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International studies related to men working in Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) as research 

field has aroused interest under the past two decades. In both academic and policy discussions, men’s 

relations to children have often been reduced to the issues of fatherhood, paternity and parental leave, and 

also fathers’ rights post-separation and divorce (Hearn & Pringle, 2006). When these discussions come to 

ECEC, the international research on male practitioners has as starting point the question about men as 

minority group in ECEC (Rohrmann & Brody, 2015). A worldwide pattern indicates that there is a low number 

of men who are working in ECEC (Brody, 2015; Koch & Farquhar, 2015; Peeters, et. al, 2015). Taking the 

total amount of the ECEC workforce, 1-4% of that corresponds to male practitioners, having Norway, Turkey 

and Denmark the highest percentages, but not higher than 10%. Aiming to get knowledge about what 

different research on men in ECEC purposes to study and which method for data collection is most used by 

them, this paper presents an examination of 100 peer-reviewed articles. At the same time, I sought to 

analyze the gender impact on research on men in ECEC. A manifest content analysis was used as method 

in order to be able to sort, categorize and interpretate the collected data (Bengtsson, 2016). This 

examination contributes to have an overview of which main questions have been researched and which 

other ones should possibly be studied when researching on men in ECEC. The results indicate that most of 

the research on men in ECEC are based on qualitative interviews and quantitative surveys with practitioners 

and also with students in educational training programmes. There are only few studies with observation as 

method. More studies with observations could contribute to a broader knowledge. Regarding its purposes, 

there is a large number of studies which aim to seek understanding on how male and female practitioners 

see upon the presence of men working in ECEC, mostly related to which challenges and expectations male 

practitioners could meet by entering a field which traditionally has been occupied by women. In general, this 

review show that questions about gender is still very present when researching about men in ECEC. There is 

a tension about questions on men as male role models for children and men as tool for challenging gender 

norms and roles in ECEC. 
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