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Erik Hysing (b. 1977) is a researcher and teacher in the 
field of Political Science at Örebro University. His academic 
work has mainly focused on public policy and implementa-
tion, governance, sustainable development, and environ-
mental politics. This is his doctoral thesis. 

Apocalyptic messages about the premature end of the 
world and the danger of environmental catastrophes in 
the near future have brought the problems of environ-
mental degradation home with a vengeance. Faced with 

environmental problems such as climate change and biodiversity loss, the 
dominant political response has been sustainable development, balancing 
environmental protection against economic prosperity and social justice. 
While political action is increasingly being called for, the role and capacity of 
the state is questioned – as captured neatly in the story from government to 
governance. Taking its conceptual point of departure in theories of sustainable 
development, governance, and policy change, this thesis assesses, explains, 
and theorises about recent developments of environmental governing within 
Swedish forestry and transport. The findings are presented in four articles that 
have all been published in leading academic journals. The thesis concludes 
that public policy has changed within both policy areas as environmental 
objectives and new modes of governing have been adopted – a development 
that can be characterised as governing towards sustainability. However, 
the storyline from government to governance is too simple to capture these 
changes. The state remains important in several ways and influences society 
through a variety of modes of governing. The thesis concludes by arguing that 
sustainable development needs to be politicised in terms of visible political 
action and open political contestation between differing visions of a sustai-
nable society, a process in which citizens need to have a say, because, in the 
end, who should decide what a sustainable society should look like if not us?
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