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rebecca dobre billström (b. 1983) has been a doctoral student in 
Musicology at the School of Music, Theatre and Art at Örebro University since 
2015, as well as a member of the Center for Feminist Social Studies (CFS). Her 
background is in music education and gender studies. 

This thesis explores feminist engagements in affecting change in various music 
scenes and music-making practices in Swedish musical life. It does so in a time 
when the debate around gender equality and feminist concerns in relation to 
musical life are increasingly part of Swedish public discourse. The empirical 
material consists of interviews with musicians active in various music scenes, 
from opera, jazz and blues, visa, new music composition and sound art to dans-
band, rap and folk music, who all engage in different ways with both notions 
and practices of gender-related and feminist transformation in music-making. 
The thesis discusses the feminist political potential of such practices as well as 
organisational work to combat inequalities in relation to music. It joins a feminist 
scholarly quest to explore what emotions do politically, specifically by following 
arguments for the need to base feminist politics of transformation not on iden-
tity, but on the rage and frustration one feels towards social inequalities as well 
as on the passion and pleasure in resistance, music-making and collaboration. 
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