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Colorectal carcinoma is the second most common type of cancer in Sweden 
today with approximately 5000 new cases each year. The growth pattern of 
colorectal cancer can be divided into expansive and infiltrative where the 
infiltrative growth pattern has a worse prognosis. In this thesis a method to 
quantitatively and objectively describe the growth pattern of colon carcinoma 
using tree analysis has been developed. Also the expression of cell adhesion 
proteins E-cadherin, Beta-catenin, Claudin and Occludin were studied in 
relation to the growth pattern as well as different mutations in the cell adhe-
sion genes and different clinicopathological factors such as tumour volume, 
tumour differentiation, TNM and tumour localisation. 
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