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Abstract 
 
Ahmed El Gody (2012): Journalism in a Network: The Role of ICTs in Egyptian 
Newsrooms. Örebro Studies in Media and Communication 12, 282 pp. 
 
The utilisation of ICTs in Egypt has irrevocably changed the nature of the tradi-
tional public sphere. One can see the Egyptian online society as a multiplicity of 
networks. These networks have developed, transformed and expanded over time, 
operating across all areas of life. Nonetheless, in essence they are socio-political and 
cultural in origin. Audiences started to provide detailed descriptions of Egyptian 
street politics, posting multimedia material, generating public interest, and reinforc-
ing citizen power and democracy. This trend changed the way audiences consumed 
news, with traditional media started to access online information to develop their 
media content and to escape government control. Several media organisations also 
started to expand their presence online so that, as well as providing news content to 
attract audiences, they also provided them with a ‘space’ to interact amongst them-
selves and with media organisations. This dissertation aims to study the diffusion 
and utilization of Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) in Egyptian 
newsrooms. Furthermore, the study examines whether/to what extent and in what 
way Egyptian newsrooms incorporate ICTs in their daily routine. Such a study will 
assist in understanding the role of journalism in the Egyptian network sphere. 

While studying Egyptian newsrooms this dissertation has integrated qualitative eth-
nographic participant observation, structured and semi-structured interviews and 
document analysis with quantitative longitudinal surveys and website content analysis. 
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For Egyptian media organisations in general, the diffusion of ICTs proved to be a 
form of slow evolutionary process, with news organisations adopting ICTs according to 
their structural needs. Studying the utilisation of ICTs inside Egyptian newsrooms has 
revealed wide variations between the types of organisation (National, Opposition, Inde-
pendent) and their utilisation of ICTs. National media organisations and journalists 
seemed to not yet understand the use of ICTs. The liberal hopes that accompanied the 
advent of ICTs were dashed by a strict centralised political and management system, 
which believes that controlling content is important for dominating mass opinion and 
stabilising the political system. National media online presence is still seen as an add-on 
tool to traditional media. On the other hand, independent and non-partisan opposition 
newspapers are utilising ICTs as a tool that can help journalists to become active in an 
increasingly dynamic networked society, with the organisation’s website used as a 
‘space’ between different stakeholders to interact in issues of common concern. 
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