice, investigating the 

events properly and adopting adequate policies to curb the problem.  

 

   6.2 In-depth Analysis  
 

In this section, the six recurring themes/discourses found in the thematic analysis of 

editorials in two newspapers -- The expression of emotions, the identification of action, 

exposure and identification of motif and organizational structure, deployment of collective 

identity and symbolism, responses & remedies and consequences, will be analyzed using the 

analytical framework developed for the thesis. I considered the sub-themes as features of the 

discourses. It must need to be addressed that sub-themes are fluid in nature, and sub-themes 

presented under one theme, might be traced into other themes as well. I will try to establish 

“interdiscursive” relation, that is, representation of Terrorism (actions), the terrorists 

(identities) and their victims through the involvement of the terrorist groups (identities) in 

terrorism related event (actions). Below I analyze the themes:  

 
6.2.1 Theme/Discourse: 1 (The expression of emotions) 

 
Terrorism produces different type of psychological affect, fear being one of its key 

element (Schmid & Jongman, 2005). The editorials of both the newspapers rightfully pointed 

that events related with terrorism are almost always condemnable. This particular discourse 

has been produced as a result of both the terror related events and events aiming to stop 

terrorism. Particularly editorials of TDS demonstrated a significant amount of “fear and 

panic”, while in DT editorials traces of the same element can be found rarely. The following 

excerpt gives more insight into how the expression of fear and panic was shaped:  

 

Excerpt: 1 
  
WE are shocked and appalled by yet another murder of a blogger, Oyasiqur Rahman, in 
broad daylight, barely a month after the savage murder of blogger and activist Avijit 
Roy […] it seems that the targeting and slaughter of people with divergent views by 
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religious extremists has become a dangerous trend, one that the government should 
tackle with due urgency, in which the whole society must actively participate. [TDS10] 

 
The murder (action) of a blogger (victim of action) by religious extremists 

(identities) produce an emotional response of ‘‘shock’’. The newspaper suggesting its 

audience to interpret the event enough to ‘‘appall’’, a clear representation of using fear- a key 

element to define the event. In addition to strengthen the emotion of “shock”, a different 

interpretative emotion is followed, and thus clearly construct “fear”.  Notably this editorial 

linked two events of similar manner, deployed phrases like “dangerous trend” and thus 

suggesting a pattern of violence. The use of the word such as “targeting” and “slaughter” 

further confirms this pattern. This excerpt clearly shows that motive of psychological impact 

through continued action is clearly achieved. Although not in such explicit manner, but 

another editorial in DT, used and produced a traceable amount of “fear” in a different 

incident.  

 

Excerpt: 2 
 

We are saddened by the murder of Cesare Tavella, the project manager for ICCO, a 
Netherlands based NGO, who was shot dead by unidentified assailants […] attacks on 
foreign citizens are a rarity in Bangladesh, it is disturbing that anybody could be 
murdered at a busy time in a safe and secure neighbourhood. [DT12]  

 
Traces of constructing “fear” could be found in the excerpt, if inspected carefully. The 

newspapers suggests “sadness” as a psychological response relating to the murder (action) of 

a foreigner, while using an opaque identity - “unidentified assailant” in describing the event. 

While intentionally trying not to construct “fear” by using phrase like  “ attacks on foreign 

citizens are a rarity”, but finally making another psychological response - “disturb”, to 

construct the event in an appropriate manner, thus addressing “fear”. To further strengthen 

this assertion of constructing positive vibe, inserting usage of phrases like “ a safe and secure 

neighborhood” is also noticeable. The use of the word “disturbing” also express 

dissatisfaction. However, compared to TDS, and the total amount of empirical data taken 

from editorials in DT, the newspaper’s editorials produced significantly low amount of 

emotional and psychological expression and do not match with each other. The manifested 

expression produced by DT is mainly “condemnation”, and not “fear”.   

 
Excerpt:3  

 
ANOTHER blogger has been killed in the capital in broad daylight on Friday. The 
casualness and impunity with which the killers entered the house of the victim and 
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walked away after killing Niladri Chattopadhyay is both astonishing and frightening. 
The killers and the killing must be condemned in the strongest possible terms. [TDS17] 

 
In the excerpt, usage of words like “frightening” preceded by words like “murder” 

(action) and “killers” (identity) shows the continuity and connection in producing expression 

of “fear”. Other emotionally loaded word choices like “astonishing”, indicates production of 

“dissatisfaction and disappointment”, thus confirming the point that these events produced 

psychological affect.The alternative choice of word - “killer” (to portray the perpetrators), is 

an expression of carefulness, objectivity and neutrality, which describes the event accordingly 

while portray the terrorist action accurately, not leaving any room for speculation and still not 

breaking the integrity of the association of event.  The excerpt has direct mention of 

condemnation, preceded by a strong phrase “in the strongest possible terms” as well.  

 
Excerpt: 4 

 
We condemn the bomb attacks on Hussaini Dalan in central Dhaka on Saturday which 
killed a teenage boy, Sajjad Hossain Saju, and injured around 100 people. Bangladesh 
has no history of Sunni-Shia sectarian conflict. It is outrageous[...] [DT16] 

 
Followed by the identification of event - “bomb attack” (action), “killed” (action) and 

“injured”(action), this DT editorial also expressed direct condemnation. However, the 

editorial do suggest that some psychological affect has been produced in the course of action, 

by using the word “outrageous” -continuity (in reference of Excerpt 2) of an effort to 

construct positive vibe and reassurance to people.  

 

Both the newspapers used words and phrases to expressed satisfaction over the course of 

events only once each (TDS2 & DT8).  

 

To sum up, this analysis presents the fact that TDS used, understood and clearly 

identified the aspect of “fear” in terrorism, while DT does the opposite and tries to reassure 

safety, while both the newspaper condemn such action without any disagreement.  

 

6.2.2 Theme/Discourse: 2 (The identification of action) 
 

Both the newspapers in our study does not have a single instance of disagreement over 

the violent nature of terrorist act and in most of the instances, clearly identifies the terrorist 

action  by factually describing and interpreting the events. According to the editorials, the 

tendency of continued terrorist action interprets attack on freedom of thought, speech & 
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expression, attack on secularism and democracy, hence a partial attack on the democratic 

foundation of the country. Both the newspapers refers to “threat” as a produced consequence 

of violent actions, as well as referring to many violent action, e.g. expression/reference of 

desire to execute any violent action, giving death threat, as “threat”. A small, interesting and 

tremendously important observation was found during the examination of this discourse. 

While TDS identifies and refers some terrorist action as a distortion of (Islamic) religious 

teaching (TDS4, TDS23, TDS44), the analysis found one almost identical instance (DT21) 

where DT implied similar opinion.  

 
Excerpt: 5  

 
In two violent and gory incidents yesterday, four publishers and bloggers were attacked 
resulting in the death of one and severe injuries to three others who were in critical 
condition till going to press. These are direct attacks on our freedom of speech and 
thought and we condemn them in the strongest terms.The way these attacks were carried 
out speaks volume about the ever increasing recklessness of the extremists who commit 
such crimes. In the first case, the armed assailants reportedly barged[...] [TDS33] 

 
In this text, the terrorist actions- “attacked” (action)“Death” (action) are cleared 

identified as “violent and gory”. The newspapers (TDS) clearly implies that these “attacks” 

(action), is an attack to our “Freedom of speech and thought”. The text also suggests that the 

situation resulting from “crimes” (action) committed by “extremists”(identity) or “armed 

assailants” (identity) , implies increasing threat as a production of violence.  Also alternative 

choice of words for the same term is noticeable here, but from the surface, it appears that the 

(assumed) meaning have not changed due to this.  

 

Excerpt: 6 
 

The Rab arrest of Farabi Shafiur Rahman, who had instigated death threats against 
Avijit, is undoubtedly an important preliminary step in the investigation.[...]The 
government has to take a coordinated stance against extremist forces operating both on 
the ground and on cyberspace that are consistently threatening our cherished values of 
secularism and freedom of thought. [TDS6]  

 
In this text, “death threat” (action) is identified as a violent action instead of a produced 

consequence of violence. The text also interprets the activities of  “extremist forces” 

(identities) as a “threat” (action, in the sense of produced consequence of violence) on 

“secularism and freedom of thought”.  

 

Excerpt: 7 
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The two attacks yesterday that left one killed and three seriously injured make clear the 
extent of the threat that militants pose to the nation.That the targets were two publishers 
of the work of slain writer Avijit Roy, together with two more secular and free-thinking 
bloggers, leaves no room for doubt as to the mind-set of the perpetrators and their 
motive for their murderous attacks. [DT17] 

 
In the same manner like TDS, DT also explicitly identified the actions as violent by 

choosing words “slain” (action) and “murderous” “attacks”(action), by the “militants” 

(identity) and  implies that such “attack” (action) produces “threat”. This further implies that 

these actions produces direct consequences to “secular and free-thinking” bloggers, and thus 

identified as an attack to secularism and freedom of thought.  

 

Excerpt: 8 
 

There must be no hiding place for those who harm society by inciting threats of violence 
against people expressing their opinions and reporting the news.[DT9] 

 
This text identifies “ threats of violence” (action) as an act of violence and not a 

produced consequence. Such action of violence is implied as an attack on “people expressing 

their opinions” and thus represents attacks on freedom of speech of those who reports- (victim 

of action).  

  
Excerpt: 9 

 
There are two issues here, the first, that of safeguarding our constitution that guarantees 
our freedom of thought and expression, and the second, preventing deliberate attempts 
to distort the teaching of the Holy Quran and the teachings of our Prophet (PBUH) in 
order to justify murders and killings which has nothing to do with Islam. Avijit's murder 
proves, if proof was at all necessary, that these people are averse to any discussion on 
religion even if conducted purely at an intellectual level. Two unidentified men came 
from behind and hacked Avijit to death [...] [TDS4] 

 

This particular excerpt from an editorial, directly written by the Editor of TDS, pose a 

greater implication in the discourse of identifying terrorist actions, as it directly represents the 

organizational stand of TDS on this discourse and the whole issue of religiously-motivated 

terrorism. Here the Editor himself clarifies the ideological stand of his organization on the 

topic of our study. Analyzing the text shows that “Avijit's murder” (action against victim), 

while using words “unidentified men”(identities), depicting a vague identity of the 

perpetrators and also implying that the action, though religiously motivated, is incompatible 

with the teaching of Islam. He further implies that such event threatens the country’s 

constitutional rights. Through this, the Editor denounce violent use of religion, showing a 

remedy of tremendous importance to the problem. The findings of the previously mentioned 
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editorial (DT21) produced by DT, takes similar, if not the same, stand on this issue. Analysis 

of this particular editorial (DT21), is done in the discussion of the next discourse.  However, it 

can be said that, both the newspapers rightfully attempted to disconnect religion from violent 

actions- a significant remedy of the problem.    

 

This discourse sees terrorist/violent activities as violent actions, that produces threat. It 

further suggests that such violent actions destabilize and damages the society’s important 

values of freedom of speech, thought and expression. Both the newspapers agrees that religion 

is used as a important tool in such violence.  

 
6.2.3 Theme/Discourse: 3 (Exposure and identification of motif & 
organizational structure) 

 
Important characteristics that differentiate terrorism from ordinary violences or violent 

act are intention/attempt to achieve religious or political motive and a clear organizational 

structure. In this discourse, there are distant mention of political and social doers. The 

newspapers occasionally mentioned organizational structure, local and international link of 

the terrorist groups. Though the newspapers invoked religious motivation as a reason, but 

often failed to identify or vaguely depicts political motif of the terrorist groups. Of the 

newspapers, TDS successfully identified organizational pattern of terrorist groups and 

religious motif, while DT often found success in identifying religious motif, but distantly 

identified political motif. DT did not produce any editorial that identified organizational 

structure of any violent group. The excerpt below shows a good example of identifying the 

organizational structure of a group.      

 

 Excerpt:10  
 

[...]According to the Rab, the outfit's armed wing is called Shaheed Hamja Brigade and 
consists of three groups, each comprising seven men. [...]we remain deeply concerned 
about the spectre of militancy and extremist ideologies in the country, and the 
systematic way in which these militants are being recruited, brainwashed, trained with 
sophisticated technologies and provided with high calibre arms. We have reasons to 
believe that there may be more militant groups in the country that are evading detection 
of law enforcement agencies and operating in remote areas.Questions remain as to who 
are the masterminds and financiers of these terrorist outfits, and what links, if any, they 
have with other local and international groups.[...][TDS12]  

In this excerpt, there is clear mention of the group's name - “Shaheed Hamja Brigade” 

(identity) with clear indication of their activity by using words like ”operating” (action). With 

precision, the editorial of TDS identified the organizational structure of the group by 
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deploying phrases “each comprising seven men”. Furthermore, the newspaper also indicates 

other apparently non-violent actions of the group through the usage of words like “recruited”, 

“brainwashed” , “trained” and phrase like “ evading detection of law enforcement agencies” 

(nonviolent action). This text also points that the similar groups have “extremist” ideology- 

indicating a general nature of the said ideology.  

Excerpt: 11 

THE serial killing of bloggers in Bangladesh, with little development as far as catching 
and punishing the assassins are concerned, has compelled the Human Rights Forum 
(Bangladesh) to call upon the government to provide protection to online 
writers/activists, many of them still on the hit-list of religious extremists. Rajib Haider, 
Avijit Roy, Oyasiqur Rahman and Ananta Bijoy Das -- all killed by fanatics -- were on 
the hit-list of 84 individuals of the militant outfit Ansarullah Bangla Team as reported 
by a Bangla daily. Ominously Hefajat- e-Islam had given to the Home Minister, the 
same 84 names of people this organisation considered  'anti-Islam'.[TDS15] 

 
This excerpt produced by TDS, used the phrase “ ‘killed’ (action) by 

‘fanatics’(identity)”, preceded by phrases “religious extremists” (identity) -indicating a 

religiously invoked motif. The course of further description asserts this analysis, by using the 

phrase “anti-islam”, connecting the victims with the event. The mention of a political doer 

(Hefajat- e-Islami) is significant, as the newspaper attempted to connect the event  with 

action.  This text successfully established a pattern between repeated violence of same kind, 

while linking it with a violent organizational structure (Ansarullah Bangla Team). However, 

the established connection between the political doer and action, do not manifest any political 

motif.   

 

Excerpt: 12  
 

During the last decade, we have seen at least 15 cases where Islamist militants  have 
been found responsible for the killing of teachers and writers who have been explicitly 
attacked following threats against them for their dissenting views on religion. Justice 
demands the government speed up progress on these cases. [DT4] 

 
The continuity and indication of specific ideology shows a clear pattern of violence in 

this text. Use of phrases like “dissenting views on religion” is a clear manifestation that 

violence like “killing” (action), were instigated by clear religious motif and committed by 

“militants”(identities) and fueled by specific ideology through using the word “islamist”. The 

usage of information “last decade, we have seen at least 15 cases” also shows that the editorial 

precisely identified a particular pattern in violence, further asserting the idea of a planned 

campaign of religiously motivated violence.  
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DT editorials distantly mentioned political motif (DT6, DT12,DT21) too as while 

exposing and identifying the violent actions. Also, it referred to the organizational structure in 

only one editorial (DT21).  

 

Analysis of this discourse shows that the Bangladeshi newspapers did not attempt 

enough to identify the political motivation of terrorism, neither it specifically connected the 

political doers in scenario of the [violent] actions mentioned in the editorials. While TDS 

successfully addressed establishing organizational structure behind patterned violence, DT did 

not address the issue enough in this regard. Both the newspapers trace religious motif through 

ideological connection, the word choice of TDS suggests a general ideology, while DT uses 

more specific words, and thus pointing to a more specific type of ideology.  

 

6.2.4 Theme/Discourse: 4 (Deployment of Collective Identity and             
Symbolism) 

 
Politically or religiously motivated violence aims to achieve goal and victims of the acts 

works as message generator, thus fulfilling the communicative purpose of the act. In other 

words, the direct victims become a conduit metaphor and thus sends the message of violence 

to secondary victims. This discourse is built on the purpose to interact symbolically with the 

rhetoric of terrorism and through the analysis the nature of such communicative perspective of 

terrorism will be evident. This theme is constructed on the basis of frequent use and 

deployment of collective identities of both victims and perpetrators that engaged with 

“constructing” terrorist rhetoric symbolically. Both TDS and DT attempted to portray 

identities of victims and perpetrators on the basis of their political and religious identification 

from the perspective of ideological values, e.g. secularism, free-thinking and importantly a 

liberal interpretation of Islam.  

 

Excerpt: 13 

  
We are all Mukto-mona Mukto-Mona[Headline of the editorial].Mukto-Mona, meaning 
freethinker, is the name of the blog that Avijit founded. Today we want to declare that 
we Bangladeshis are all, by our nature, culture and religion, Mukto-Mona. All murders 
are bad and highly condemnable. But murdering for differences in thoughts, values and 
ideas is by far the worst. This murder is against all that our civilisation has achieved, 
everything that humanitarian values stand for, everything that our education teaches us, 
everything that modern-day culture stands for. Everything that Islam's all-embracing 
humanity and tolerance teach us.[TDS4] 
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In reference of Avijit Roy’s murder (action), the editorial at TDS, built a symbolic term- 

“We are all Mukto-mona” (Translation: We are all freethinkers). Further going into the same 

direction, it puts the same identity (of collective nature) on all Bangladeshi citizen indifferent 

of culture & religion, thus responding through symbolism. The editorial interprets that that the 

motivation of the perpetrators were religious, and the murder of the victim sent a message, 

thus becoming a conduit metaphor. In response, the editorial produces a significant amount of 

symbolic interaction with the (perceived) message from the perpetrators. Attempt to de-link 

religion from motif through the use of collective identity is noticeable as it directly 

communicates with the perpetrators rhetoric.  The collective message sent by the perpetrators 

is rightfully perceived by the editorial to attribute distinctive characteristics of religion and 

social identities, i.e. freethinker to secondary victims through this particular murder and 

attempt to produce counter-response through constructing collective national identity and 

attributing a religious demotivator with it.  

 
Excerpt: 14 

 
We condemn Thursday’s despicable attack on a Shia mosque in Shibganj upazila, 
Bogra.[...]It is highly disturbing that this attack, a claim for responsibility for which has 
been made on behalf of IS, follows so closely after last month’s bomb attacks on the 
Tazia procession of Shia Muslims in Old Dhaka during Ashura, and the recent 
attempted murders of two Christian clergymen. [...]Sectarianism and religious violence 
is an affront to our people’s traditions of religious tolerance and communal solidarity. 
They have no place in Bangladesh. [DT20] 

 
This DT editorial excerpt identifies the religious identity of victims by using the word 

“Shia”(a sect of Islam), together with word- “attack”(action), “bomb attack”(action), 

“attempted murder”(action) and “IS”(identity) -referring the responsibility to Islamic State -a 

transnational terrorist group. In response of the violent action, the editorial deploys collective 

identity in a covert manner by using phrases like “people’s traditions of religious tolerance” 

and “communal solidarity”. Such phrases also engage in interaction by denouncing negative 

ideologically loaded words like “Sectarianism” -implying that the action aims to produce such 

ideology.  

         

Excerpt: 15  
  
A united and determined Bangladeshi people will face down this threat. We have faced 
down far worse in the past and can do so again now. We will prevail. [DT17] 
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By identifying the “threat”(in the meaning of action and produced consequence), this 

DT editorial, also calls for a national unity, while invoking the “Bangladeshi” national 

identity.  

  

Analysis of this discourse suggest a unified response of the editorials of both TDS and 

DT through making a collective identity, while a very strong and rightful attempt to dissociate 

religion from violence. Also the newspapers, in the wake of rising terrorism-related violence, 

tried to glorify the victim’s ideological identity. In contrast, significant attempts to denounce 

the religious rhetoric of perpetrators of action, through dissociating their religious identity 

from religion is noticeable, hence finding an ideological remedy of the problem.   

  
6.2.5 Theme/Discourse: 5 (Responses & remedies) 

 
This discourse identifies the general nature of responses produced by editorials, 

particularly towards the government and law enforcement bodies. Through giving policy 

recommendation and criticizing steps taken by the government and law enforcement agencies, 

most of the remedies were produced. At the same time repeated call to ensure proper 

investigation of actions already committed and to serve justice was noticeable. However, 

there are instances, where both the government and law enforcement agencies were praised.  

 

Excerpt: 16 
 

Despite a commendable initiative by the government to combat militancy[...]We must 
draft counter-extremist policies and strategies in line with countries that have dealt with 
similar problems in an effective manner, and develop internal resources to investigate 
terror attacks and stop them before they occur. At the same time, we must confront 
extremist ideologies that are cashing in on poverty and vulnerabilities of the people, and 
exploiting their religious sentiments. [TDS23] 

 
This excerpt establishes similarity of action (“terror attack”) and identity (“them” 

referring to the perpetrators) in an international level. And use of the word “we” suggest that 

the newspaper suggests adopting policies as public opinion. Throughout the editorials, TDS 

continuously echoed the same policy of increasing international cooperation. The newspaper 

also called for internal development of ability to fight terrorism and aims at preventive 

measures. This is one rare editorial, where lights are shed on other possible reasons and 

factors like “poverty”, that are linked to the problem. At the same time, it also endorses the 

government’s activity, asserting that the government is on the right track to solve the problem, 

while justifiably and neutrally invoke criticize, traced by usage of the word “despite”. It also 

encourages to adopt appropriate policy to increase people’s engagement in confronting the 
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ideology of extremism.  

 

Excerpt: 17 
We strongly believe that ideas should be countered by ideas, not ruthless acts of 
violence. It is unacceptable that so far similar incidents of violence, including the 
murders of Azad and blogger Rajib Haider, have not seen justice. The onus lies on the 
government to conduct a focused investigation and bring the killers as well as those who 
threatened him publicly to justice. [TDS3] 

 
The urge for justice for the “threat” (action) and killing (action) and of blogger Rajib 

Haider is accompanied by a generalised ethical suggestion of how-to response and engage in 

ideological confrontation. Linking similar violence from the past (“murder of Azad”) a 

connection of repeated occurence is shown here. Responsibility is given to the government for 

investigation and serving justice to stop the repetition of same occurrence.  

 

Excerpt: 18 
 

Many religious leaders across the country are opposed to the ideologies of influential 
and vocally Islamist political parties such as Jamaat-e-Islami and other even more 
extreme organisations that purport to speak in the name of Islam, but are often lumped 
along with them in public perception.Imams and clerics should rise up and publicly 
denounce all extremist and intolerant statements, ideologies, and activities of narrow-
minded and retrogressive Islamist groups, and take a hard line against all activities that 
threaten any of our secular freedoms. [DT21]  

  

This DT editorial is of particular importance, given it calls for a national unity to stand 

against ideological violence and suggests that Islam (as a religion) does not support “killing” 

(action).  It also implies that religious leaders reject such action and political doers like 

“Jamaat-e-Islami”, who are “Islamist” (ideology), should be confronted by religious 

authorities and clerics. Thus, it tries to adopt a holistic remedy of terrorism through criticism 

from religious perspective. It must be noted that the action of violent event produced such 

response of seeking remedy, where not only any particular terrorist groups were opposed, but 

political groups (as mentioned Jamaat-e-Islami here in this editorial) have been linked through 

common ideology and thus calls were made to “ideologically” confront them (the political 

doer).  

 

Both the newspapers in much of the instances endorsed the government’s policy to 

combat terrorism and exclusively focused on repeating policy recommendation.  Occasionally 

the newspapers also endorsed police actions in specific events, but most of the times, 

particularly TDS was fiercely critical to the law enforcement bodies, while DT, being critical 
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to the law enforcement bodies showed a more lenient critical response to the government. 

Except occasionally, the responses did not link any political entities, and only confined to 

addressing the government in general. 

 

6.2.6 Theme/Discourse: 6 (Consequences) 
 

This theme is an extension of the previous one. The responses produced by TDS and 

DT, often mentioned consequences of terrorism in a discrete manner. Though distantly linked 

with the topic, but still these consequences were mentioned in the editorials, probably in an 

effort to depict the issue in its entirety. This tendency of identifying other indirectly linked 

consequences are explicitly found in the editorials of TDS in a scattered manner, whereas DT 

editorials rarely mentions such consequences. The consequences mostly identified by TDS 

editorials includes rising religious intolerance and decreasing religious harmony, while 

impunity (due to lack of proper justice) and prevailing insecurity (of the victims) were 

occasionally mentioned.  

 

Excerpt: 19 
 

Apathy from the authorities only serves to encourage fanatics and gives out the message 
that they can continue their diabolical operations to silence free voices with relative 
impunity. [TDS14]  

 
While throwing criticism to authority, this response against “diabolical operations” (action) of 

“fanatics” (identity in alternative wordings) shows the motif - “silence free voices”, indicating 

a consequence- “impunity”, produced due to continued action.  

 

Excerpt: 20 
 

[...]the gruesome murders of two foreign nationals in such a short period of time will no 
doubt have very serious ramifications for Bangladesh. [TDS24]  
 
The “murder” (actions) of two foreigners, might have consequences in foreign relation and 

hurt the image of the country in a global level- implied by the editorial.  

 

It must need to be said that, these consequences, like the example of excerpt 20, are 

produced as a distant response and not a direct response. They are extension of responses, and 

most of the time, linked with specific events. These consequences are a perceived implication 

of the responses. The consequences are still important, though far-fetched with the actions. It 

also shows the diversified aspect of event-specific solution of the actions.  
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Two DT editorial mentioned of impunity as a consequence of the actions.  

 

The six themes or discourses represented increasing events of terrorism (actions) by the 

terrorists(identities). These themes/discourse constructed terrorism in a detailed manner.  
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7. Conclusion & Discussion 
 

This thesis aimed to study the discursive construction of terrorism in the editorials of 

TDS and DT. In this chapter, the four research question will be answered one by one on the 

basis of results found through analysis in the previous chapter. I related and compared the 

result with the discussions in Theoretical Framework and Literature Review chapter. The 

discussion on results will be followed by another discussion on particular limitations and 

possible scope for future research in the topic.  

 

To begin with, I want to give a summary of the last chapter. Analysis of the six 

recurring themes/discourses in the preceding chapter suggests that both the newspaper, 

throughout the year in 2015, prioritized the issue, although to different degree. As it seems 

TDS had set terrorism as its topmost priority, while DT did not. The discrepancy in the 

amount of empirical data collected from both the newspaper shows that the degree of giving 

importance to the issue was not same for both the newspapers. DT had produced 23 editorials 

in contrast with the 53 produced editorial by TDS. Though this comparison is inconclusive 

given the amount of words produced by the editorials was not considered in this study, but 

almost double empirical data collected from TDS compared to DT, shows that the newspaper 

had an uninterrupted attention to the topic. The primary similarity found in both of the 

newspaper, was their focus on suggesting policies and repeated call for ensuring proper 

investigation and serving justice to the victims. Both the newspaper clearly identified the 

violent actions of terrorism through some common interpretation, mainly of ideological and 

[distantly] political in nature. Discrepancies were found in the nature of produced emotion, 

while commonalities found in expressing generalised emotion in the form of condemnation. 

Thus both the newspapers strongly disapprove of terrorism. In a very abstract form, the 

newspapers also engages with terrorism from communicative perspective. Both the 

newspapers sought to enable different stakeholder like the state, law enforcers and religious 

clerics to resist terrorism. The newspapers attempted to build common national, social and 

religious consensus, while rightfully sympathising with the victims. Against this backdrop, I 

answer the research questions of this study:  

 

7.1 Do the newspapers uses the common elements of the 
definition of terrorism?  

 
While doing the thematic analysis of the 23 editorials of DT and 53 editorials of 

TDS, I have identified six recurring themes/discourses on the topic of terrorism. These 
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common themes are: the expression of emotions, the identification of actions, the exposure of 

motif & organizational structure, the deployment of identity and symbolism, responses & 

remedies and consequences (mainly in TDS). Sub-themes that characterized the discourse and 

formed them, are very similar to the definitional elements that was discussed in the Literature 

Review chapter. In my study, I took the stand of considering “fear” as an element of terrorism 

- in reference of the research of Schmid & Jongman (2005). In the analysis of Discourse 1, I 

found that TDS produced a high amount of expression related to fear and panic. This result is 

consistent with the outcome of Schmid & Jongman (2005). Though DT did not produce the 

same amount of such expression, but in three instances (DT6, DT10, DT12) the editorials 

used (or implied) words that express emotions similar to fear/panic. So, it can be said that 

TDS used this definien as a primary element in their construction of terrorism, while it was 

not frequently in DT editorials.  

 

 Another common sub-theme among the newspapers was the identification of violent 

action. Violence (or intent to produce violence) is a central element in the formation of 

terrorism and repeatedly the newspapers identified violent actions in their editorials in a 

similar frequency. The analysis of Discourse 2 showed that the newspapers rigorously marked 

violence in terrorist actions, resulting it being another primary element in construction and 

description of terrorism related events.  

 

“Threat” was another most frequent definien identified in the Literature Review chapter. 

The editorials of TDS and DT, identified threat as an expression of violent action as well as a 

consequence. These two different types of identification of the same element played an 

evident role in constructing terror. Thus, both the newspapers imply that “threat” is central in 

terrorism.  

 

While TDS explicitly identified organizational structure of the violent groups involved 

in action, analysis of DT editorials in Discourse 3, did not show any such trait. On the other 

hand, TDS, in a detailed manner repeatedly identified the organizational structure of violent 

groups involved in this study.   

 

The political motif of analysed action in both TDS and DT are extremely vague in 

nature. However, religious motif by invoking religious identities. TDS editorials also 

mentioned the portrayal of victims (“anti-islam”) using original depiction done by groups 

responsible for some action, thus identifying religious motif. Though in one instance TDS, 
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tried to distantly relating a political doer, but the connection of the doer with the action was 

indirect.  

 

TDS and DT, both identifies a clear pattern in violence and also the ideology that 

instigate such violence. Both TDS and DT agrees that the action themselves are domestic in 

nature but, the organizations, e.g.mention of Islamic State might be transnational in nature.  

 

From this discussion, it is cleared that both TDS and DT used most of the elements 

needs to define terrorism, while both failed to a large degree to identify the political motif and 

DT’s construction of terrorism, according to the most common definiens used, is partly 

incomplete.  

 

7.2 How have the perpetrators and victims been constructed in 
the editorials? 
 

The construction of both the victims and the perpetrators was done through ideological 

representation and alignment of the editorials with the victim’s ideology. However, this result 

is irregularly produced and occasionally based on the identity of the victims. For instance, in 

the murder of bloggers and intellectuals, both the newspapers vehemently supported the 

victims, mostly by associating the victim’s identical label (e.g. freethinkers). In this particular 

events of terrorism, the victim’s representation was based on the cause they promoted and 

killed for. In other instances, the victims were portrayed on the basis of their surface identity 

(e.g. foreigners, Shia).  

 

The perpetrators, on the other hand are seen (or interpreted) as a serious threat to the 

secular and democratic value of the country. In contrasts with Powell’s (2011) finding, the 

media looked for a motif in the acts, sometimes created fear and sought attention. However, 

though the newspaper, particularly the TDS didn't send any anti-government message (cf. 

Powell 2011), and supported the government's policy while also being critical. DT, while not 

being critical to the government like TDS, did not send any anti-government message either. 

Unlike the result produced in Powell’s (2011) study, both the newspapers almost regularly 

linked particular actions with actions happened in the past, and thus creating pattern of 

violence. The newspapers did not present the domestic events of terrorism as discreet as 

Powell suggested.  
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In portraying the perpetrators of actions, the choice of alternative words like “religious 

extremists”, “extremists” “fanatics” was noticeable throughout the analysis of discourses. 

However, most of the time, the description of the events in editorials, shows that the meanings 

(or the suggestion of meaning) did not differ. The study of Hoffman (1998) of US media 

headlines in the 1970’s seems a likely match with the editorials of Bangladeshi newspapers in 

this regard.  

 
7.3 What are the response produced by the editorials?  

 
The analysis of the discourses suggests that the produced responses can be divided into 

two kind based on the target audience: one for the audience of the newspapers including 

various state stakeholders, and the second to perpetrators of action.  

 

To the readers of the newspapers, the paper focused on criticizing the law enforcement's 

continuous failure, while giving policy recommendation to the government. At the same time, 

the newspapers, particularly TDS was persistent on denouncing violent actions through 

criticism from religious perspective. The newspaper (TDS) vehemently emphasized on the 

point that Islam promotes peacefulness, similar to the result of Khan & Govindasamy (2011). 

In contrast with the result produced by Khan & Govindasamy, the result of this present paper 

is mostly similar, particularly on TDS. TDS, as shown earlier, largely failed to identify any 

other political doers, other factors or motivators for terrorism, while continually emphasized 

on “empty signifiers”. On the other hand, DT also did not identify any political doers, except 

occasionally Jamaat-e-Islami as an ideological ally of terrorism. However, alike TDS, DT also 

criticized terrorism through dissociation of Islam from the Islamists. But DT’s attempt to 

portray the political “face” of doers through the ideological linkage, made a more effective 

package of response. Both the newspapers produced response emphasizing on the secular and 

democratic value.  TDS was not as frequent as DT, in identifying specific ideology, and most 

of the response produced by TDS also produced a ideological portrayal of a general nature.    

 

On a different level, both the newspapers engaged in communicating and responding in 

communication with groups involved in actions, by producing national identity, attempt to 

build common national and ideological consensus. Particularly in the murder of bloggers and 

other intellectuals, this communication was evident. The victims in some events worked as a 

conduit metaphor, emitting violent message and consequently the newspapers responded.  
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7.4 How do the editorials provide solutions to the problem?  
 

The newspapers produced multidimensional solutions, some of which are specific and 

some are more board in nature. The most common solution of the newspapers, as found from 

the analysis of Discourse 4 & 5, is providing policy suggestions, call for serving justice, more 

efficient policing and quick investigation.  

 

However, the editorials also produced solution of different kinds and based on different 

target groups. For instances, some editorials (mainly in TDS) produced ethical rules to curb 

terrorism by promoting ideas like “ words should be confronted by words”. In many 

instances, the editorials called for increasing efficiency and performance from the law 

enforcement agencies.  

 

Identifying patterns at a global level, the editorials also called to make counter-terrorism 

guidelines and strategies.  

 

Both the newspapers also called for taking measures to include the mass in the effort to 

curb terrorism. Furthering this call, suggestions are also made to the religious clerics to stand 

against the distorted teaching of religious nature of terrorist groups and promote secular 

values while preaching the non-violent virtues of the religion.  

 

7.5 Limitations & Recommendations  
 

      This thesis has significant and broad limitations too. While collecting empirical data, 

this thesis considered incidents, where there are transnational or local terrorist groups are 

involved. Out of the 458 incidents, only 29 were taken into consideration, given the GTD 

clearly identified the transnational nature or religious motivation of the actor(s). The result of 

this study thus only applicable to a small fraction of terrorism related events and not all the 

events. If it was possible to include samples of the other incidents, this thesis could be more 

inclusive in nature. While shaping the idea of this thesis, it was also considered to ask the 

same questions to the other incidents opted out. Thus the result could be more holistic and the 

topic itself could be judged in its entirety. The discursive nature of the other events and how 

they were portrayed could be found if they were taken into consideration, and thus it is 

recommended to broaden the scope of data collection in case of any future research on this 

topic.  
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Another significant motivation of this thesis is also missed due to the same problem. 

The nature of the political doers is vaguely produced in the result of this thesis. Given that I 

did not included the other events into my thesis, anything conclusive can not be said or 

determined from this thesis.  

 

The issue itself, particularly coming up with a definition of terrorism seems like a far-reaching 

goal, even if we focus on Bangladesh only. The definition of terrorism which was taken for 

this study, itself is partially formed and narrowed down with the most frequent definiens. 

Having said that, more studies is crucially needed to come out with a more narrow definition 

of terrorism, which can be applied in the context of Bangladesh. This thesis only tried to 

contribute in paving the way for more specific but wider future research to satisfy this need.  

 

This thesis considered only two English Language newspapers, and excluded all the Bengali 

newspapers, thus it is not an all-encompassing thesis. Thus the results produced in this thesis 

is in no way applicable for the Bengali newspapers.  

 

The overall GTI indicators showed that 2015 was the most violent year for Bangladesh in 

decades. Neither the newspaper editorials, nor the result of this thesis could identify any 

reasoning for the sudden and sharp rise of violent activities.  

 

The trait continued until 2016.  This thesis, thus suggests future research where events of 

terrorism in 2016 will also be considered.  
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Appendix (B): List of Incidences (by Terrorist groups) in Bangladesh (2015) 
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Appendix (C): TDS Editorial List (2015) 

(page 87--92) 

 

TDS Title of 
Editorials 

Web Link Date of 
Publication  

TDS1 
 

 

ISIS killing orgy 
We strongly 
condemn it 

https://www.thedailystar.net/isis-killing-orgy-65393  February 
18, 2015 

TDS2 Discovery of 
militant camps 
The alertness 
must continue 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/discovery-
militant-camps-3544  

February 
24, 2015  

TDS3 
 

 

Horrific hacking 
of Avijit Roy 
An attack on 
our national 
ethos  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/horrific-
hacking-avijit-roy-4238  

February 
28, 2015 

TDS4 
 

 

We are all 
Mukto-Mona 
Avijit's murder 
is an attack on 
Free Thought  

http://wAttack on Secularism 

ww.thedailystar.net/frontpage/we-are-all-mukto-
mona-4505  

March 01, 
2015  

TDS5 
 

 

Another militant 
den busted 
Catch their 
leaders 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/another-
militant-den-busted-4545  

March 02, 
2015 

TDS6 
 

 

Investigating 
Avijit murder 
Punish culprits 
and deter 
recurrence 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/investigating-
avijit-murder-4706  

March 03, 
2015 

TDS7 
 

 

Protesting Avijit 
murder 
Every student 
body has a 
right to it 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/protesting-
avijit-murder-5106  

March 05, 
2015  

TDS8 
 

 

Bangladeshi 
workers taken 
hostage 
Make all-out 
efforts to 
secure release 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/bangladeshi-
workers-taken-hostage-71005  

March 12, 
2015  

TDS9 
 

 

Indulgence 
towards bigots 
Double 
standards 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/indulgence-
towards-bigots-71306  

March 13, 
2015 
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regarding 
arrests  

TDS10 
 

 

We condemn 
the killing 
Rising 
intolerance 
must be 
resisted by us 
all 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/we-condemn-
the-killing-74845  

April 01, 
2015  

TDS11 
 

 

Militants 
manage to 
circumvent the 
system  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/militants-
manage-circumvent-the-system-75276  

April 03, 
2015  

TDS12 
 

 

New militant 
outfit busted 
Trace and 
dismantle 
networks 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/new-militant-
outfit-busted-77402  

April 16, 
2015 

TDS13 
 

 

Al Qaeda 
spectre 
Go the whole 
hog  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/al-qaeda-
spectre-80464  

May 05, 
2015  

TDS14 
 

 

Another 
Blogger 
Murdered 
Absence of 
deterrents have 
encouraged 
killers  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/another-
blogger-murdered-81898  

May 13, 
2015  

TDS15 
 

 

Online writers 
and activists 
must be 
protected 
An impartial, 
meticulous 
probe is crucial  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/online-writers-
and-activists-must-be-protected-85264  

May 22, 
2015  

TDS16 
 

 

Bank heists by 
militants 
Drives to stamp 
them out must 
continue with 
vigour  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/bank-heists-
militants-94567  

June 10, 
2015  

TDS17 
 

 

Another 
blogger killed!  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/another-
blogger-killed-123727  

August 09, 
2015 

TDS18 
 

 

Serial killing of 
bloggers 
Preempt such 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/serial-killing-
bloggers-124771  

August 11, 
2015  
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occurrences 

TDS19 
 

 

Erosion of trust 
on police 
Bloggers need 
protection 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/erosion-trust-
police-128017  

August 17, 
2015  

TDS20 
 

 

Day of the 
grenades 
A dark chapter 
in politics  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/day-the-
grenades-130474  

August 22, 
2015  

TDS21 
 

 

Combating 
militancy 
We reiterate 
the PM's' views  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/combating-
militancy-145330  

September 
19, 2015  

TDS22 
 

 

Murder of 
Italian national 
IS 'link' remains 
unproven 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/murder-italian-
national-149737  

October 01, 
2015  

TDS23 
 

 

Fighting 
terrorism 
Global unity is 
key  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/fighting-
terrorism-150286  

October 02, 
2015  

TDS24 
 

 

Yet another 
foreign national 
murdered 
Law enforcers 
must act 
promptly and 
decisively  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/yet-another-
foreign-national-murdered-151285  

October 04, 
2015  

TDS25 
 

 

Still no 
headway in 
investigations 
Coordinated 
efforts of 
security 
agencies 
crucial 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/still-no-
headway-investigations-152548  

October 06, 
2015  

TDS26 Pastor targeted 
Arrest the 
assailants 
promptly  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/pastor-
targeted-152809  

October 07, 
2015  

TDS27 
 

 

Combating 
extremism 
Harness 
resources, 
coordinate 
efforts  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/combating-
extremism-153502  

October 08, 
2015  

TDS28 Trials of https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/trials-militants- October 13, 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/erosion-trust-police-128017
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https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/combating-militancy-145330
https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/murder-italian-national-149737
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militants 
Why are police 
witnesses not 
turning up?  

156253  2015 

TDS29 
 

 

Murder of 
foreign 
nationals 
Exercise due 
diligence for 
successful 
probe 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/murder-foreign-
nationals-156256  

October 13, 
2015  

TDS30 
 

 

Government's 
anti- militancy 
campaign 
In need of 
invigoration  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/governments-
anti-militancy-campaign-157021  

October 15, 
2015  

TDS31 
 

 

Huseni Dalan 
bombing 
A black day for 
us  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/huseni-dalan-
bombing-162268  

October 26, 
2015  

TDS32 
 

 

Headway in the 
Tavella case 
Fair 
investigation 
will unravel the 
truth  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/headway-the-
tavella-case-162655  

October 27, 
2015  

TDS33 
 

 

Free thinking 
under attack 
again 
We strongly 
condemn 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/free-thinking-
under-attack-again-165259  

November 
01, 2015  

TDS34 
 

 

These are not 
“isolated” 
events 
Home 
minister's 
comment 
misleading  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/these-are-not-
%E2%80%9Cisolated%E2%80%9D-events-165748  

November 
02, 2015  

TDS35 
 

 

Fatal attack on 
police 
Enough talk, 
take action  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/fatal-attack-
police-167497  

November 
05, 2015  

TDS36 
 

 

Many terrorists 
on bail 
Why no appeal 
against it?  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/many-terrorists-
bail-170059  

November 
10, 2015  

TDS37 
 

Already more 
than 2000 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/already-more-
2000-arrested-170392  

November 
11, 2015  
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 arrested 
Are they all 
criminals?  

TDS38 
 

 

Rescuers now 
being 
harassed! 
It only affects 
public 
confidence in 
police  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/rescuers-now-
being-harassed-171016  

November 
12, 2015  

TDS39 
 

 

Mayhem in 
Paris 
High time to 
unite against 
terrorism  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/mayhem-paris-
172426  

November 
15, 2015 

TDS40 
 

 

Paris attacks 
We must hone 
our efforts  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/paris-attacks-
172936  

November 
16, 2015  

TDS41 
 

 

Sender of 
death threat 
identified 
But why has he 
not been 
caught yet?  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/sender-death-
threat-identified-173905  

November 
18, 2015  

TDS42 
 

 

Priests under 
threat 
Say NO to the 
bigots  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/priests-under-
threat-175588  

November 
21, 2015  

TDS43 
 

 

A world united 
against terror 
Address the 
root causes  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/world-united-
against-terror-176515  

November 
23, 2015  

TDS44 
 

 

Another attack 
on Shias 
Part of a 
greater 
conspiracy  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/another-attack-
shias-179014  

November 
28, 2015  

TDS45 
 

 

Blasts at Hindu 
temple 
Condemnation 
no longer 
enough 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/blasts-hindu-
temple-182743  

December 
06, 2015  

TDS46 
 

 

Another 
Dinajpur temple 
attacked 
The 
masterminds 
must be caught  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/another-
dinajpur-temple-attacked-185914  

December 
12, 2015  
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TDS47 Martyred 
intellectuals 
Always a 
beacon of 
inspiration  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/martyred-
intellectuals-186721  

December 
14, 2015  

TDS48 
 

 

Terror attacks 
continue 
Find the 
masterminds 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/terror-attacks-
continue-192637  

December 
27, 2015  

TDS49 
 

 

Recrudescence 
of extremists 
Exercise 
extreme 
vigilance  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/recrudescence-
extremists-193783  

December 
29, 2015  

TDS50 
 

 

Terror suspects 
go scot-free 
Time to plug 
the holes  

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/terror-suspects-
go-scot-free-194044  

December 
30, 2015  
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Appendix (D): DT Editorial List (2015)  

(page 93-95) 

 

DT Title of 
Editorials 

                                     Web Link  Date of 
Publicatio
n  

DT1 There can 
be no 

excuse 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/01/09/there-
can-be-no-excuse  

January 
9th, 2015 

DT2 Protect 
publishers 

from 
intimidation 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/02/18/protect-
publishers-from-intimidation  

February 
18th, 2015 

DT3 Bring 
Avijit’s 

killers to 
justice 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/02/27/bring-
avijits-killers-to-justice  

February 
27th, 2015 

DT4 Take 
incitement 
to violence 

seriously 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/03/01/take-
incitement-to-violence-seriously  

March 1st, 
2015 

DT5 Avijit’s 
murder 

poses key 
questions 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/03/03/avijits-
murder-poses-key-questions  

March 3rd, 
2015 

DT6 Oyasiqur’s 
murder was 
preventable 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/03/30/oyasiqur
s-murder-was-preventable  

March 
30th, 2015 

DT7 Avijit’s case 
needs 

independen
t inquiry 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/03/31/avijits-
case-needs-independent-inquiry  

March 
31st, 2015 

DT8 Reward the 
brave 

bystanders 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/04/06/reward-
the-brave-bystanders  

April 6th, 
2015 

DT9 No impunity 
for death 

threats 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/04/20/no-
impunity-for-death-threats  

April 20th, 
2015 

DT1
0 

Everyone 
must take 

steps to 
stop 

targeted 
killings of 
bloggers 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/08/07/everyon
e-must-take-steps-to-stop-targeted-killings-of-bloggers  

August 7th, 
2015 

DT1
1 

Hold police 
to account 

for failing to 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/08/08/hold-
police-to-account-for-failing-to-protect-bloggers  

August 8th, 
2015 
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protect 
bloggers 

DT1
2 

Do not let 
terrorists 

dictate 
agenda 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/09/29/do-not-
let-terrorists-dictate-agenda  

September 
29th, 2015 

DT1
3 

Use 
intelligence 

wisely to 
reassure 

the public 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/10/02/use-
intelligence-wisely-to-reassure-the-public  

October 
2nd, 2015 

DT1
4 

Do not let 
IS claims 

detract from 
catching 

killers and 
reassuring 

public 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/10/05/do-not-
let-is-claims-detract-from-catching-killers-and-reassuring-public  

October 
5th, 2015 

DT1
5 

Co-
operation 

the right 
way to 

tackle terror 
threats 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/10/07/co-
operation-the-right-way-to-tackle-terror-threats  

October 
7th, 2015 

DT1
6 

Sectarianis
m has no 

place in 
Bangladesh 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/10/25/sectaria
nism-has-no-place-in-bangladesh  

October 
25th, 2015 

DT1
7 

Bangladesh 
faces an 

existential 
crisis 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/10/31/banglad
esh-faces-an-existential-crisis  

October 
31st, 2015 

DT1
8 

Protection 
of the public 

is the first 
duty of 

government 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/11/01/protectio
n-of-the-public-is-the-first-duty-of-government  

November 
1st, 2015 

DT1
9 

The world 
at war 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/11/14/the-
world-at-war  

November 
14th, 2015 

DT2
0 

No 
tolerance 

for 
sectarianis

m 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/11/27/no-
tolerance-for-sectarianism  

November 
27th, 2015 

DT2
1 

Enlightened 
imams can 
be allies in 

the fight 
against 

terror 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/12/18/enlighte
ned-imams-can-be-allies-in-the-fight-against-terror  

December 
18th, 2015 

DT2 We cannot https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/12/27/we- December 
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https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/12/18/enlightened-imams-can-be-allies-in-the-fight-against-terror
https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2015/12/27/we-cannot-allow-bangladesh-to-become-a-breeding-ground-for-extremism


Appendices 

95 

 

2 allow 
Bangladesh 

to become 
a breeding 
ground for 
extremism 

cannot-allow-bangladesh-to-become-a-breeding-ground-for-
extremism  

27th, 2015 

DT2
3 

Lessons 
from verdict 
in Rajeeb’s 

murder 
case 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/uncategorized/2016/01/01/lessons-
from-verdict-in-rajeebs-murder-case  

January 
1st, 2016 
(Updated 
at 07:15 
pm, 
January 
01, 2016; 
Written on 
December 
31, 2015 
and thus 
included.)  
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