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Abstract 

Pakistan allied with the US in the Global War on Terror (GWOT) between late 2001 and early 

2002. Being the US’s ally, Pakistan launched military operations in the semi-governed Federally 

Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA) to drive out the jihadists who sought refuge in the areas after 

conducting guerrilla operations against NATO led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 

in Afghanistan. Pakistani security forces (SFs) met with considerable resistance by the tribal 

insurgents, who in 2007 named themselves the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). The FATA 

conflict related news reports often make headlines in the most-read Urdu-language newspapers in 

Pakistan. As news media is regarded as an important element in influencing public opinion, this 

study focuses on the news reports published in The Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-waqt in order to 

figure out how the newspapers effect the public opinion by constructing the actors (Pakistani 

security forces and Pakistani Taliban) and the action (the military operations). As I was not able 

to find any research conducted on the conflict which analyses Pakistani newspapers, this study is 

an addition to the literature available on the FATA conflict and the GWOT. This study fills the 

gap by analysing 30 news articles which are systematically selected from the newspapers 

published in the last ten years. The study analyses how the main discourses in the news articles 

construct the actors and the action. This study further analyses how the dominant features of the 

news discourses relate to socio-cultural practices in Pakistan and Pakistan’s policy in matters of 

terrorism. The theories on war journalism, “us versus them”, terrorism and media lay a theoretical 

foundation for the research being conducted in this study. Moreover, Fairclough’s Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) theory serves to lay theoretical foundation for the choice of 

Fairclough’s CDA methodology to deconstruct the opaque knowledge constructions forwarded in 

the news discourses. This study concludes that the newspapers construct Pakistani Taliban as 

evil, while they support the SFs in their news coverage. The study further concludes that the 

newspapers construct the military operations are launched to help the tribal population against 

TTP militancy. 
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1 Introduction 

Pakistan joined the US Global War on Terror (GWOT) between late 2001 and early 2002. The 

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)-lead International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 

invaded Afghanistan in October 2001. The security forces of Pakistan (SFs) which include the 

“armed forces, the Frontier Corps (FC), the police, and in some cases the levies [the government 

forces also known as Khasadars] of different tribal regions” (Shah, 2010, p.285) entered into 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan which borders with Afghanistan to stop 

cross-border militant movements. The SFs were also assigned the task to eliminate the 

sanctuaries in FATA used by jihadists e.g. the Afghan Taliban and their international aides such 

as Al-Qaeda, Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) etc. The studies conducted by Pakistan 

Institute for Peace (PIPS) and Khan (2011) note the military operations in Pakistan’s semi-

governed tribal areas met with considerable resistance by foreign insurgents and their local tribal 

hosts. Moreover, they observed the clashes all over the country and how, by 2012, over 42,000 

Pakistanis had lost their lives in FATA related violence (PIPS, 2013, p.7; Khan, 2011). The 

indiscriminate bombing campaigns at public places and targeted killings by the terrorists have 

created an atmosphere of insecurity in the country. Moreover, the eleven year long war coupled 

with corrupt practices by current regime are slowly pushing the nuclear armed nation towards 

economic meltdown. A non-profit organisation, the Fund for Peace (FFP) maintains a yearly 

index of the states which are feared to fail. Pakistan is ranked 13
th

 in the Failed States Index (FSI) 

2012 as compared to ranking 34
th

 in the FSI 2005 (FFP,2006; FFP, 2013); thus the nation rose 21 

ranks up in the last eight years to become a failed state. The index considers retribution by 

“Vengeance-Seeking Group[s]” against Pakistan’s role in the US’ GWOT as a major factor in 

pushing Pakistan towards becoming a failed state (FFP, 2013). If the country collapses and 

whether its nuclear arsenal will end up in hands of Al-Qaeda related extremists is a major 

concern for the international community. 

Urdu-language news media has been playing an important role in shaping public opinion since 

British Rule on the Indian Subcontinent. This was also the case during the struggle to carve 

Pakistan out of British India in 1947 and to boost national morale in times of psychological 

setback and humiliating defeat in 1971 war against India that resulted in shattering the prestige of 

the nation and its armed forces and established the Eastern Province (known as East Pakistan) as 
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Bangladesh, the media shaped public opinion. Pakistan’s war against insurgency is a major factor 

causing the nation to become a failed state (FFP, 2013). So it is important to study the role of 

Pakistani news media in the nation’s war against the FATA insurgency. This study analyses thirty 

Urdu-language news articles collected from widely circulated newspapers, Roznama Jang (The 

Daily War - from now on Jang) and Roznama Nawa-i-Waqt (The Daily Voice of Time - from now 

on NW). 

This chapter formally marks the beginning of this master thesis. Being the introductory part of 

the study, the chapter begins with the section “Statement of the Problem”, which firstly defines 

the scientific problem and secondly argues why this study is undertaken. “Aims and Research 

Questions” elaborates on the objectives of this thesis. Moreover, the section defines the goal of 

this study in the form of research questions and explains them. The “Background” section 

provides background information on the FATA conflict between SFs and tribal insurrectionists. 

Moreover, the section clearly draws a line between what is being analysed and what is not in 

order to dispel the potential ambiguities and explains working conditions of journalists in 

Pakistani tribal areas. The section is followed by “Scope of the Thesis”. The last section of this 

chapter introduces the rest of the chapters included in this study. 

1.1 Statement of the Problem 

Since 2002, the SFs are conducting military operations in FATA against local militants groups 

who forged together in 2007 to form the TTP
1
. Pakistan, being a major non-NATO ally (MNNA) 

of the US
2
 in the GWOT, is fighting within its geographical boundaries with Pakistani troops 

backed by artillery, gunship helicopters and fighter jets against the TTP, which is equipped with 

small arms, Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs), Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) such as 

roadside bombs and suicide bombers. The FATA conflict is part of the GWOT being fought in 

many parts of the world. 

                                                             
1 In this study, TTP stands for Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. Detailed discussion on TTP is presented in “The FATA 
Conflict” section 1.3.1. There is another political party Tahreek-e-Tahafuz-e-Pakistan using the same acronym 

however, the acronym TTP used in this study refers to Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. 

2 Discussed in “The FATA Conflict” section 1.3.1 
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As Simon Cottle (2006, p.74) argues, governments have to justify their conflicts in the public eye 

when they are compelled to wage wars. The government of Pakistan (GOP) needed to justify its 

military incursions into FATA to a public opinion which predominantly believes the government 

is sending troops on the behest of the US, as Nazir (2010, p.71) suggests. On the one hand, it is 

always a difficult task for policy makers to convince their people that their war is unavoidable. 

On the other hand, news media themselves are important actors in forming public opinion and 

governments need to win their support. As Seib (2006, p.1) argues, a war situation is the time 

when the media should have a more critical stance towards official claims. So, it is worthwhile to 

analyse the extent to which the Urdu-language media in Pakistan manage to be critical of official 

claims. Moreover, as researchers argue that all warring factions use propaganda and counter-

propaganda strategies to win public opinion (see section 3.1.1.1), this study also focuses on the 

extent to which the media is critical of TTP and their claims. Further, the media discourses are 

also important to study in order to assess how both the TTP and the SFs are constructed. 

I was not able to find any research focusing on how Pakistani news media construct Pakistani 

Taliban and the SFs. Neither could I find studies exploring the Pakistani Urdu-language news 

discourses on the FATA conflict. This study explores Urdu-language press discourses concerning 

the conflict in FATA and adjoining areas. Thus, the topic of my thesis, the construction of TTP in 

Pakistani Urdu-language press has not been researched yet, so my study not only adds to the 

literature on TTP but it also helps to understand the role of Pakistani Urdu-language news media 

in the United States’ GWOT. The study is an effort to fill this gap. Besides, the research 

encourages further studies on the role of Pakistani media in the GWOT. 

1.2 Aims and Research Questions 

The aim of this study is to examine the discourses about the military operations in FATA that 

prevail in news reports published in the Pakistani Urdu-language press in order to assess how the 

actors including TTP and the SFs and their actions are constructed in the news stories. The study 

focuses on articles published between 2002 and 2012 in two leading Pakistani Urdu-language 

newspapers, Jang and NW. The study asks the following research questions: 

1. What main discourses emerge from the press reports on military operations in FATA 

published by the selected Pakistani Urdu-language newspapers? 
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i. How is TTP constructed in the selected news articles? 

ii. How are SFs constructed in the selected news articles? 

iii. How are the military operations in FATA constructed in the selected news 

reports? 

2. How do the dominant features of the studied news discourses on the military operations in 

FATA relate to the socio-cultural practices of the Pakistani society and more specifically, to 

the government’s national and international policy in matters of terrorism? 

The first research question aims at assessing the position of two exponents of the Urdu-language 

news press: do the articles favourably characterise the SFs or TTP in their coverage or do they 

elevate themselves to an impartial position regarding the FATA conflict? The second research 

question concentrates on the relationship between the designated news characteristics and the 

socio-cultural practices of the Pakistani society. 

1.3 Background 

The Background forms a setting for this study. I present history and information regarding the 

ongoing insurgency in Pakistan in “The FATA Conflict”. Moreover, this section also highlights 

what Pakistani Taliban have done and what are they doing in “TTP Activities”. The difficulties 

and the problems Pakistani journalists are facing when covering the conflict are discussed under 

“Reporters’ Working Conditions”. The distinctive features of Pakistani media are briefly 

presented in “Pakistani Media Landscape”. 

1.3.1 The FATA Conflict 

The GWOT “has many dimensions and is being fought in different ways and in many places 

apart from Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan” (Nazir, 2010, p.63). He further notes that the US 

GWOT “formally began with the bombing of [Afghan] Taliban strategic positions in Afghanistan 

on 7 October 2001 under Operation Enduring Freedom [OEF]” (Nazir, 2010, p.63). The US 

believed Al-Qaeda perpetrated 9/11 and that the Taliban Government was harbouring Al-Qaeda 

and its leaders (Gunaratna and Nielsen 2008, p.777). The US forces joined with its allied 
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countries’ forces and anti-Afghan Taliban militia forces, the Afghan United Front
3
 launched 

ground invasions in Afghanistan against the Afghan Taliban ousting its government, which 

started a guerrilla jihad against the NATO-led ISAF. 

The fall of the Taliban regime on 13 November 2001 (Safi, 2012) lead them to take refuge in 

mountainous terrain of the Durand Line, the international border between Pakistan and 

Afghanistan (Pak-Afghan). Initially, the Afghan Taliban made the semi-governed Pashtun tribal 

areas known as Federally Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan their base camp 

(Gunaratna and Nielsen, 2008, p.777) for their jihad against the occupied forces. The areas 

consist of seven districts which are locally known as Tribal Agencies (TAs) namely Bajaur, 

Mohmand, Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram, North Waziristan and South Waziristan. Moreover, there 

are six tribal Frontier Regions (FRs) attached: Peshawar, Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu, Tank, Kohat 

and Lakki Marwat, districts which are administered by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Province 

(SAFRON, 2009). The International Crisis Group (ICG) reported:  

“Hundreds of al-Qaeda operatives and sympathisers as well as the Taliban moved, via mountain 

passes, from Afghanistan into North and South Waziristan and other bordering FATA agencies [. 

. .]. Some 500-600 foreign fighters (mostly Arabs, Uzbeks and Chechens) sought shelter there 

following US-led offensives against them” (ICG, 2006, pp.17). 

Ethnically Pashtun Taliban established jihadist recruitment and training camps on both sides of 

Pak-Afghan border with the help of local Pashtun tribes. Eide (2009, p.152) notes: 

“Madrasas [Muslim seminaries] in Pakistan, and particularly those near the Afghan border have 

been associated, especially in the new millennium, with institutions for training of religious 

extremists, some of whom have fought with the Afghan Taliban in the battlefield – and a few of 

whom have resorted to suicide attacks inside Afghanistan”.  

Moreover, as the: 

“US President left little room for any policy option for Pakistan [‘either you are with us or you 

are with the terrorists’], the response of the Pakistani military regime under General Musharraf 

was simply to align itself with US policy and strategy in the region. It readily accepted all the 

demands put to it by the US in the context of its war against the Taliban” (Nazir, 2010, p.71). 

                                                             
3 Usually known as Northern Alliance 
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Pakistan was designated as MNNA later in 2004 (Fair, et al., 2010, p.3). The official decision to 

join the US’s war was a complete shift of Pakistan’s Afghanistan-related foreign policy from 

supporting the Afghan Taliban to joining their enemy, the US. 

In order to clear breeding grounds of foreign militants in FATA (Gunaratna and Nielsen 2008, 

p.783) and to stop cross-Durand Line infiltrations, Pakistani troops entered FATA in July 2002 

for the first time in its sixty-four year history. The government’s long negotiations with FATA 

tribes paved way for the SFs to enter into the tribal areas. The tribes: 

“Agreed to allow the military’s presence on the assurance that it would bring in funds and 

development work. However, once the military action started, a number of the Waziri [Wazir] 

tribesmen took it as an attempt to subjugate them” (Aslam, 2008, p.669).  

Researchers such as Cloughley (2008, p.3) claim FATA insurrection began in late 2003, however 

my news data collection (see Appendices 1 and 6) for this study shows that the first encounter 

between tribal militias and SFs was reported on 4 July 2002 in the Urdu-language press. Pakistani 

political leadership headed by General (R) Pervaiz Musharraf: 

“The [ex-]president and [other] authorities, including the army, are regarded by most of 

Pakistan’s citizens as acting at the behest of Washington, and, accordingly, military operations in 

FATA and elsewhere in NWFP have met considerable resistance” (Cloughley, 2008, p.3). 

Militant groups from the Mahsuds, Wazirs, Sulaimankhels, and Bhittani tribes in FATA started 

resistance against the SFs as they had been striving against every invader since the campaigns by 

Alexander the Great. Initially, the tribes considered the military campaigns against foreign 

fighters taking refuge in FATA as efforts to subjugate them. Moreover, some tribes live on both 

sides of Durand Line and they felt humiliated when their Afghan relatives or guests who were 

promised refuge by the tribes were attacked by the SFs. 

In the early period of the conflict, each militia used to resist in their specific tribal areas by 

adopting guerrilla tactics but later on some groups such as the Mehsud militia gradually spread 

their militancy to neighbouring FRs and the provincial capital Peshawar. In the early phase of 

their nationwide aggression, militant attacks were limited to SFs and security installations. But, 

the solitary resistance transformed into a well-organised guerrilla warfare campaign when 13 to 

40 tribal militant groups forged into an alliance in the name of TTP on 14 December 2007 

(Acharya, Bukhari and Sulaiman, 2009, p.96; Bajoria and Masters, 2012, p.3). Shah (2010, 
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p.286) notes that under Baitullah Mehsud’s leadership, the purpose of the formation of TTP was 

to strengthen the Afghan Taliban’s jihad against ISAF in Afghanistan and to wage defensive 

jihad against SFs in FATA. Baitullah Mehsud says their “war is not against Pakistan as it is not 

beneficial for us and Islam. TTP will fight the Pakistani forces when TTP fighters are attacked” 

(Shah, 2010, p.286). 

As a result of a CIA missile attack, Baitullah Mehsud was killed on 5 August 2009 in FATA. The 

killing of the chief and the killing and capture of many other important commanders weakened 

TTP. Moreover, some of TTP’s factions, such as Pakistani Taliban loyal to Haji Turkistan 

Bhittani, Maulvi Nazir and Hafiz Gul Bahadar, have signed peace agreements with the GOP and 

they are against TTP’s policy to wage jihad against SFs; instead they focus on fighting against 

the ISAF in Afghanistan (Wadhams and Cookman, 2009, pp.3-13). TTP’s clashes with the 

factions have caused severe damages to the operational capacity of the organisation (Yusufzai, 

2012a). Moreover, the emergence of tribal volunteer groups such as National Armies, Peace 

Committees and Peace Councils fighting against TTP damaged the organisation. A tribal 

volunteer group (in Urdu-language lashkar): 

“Consists of young men carrying whatever arms they can lay their hands on and guided by 

motives of self-help and revenge. A lashkar is usually led by tribal leaders or other community 

figures. In the past, the government has tried to empower such lashkars by providing arms, while 

no training on the laws of war or use of weapons is given” (Shah, 2010, p.298). 

Current TTP Chief Hakeemullah Mehsud is unable to control the gradually weakening 

operational capacity of the organisation. Now, TTP-related incidents seldom happen in settled 

areas of Pakistan as the organisation’s activities have receded back to FATA. 

1.3.2 TTP Activities 

Pakistani Taliban’s defensive jihad against SFs evolved into offensive with the passage of time. 

The militants attack SFs and their installations as well as government officials, teachers, 

community health workers, political workers and people working for Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs). Moreover, people who live in FATA and dare to disagree with TTP in 

any respect, including interpreting Al-Qur’an (the central sacred book in Islam written down in 

Arabic), are threatened to be killed. Moreover, Taliban factions within TTP have different 

priorities. TTP factions loyal to Hakeemullah Mehsud, Maulvi Fazlullah and many others are 
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more focused on fighting against SFs (Siddique, 2011, p.29) than the jihad against ISAF in 

Afghanistan. But, the factions commanded by Maulvi Nazir, Hafiz Gul Bahadar and Haji 

Turkistan Bhittani are focused only on fighting the ISAF (Siddique, 2011, p.29). Moreover, 

South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP), which monitors terrorism and low intensity warfare in 

South Asia, notes that Baitullah franchised TTP militancy to different banned organisations, e.g. 

Jaish-e-Muhammad, Harkat-ul-Jihad-e-Islami, and specifically Sunni Muslim sectarian groups 

such as Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) in Punjab (SATP, 2013) 

which are often referred to as Punjabi Taliban. The cooperation increased TTP’s numerical 

strength and their capacity to launch operations in many other parts of Pakistan with considerable 

ease and liberty. Besides cooperating with TTP, the sectarian groups attack Shia Muslims more 

eagerly while some groups attack Indian interests in Afghanistan (SATP, 2013). In spite of the 

wide range of their interests, the groups cooperate to fight against the SFs and ISAF (SATP, 

2013). 

Pakistani Taliban often trespass across the Durand Line to fight alongside Afghan Taliban against 

ISAF in Afghanistan. However, an Afghan Taliban spokesperson claims: 

“We don’t like to be involved with them [TTP], as we have rejected all affiliation with Pakistani 

Taliban fighters [. . .]. We have sympathy for them as Muslims, but beside that, there is nothing 

else between us” (Saylor.org, 2011, p.18).  

Moreover, TTP claims such as an attack on CIA Forward Operating Base Chapman in 

Afghanistan on 30 December 2009 (The Nation, 2010) and a foiled car bomb attack in Times 

Square in New York City (Mazzetti, Tavernise and Healy, 2010) suggest TTP is spreading its 

network reach globally. However, the organisation’s global presence is negligible. Further, some 

TTP factions such as Tehreek-e-Nafaz-e-Shariat-e-Mohammadi (TNSM) have shifted their bases 

to the Kunar Province of Afghanistan after being rooted out from Swat district (Kakar, 2009). 

They often infiltrate into Mohmand Agency and Swat in Pakistan for militancy and recede back 

through the porous border (Kakar, 2009). 

Pakistani Taliban use to target SFs as well as the civilians who either oppose their interpretation 

of Islam or according to them violate the spirit of Islam by shaving their beards, listening to, 

singing or selling music, drinking or women dressing inappropriately. After establishing control 

over Swat district in October 2007, TTP set up over 100 illegal FM radio channels in FATA 
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which were used to spread their sermons, decrees and punishments to frighten general public 

(Iqbal, 2011, p.3). Khattak describes the credentials of TTP recruits: 

“Many Taliban recruits were criminals who pursued their livelihood by joining the movement. 

Other joined to settle personal scores with opponents of the Swat Taliban. The Taliban welcomed 

the criminals to increase its power against the Pakistani security forces as well as against some 

local khans, who had their own armed groups in Swat. The arrangement was mutually 

reinforcing” (Khattak, 2010, p.297). 

Furthermore, in Swat where the Pakistani judicial system was working, TTP established a parallel 

judicial system in order to provide speedy justice (Iqbal, 2011, p.3). Moreover, the womenfolk 

were among the most Taliban-affected segments of society in FATA. Female education was 

banned in these areas and many of the girls’ educational institutions were destroyed. Female 

teachers were abducted and punished for running schools (Iqbal, 2011, p.3). Females were not 

allowed to come out of their homes unless wearing a burqa
4
 and accompanied by a male blood 

relative. 

Khyber agency is the most vital supply line for ISAF fighting in landlocked Afghanistan because 

over 70% ISAF supplies pass through the agency (McNeill, 2009). TTP groups operating 

alongside the supply route use it to attack supply containers, looting and burning state of the art 

military weapons, ammunition, night vision goggles, military telescopes and the military vehicles 

used by ISAF in Afghanistan. TTP attacks on the containers serve dual purposes. On one side, the 

looted supplies do not get to reach allied forces fighting in Afghanistan, which creates scarcity of 

supplies and on the other hand, the loot is used to re-enforce TTP and their aides. The loot is also 

sold on the local black market to raise money which makes the military grade weapons available 

for local petty criminals. Moreover, TTP operatives divide the tribal areas into administrative 

zones. Zonal commanders are responsible for collecting and forwarding the money to central 

command. Public transport and trucking are major businesses in the areas and both are taxed by 

TTP. Moreover, the narcotics traffickers are allowed safe passages through these areas and in 

return they give money to local TTP operatives. Petrol pumps are also required to pay tax to local 

Taliban but in the name of donations. Each family in Waziristan pays 100 Pakistani Rupees 

monthly for protection and justice provision (Acharya, Bukhari and Sulaiman, 2009, pp.97-100). 

                                                             
4 Enveloping outer garment worn by women to cover all of the body, including the face 
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In their early days, TTP won public sympathies by invoking the name of Islam, the most-beloved 

religion in the country and TTP’s association with the Afghan Taliban, which are perceived as 

fighting a jihad against foreign forces occupying Afghanistan. However, Pakistani Taliban are 

losing public sympathies for their kidnappings, beheadings, oppressions and the notion that they 

are killing their own people and creating mayhem, bloodshed and brutalities (Yusufzai, 2012a). 

1.3.3 Pakistani Media Landscape 

A media research organisation, the International Media Support (IMS) notes that a diverse 

multilingual print media exists in Pakistan publishing in 11 languages but dominated by Urdu-

language and Sindhi-language news media in terms of number of daily publications (IMS, 2009, 

p.20). Major news media houses such as Jang Group of Newspapers, Nawaiwaqt Group of 

Newspapers and Lakson Group of Companies publish English- and Urdu-language newspapers 

which are distributed throughout Pakistan. Regional language newspapers are confined to 

specific regions while the English-language dailies are limited to cities. Urdu being the national 

language of Pakistan is spoken, read and understood over almost all of the country, which is why 

Urdu-language news media are dominant in rural and urban Pakistan. The Urdu-language news 

media are: 

“Conservative, folkloristic, religious and sensational and are by far the most read and influential 

among the general public. The English media is urban and elitist, is more liberal and more 

professional. English print media has an impact among opinion makers, politicians, the business 

community and the upper strata of society in general” (IMS, 2009, p.20). 

There are over 140 newspapers published in Pakistan, but their circulation figures are uncertain 

(IMS, 2009, p.20). In spite of the uncertainty of available circulation figures, the Urdu-language 

dailies are the most distributed and read newspapers in Pakistan (IMS, 2009, p.20). Among the 

Urdu-language newspapers, Jang, the flagship newspaper of Jang Group of Newspapers, and 

NW, the flagship of Nawaiwaqt Group of Newspapers, are the most-read daily newspapers (IMS, 

2009, p.20). The newspapers were founded in 1939 and 1940 respectively to propagate All India 

Muslim League’s objective of an Independent Muslim state (Pakistan) in British India. Jang, 

which is the most read newspaper in Pakistan, favours a “moderate conservative perspective” 

(IMS, 2009, p.20) but NW, which claims one of the highest daily circulations in the country, 

“stands for democracy and for an Islamic welfare state” (IMS, 2009, p.20). Furthermore, a 
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majority of the journalists and other media related staffers working in Pakistani media are trained 

by the media houses. 

1.3.4 Reporters’ Working Conditions 

Risks in reporting war in Pakistan are higher than ever. An international press freedom 

organisation, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), publishes “for the second year running, Pakistan 

was the single deadliest country with a total of 10 journalists killed, most of them murdered” 

(RSF, 2011). It is alarming that such numbers continuously surpass previous figures. Further, 

International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) notes “the prevalence of conflict and financial 

hardship across Pakistan has a direct impact on the risks, and individuals are more prepared to 

take the dangerous jobs for which they might be paid” (IFJ, 2010, p.14). 

The tribal journalists cannot freely perform their professional duties. They have to face 

restrictions to reach conflict areas and to access information. Even if the journalists are able to 

collect news data, they have to ponder all possible consequences of their reports. A survey 

conducted by Intermedia, which works for media development in Pakistan, shows that more than 

60% of tribal journalists view threats from militants as well as from local authorities as the main 

reason why they are unable to satisfactorily report FATA problems (Intermedia, 2011, p.10). 

Moreover, resident editor of national daily The News, Rahimullah Yusufzai, asserts the 

government is not doing enough to bring reforms to give rights to the tribal people which is one 

of the reasons the FATA administration is not happy with independent reporting (Yusufzai, 

2012b). A representative body of the journalists working in all TAs and FRs, the Tribal Union of 

Journalists (TUJ) opines that the administration tries to stop journalists from reporting “real 

sufferings”, such as the impoverished circumstances of many people (TUJ, 2011). A global 

development organisation, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) shows concerns for the “local 

journalists risk[ing] their lives for investigating important stories in the disputed [tribal] 

territories” (FES, 2012). However, news reports which flatter the administration are encouraged 

(TUJ, 2011). It can be concluded that usually news “reporting from tribal areas was one-sided” 

(TUJ, 2011) and contained only official versions of the stories. 

Like the government, Pakistani Taliban are not happy with their news coverage but TTP did not 

decide to attack the whole journalist community. However, TTP have been claiming 
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responsibility for killing many journalists. A seasoned tribal journalist, Saleem Safi reports TTP’s 

resolution to “not to spare the people [journalists] working for Deewa Radio
5
 and Radio 

Mashaal
6
” (Safi, 2012). The journalist did not explain reasons for specifying the organisation but 

it is obvious that the radio services are owned by the US who is leading the GWOT in 

Afghanistan and the UAV drone campaign in FATA to target TTP. Moreover, TTP considers 

journalists working for these organisations as spies. Besides, TTP consider “media has become a 

party in our affairs [the FATA conflict]. [The media] do not present our position instead they use 

to propagate government and ISPR
7
 positions” (Safi, 2012). This journalist also revealed that 

TTP complains “we have named ourselves Tehreek-e-Taliban but you people [journalists] refer 

to us as ‘terrorists’ and other such names” (Safi, 2012). Moreover, “you write us ‘killed’ while 

the soldiers or police fighting against us are written as ‘martyrs’” (Safi, 2012). Surprisingly, Safi 

pointed to journalists’ bitter rivalries with each other which contribute to dangerous 

circumstances for journalists in Pakistan. He says news “reporters go there [to Pakistani Taliban] 

and backbite about other news reporters, about which of the journalists is working for which 

organisation [e.g. military] or the country [the US]” (Safi, 2012). Consequently, a 

“Perception about some individuals [journalists] and [media] organisations has developed among 

the Taliban about which [of the journalists and media organisations] is government agent and 

which is American agent” (Safi, 2012).  

Safi presents frightening circumstances in which tribal journalists working in FATA leads some 

of the journalists to migrate to settled areas. 

Access to the conflict areas is controlled by either TTP or the SFs is the main problem for 

journalists. If journalists go into the areas secretly, they are risking their lives to enter the 

warzone. Generally, being a journalist has become a risky job for both the journalists working in 

media offices in big cities like Peshawar and the correspondents based in all the remote tribal 

areas. Arshad Sharif, who is the Islamabad Bureau Chief of Dunya News Channel, asserts the 

media workers are not safe even in the national capital (Sharif, 2012). On one side, the 

government, the military and intelligence agencies would like journalists to report in the ways 

                                                             
5 Voice of America’s Pashto-language service 

6 Radio Free Europe’s Pashto-language service 

7 Pakistani military’s public relation office 
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they want the issue to be foregrounded but on the opposite side the journalists have to face 

suicide bomb threats by TTP (Yusufzai, 2012b). Pakistani journalists are working in abnormal 

circumstances, i.e. they have to face unpleasant scenarios if they don’t follow as instructed by 

one of the actors in the conflict, but if they follow, they have to face the other actor. Moreover, 

working conditions for journalists in FATA are very tough and their salaries are not good. 

Pakistani as well as the international 

“Media organisations don’t take care of you [the journalists]. [For example] the cameraman 

[working for any Pakistani news channel] is not given an insurance policy while the camera is 

considered more precious and is insured” (Yusufzai, 2012b).  

Moreover, President of Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ), Pervaiz Shaukat says 

journalists are not free to say a single word without the permission of their employers. The 

employers have vested interests and they decide which of the news reports are to be published 

(Shaukat, 2012). 

The conditions are not favourable for journalists in Pakistan and they are victims of circumstance. 

The editors and other managerial staffers live in big cities with comparatively better facilities and 

security but the reporters who live in remote tribal areas and war zones do not have any source of 

protection. Often tribal reporters are not paid their salaries on time (Yusufzai, 2012b). 

International news organisations such as Voice of America (VOA) and BBC make use of these 

reporters in generating their news reports by demanding the journalists penetrate into dangerous 

areas to bring eye-catching details of the events. Editors of the international organisations are safe 

in their offices in  the US and UK but their reporters have to pay for the satirical language and the 

angles the editors choose in their news reports to represent different actors especially Pakistani 

Taliban (Safi, 2012). Working conditions for journalists in FATA and adjacent areas are 

deplorable but can be improved by training them for how to report from war zones. Further, the 

journalists should be provided better security and their capacity to counter threats by militants, 

the SFs, the authorities, powerful groups and individuals should be improved in order to continue 

free flow of information (IMS, 2009, p.40). Moreover, wide-ranging proactive and responsive 

mechanisms for their security should be adopted. Awareness among journalists about how to take 

preventive measures is of central importance. The tribal journalists should be trained and 

equipped with journalistic tools for more balanced and conflict-neutral reporting. 



 

Page 14 of 157 

 

1.4 Scope of the Thesis 

My research focuses on news stories published in Jang and NW. It is neither concerned with the 

opinion columns nor the editorials published in these dailies. There are almost fifty local TV 

channels operating in Pakistan out of which fifteen are news channels (IMS, 2009, p.21), but my 

research is limited to the Urdu-language newspapers. It is also worth to mention that the research 

is not concerned with how the readers interpret the Urdu-language news published in the selected 

dailies. 

1.5 Thesis Outline 

This introduction is followed by a chapter on previous research and theoretical framework of the 

study. In the third chapter, the material and method of the study are discussed thoroughly. The 

fourth chapter chronologically presents an analysis and the results of my research. The last 

chapter accounts for the conclusion where the research questions are answered clearly and 

explicitly, and connections are established to the theories and previous research. 
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2 Theoretical Framework and Previous Research 

This chapter is divided into two main sections: the “Theoretical Framework” and “Previous 

Research”. The “Theoretical Framework” provides a theoretical foundation to the research being 

conducted in this thesis. The critical discussion on the theories includes my personal 

observations, interpretations and assessments of advantages and potential disadvantages of the 

theories. Theories on war journalism, terrorism and the media, “us versus them” and Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) constitute the theoretical foundation for this research. The theories are 

vastly studied and discussed which generated an immense amount of research work but the 

discussion is truly limited to what is relevant to my research work. The section on theories is 

followed by another section, “Previous Research”, which reviews articles dealing with global 

media and terrorism. The section is meant to present a research review for this thesis. 

Furthermore, the section provides brief insights into previous studies which more or less directly 

relate to the area of my research topic, the construction of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan in 

Pakistani Urdu-language press. This introduction leads to detailed discussion on the theories 

followed by research review and a summary of the chapter. 

2.1 Theoretical Framework 

As most of the news articles analysed in this study are reported from the FATA war zone, one of 

the theatres of the GWOT, the war reporting theories discussed in “War Reporting” are helpful to 

analyse the news reports through the perspective of war journalism. The section “Terrorism and 

Media” presents different definitions of terrorism to make it easier to build an opinion about the 

activities of the actors. Further, I employed theories on terrorism and the media to study the 

relationship between TTP, officially characterised as a terrorist organisation in Pakistan, the US, 

the UK and Canada (State Department, 2010; Home Office, 2012; PSC, 2012; The News, 2012; 

UN, 2012) and the Pakistani Urdu-language press. The discussion in the section helps to 

understand the textual features of terrorism pertaining to news discourses in the Urdu-language 

press. Moreover, I consider the theory of “us versus them” is relevant to analysing the 

presentation of different actors in the news articles. I also discuss new dimensions of the theory in 

relation to the FATA conflict which means if the theory is tested on the FATA conflict what new 

shape the theory could take. A section “Critical Discourse Analysis” explores Norman 
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Fairclough’s CDA theory which lays the theoretical foundation for the CDA methodology used in 

this study to analyse the news articles. The details on CDA methodology and the analytical tools 

are presented in chapter three. 

2.1.1 War Reporting 

Wars culminating in human deaths, infrastructure destruction and the critical situations of 

political, social and economic spheres make them news worthy. Thussu (2003, p.122) argues the 

dramatic nature of a war makes it more attractive for contemporary infotainment media. It is a 

fact that all clashes, conflicts and wars are not reported in the media. Most of the wars and 

conflicts reported around the world have direct or indirect linkages to the UK or the US. In other 

words, the Western nations’ wars dominate Western media particularly and world media 

generally. Proximity to a conflict defines its audience (Sonwalkar, 2004, p.207). A country’s 

involvement in a conflict, qualifies the news to be published in the national media. Besides, war 

reports published in western media occupy prominent places in developing countries media 

(Sonwalkar, 2004, p.207). NATO forces’ attack on Afghanistan defines worthiness of the news 

for Western public. While for Pakistanis, news reports concerning Pakistani military operations 

against TTP on Pakistani side of Durand Line are more worthwhile than the news reports 

originating from the Afghan side of the Durand Line. According to journalist and scholar Oliver 

Boyd-Barrett (2004, pp.25-26) war reporting is a special journalistic genre, shaped by its 

production routines. He further develops his argument that the habitual activities make reporters 

align with the ideologies of one of the warring sides, consciously or unconsciously. He argues the 

war reporting genre serves propaganda purposes. 

Contemporary wars are not only fought in battlefields. Alongside the combats in air, in waters 

and on land, they are also fought in media, not only to win public opinion but also to motivate 

masses and troops (Thussu and Freedman, 2003, p.7). Seib asserts that the “compassion needs to 

be nurtured not only by the news media but also by those whose job is to lead” (Seib, 2002, 

P.50). Some other researchers (Lynch and McGoldrick, 2005, p.99) argue the propaganda works 

because it operates on the established conventions of war journalism. In order to make a public 

opinion about a conflict, Seib (2004, p.43) opines that the media should report the war as 

factually as possible, even if the government dislikes it. In order to report reality about a war, 

Lynch and McGoldrick (2005, p.28) encourage journalists to challenge propaganda as well as to 
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revise the protocols of the genre of war reporting. News reporters have to face many problems in 

reporting conflicts. In order to gain the sympathies of the media and public, different warring 

groups use propaganda as one of their media management strategies. Often war reporters face 

restrictions in accessing battlefields. If journalists challenge embargoes and other restrictions in 

war theatres, they have to face censorship and other hardships to communicate the news data to 

their news outlets. War journalists often have to risk their lives while reporting wars. A few other 

factors of concern, such as nationalism and identification effect news production during war 

times. These factors shape war reporting and they are discussed below. 

2.1.1.1 Media Management in War Times 

Media managers deal with media management strategies and their acts are intended to influence 

the presentation of information in the news media. Nohrstedt maintains that the “modern wars 

cannot be fought without public support, and great efforts are made to get the public to accept, 

and preferably support their own side’s actions in the conflict” (Nohrstedt, 2009, p.97). 

Contemporary wars are not only fought in the battle fields but in the media too. Due to the 

media’s power to shape public opinion, Nohrstedt (2009, pp.95-96) argues they have become 

another battlefield. Warring factions fabricate media management strategies to win public and 

media support. Lewis, Brookes, Mosdell and Threadgold (2006, p.1) consider the United States 

invasion into Iraq one of the hallmarks of US media management strategies. They argue US 

military have developed strategies to manage media even before the strategies to launch the 

military offence. Usually, militaries use well planned “propaganda” and “Deceits and 

Psychological Operations [Psy Ops]” as their news management strategies but the US war in Iraq 

renewed the “embedding system” as another media management tool. 

2.1.1.1.1 Propaganda 

Propaganda is the form of communication that attempts to achieve a desired response of some 

person or a whole community (Taylor, 2003, p.6). Jowett and O’Donnell (2012, p.7) define 

propaganda as “the deliberate, systematic attempt to shape perceptions, manipulate cognitions, 

and direct behaviour to achieve a response that furthers the desired intent of propagandist”. 

Jowett and O’Donnell (2006, p.1) further opine: 
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“To consider propaganda as journalism is to understand how news management or ‘spin’ shapes 

information, emphasising positive features and downplaying negative ones, casting institutions in 

a favourable light”. 

In other words Taylor (2003, p.10) argues the propaganda doesn’t account for the whole picture, 

but rather depicts only the facts which are favourable to propagandist. In another study, Nohrstedt 

(2001, p.177) argues the “war news is a discourse embedded in propaganda”. He further argues 

(2009, p.2) that a propaganda narrative is always presented as a war between good and evil. War 

journalists have to face extensive propaganda from all warring sides and it becomes a challenge 

to report accurately. McLaughlin (2002, p.101) finds journalists’ practices of not challenging 

reporting restrictions and their failure to corroborate news information, as problematic. 

The current study tests Nohrstedt’s theory of war between good and evil, on the data being 

analysed in this research to judge the relative positions of TTP and SFs involved in the conflict. 

The study may also reveal which actions of the actors are justified in the news discourses which 

could point to the unbalanced news reporting. 

2.1.1.1.2 Psy Ops and Deceit 

Psychological Operations (Psy Ops) or Psychological warfare (PSYWAR) is unique wing of 

propaganda where psychologists are employed to help design messages (Louw, 2005, p.296). 

PSYWAR is defined by the US Department of Defence as: 

“The planned use of propaganda and other psychological actions having the primary purpose of 

influencing the opinions, emotions, attitudes, and behaviour of hostile foreign groups in such a 

way as to support the achievement of national objectives” (Psywarrior.com, 1987).  

Miller (2004, pp.93-95) regards inaccurate information and Psy Ops as the most disturbing 

features of media management. Along with other aggrieved, media has been target of such 

operations since the start of the US war in Afghanistan. To deceive the media, the US claimed in 

2003 that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction, a plea to attack the nation which proved to 

be wrong. Andersen (2006, p.239) regards the staging of the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s Statue 

as one of the many Psy Ops conducted by the US military during the 2003-2011 Iraq War. In 

relation to my subject, the analysis of the news discourses may help to assess the role of the 

Urdu-language press, whether the media abets Pakistani military in its FATA operations. Many 

videos are available online which depict Pakistani Taliban punishing women publicly, could be 
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considered as part of the Pakistani military’s own PSYWAR waged to defame TTP; however, 

other research is needed to study the video phenomenon. Like the US in 2003, Pakistan could 

also be considered as deceiving in terms of its initial claims to launch military operations in 

FATA to free the area from foreign fighters. It is a fact that many Al-Qaeda related personalities 

such as Osama Bin Laden (killed in Abbottabad), Khalid Sheikh Muhammad (arrested from 

Rawalpindi), Younis al-Mauritani (arrested from Quetta) and many others either were killed or 

arrested from the settled areas of Pakistan. So, the discussion in this section could also be helpful 

to analyse the possible deceits in the Urdu-language news discourses. 

2.1.1.1.3 Embedding System 

The phenomenon of civilian journalists attached with troops involved in combats is not new but 

the term “embedding system” was introduced during the Iraq war in 2003 (Tumber and Palmer, 

2004, p.7). Andersen (2006, p.156) reveals journalists have been reporting conflicts by being 

attached to troops during the World Wars and the Vietnam War. Lewis, Brookes, Mosdell and 

Threadgold (2006, pp.4-5) consider the idea that unsympathetic coverage of the Vietnam War 

turned US public opinion against the war as a myth. However, the idea led the US regime to bar 

journalists from covering their future conflicts. Lewis, Brookes, Mosdell and Threadgold (2006, 

pp.4-5) describe a pool system which allows a limited number of journalists to access battlefields, 

but the reporters have to share their scripts, photos and videos in a pool which is accessible to rest 

of the journalists and media outlets. During the Iraq War in 2003, the Pentagon reintroduced the 

embedding system, which was considered a major shift in the press-Pentagon relationship. As 

embeds, the journalists are accommodated in military compounds. They need to travel in military 

vehicles and respect embargoes and follow restrictions. They are not supposed to cover critical 

issues but they are absolutely free to depict the troops positively. 

The embedding system has its own advantages and disadvantages. Having exclusive access to the 

battlefield allows embeds to report from the battlefield which may not be possible without 

embedding (Allan and Zelizer, 2004, p.5). Moreover, embeds have at least one side of the war 

story in comparison to having nothing at all. But by being dependent on their host factions for 

basic life requirements, security and access to battlefields, embeds have to face censorship by 

their hosts. Lewis, Brookes, Mosdell and Threadgold (2006, p.99) observe that embeds view the 

war from their host’s point of view which is often termed as half-truth, while Andersen (2006, 
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p.230) argues embeds are supposed to respect the restrictions which they have agreed upon 

including military escorts. So, the half-truth can lead journalists to become a target of warring 

factions’ propaganda. In such circumstances, impartial reporting becomes a challenge for the 

journalists. Moreover, embeds who challenge the restrictions and embargoes by their hosts have 

to face severe consequences and sometimes have access to the battlefield restricted. 

In the FATA conflict, neither pool nor the embedding systems exist. Occasionally, if military 

needs media coverage e.g. in the case of the successful completion of Swat Operation in 2009, 

journalists travel with troops in military vehicles to access battlefield. Cottle (2006, p.83) 

observes that war news reports are usually based on the accounts of high officials only and the 

issue becomes more severe when reporters are anchored with forces. The reporters were confined 

within the areas where military have established government writ and they have only access up to 

the official versions of the conflict. However, to report a complete picture, journalists have to 

contact other sources which have different views. Views of a tribal elder visiting a military 

compound could be different from the version of a Pashtun speaking to media in his guest house. 

The views could be even more contrasting if interpreters are hired by journalists themselves 

instead of relying on military arrangements. 

2.1.1.2 Censorship 

The Global Internet Liberty Campaign (GILC) is an anti-censorship organisation which defines 

censorship as “the control of the information and ideas circulated within a society” (GILC, 2003). 

The information being withheld could be considered as sensitive, harmful, objectionable, 

inappropriate or inconvenient by controlling authorities. Taylor (2003, p.10) argues self-

censorship is used to support propaganda during wars. Williams (1992, p.123) and Louw (2005, 

p.218) reference war reporting veteran, Charles Lynch, who was attached to the British Army for 

Reuters in World War II, lamented: 

“It’s humiliating to look back at what we wrote during the war. It was crap [. . .] we were a 

propaganda arm of our governments. At the start the censors enforced that, but by the end we 

were our own censors. We were cheerleaders”. 

Cottle (2006, p.76) argues US military employed sophisticated ways to censor the 2003 Iraq war 

news as compared to traditional ways of censoring news reports and pictures during First Gulf 

War. One of the main types of censorship the military employed was “operational security”, 
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which means certain information is withheld from journalists because certain aspects of an 

operation are meant to be kept secret. Seib (2006, p.52) notes one of the rules for embeds in the 

2003 Iraq War was neither to report the details of troops nor the future operations. Katovsky and 

Carlson (2003, p.xvi) writes that many embedded journalists had to leave Iraq because they 

violated the restrictions.  

In relation to this study, many tribal reporters from FATA have lost their lives because they have 

not reported favourably about either militants or the military. Killing a journalist is message for 

others. The “journalists seem more concerned about the telephone [call] from the ‘Amir’ [militant 

chief] or [military] ‘Commandant’ than of their editors or director news” (Abbas, 2012). This is 

because the editor can fire them from their job, but in other cases they may be attacked. Tribal 

journalists have imposed self-censorship upon themselves. Selection of appropriate “words and 

phrases are most difficult for journalists reporting from the conflict zone. It’s very difficult for 

them to use words like ‘terrorists’ and ‘militants’; instead they try to use neutral words like 

extremists” (Abbas, 2012). 

2.1.1.3 Nationalism and Identification 

Reporters covering war often fall into the trap of war propaganda in which nationalism/patriotism 

is exalted. Louw (2005, pp.217-218) claims that before World War II, the US had learned the 

techniques of propaganda in order to manipulate the public perception which they used to create 

the impression that they won the war without committing a mistake. The writer further asserts: 

“The media went along with this, convinced it was in the national interest. Ultimately, the media 

in Britain, the Empire and USA during World War II simply fell into line with the propagandists 

– they became willing accomplices in the game of manipulating the masses in order to make 

mass industrialised warfare possible” (Louw, 2005, pp.217-218).  

Embeds’ identification with the military units they are travelling with could led into the well-

known sense of “us versus them” which could permeate into their news reports. Tumber and 

Palmer (2004, p.57) argue the news discourse could lead to incompetent and erroneous reporting, 

amplifying the military’s propaganda. As one of the disadvantages of the embedding system, it 

could lead to journalist’s identification with the military unit and the interests of their own 

country which ultimately could compromise the journalistic norms. Pakistani intelligence 
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agencies instruct FATA journalists to follow military guidelines in order to safeguard their 

national interests. The tribal journalists reporting the FATA conflict are advised that:  

“These are security issues and you should not be going deep into security issues. So, they come 

up with all these excuses. We tell them we are also Pakistanis, we are also patriotic and we think 

we are doing good job by highlighting problems, issues and aspirations of the people of tribal 

areas” (Yusufzai, 2012b).  

Moreover, tribal journalists’ affiliations with their tribes could also become a patriotic trap which 

could lead them to erroneous reporting. The journalists which belong to the warring tribes like 

the Mehsud tribes, fighting against SFs are much prone to fall in the tribal affiliation trap. 

2.1.2 Terrorism and Media 

2.1.2.1 Defining Terrorism 

Governments often apply the term terrorism to discredit individuals and groups inclined to 

violence in order to pursue their political, religious, social, racial and ethnic objectives. The term 

is also applied to states which use violent tactics to pursue their goals. However, the accused 

often retaliate with phrases like “real terrorists” for the accusers. The application of the term is 

enough to delegitimise and condemn the individuals, organisations and states associated with the 

violent actions. However, the international community is not agreed upon a single definition of 

the term which further aggravates the situation. In spite of nations’ disagreement, UN General 

Assembly passed Resolution Number 49/60 which could be seen as an effort to define terrorism. 

The resolution focuses on intentional acts of terror intended against unarmed civilians. The 

resolution states: 

“Criminal acts intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the general public, a group of 

persons or particular persons for political purposes are in any circumstance unjustifiable, 

whatever the considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or 

any other nature that may be invoked to justify them” (UN, 1994).  

Moreover, the UN Security Council unanimously adopted another resolution 1566 (2004) which 

regards criminal acts against civilian population intended to cause “death or serious bodily 

injury” as terrorism. The resolution 1566 states: 

“Criminal acts, including against civilians, committed with the intent to cause death or serious 

bodily injury, or taking of hostages, with the purpose to provoke a state of terror, or compel a 
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government or international organisation to do or to abstain from doing any act which 

contravened terrorism-related conventions and protocols, were not justifiable for any reason - 

whether of a political, philosophical ideological, racial, ethnic or religious nature” (UNSC, 2004).  

The second portion of the resolution designates the groups or organisation which offend 

governments to join or disjoin the “terrorism-related conventions and protocols” as terrorists. The 

Asian countries and their organisations also tried to define the term terrorism. The organisation of 

Arab countries known as the “League of Arab States” adopted a definition of the term. According 

to the League’s definition, threats of pursuing the criminal agenda are also regarded as terrorism. 

The league defines terrorism as:  

“Any act or threat of violence, whatever its motives or purposes, that occurs in the advancement 

of an individual or collective criminal agenda and seeking to sow panic among people, causing 

fear by harming them, or placing their lives, liberty or security in danger, or seeking to cause 

damage to the environment or to public or private installations or property or to occupying or 

seizing them, or seeking to jeopardise a national resources” as terrorism (UNHCR, 1998, p.2). 

In the contemporary world the term terrorism is usually associated with Islam and Muslims. 

Venkatraman (2007, p.231) considers the extreme explanation by Muslims of the meanings their 

holy book Al-Qur’an as leading to “Islamic terrorism”. She defines Islamic terrorism as “a 

movement in which the violence caused by terrorism is derived from and used to preserve 

extreme interpretations of the Quran [Al-Qur’an] in an Islamic community” (Venkatraman, 2007, 

p.231). She considers the interpretation as the main cause of the terrorism committed by a few 

Muslim individuals and groups. However, much simpler definitions are proposed by Burke. He 

defines terrorism as “a form of political violence directed against civilians with a coercive intent 

that rests on the production of a state of fear or terror” (Burke, 2008, p.39). It seems most of these 

definitions can be related to my study. However, the definition by UN General Assembly in its 

resolution 1566 seems comprehensive in that it also deals with militant groups offending states to 

disjoin international conventions and protocols. It is thus more relevant to the analysis being 

conducted in this study. 

2.1.2.2 Media and Terrorism 

With the formal declaration of the GWOT on 20 September 2001 by Bush Administration, “the 

phrase ‘war on terror’ was snapped up by the US media” (Freedman and Thussu, 2012, p.2). 

They further claim the US media gave the phrase worldwide reach along with legitimacy. 
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Moreover, they argue first that the media discourses narrated the GWOT as an “ever-breaking 

global story, thus projecting the ‘war on terror’ as the most serious threat in our collective 

imagination”. The phrase “the ‘war on terror’ as the most serious threat” could be understood as a 

threat to world peace and more specifically to the peace in the Muslim world
8
. Halliday’s (2011, 

p.xi) analysis of the media coverage of terrorism shows that it gave us new vocabulary like 

“waterboarding”, “Shock and Awe” and many other related words and phrases. 

During the Cold War era, capitalist western news media used to frighten away people from 

Communism as Herman and Chomsky claim in their Propaganda Model, the media practice 

which used “anti-communism” and was then replaced by “fear” as one of news “filters” (Herman 

and Chomsky, 1988, p.291; 2002, p.xvii). Today, after the disintegration of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics (USSR) the torch bearer of Communism which culminated into crippling of 

the movement, it seems the USSR is replaced by Islam and Communism is replaced by Islamic 

fundamentalism wrongly considered terrorism. The news media presents Islamist separatist and 

militant groups like TTP in Pakistan, Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakistan, Lashker-e-Toiba in 

Kashmir, Lebanese Hezbollah, different Chechen groups, Al-Shabab in Somalia, Jemaah 

Islamiyah in Indonesia and Indian Mujahedeen as terrorist organisations and their mutual 

cooperation is presented as international networks of terrorism (Freedman and Thussu, 2012, 

pp.2-3). These militant organisations are always presented as possessing shadowy characteristics, 

attached to rouge states. Meanwhile, non-Muslim militant organisations like the Irish Republic 

Army (IRA) is not presented as Christian terrorist organisation and Maoists in India and the 

Tamil Tigers in India and Sri Lanka are not reported as Hindu terrorist organisations and 

furthermore the cooperation of IRA with Palestinian organisations is not phrased as an 

international network of terrorism (Freedman and Thussu, 2012, pp.2-3; Thussu, 2012, p.6). 

Freedman and Thussu argue: 

“The vast majority of the world’s one-billion Muslims have nothing to do with terrorism. Indeed, 

they are victims of this scourge and the ‘war on terror’ has brought misery and mayhem to large 

parts of the Islamic world” (2012, p.3).  

                                                             
8 Countries in which Muslims are a majority of the population, e.g. Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, Indonesia 

etc. 
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Iraq Body Count (IBC) states the civilian deaths in Iraq war since 2003 comprised 121,000 

deaths while health related organisation the Lancet claims the civilian deaths rose over 942,000 in 

July 2006 (Burnham, Lafta, Doocy and Roberts, 2006; IBC, 2013). Freedman and Thussu argue:  

“[In the] post 9/11 world a particular version of terrorism has come to dominate policy and media 

discourse internationally. The Kremlinologists have been replaced by the proliferation of ‘jihadi 

studies’, one leading exponent of which has baldly suggested that the ‘war on terror’ is going to 

be a generational event: The Longest War” (Freedman and Thussu, 2012, p.4).  

It is argued the US has established itself as militarily, technically and commercially superior to 

rest of the world and established a global management system and that the majority of 

mainstream media “enthusiastically take part in this global management process” (Freedman and 

Thussu, 2012, p.4). It can be argued the media conglomerates have entered into a symbiotic 

relationship with war industry i.e. media legitimises war discourses, which allows the war 

industry to flourish and in return the industry generates news-worthy events which causes people 

to flock to news media outlets, generating revenues. Simon Cottle argues the media being an 

industry and institution “is embedded within commercial logics and structures of dominance that 

often implicate it in times of conflict” (Cottle, 2012, p.22). Thussu concludes “if journalism is 

hijacked by US/British corporate-government synergy, one can be assured that the myths about 

the ‘war on terrorism’ will continue to dominate media discourse” (Thussu, 2012, p.16). 

Although the above mentioned “symbiotic relationship” between the war industry and media 

conglomerates is discussed with reference to the US, among other factors involved in the 

development of the media industry in Pakistan, the relation can also be studied with reference to 

Pakistani war and media industries. The relationship may not exist in the form of sealed 

agreements, but the emerging financial gains should be noted. The Pakistani media coverage of 

the Taliban insurgency (especially since 2007 when TTP seized control over Swat) stir up the 

world community that TTP threat is genuine and if the world community does not help Pakistan, 

its nuclear arsenal may fall into the hands of TTP and become accessible to Al-Qaeda. The 

realisation yielded a flood of economic and military assistance to the nation. The government 

have received huge sums of loans from international organisations which were not available 

before the country joined the US in the GWOT. The loan figures for the Pakistan Peoples’ Party 

led government
9
 have surpassed the limits of any previous governments ever received and have 

                                                             
9 Pakistan Peoples’ Party led coalition government between 16 March 2008 and 15 March 2013.  
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doubled the nation’s debt. Moreover, the international community has established a Coalition 

Support Fund (CSF) from where the country receives most of its monetary assistance. A report 

published by US Congressional Research Service (CRS) notes that in the post 9/11 era, the US 

Congress has approved $ 20 billion for Pakistan as foreign assistance (CRS, 2011, p.9). On the 

other hand, Pakistan witnessed visible growth in its news and information industry
10

 after the 

nation joined the GWOT. The modest figure of one state owned Pakistan Television (PTV) news 

channel before 2001 shot up to more than 100 privately-owned news and current affairs 

television channels in the last ten years (Asharq Al-Awsat, 2010, p.2). The exponential growth of 

privately owned TV news channels and the evolution of standalone newspapers into media 

conglomerates since the country joined the GWOT, might be related to immense growth of 

business opportunities in the news industry. So, the GWOT in Pakistan benefitted different 

regimes
11

 which gained right to govern the state along with financial benefits and the news 

industry flourished into media conglomerates. 

2.1.3 “Us Versus Them” 

In the media discourses, the very phrase “us versus them” is used to distinguish between good 

and evil. The ones considered “us” are presented as innocent and stricken by misfortune while the 

ones presented as “them” are portrayed as aggressors. Nohrstedt (2009, p.100) argues “it would 

appear impossible to deny that media often apply an Us-versus-Them principle in the distribution 

of compassion”. The news media often use the theme to express its compassion. Regarding the 

coverage of 9/11 terrorist attacks, Nordström (2002, p.18) noted sympathetic discourses for the 

US victims in Swedish newspapers. He notes Expressen titled its main editorial “Today we are all 

American” and the Aftonbladet quotes US president George Bush’s “God Bless America” (2002, 

p.23) with a full page headline. The leading Swedish media extended its compassion to the US 

victims of the terrorist attacks. The media align themselves with 9/11 victims and include them 

within the collective “us”. Nohrstedt (2009, p.100) analyses: 

                                                             
10 Specifically in electronic news media. 

11 A martial law regime ruled by Dictator Pervaiz Musharraf between October 1999 and October 2002. An elected 

coalition government was headed by Musharraf as President of Pakistan between November 2002 and November 

2007. Another coalition government headed by Asif Ali Zardari (the spouse of slain Benazir Bhutto) as President of 

Pakistan from March 2008 to March 2013. 
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“There is consequently little doubt that the media discourse on the whole [. . .] included the 

American victims within a collective We, the question remains of the portrayal of Them, here 

specifically Muslims, as a collective”.  

Moreover, Nohrstedt (2009, p.100) references other researchers (Nord and Strömbäck, 2002, 

p.119) who argue the Swedish media coverage of 9/11 attacks was sympathetic to US victims of 

the attack and the victims were regarded as collective “us”. Meanwhile the media coverage of US 

attacks on Afghanistan was unsympathetic to Afghan victims, in other words these victims were 

not included in the collective “us”. So, it can be argued the media chose worthwhile victims 

through its own prism to include them in their collective “us”. 

As a collective “us”, Westerners are presented as “modern, humane and rational and members of 

a high-technological society” while as collective “them”, Muslims are depicted as “desperate, 

aggressive, and irrational” in the US visual media coverage of 9/11 (Nohrstedt, 2009, p.101). The 

“us” or “we” are always presented as peaceful, righteous and justified while the “them” depicted 

in any media discourse are presented as unfriendly and unfair. Thussu argues: 

“Television can be effective at framing conflicts within a context of binary opposition – an us-

versus-them dichotomy, in which Islamist opposition is projected as irrational and fanatical, 

pitted against a firm, rational, and reasonable U.S. leadership” (Thussu, 2012, p.10).  

Moreover, Ates, et al. (2005, pp.125-131) observe the German and Turkish media include the 

Iraqis in their collective “us” against the US attack on Iraq in 2003. They noted a Turkish 

newspaper, the FAZ publishes a headline “‘We’re all Gilgamesh
12

” (2005, p.117). Moreover, 

Arab news media also used the theme of “us versus them” in their reportage of Anglo-American 

attacks on Iraq, another war theatre of the GWOT. El-Gody (2005, p.179) quotes the Arab News 

channels headlines “‘Baghdad set ablaze’ (Al Arabeya) , ‘US unleashes massive air war on Iraq’ 

(Abu Dhabi)” and “‘US bombs Baghdad with 30,000 tons of missiles’ (Al Jazeera)”. The 

headlines present Iraqis as victims of US attacks which includes them in the collective Arab “us”. 

Moreover, El-Gody’s observations strengthen the idea that the Arab satellite media align 

themselves with the Iraqi victims of US aggression and include them in their collective “us”. The 

question of who is portrayed as “them” answers the US. The media’s condemnation of US 

unitary action against Iraq without UN mandate and the media comparison of US President Bush 

                                                             
12 Gilgamesh is a historical reference to Iraq. 
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with Hitler who also marginalised League of Nations as noted by the researcher (El-Gody, 2005, 

p.177) lead to assume the US is being portrayed as “them”. 

In today’s mediatised global society, success or loss of a battle also depends upon how media 

depict a warring faction. As Ates, et al. (2005, p.123) argues “neither in times of peace nor – 

especially – in times of war is reality the critical factor but, rather, reality as defined by the 

media”. In different theatres of the GWOT, the media have been relating to different warring 

factions by constructing them as “us” and “them”. The media coverage of 9/11 events portrayed 

Americans as victims, the “us” and the Muslims as aggressors, the “them”. However, in the US 

invasion of Iraq, some European and Arab media aligned themselves with the Iraqis by 

presenting them as innocent victims, the collective “us”, and the US as an aggressor, the “them”.  

2.1.3.1 “Us Versus Them” in the FATA Conflict 

Usually, the “us versus them” theory is discussed with reference to Westerners versus Muslims. 

Sometimes, the theory is also explained presenting a specific country e.g. the US versus Muslims, 

most commonly Arab Muslims. In most of the scenarios both “us” and “them” exist within 

different countries and continents. It could be interesting to study the theory with regard to the 

FATA conflict, i.e. within the boundaries of a single country, Pakistan. Further, the theory is 

usually applied to non-Muslims versus Muslims while in this study the theory is applied to 

Muslims versus Muslims
13

. Moreover, the study discusses the Islamic beliefs of GOP versus the 

Islamic beliefs of Pakistani Taliban (see Chapter 5), to know which beliefs are promoted and 

which of the beliefs are disowned by the studied Urdu-language newspapers. 

Usually, the media do not stand apart as narrators but respond to established narratives of 

struggle between good and evil and take a stand in any conflict. The media workers’ stances are 

reflected in their media discourses. This discussion on “us versus them” is an effort to ascertain 

which of the FATA conflict actors the Urdu-language media align themselves with by 

constructing them as collective “us” and which are presented as collective “them”. Moreover, I 

could not find any study testing the idea “us versus them” on the Urdu-language discourses in 

Pakistan, so this study might be the first effort to do so. This study analyses whether the theory 

                                                             
13 According to the national census conducted in 1998, Pakistan is populated by 96% Muslims (current estimated 

population clock on 6th September 2012 shows over 180 millions) (PCO, 2012). 
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seems to neglect some aspect of the FATA conflict. Finally, the study also analyses whether the 

“us versus them” fails to explain relations between people dwelling within the same geo-political 

region. 

2.1.4 Critical Discourse Analysis 

As already mentioned in the introductory chapter, this study analyses news reports published in 

Urdu-language newspapers published in Pakistan. Teo opines that: 

“A critical approach to discourse analysis typically concentrates on data like news reporting, 

political interviews, counselling and job interviews that describe ‘unequal encounters’ or embody 

manipulative strategies that seem neutral or natural to most people” (Teo, 2000, p.12). 

Moreover, Van Dijk and Hakam argue the CDA is well suited to analyse media discourses as the 

theory has unambiguously socio-political orientation, because the objective of CDA is to discover 

and analyse the role of text in producing and challenging hegemony (Van Dijk, 1993, p.249; 

Hakam, 2009, p.36). Additionally, other media researchers like Fairclough (2003, p.9) and 

Deacon, Pickering, Golding and Murdock (2007, p.150) argue that ideologies strive to prolong or 

alter relationships of power in a society. 

Norman Fairclough defines “a discourse is the language used in representing a given social 

practice from a particular point of view. Discourses appertain broadly to knowledge and 

knowledge construction” (Fairclough, 1995b, p.56). The researcher further explains the 

objectives behind applying critical approach in discourse analysis are to highlight the correlation 

between properties of texts and social processes (Fairclough, 1995b, p.56). Furthermore, the 

objective is to draw attention to mutual relations of the texts and the processes which are visible 

to text producers and interpreters (Fairclough, 1995a, p.97). Moreover, Fairclough argues being 

critical enables us to “elucidate such naturalisations and makes clear social determinations and 

effects of discourse which are characteristically opaque to participants” (1985, p.739). Further, 

Teo argues CDA has moved from superficial attentiveness “to a recognition of the crucial role 

played by deeper, larger social forces which exist in a dialectical relationship with the discourse: 

discourse both shapes and is shaped by society” (2000, p.12). So Fairclough’s CDA approach can 

analyse the (if opaque) knowledge construction in Urdu-language news discourses to make them 

less opaque and more comprehensible. 
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According to Fairclough (1995b, p.56), media discourses carry certain ideologies widely held as 

apprehensions and descriptions of specific occurrences believed by different social actors. Teo 

defines ideology as common belief or even ‘common sense’ (Teo, 2000, p.12). A study 

(Fairclough, 1989, p.2) argues the existing social relations and power differences are legitimised 

by repeating familiar ideological assumptions, because social relations and power differences are 

taken for granted. The researcher’s arguments point to the objective of this study to analyse 

possible power relations and justifications in the sample news reports. 

 Moreover, Fairclough (1995b, p.107) argues media disseminate ideologies via their discourses 

and they employ the ideological assumptions to position their audience. Deacon, Pickering, 

Golding and Murdock (2007, p.158) observe the existence of substitute ideologies to challenge 

the dominant ideologies. Another media researcher Taylor (2003, p.5) posits, in a conflict, pro 

and anti status quo factions make use of propaganda to justify their stances. He further opines that 

propaganda becomes a tool to justify or nullify certain ideology. In other words Urdu-language 

media might have ideological discourses serving as means of propaganda dissemination which 

need to be studied and this thesis is an effort in this direction. Further, Wodak (2001, pp.10-11) 

argues that language is not in itself powerful but powerful people’s usage or manipulation of a 

language bestow powers. By systematically examining the news texts in detail, CDA not only 

wipes out certain types of misconceptions but also produces awareness and emancipation, she 

argues. Moreover, Wodak (2002b, p.15) presents her opinion that all discourses lead to their 

histories. If we want to understand a discourse we must understand the discourse’s historical 

contexts. She reasons CDA focuses to include contexts of different texts being analysed, which 

are shaped by its relationship to culture, society and ideology in which the text was developed. 

So, the theoretical framework of CDA suits analysing the different level of knowledge 

construction in the Urdu-language news articles. 

2.2 Previous Research 

This section reviews articles which discuss the role of the world’s news media in the coverage of 

terrorism. The section subdivides the review based on the topic of the studies, type of media and 

countries which are in focus, the theories and methods, and the conclusions of the studies being 

reviewed. A few studies like Schaefer (2006), Hoffman et al. (2010) and Thammasathien (2010) 

investigate press news while a few others like Hoskins and O’Loughlin (2009) and Ryan and 
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Switzer (2009) focus on press as well as TV news. Some of the studies investigate terrorism news 

coverage while a few others focus on objectivity in news reporting. Still some articles investigate 

propaganda and exaggeration in news coverage. 

2.2.1 Research Questions 

All of the research questions by Schaefer (2006), Altheide (2009), Hoskins and O’Loughlin 

(2009), Ryan and Switzer (2009), Hoffman et al. (2010) and Thammasathien (2010) focus on 

media coverage of terrorists/terrorism directly and the one by Güss (2011) indirectly. The 

research questions in the articles by Altheide (2009) and Ryan and Switzer (2009) focus on 

objective journalism, propaganda dissemination and the lapses in judgment in covering news 

about Iraq. The research questions presented in the studies by Hoskins and O’Loughlin (2009), 

Hoffman et al. (2010) and Thammasathien (2010) deal with unrealistic, problematic and 

exaggerated press and television news coverage. Güss (2011) investigates the mental 

representations of different terms used interchangeably by popular media. Schaefer (2006) 

compares the news coverage by Kenyan media with Western media with reference to the Nairobi 

and Mombasa terrorist attacks of 1988 and 2002. 

2.2.2 Topics, Countries and Type of Media 

The articles being reviewed in this section criticise the media of different countries. If an article 

investigates African newspapers, the others address American and Asian press. Another article 

criticises European media. Some articles cover the war on terror and some discuss objectivity and 

propaganda. The studies by Altheide (2009) and Ryan and Switzer (2009) criticise the roles of 

US television and press media which according to them have failed to comply with the 

journalistic norms of objectivity during the coverage of Iraq war. Both articles criticise, on one 

hand the role of journalists for taking the Bush Administration’s views for granted, and on the 

other hand US security agencies which presented wrong data about weapons of mass destruction 

in Iraq. Ryan and Switzer further argue that the media have not learnt a lesson from the coverage 

of the Iraq war and doubt that they will behave differently in the future. In their article, Hoskins 

and O’Loughlin (2009) investigate the British news media to offer an account of “terrorism and 

security studies of radicalisation as a discursive phenomenon delivered and constructed by news 

media” (Hoskins and O’Loughlin 2009, p.81). To demonstrate the British TV news media’s 
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construction, the researchers analyse two instances, the conviction of Mohammad Hamid on 26 

February 2008 and BBC Newsnight’s story about Maajid Nawaz in September 2007. The 

researchers argue that policy makers, journalists and security services used un-reflexive and 

incoherent terms, phrases and discourses to establish a rhetorical structure of radicalisation. The 

article by Schaefer (2006) compares the newspaper coverage of a terrorist attack in the Kenyan 

capital, Nairobi, in 1998 with the terrorist attack in the second largest city of Kenya, Mombasa, in 

2002. The researcher also examines the coverage of terrorists in terror incidents and the pressures 

on Kenyan government due to the coverage. A study conducted by Thammasathien (2010) 

questions the reliability of the media coverage of the terrorist activities in Southern Thailand. 

Hoffman et al. (2010) analyse 1600 news articles from The Washington Post and USA Today to 

investigate the economic effects of terrorism reporting. They argue that “the business of news is 

responsible for worsening the coverage of terrorism” (Hoffman et al. 2010, p.559). 

2.2.3 Theories and Methods 

The study by Hoskins and O’Loughlin (2009) employs “narrative theory” to terrorism and 

security studies to examine radicalisation as a discursive phenomenon delivered and constructed 

by news media. The article by Güss (2011) uses the “theory of linguistic relativity”, “Sapir–

Whorf hypothesis” and text comprehension theories. Although not explicitly mentioned, one can 

find in Altheide (2009) and Ryan and Switzer (2009) discussions relating to Chomsky’s 

“propaganda model”. There is also a discussion in Hoskins and O’Loughlin (2009) and 

Thammasathien (2010) which can be related to “media ethics”. Furthermore, the studies by 

Altheide (2009), Hoskins and O’Loughlin (2009) and Thammasathien (2010) suggest a 

qualitative research method because they work on very small samples. The article by Hoskins and 

O’Loughlin (2009) investigates three dimensions of two news events. Articles by Altheide (2009) 

and Thammasathien (2010) also present in-depth analysis which is not possible by using any 

quantitative research method. The studies conducted by Ryan and Switzer (2009) and Güss 

(2011) lead to assume that they employed Content Analysis. It is noted that none of the above 

mentioned studies have employed CDA techniques which my research will be employing to 

analyse news articles. 

2.2.4 Results of the Studies 
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Schaefer (2006) concludes that the media’s “watchdog” function is to hold officials accountable 

and criticise them. The article by Ryan and Switzer (2009) establishes that the media have not 

accepted that they have failed to employ the time honoured principle of objectivity in covering 

the run-up for war by George W. Bush administration and they endorsed the administration’s 

exploitation of propaganda techniques to rally public support for war. The article by Altheide 

(2009) establishes that Iraq War was presented as meaning Terrorism Programming. Hoskins and 

O’Loughlin (2009) posits that an un-reflexive and possibly confused clustering of phrases, terms 

and discourses by journalists, policy-makers and security services contributes to form a rhetorical 

structure of radicalisation in British news media. The article by Thammasathien (2010) concludes 

that the Thai press’ coverage of Thailand’s southern insurgency is problematic and unreliable 

because it emphasises the drama of the conflict. The article further argues that the news gathering 

mechanism of Thai press is inadequate and is biased towards the government. Hoffman et al. 

(2010) concludes that worries over the effects of economic pressures on terrorism reporting are 

exaggerated. Güss (2011) argues that the positive and negative valence of associations to the five 

target phrases and words (“suicide bomber”, “suicide terrorist”, “Islamic martyr”, “martyr” and 

“volunteer”) would differ and the perception of a suicide terrorist would be influenced by the 

phrases and words used and by the context of the act. He further argues that the reasons given for 

why a person becomes a suicide bomber would reflect more often those discussed in scientific 

research and less often those commonly presented in the media and the reasons given would 

differ between the target phrases and words and the context. 

2.3 Summary 

The calamities and havoc associated with wars makes them news worthy in the world media. The 

war reports involving developed nations are prominently placed in Pakistani news media along 

with conflict reports emerging from neighbouring states. The FATA conflict reports often make 

headlines in the national media of Pakistan. As the war reports serve the purpose to shape public 

opinion besides the information, the war reporters are prime targets of media management 

strategies in order to influence their opinion and consequently the public perception about the 

motives and justification of the war and objectives of the actors. In order to manage news media 

coverage, different warring factions devise different strategies including propaganda, Psy Ops, 

deceit, embedding system and censorship. A propagandist downplays propaganda by 
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disseminating some of the realities of battlefield events intending to mould public opinion 

(Taylor, 2003, p.10). Usually, propagandists justify their war, as a struggle between good and evil 

(Nohrstedt, 2002, p.2). Comparatively, Psy Ops are the most disturbing feature of any media 

management strategy under which messages or information sent to media are formulated in such 

a way to influence the attitudes and opinions of people to achieve certain objectives. Moreover, 

deceit is another feature of the management system under which wrong information is imparted 

to the journalists. Pakistani authorities seem to be deceiving nationally as well as internationally 

by launching search operations only in FATA against Al-Qaeda because most of the wanted Al-

Qaeda members were arrested from Pakistan’s settled areas. Further, the media managers use 

another system to manage the news media in war times is the embedding system. The embedding 

system devised in the 2003 Iraq war by the US and the UK, which limits journalists freely 

accessing the battlefield, is regarded as an effort to disseminate the desired view of the battlefield. 

There are limited advantages of the embedding system such as embeds reporting at least some of 

the news reports from the battlefield in comparison to no news reports at all, but embeds’ access 

is limited and they report the wars from their hosts’ perspectives, which could fall close to 

propaganda. However, the system does not exist in the case of the FATA conflict. Moreover, 

censorship is another process of filtering information during which some of the information is 

withheld for security concerns. The censored piece of information is not accessible to journalists 

because the information is labelled not only as sensitive, objectionable but sometimes as harmful 

if shared with media. Furthermore, the media management system which prevails in the case of 

the FATA conflict to limit the independent news coverage is a security concern for journalists. 

The international organisations working for the welfare of the journalists such as RSF, IPDC and 

IFJ are concerned about the killing of journalists in Pakistan and ranked the nation as the most 

deadly country for journalists, which is discussed in “Reporters’ Working Conditions” section 

1.3.4. The SFs applied neither the pool system nor the embedding system for media to report the 

FATA conflict which suggests the forces do not want the media to report about the FATA 

conflict or at least the security threats the journalist discussed in “Reporters’ Working 

Conditions” section 1.3.4 suggest none of the actors want the media to report independently. 

However, ISPR issues press releases to media outlets which highlight official versions of the 

conflict. The journalists living in FATA independently cover the conflict risking their lives. They 

are not trained to cover wars and conflicts which expose them to the wrath of the SFs and TTP. 
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It seems the FATA conflict has developed a symbiotic relationship between the regimes and the 

local media industry. The Pakistani news media coverage of the conflict make the world aware 

that TTP is genuine threat to the existence of Pakistan which led the regimes to borrow huge 

sums of monetary assistance from international bodies in order to sustain the war affected 

economy. Pakistan’s economic conditions have gotten worse but the nation’s news media 

industry witnessed significant development since the country joined the GWOT. Further, the 

media researchers such as Nohrstedt, Nordström, Thussu and many more have applied the theory 

“us versus them” in terms the media coverage of Westerners versus Muslims scenarios, but it 

could be interesting to apply the concept in Muslim versus Muslim scenario in the media 

coverage of the FATA conflict to analyse whether any of the actors is depicted as “us” and who 

is categorised as “them”. In order to analyse the news reports, this study makes use of 

Fairclough’s CDA approach which views the relations between properties of texts and social 

processes. The approach can be used to focus on the news discourses which might be promoting 

certain ideologies as beliefs of the social actors involved in the FATA conflict. Fairclough (2003, 

p.9) argues the ideologies are meant to promote or alter power relationships in a society. So, the 

approach is helpful to analyse whether and how the news reports forward or change the 

relationships in Pakistani society. The approach focuses on the contexts of any media discourse 

which are necessary to be studied because they help to understand texts’ relationships to the 

culture, society and ideologies in which the discourse was produced. 

The reviewed articles can be related to my study in that they have also analysed news media. 

Further, the articles also focus on news related to armed conflicts or terrorism. Some of the 

studies focus on TV news, while others such as Schaefer (2006), Hoffman et al. (2010) and 

Thammasathien (2010) are more relevant to my study because they have analysed terrorism 

related news coverage by print media. These articles are however different from my research as 

none of them explore TTP. These studies are also different in that none of them employs CDA as 

their analytical methodology. My study also differs from these studies in theoretical terms, as it 

uses “Terrorism and Media”, “War Journalism”, “us versus them” and CDA theories while none 

of the above mentioned studies used these theories. All these studies discuss the role of news 

media in the construction of terrorists, which is also one of the purposes of my research. But, 

there is a significant gap: no study of the coverage of terrorism involving Pakistani news media is 

conducted yet. Furthermore, I could not find any article employing Fairclough’s CDA approach 
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to analyse the news coverage by Pakistani Urdu press. So, this study is an attempt to begin filling 

the gap. 
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3 Material and Method 

This chapter is divided into four sections. The first section presents the research material as well 

as accounts for the sampling strategy used to select it. The second section, “Method: Critical 

Discourse Analysis”, accounts for the method used to deconstruct the “knowledge construction” 

(Fairclough, 1995b, p.56) and the reasons for the choice of the method. Further, this part explains 

different steps of the analytical process. The third section, “Challenges and Limitations”, is 

devoted to discussing the challenges I faced regarding this study and how I dealt with them. The 

section also discusses weaknesses of the study. In the fourth section, I discuss issues of 

generalisability, validity and reliability of the study. 

3.1 Research Material 

3.1.1 The Sample 

This study analyses news articles published in the Pakistani Urdu-language newspapers Jang and 

NW between July 2002 and June 2012. The sample consists of thirty news stories which are 

enlisted in Appendices 1 to 30, fifteen from each newspaper. The majority of the articles deal 

with violent activities by TTP or SFs or both in FATA while a few of the news stories deal with 

the activities that took place in settled areas. Typically, the news articles reported from settled 

areas concern TTP’s attacks which culminated into sufferings of civilian population, political 

figures and the SFs. 

I chose Jang and NW because they have nationwide circulation and are published in the Urdu-

language, the national language of Pakistan, used by over 75% population of the country 

(Mohiuddin, 2006, pp.3-324; Bhatt and Mahboob, 2008, pp.132-140). According to a report 

published by IMS, Jang and NW, which compete for the largest share of readership
14

, are the 

common folk’s main sources of information (IMS, 2009, p.20). Moreover, I chose the 

newspapers because they differ in their ideologies in that Jang forwards moderately conservative 

views while NW is considered as promoting Islamic views discussed in section 1.3.3. 

3.1.2 Sampling Strategy 

                                                             
14 Unfortunately, I was not able to find circulation figures for these newspapers. 
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CDA does not outline any way of data collection (Wodak and Meyer, 2009, pp.27-28); that could 

be one of the reasons why some CDA researchers do not mention data collection strategies, while 

the rest of the scholars use data collection strategies “based outside the sociolinguistic field” 

(Wodak and Meyer, 2009, p.27). In order to select the news stories for this study, I used a non-

random sampling strategy which sometimes is also referred to as “‘judgemental’ or ‘purposive’ 

sampling, terms that stress the intentions of those who apply the procedures” (Deacon, Pickering, 

Golding and Murdock, 2010, p.52). The sampling strategy allows the researcher to choose the 

sample on the basis which he thinks would be suitable for his research. All qualitative studies, 

like this, adhere to non-randomness of their data samples because the focus is not the 

representation but to “aid theoretical development” (Deacon, Pickering, Golding and Murdock, 

2010, p.54).  

As some researchers (Aslam, 2008, p.669; Cloughley, 2008, p.3) claim that the SFs are present in 

FATA since July 2002 which is the timeline to begin this study from 1 July 2002 and ends on 30 

June 2012, the end of my study semester and also the time to conclude this research, but the 

FATA conflict continues. The ten-year-long period of the timeline is divided into three 

segments
15

 depending upon the development of the conflict. Each of the three time segments 

contributes ten news articles, five from each news paper. Moreover, as far as the selection of the 

news articles is concerned, the articles had to meet certain criteria in order to address the situation 

where a number of articles were available within the specified period. Moreover, I needed to 

select the most relevant articles serving the aim of this study discussed in “Aims and Research 

Questions” section 2.1. The articles had to be published in one of the newspapers between July 

2002 and June 2012. The articles had to be reporting the SFs’ activities concerning TTP, the 

FATA conflict and TTP’s activities in Pakistan. If there were more than one articles available 

within the specified sub-segment
16

 of the time from where the news article is to be selected, I 

prioritised the article reporting maximum number of civilian casualties over insurgents’ or the 

SFs’. Further, if there was no civilian casualty reported, I prioritised the article reporting 

maximum number of insurgents’ deaths over the SFs’. Even if no dead insurgent was reported, I 

opted for the article reporting maximum number of security personnel’s deaths. 

                                                             
15 Which are discussed below in this section 

16 It happened on seven occasions in the case of Jang and four times in the case of NW that more than one articles 
were available within one sub-segment of the time. The sub-segments are explained below in the same section. 
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The FATA militancy passed through three important stages of its struggle, I devised a strategy to 

choose three periods of time on the timeline to select the news articles for this analysis. As a rule, 

the very first news story from each time segment is selected from the first month of the segment 

(which is July 2002 in the case of the first time segment). Further, I divided total number of 

months (fifty months) in each time segment by five (the number of news stories to be taken from 

the segment) generating five ten month periods. The period was used to subdivide the segment 

into five sub-segments from which the five news reports are to be selected. 

The first segment of the timeline marks the solitary fight by different tribes in FATA which 

begins from July 2002 and ends on 12 December 2007. The first segment consisting of almost 64 

months (July 2002 to November 2007 - taken as complete months) is divided by five which 

generates five sub-segments each consisting of twelve months (only whole numbers are 

considered). It means after selecting the first news story (by applying the first month rule stated 

above) from July 2002, every next news story from the segment is selected after a gap of twelve 

months. The implementation of the gap after the selection of the first news article generates the 

month and year for second news story i.e. July 2003. By repeating the implementation of the 

twelve months after the time for second news story results the month and year for third news 

story i.e. July 2004. So, according to the formula, the fourth news story from each newspaper is 

collected from July 2005 and fifth from July 2006. 

The second segment of the timeline starts with the rise of TTP on 13 December 2007 and ends on 

5 August 2009 with the death of Baitullah Mehsud, first chief of the organisation. The time 

between the formal announcement of the joint struggle and death of Baitullah Mehsud marks an 

important milestone in the violent history of TTP, during which its operations spread into well 

settled areas of Pakistan. However, death of the first chief set in the gradual recoil of TTP to 

FATA (Yusufzai, 2012a). This segment of the timeline consists of almost nineteen months, 

which divided into five equal parts, yields three months (considering whole numbers only) time 

interval. According to the earlier mentioned rule for the first news report in each time segment, 

the sixth news report from each newspaper is collected from mid December 2007 to mid January 

2008. By implementing the above calculated three months period gap after the time of the sixth 

news report generates mid April to mid May 2008 as the time duration to choose the seventh 

news article from each newspaper. By again implementing the gap after the time of the seventh 
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news story generates the mid August to mid September 2008 as duration from which eighth news 

report is taken. The process generates mid December 2008 to mid January 2009 as time period to 

choose ninth news report and mid April to mid May 2009 as time for tenth news report from each 

newspaper. 

The third and last segment of the timeline commence with the killing of the first TTP chief on 6 

August 2009 and ends on 30 June 2012, the time limit to finish the research. This segment marks 

the gradual weakening of TTP attributed to intra-TTP factional fights, loss of public support for 

them (Yusufzai, 2012a) and the rise of anti-TTP militias. The third segment consists of almost 35 

months, divided into five equal parts, generates seven months period. According to the rule for 

the first news story in each time segment, the eleventh news article from each newspaper is 

collected between 7 August and 30 August 2009. Implementation of the above calculated seven 

months gap after the time for eleventh news article generates March 2010 as the time duration out 

of which twelfth news story is taken. The process rolls on by generating October 2010 as month 

for the thirteenth, May 2011 for the fourteenth and December 2011 for the fifteenth news report 

from each newspaper. 

I used South Asia Terrorism Portal, an online database which tracks “terrorism and low intensity 

warfare in South Asia” (SATP, 2012) as a source to track FATA related developments and to find 

out key dates to track news reports in the newspapers. I made efforts to collect the news items 

published within the specified time frame mentioned in each segment and sub-segment. 

However, if no article was available within the selected time frame
17

, I went for the article 

published in the adjacent months (i.e. one month before or after the specified time). 

I tried to collect the selected news articles from online sources. However, only a few of the 

articles were available online as the news portals of the newspapers provide limited access online. 

So, according to my instructions for selection and collection of news materials, most of the news 

stories were digitally photographed and e-mailed to me from the archived versions of the 

newspapers available at National Library Islamabad, Pakistan by a family member. 

3.2 Method: Critical Discourse Analysis 

                                                             
17 It has to be noted that it occurred five times each for Jang and NW that no articles were found within the specified 

time. 
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Meyer (2001, p.15) argues all CDA scholars follow critical approaches to tackle explicit power 

relationships usually hidden and deduce practically relevant results. One of the practitioners of 

CDA methodologies, Norman Fairclough (1995a) defines CDA as an interdisciplinary approach 

to the study of discourse which views language as a form of social practice. He further explains 

that CDA focuses on the ways in which social and political domination is reproduced by text and 

talk (Fairclough, 1995a). In one of his articles (Fairclough, 2001, p.121) he describes CDA as a 

theory as well as an analytical method. Another CDA practitioner, Wodak, explains objectives of 

the method are to find out “opaque as well as transparent structural relationships of dominance, 

discrimination, power and control as manifested in language” (Blommaert and Bulcaen, 2000, 

p.448). So, in order to examine such structural relationships in Pakistani Urdu-language press 

coverage of the military operations in FATA by two leading national dailies, I employ CDA, as 

an analytical method. 

Studies explain that CDA rather than a single method is an approach which consists of different 

levels (Meyer, 2001, p.14; Wodak and Meyer, 2009, p.5) and the analysts using CDA 

methodology have to make some selections at each level (Meyer, 2001, p.14). Many and various 

types of studies have been conducted using CDA, involving different theories and diversified 

data (Wodak and Meyer, 2009, p.5). Moreover, some studies (Wodak, 2002a, p.7; Wodak and 

Meyer, 2009, pp.5-12) argue that many CDA researchers differently interpret CDA terminologies 

like “discourse”, “critical”, “ideology”, “power” and so on. It can be argued that CDA 

researchers’ different interpretations of the terminologies pave way for the diversity in analytical 

approaches to CDA. Like many other analysts, I need to pick the most suited analytical tools out 

of the tool box of CDA. 

Blommaert and Bulcaen (2000, p.448) argue that Fairclough’s concrete approach towards textual 

features of news discourses is more suitable for analysis of news articles. Fairclough’s CDA 

technique “gives rise to ways of analysing language or semiosis within broader analyses of the 

social process” (Fairclough, 2001, p.121). Besides, the analytical approach has: 

“emancipatory objectives, and is focused upon the problems confronting what we can loosely 

refer to as the ‘losers’ within particular forms of social life – the poor, the socially excluded, 

those subject to” (Fairclough, 2001, p.125) any kind of oppression. 
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Additionally, one of the objectives of my research is to analyse the representation of TTP in the 

textual features of news articles concerning military operations in FATA, in order to study how 

Pakistani Taliban are constructed and being treated in the news reports. Furthermore, this 

research analyses news articles which according to Fairclough’s CDA approach are one of the 

forms of expression of social interactions which need to be studied to “focus on the structuring or 

orders of discourse, and a focus on what goes on in particular interactions” (Fairclough, 2001, 

p.126). One of the objectives of this study is to analyse the ideas and opinions forwarded in the 

FATA conflict related news articles and how the ideas relate to other elements of social practices 

in Pakistan. Fairclough’s CDA methodology offers such an analysis which focuses on the 

“dialectical relationships between semiosis and other elements of social practices” (Fairclough, 

2001, p.123), which is why I opted for Fairclough’s CDA approach. So, Fairclough’s CDA 

methodology seems appropriate for this analysis. 

3.2.1 Fairclough’s three levels 

Fairclough’s CDA approach provides three dimensions or facets of a communicative event: “text, 

discursive practice and sociocultural practice” (Fairclough, 1995a, p.57). At the textual level, I 

focused on the constructions of TTP, SFs and the military operations in the selected articles. As 

regards the second level, this study does not analyse the discursive practices proper. Due to 

limited time and other resources, it was not possible for me to travel to Pakistan to interview 

journalists, editors and readers of the papers, which would have been necessary to analyse 

production and reception processes. However, after the textual analysis, assumptions will be 

made as to the ways in which current working conditions of media workers in Pakistan may 

cause them to construct TTP and the military the way they do. For information concerning the 

situation of media workers in FATA, I refer to “Reporters’ Working Conditions” section 1.3.4. 

Finally, at the sociocultural practices level, I analysed the discourses forwarded in the Urdu-

language news articles. 

3.2.1.1 Linguistic Text Analysis 

The textual analysis focuses on the “vocabulary and semantics, the grammar of sentences and 

smaller units and the sound system (‘phonology’) and writing system” (Fairclough, 1995b, p.57). 
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In this part of the analysis I examined the lexical choices used to describe TTP, SFs and military 

operations in FATA. Another research (Fairclough, 1995a, p.104) argues: 

“The analysis of representational processes in a text, therefore, comes down to an account of 

what choices are made – what is included and what is excluded, what is made explicit or left 

implicit, what is foregrounded and what is backgrounded [. . .]”. 

In the course of analysis, an analyst might focus on particular ideologies, inherent in the texts, or 

specific constructions of identities or relationships between writer and reader might attract the 

analyst’s attention. In order to be more specific, the ways in which the sample represents the 

casualties of the SFs as well as TTP are studied. The representation of the conflict is also studied 

with a focus on the aspects of the operations that are foregrounded in the news reports. Further, 

the analysis also reveals which of the actions are highlighted. The pictures included in the news 

report can be helpful to decode inherent messages but limited time restricts this study from 

analysing the pictures which are sometimes essential part of the news articles. 

3.2.1.2 Discursive Practices 

The discursive practices involve the processes of news production and news consumption 

(Fairclough, 1995b, p.58; Richardson, 2007, p.75). Research (Fairclough, 1995b, p.59) explains 

that the objectives for analysing the news production process is that the ways in which news texts 

are generated are exhibited in the features of the texts. As news consumption is not being 

examined, this study is limited to news production practices. News production can be a complex 

process in terms of the number of genres mixed together in newspapers and the ways they are 

mixed (Fairclough, 1995b, p.58). News reports in an average news organisation pass through 

different levels of collecting, selecting, editing and transforming stages and according to research 

(Fairclough, 1995b, p.48) up to seven such stages before they can be shaped into publishable 

news articles. Thus, Fairclough argues the production of media texts witness a “series of 

transformations” in a communicative event (Fairclough, 1995b, p.49). 

In this part of the analysis, I focus on arresting features of news production practice such as the 

“overwhelming reliance” of journalists on predefined sets of news sources or officials and 

“otherwise legitimised sources which are systematically drawn upon” as sources of “facts” or to 

authenticate other sources (Fairclough, 1995b, p.49), while such organisations which are not 

perceived as legitimate are blacklisted or rarely referenced by journalists (Fairclough, 1995b, 
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p.49). Journalists’ reliance on the above mentioned set of news sources points to “an inbuilt 

limitation on their campaigning zeal” and suggests media’s economic reliance on status quo for 

its ownerships and payoffs (Fairclough, 1995b, p.49). Moreover, in examining the discursive 

practices, I also focus on the assumptions and absences made in the news articles in order to 

know how the assumption and absences led to convey the intended messages in the news articles. 

I have not studied the discursive practices in themselves because I could not interview Pakistani 

journalists. As earlier mentioned, it was not possible to travel to Pakistan to interview the 

production professionals and obtain their accounts of working conditions in the country, which 

would have been useful to understand how these conditions affect news reporting. Therefore, I 

only can make assumptions on the production process with support from my textual analysis and 

the available literature on production practices and professional routines in Pakistan. 

3.2.1.3 Sociocultural Practices 

Some analysts pay attention to the immediate context of the communicative event but say very 

little about “wider social and cultural context” (Fairclough, 1995b, p.50). Fairclough opines the 

“wider contextual matrix must be attended to because it shapes discourse practices in important 

ways and is itself cumulatively shaped by them” (Fairclough, 1995b, p.50). Moreover, he argues 

media texts serve as criterion of “sociocultural change” and the texts may be used to measure the 

change (Fairclough, 1995b, p.52). As far as the sociocultural practices level in this study is 

concerned, the analysis examines how dominant discourses presented in the Urdu-language news 

media explain the military incursions in FATA. The analysis also examines how the dominant 

media discourses relate to dominant official discourses held in Pakistan about the FATA 

operations. The components of the two above mentioned levels of the CDA analysis of 

communicative events lay the groundwork to inquire into the deeper level of discourses and 

ideologies that exist in the news reports. Moreover, Pakistan’s relations with the US are central to 

explain the SFs’ presence in FATA.  At this level of analysis, I employed different discourses 

present in Pakistani society which express specific ideologies about the role of the SFs in FATA, 

in the context of the Pakistan-United States relations which are important component to uncover 

the discourses present in the Urdu-language media texts. Besides, the discourses which exist in 

the society are important elements to critically examine the discourses forwarded in the news 

reports. 
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3.3 Challenges and Limitations 

Lack of time and other resources to conduct this research were the main challenges. One of the 

biggest challenges was to translate from Urdu-language to English, especially for CDA purposes 

which needs the translation to be literal as possible. Although, being a born Pakistani, Urdu is my 

native language, even then it was not only a time consuming endeavour but a difficult task to find 

words or phrases in English with almost the same meanings as in Urdu-language. I tried to use 

online Urdu-English dictionaries for this purpose but there are very few online resources for this 

purpose. In addition to this, the online lexical resources were not of much help; usually the Urdu-

language words were not recognised by the translators. Even still, I tried to access Urdu-English 

lexical resources via Örebro University Library but could not. To overcome the challenge, I 

managed to acquire a well-reputed Urdu-English dictionary from Pakistan. Besides the 

translation, material collection was another challenge, I faced. As there is limited access to online 

archives available for both selected newspapers, one has to be there in Pakistan to visit libraries 

and achieves to search and collect the required material. I was not able to visit Pakistan due to 

lack of time and financial resources. My brother in Pakistan helped me by electronically 

photographing all the required news articles according to my instructions and e-mailed, saving 

me time which I utilised by concentrating on other parts of the research. Moreover, finding and 

collecting of the news reports between the specified dates according to material collection 

strategy was challenging. It happened five times for each newspaper that either no news article 

was available within the specified timeframe or they were very short, i.e. between three to five 

lines of the columns
18

. I advised my brother to pick the news reports within the adjacent months. 

Further, in order to have more choice for the news selection, I selected more than three news 

reports for each time period of which only one news report was needed. 

Conducting an impartial analysis was challenging because of my being Pakistani, a strong 

believer in national unity and the sanctity of national institutions, so my analysis may tend to 

yield favour for the SFs. The fact that Pakistani Taliban are fighting against my national security 

organisations further strengthens the argument. On the other hand, I am one out of an 

overwhelming majority of Pakistanis who are against the military incursions in FATA, which 

could raise the question of my possible biasness in favour of TTP. Moreover, Pakistani Taliban’s 

                                                             
18 My brother who was collecting the material, informed me of this.  
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voice for implementation of Sharia (Islamic Laws) in the country is an attractive slogan for many 

Muslims including myself.  However, I tried my best not to be influenced by my personal 

feelings or opinions about the actors and the action. As an analyst, it is my foremost obligation to 

be impartial and devoid of any favouritism and bias. The process to translate the Urdu-language 

lexical choices into English could have been evaluated as biased but I used the Urdu-English 

Dictionary to translate the lexical choices which helped me to be impartial. 

Another limitation is that the research explains only a few aspects of the news reports. As earlier 

stated in section 3.2.1.2 that the research does not study discursive practices in themselves, the 

study neither analyses the news consumption nor does it interview editorial staffers. Hence, 

neither the analysis reveals how the news reports are perceived by readers nor can it fully explain 

how the circumstances in which the reports were produced, affect the textual products. 

Furthermore, the analysis of the pictures included in some of the news reports could have 

revealed some other features of the news items if analysed but the available timeframe did not 

allow doing so. 

3.4 Validity, Reliability and Generalisability 

To ascertain the quality of qualitative research like mine, scholars do not agree on the most 

suitable way. Neither do they agree on how the concepts of generalisability, validity and 

reliability used to assess the quality of quantitative research could be applied to qualitative 

research. Meyer on one hand argues for the need of “concepts” and “criteria” to determine the 

quality of qualitative social research and on the other hand he opines the classical concepts of 

validity and reliability used in quantitative research cannot be applied to qualitative research 

without being re-defined (Meyer, 2001, p.29). Because of CDA being an interpretative method, 

the ways to assess its quality become more difficult. Meyer argues CDA’s findings based on 

careful analyses of the features of the news texts and on their mutual relation validate the findings 

and “completeness” serves as quality criterion for the research (Meyer, 2001, p.29). By 

“complete” the researcher means completeness of results which means if new data does not add 

to the results, it assures the quality of a qualitative social research (Meyer, 2001, p.29). Moreover, 

CDA researchers such as Ruth Wodak and Ron Scollon put forward the “triangulation 

procedures” to ensure validity of quantitative or qualitative research work (Meyer, 2001, p.29). In 

the “triangulation procedures” a researcher switches between four different levels of context, 
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evaluating the findings in each level with the other findings which minimises the biasness. In 

short, the researchers wish for quality assurance of qualitative social research. 

According to my opinion, a systematic analysis as applied in this study could be a way to 

guarantee the scientific quality of this qualitative study. This study is based on appropriate 

theoretical framework such as theories on terrorism and the media, war journalism and “us versus 

them” (see Chapter 2) which are helpful to analyse discourse in newspapers. Moreover, the study 

employs Fairclough’s CDA methodology which he especially devised to analyse media 

discourses. Further, I have selected my sample for analysis systematically which is discussed in 

section 3.1.2. Although Deacon, Pickering, Golding and Murdock (2007, p.136) suggest to 

analyse the media contents in their original form
19

 but it is not practical in the case of this study. 

In order to avoid the loss of important material during translation, “casting necessity as a virtue” 

(Deacon, Pickering, Golding and Murdock, 2007, p.136) and my inclination or prejudice for or 

against any of the actors or the action
20

, I use reputed dictionary to translate the Urdu-language 

phrases into English. The usage of appropriate theories, suitable analytical method, systematic 

sample collection, usage of dictionary for translation and careful analysis
21

 validates my study 

and increases its reliability. 

“The word ‘generalisability’ is defined as the degree to which the findings can be generalised 

from the study sample to the entire population” (Polit and Hungler, 1991, p.645). In order to 

achieve generalisability, the sample should be representative of the population. However, 

qualitative studies, like mine, do not focus on representation of their sample which means such 

studies may or may not be representative of their entire population. In other words, the findings 

of my study may not represent the Urdu-language news newspapers in Pakistan. Moreover, the 

findings are based on the analysis of 15 articles each from Jang and NW selected from ten years 

period which may not be generalised even at the newspapers’ level. 

  

                                                             
19 i.e. the original articles should be analysed but not the translated versions.  

20 I have already explained it in the same section. 

21 I have already explained it in the same section. 
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4 Analysis 

This chapter presents a critical analysis of thirty news stories systematically selected from two 

Urdu-language newspapers in Pakistan, Jang and NW. The chapter begins by briefing about 

different levels of the analysis employed in this study and continues to implement the levels 

throughout the chapter. 

As I described in section 3.1.2 that the timeline for sample collection is divided into three 

segments, the analysis presented in this chapter is also subdivided into three main periods 

accordingly. In First Period, I analyse the news articles collected in first segment of the timeline 

(1 July 2002 and 12 December 2007) and Second Period analyse the news articles collected in the 

second segment of the timeline (13 December 2007 and 5 August 2009). Likewise, I analyse the 

news reports collected in the third segment of the timeline (6 August 2009 to 30 June 2012) in 

Third Period. I analyse ten new articles per period by selecting five from Jang and NW each. 

Furthermore, the analysis in each period comprises three levels i.e. Textual Level, Discursive 

Practices and Sociocultural Practices. Each section ends with a Summary of the period. 

In textual levels, I paid attention to words, nouns, adjectives, phrases and sentences used in news 

articles to refer to different actors (TTP and LEAs) and the action (military operations in FATA). 

The sets of words may be helpful in revealing the constructions of the actors and the action. 

Besides, as stated in section 3.2.1.2 that this study does not address the discursive practices 

(production and consumption) as such, rather it focuses on the results of a number of production 

practices as they appear in the news texts. What is examined here includes ways of reporting and 

usage of sources in the news reports. In the ways of reporting, I focused on whether the news is 

reported directly (reporting exact words of the source in quotation marks) or indirectly (a 

summary or paraphrasing of what the source has said). Moreover, the analysis focuses on the 

ways the different news sources are treated within the news narratives, e.g. which of the sources 

are used and which of them are prioritised. Further, what the prioritisation could entail and how it 

relates to results from previous research on journalistic production in Pakistan is also discussed. 

Further, in sociocultural practices level, I examine the dominant discourses offered in the articles. 

I examine whether the discourses relate to official claims in any respect. Moreover, I focused on 

the dominant ideologies which might have been conveyed in the news articles about the military 

operations, SFs and FATA insurgents. 
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The sections are followed by summaries of the periods which further develop the interpretations. 

Finally, in the following analysis I use numbers which refer to the news articles according to the 

list provided in the appendix. 

4.1 First Period 

First Period is marked by FATA tribal groups’ solitary clashes with SFs and the period ends with 

the beginning of the groups’ joint resistance. 

4.1.1 Textual Level 

4.1.1.1 The Insurgents 

The news articles report the insurgents as “foreigners”, “warriors” and “terrorists” which are 

equipped with latest weapons to attack the SFs. Further, the news articles do not mention the 

objectives of the insurgency.  

Typically, news stories retrieved from Jang present FATA insurgents as foreigners. The news 

articles designate them as Arab “Al-Qaeda members” (1, 2), “foreigners” (1, 2), Afghan 

“Taliban” (2) and “Uzbeks” (1). Officially, Pakistan does not have any communities which 

identify themselves as Arabs. Sentences such as “the locals have already promised neither to 

provide sanctuaries nor support to Al-Qaeda members” (2) give impressions that FATA tribes are 

not tolerant to Al-Qaeda members. The sentences deny the existence of local Al-Qaeda affiliates 

in tribal ranks. Moreover, phrases such as “Al-Qaeda members and other warriors” (2) 

distinguish FATA insurgents from Al-Qaeda as “other warriors”. Further, the phrases suggest 

two different classes of insurgents fighting in areas, al-Qaeda and the others. However, the 

articles do not specify whether the “others warriors” are the local fighters or the non Al-Qaeda 

foreign fighters. 

The articles typically portray the insurgents as resourceful and having access to the latest 

weaponry. The articles report the insurgents possess “modern weapons” (1, 2), are “extreme 

warmongers” (1, 2, 5) and “warriors” (2, 3, 4). The phrases suggest the insurgents are war hungry 

and are purposefully trained and equipped to attack SFs; thus the articles depict the insurgents 

intentionally came to face LEAs. Further, articles refer to the insurgents as “terrorists” (1, 2, 3, 
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4), “suicide bombers” (4) and “mass murderers” (3). Moreover, some of the articles report the 

insurgents as enemies of “peace” (1, 2, 5), “devastator” (5) and “trouble creators” (1, 2) who start 

indiscriminate gunfire as soon as they saw SFs thus constructing the local insurgents as furiously 

insane and irrational. Phrases such as “killers of US troops” in Afghanistan (2) suggest the FATA 

insurgents infiltrate into Afghanistan to attack ISAF alongside Afghan Taliban. 

Phrases such as “Al-Qaeda and [Afghan] Taliban are believed [to be] hiding” in FATA (1) and 

they are “relocating to FATA” from Afghanistan (2) seem strengthen US argument that Al-Qaeda 

and Afghan Taliban have safe heavens in FATA while Pakistani official discourses denied the 

claims initially. Additionally, phrases such as insurgents “made calls Allah-o-Akbar [God is the 

greatest – Islamic war cry] before shooting gunfire at the police” (1) depict the insurgents as 

jihadists. The phrase on one hand gives an impression of the existence of jihadists in FATA and 

on the other hand seems to be relating them to Afghanistan, the closest place where jihad is 

ongoing thus the phrases confirm the US claims of FATA as sanctuary of Afghan jihadists. 

The news articles published in NW describes the insurgents as foreigners. Phrases such as “Al-

Qaeda members” (6, 7), “foreigners” (6, 7, 10), “Afghans” (7), “Arabs” (7), and “Central Asians” 

(7) report FATA insurgents outlanders. The articles suggest FATA as breeding ground of 

international jihadists fighting in Central Asian states like Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and more 

specifically the Uzbekistan and Afghanistan. The foreign fighters are depicted as creating 

security issues for SFs and on returning home, fighting a jihad in their countries. Besides, articles 

report the insurgents as unidentified “terrorists” (9, 10), “suicide bombers” (7) and “mass 

murderers” (8). The articles portray the insurgents as unlawful premeditated killers of civilian 

population. 

Moreover, articles suggest the insurgents are expert guerrilla warriors which have established 

training facilities in FATA. Phrases such as the insurgents are “equipped with latest weapons” (7, 

8), “hand grenade and automatic weapons used indiscriminately” (10) and they maintain 

“terrorist training” facilities in FATA (10) report they have training camps in FATA to master the 

terrorism techniques. Further, they are presented as seeking advantage of having access to state of 

the art weapons and training facilities and they have gained expertise in making and using 

Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) (9) which suggest the insurgents are improvising their 

calamitous weapons. Besides, the insurgents are presented as well trained guerrilla fighters who 
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dare to “attack” (6, 8) disciplined forces. The news articles present the FATA insurgents as 

determined to hit their targets either via “suicide” (8) terrorism publicly or the “IED” attacks thus 

constructing the fighters as adopting the lethal strategies to maximise the damages. 

Lastly, sentence “Pakistan military launched operation on secret information is a proof that the 

nation is performing its duties being a front line state against terrorism” (7) suggests the nation is 

conducting FATA operations on US directions. Further, the sentence suggests the nation is 

fighting the US’s GWOT in the region, which contradicts to Pakistani official claim that nation is 

fighting its own war against rising extremism in FATA. Besides, article 10 aligns with insurgents 

and seminary students killed in military operation against the insurgents by presenting the wanted 

insurgents as innocent victims. 

Moreover, none of the articles analysed in the First Period discuss the aims of the FATA 

insurgents. 

4.1.1.2 Pakistani Security Forces 

The news articles depict the LEAs are actively retaliating militant attacks. In their retaliation 

large numbers of militants are being killed while a few security personnel are also getting 

martyred. 

Articles published in Jang depict LEAs as “security” forces (1, 3, 4, 5) which are committed to 

establishing peace in FATA. Typically, articles report LEAs as “retaliating” forces (1, 3, 5). 

Moreover, the sentences such as “the police retaliated with gunfire which killed four Al-Qaeda 

members at the spot” (1) and “we [LEAs] ordered them [the insurgents] to lay down weapons but 

they start firing [at LEAs]” (2) present the LEAs as non-hostile and they act aggressively only if 

provoked. Another article presents the forces as “negotiating” and “saviours of women and 

children” (2) which successfully negotiated with the insurgents to secure the lives of women and 

children accompanied the insurgents to safer places before launching the operation. The article 

projects the military operation as rescue operation. Moreover, the LEAs are presented as “active” 

(2, 4, 5), “energetic” (2, 3), “rapid action force” (1, 2) and in “large contingents” (1, 2, 4) against 

the insurgents but in spite of their high spirit and vigilance the news reports seem to be building 

the perception that the forces are “unable to stop the terrorist activities” (3, 4, 5) both in FATA 

and in mainland Pakistan. Further, the news article 1 describes the deaths of both the security 
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officials and the insurgents as “killed” in a single sentence. The sentence seems to treat both the 

LEAs and the insurgents equally. Usually, the news articles report the death of SFs as “martyrs” 

(1, 2, 4) while the insurgents as “killed” (1, 2, 3, 4). However, in some cases the deaths of SFs are 

also reported as “killed” (1) but the deaths of the insurgents are always reported as “killed”. The 

discriminative news reporting of the deaths of security officials as “martyrs” and the insurgents 

as “killed” in the FATA conflict has become one of the main reasons behind the targeted killing 

of the FATA journalists, usually at the hands of the insurgents is discussed in “Reporters’ 

Working Conditions” section 1.3.4. 

The sentence “eight white skinned foreigners also participated in the operation” (1) is the only 

example from Jang which hints at the US boots on Pakistani soil. The foreign troops’ (probably 

the US forces’) participation in the FATA operations is controversial in Pakistani society and 

Pakistani officials deny such arrangements. However, the news report 1 contradicts the official 

assertions iterated in the news report 2 which claims “no foreign agency or military is involved in 

the operation” (2) and the FATA military operations are said to be conducted only by the SFs. In 

other words, the news reports 1 and 2 contradict each other. 

The news stories published in NW report the SFs as law and order maintaining forces. 

Specifically, the Pakistan Army and police are often referred to as “law enforcement agencies” 

(7, 9) while the article 6 reports them as “investigating agencies” (6). The agencies are presented 

as peace time forces which are being attacked by the insurgents. The articles typically report the 

soldiers and the police are being “attacked” (6, 8, 9) by the FATA rebels. Sometimes, the vague 

phrases such as “sensitive organisation” (6) are used to refer to Pakistani military which I 

consider, the news article is hiding the identity of the specific armed force. The phrases like 

“large contingent” (6) and “cordon off” (8) are used to refer to big number of security personnel 

in some of the tribal areas which present the SFs are the controlling authority in the areas but not 

the insurgents. Some other sentences and phrases such as “[military] used limited force against 

hindrance [by insurgents]” (7), “we used less firepower” (7), “cordon off” (8), “security high 

alerted” (9) and “search operation” (9) employed in the news articles present the LEAs as 

controlling authority and they are able to conduct the operations in any of the parts of the 

troubled region. Besides, the Army is portrayed as tactical force which respects the human rights. 

The news articles associate the phrases “use of limited firepower” (7) and “saved women and 
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children” (7) with the Army which depicts the military is using its guns wisely and the military is 

committed to protect the civilian population in the areas. Besides, the article 7 also mentions the 

Army instructs the insurgents to “lay down weapons” and the military “made effort[s] to arrest 

the suspects” which demonstrates the military wished to save the human lives but the insurgents 

chose to die themselves. 

The news reports published in NW uses the verb “died” instead of killed for security personnel in 

a gunfight with the rebels present the LEAs deaths as natural and not a consequence of crossfire 

with the insurgents. Moreover, the news articles report the deaths of SFs with verbs like “died” 

(6, 7, 9) suggest they lost their lives of natural reasons but not at the hands of the insurgents. 

However, the verb “killed” (6) seldom used for the security forces suggests there is someone who 

became the reason for security officials’ deaths. Moreover, the phrase “expressed deep sorrow 

over the martyrdom of innocent students and [wanted militant religious] scholars” (10) presents a 

unique example of using the noun “martyr” for the insurgents who died in the conflict. Although 

the usage of the noun is a unique example which can’t be generalised, but it indicates editorial 

staffers at NW have a soft spot for the insurgents. 

4.1.1.3 Military Operations 

The news reports depict that the SFs are conducting successful military operations against 

Pakistani and foreigner fighters. The articles convey that the operations have established writ of 

the government in the troubled region. 

Typically, the news reports retrieved from Jang appear to tone down the well planned, combined 

military and police operations as “skirmish[es]” (1, 2) with Al-Qaeda operatives to avoid possible 

public backlashes against the operations. Moreover, some of the news stories report the military 

operations as “retaliations” (2, 4) for militant attacks against the security forces. Besides, the 

phrases such as “massive operation” (2, 4), “search” for evil doers (1, 4) and “cordon off” (4, 5) 

used in the reports suggest military build-ups in FATA which points to large scale military 

operations in the areas. Moreover, the phrases imply the SFs have established control over some 

of the areas and they can cordon off desired areas and conduct military operations. The news 

story 2 make use of the sentences like “the operation is being conducted against the foreign 

elements involved in attacks against Allied Forces in Afghanistan” (2) and the operation “is also 



 

Page 54 of 157 

 

launched against those who are making the lives of [FATA] locals painful” (2) to define the 

objectives behind the military operations in the tribal region. The sentences depict the nation has 

allied with the US in the GWOT and committed to fight against Pakistani and non-Pakistani 

enemies of NATO forces within its geographical boundaries. Moreover, news articles 1 and 2 

align their discourses with the official claims that the operation is being conducted against 

foreign Al-Qaeda members only. The articles present the operation is not launched against the 

local tribal people however, the above discussed articles indicate to the deaths of local FATA 

residents. The claims such as the military operations are targeted against the “foreign fighter 

only” made in the aforementioned articles seem conflicting with articles analysed in the section 

4.1.1.1 which argue the SFs killed local insurgents along with the so-called Al-Qaeda members. 

However, if the deceased local residents, to which the section 4.1.1.1 points to, are the insurgents 

then the military operations are not being conducted against only the foreigners but the operations 

are also aimed at the local tribal residents who align with foreign fighters. 

Usually, the news reports published in NW hail the military operations conducted by SFs against 

foreign Al-Qaeda members. The news articles use the adjective “successful” (6, 7) to grade the 

military operations. Contrary to rest of the news stories presented in the newspaper, the article 10 

condemns the military operation and expresses its woes and sorrows against the killing of a 

wanted “religious scholars” along with the seminary children (10). Moreover, opposite to the 

other news reports published in the newspaper, the article 10 seems aligning with the killed local 

“seminary students and wanted [insurgent] religious scholars” (10) by describing them as 

“innocents” (10) and expressing the sufferings of their families, relatives and friends. 

The phrases such as “women and children came under our [Pakistan Army’s] protection” (7) 

suggests the operations proved a boon for women and children residing in FATA. The phrase 

also depicts the women and the children which are the most oppressed segments in the tribal 

society are safer in military protection. Further, the phrases such as “operation against Al-Qaeda” 

(6, 7, 10) suggest the military operations are not targeted against the tribal Pakistanis but they are 

meant to attack the foreign Al-Qaeda members hiding in their areas. 

4.1.2 Discursive Practices 

4.1.2.1 Ways of Reporting and Usage of Sources 
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The articles report a summary or paraphrase of what the source says. The government news 

sources dominate the news coverage. The claims of the sources are rephrased in such a way that 

sometimes it becomes difficult to differentiate between the claims and the voices of the 

journalists. 

The news articles (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) taken from Jang refer to local news sources as well as 

international news agencies. The local news sources include the LEAs, government sources, eye 

witnesses and the local new media. The news articles refer to SF news sources like the local 

military commander (2), the military spokespersons (2, 4), the local police officers (1) and the 

Inspector General Police NWFP (5). The news reports (1, 3, 5) include inputs from federal and 

KP provincial government sources. Likewise, the news reports refer to eye witnesses (1, 5) of the 

events including local residents (2) and different unnamed sources (2). Moreover, the news 

articles refer to local news sources like Geo TV (2) and local news agencies (1, 3). Furthermore, 

the news articles refer to unidentified international news sources like an “International news 

agency” (1), the “British news agency” (4), the “French News agency” (4) including direct 

references to AFP (2), AP (2) and the BBC (2). Generally, the news sources are not contested by 

the reporters and their claims are taken as granted. Moreover, Jang news coverage is dominated 

by the official sources and more specifically the military news sources. 

The military news sources like the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) spokespersons and field 

commanders are referenced in most of the articles (1, 2, 4, 5) but the news reporters do not argue 

against the claims made by the military officials. Uniquely, the phrase “he [the military 

spokesperson] does not clarify whether the killed people were Al-Qaeda members” (1) suggests 

the news reporter distances itself from the official claims. The articles 1, 3 and 5 attribute the 

Ministry of Interior and other officials to ascertain details of the events. The articles recount 

official versions of the incident but never challenge the official claims which led to assume the 

news stories legitimise official assertions. Moreover, the news report 2 iterates the phrase “no 

foreign military or agency involved in conducting this operation” (2) multiple times which 

stresses the official claim. 

In order to count details of the military operations, the articles refer to “eyewitness” sources (1, 

5), “local residents” (2), unknown “sources” (2) and “human right workers” (2) without sharing 

any clue about the news source. The practice is also rampant in the news articles with regards to 
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international news organisations like an “international news agency” (1), a “British news agency” 

(4) and a “French news agency” (4). The reasons for not providing any information about the 

news sources and the journalists are not known but I can assume the security concerns for news 

sources and the journalists could be the possible reasons. One should keep in mind “Reporters’ 

Working Conditions” described in section 1.3.4 and threats by insurgents to local journalists 

working for International news organisations. 

The news stories selected from NW report different types of news sources which can be broadly 

categorised as the state official sources and non official sources. Typically, the news articles rely 

on official news sources like “ISPR spokesperson” (7, 9, 10), local police officials (6, 8), 

different government officials (10) which dominate the news reports. Moreover, the non-official 

local news sources like unknown and named “eyewitness” sources (8, 10) respectively and other 

unnamed “reliable sources” (7). Besides, ISPR news sources are used with reference to military 

operation related news items while the police sources are referenced when terrorist activities like 

bombs explosions happen in public locations. On one hand, the successes claimed by SF news 

sources are not contested and on the other hand, the news reports rephrase what their sources say 

in such a way that sometimes it becomes difficult to differentiate between the voices of news 

reporters and their sources. For example, sentences like the “Central President of the Bajaur 

Traders Union Haji Khan Bacha said the Owners of all the businesses and Bazaars in Bajaur are 

with the nation [tribe] in this incident” (10) create difficulty to identify that either it is the voice 

of the news source or it is the voice of the news reporter. 

A significant portion of the news reports comprise of the account by unnamed news sources. The 

news stories are based on the accounts by unnamed “reliable sources” (7), “eyewitness” (8) and 

“official” (10). The reasons for not providing any information about the news sources are not 

known but one can speculate the security concerns as it is mentioned above for news articles 

collected from Jang. 

The voice of the insurgents is missing in Jang as well as in the NW news articles. One of the 

possible reasons for the exclusion could be the difficulty for journalists to access the insurgent 

groups operating in the semi-governed FATA. Another reason could be that the insurgents are 

indulged in individual combats against the security forces and these tribal groups do not have 

well-organised structures as well as the dedicated media cells which could wish to disseminate 
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their voice in order to counter official propaganda before the groups’ combined struggle since 

December 2007. 

4.1.2.2 Assumptions and Absences 

The assumptions made in the news articles form the basis of many conclusions about the actors 

and the action. Moreover, the omissions made in the news reports result in a vacuum of 

information. 

The articles retrieved from Jang assume the unclaimed crimes committed in the tribal areas are 

perpetrated by the FATA militants. The news stories 1 and 2 assume the insurgents’ are travelling 

to commit terrorism and the articles present the assumption as justification for the military 

operation. It is assumed in the news report 1 that the insurgents are “travelling to Miranshah 

[tribal administrative town with a refugee camp]” (1) for terroristic intents and the military pre-

emptive strike was necessary to stop the devastation they were heading for. Besides, the phrase 

“perhaps these are the people” who attacked NATO forces in Afghanistan (2) assumes the 

security forces have killed the perpetrators. Moreover, the news articles 1 and 2 assume the 

people fleeing from Afghanistan to take refuge into Pakistani tribal areas to avoid NATO military 

operations in Afghanistan are either Al-Qaeda members or the Afghan Taliban. There may be 

few Afghan Taliban and Al-Qaeda members but all refugees can’t be tagged so but the news 

article assumes. Moreover, the articles (3, 4, 5) assume the unclaimed terrorist incidents are 

orchestrated by the FATA militants. The news article 5 reports a bomb explosion at a public 

place which is difficult to say who committed the terrorism before the investigation completes 

but the news report assumes “this [bomb explosion] incident is the continuation of the terrorism 

incidents happening all over the country” (5) which indirectly blames the local FATA insurgents 

for the current activity which they never claimed. Moreover, the phrase which states the IED 

explosion “happened after the killing of a suspected terrorist in the area” (4) assumes the 

perpetrators are the aides of the killed militant, an indirect reference to the tribal militias.  

The articles omit to mention some aspects of events. The articles (1, 2) omit to discuss the 

legality of the killings of so-called Al-Qaeda members which are blamed for the attacks on ISAF 

in another country, Afghanistan. Furthermore, the articles omit to mention the tribes which are 

harbouring these foreigners and on what grounds (for example the economical benefits and the 
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tribal guest protection culture etc.) the tribes are harbouring them. Besides, the article 1 points to 

the presence of US forces on Pakistani soil, participating in military operations alongside the SFs 

but omits to address the legality of such joint military operations on Pakistani soil. The joint 

military operations with the US forces on Pakistani soil are highly controversial and the Pakistani 

establishment denies the existence of such arrangements (2). Further, the articles (3, 4) omit to 

mention the motives behind the militant attacks. The omissions are relevant to mention here 

because the omissions creates a vacuum of information in the news reports which may lead the 

readers to fill the gap with their perceived knowledge from other sources. Moreover, the 

omissions provide half information of the event which may lead to propagate specific type of 

agenda, which favours one of the actors involved in the conflict. 

Typically, the news reports collected from NW assume the military operations are targeted 

against the foreigner warriors present in the tribal areas. The phrases “Pakistan military 

successfully completed the operation against foreigners” (7) and “the operation [. . .] against 

suspected Al-Qaeda members lasted for the whole day” (7) assume the military operations are not 

being conducted against the local tribal population or the local FATA insurgents instead they are 

targeted against the so-called foreigner Al-Qaeda members trespassing into Pakistan from 

Afghanistan. However, the news article 10 negates the news report 7 by reporting the military 

offensive on local seminary which killed the wanted insurgents along many children (10) and 

suggests the operation is also being conducted against the local FATA insurgents. 

The articles collected from NW omit to mention the possible motives behind the activities of the 

insurgents. The objectives behind the insurgents’ travel (6), suicide attack (8) and plantation of 

roadside bomb (9) are not mentioned which left room for speculations. The speculations may lead 

to present the insurgents either as torch bearers of FATA rights or as the foreign funded enemies 

of the state. 

4.1.3 Sociocultural Practices 

4.1.3.1 Dominant Discourse 

The newspapers promote foreigners wage insurgency, military retaliation and seminaries breed 

insurgents discourses. 
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The news articles selected from Jang forward the dominant discourse on foreign insurgency 

which can be summarised as the foreigners wage insurgency into Pakistani tribal areas. The 

articles report the FATA insurgents as “Uzbeks” (1), “Al-Qaeda members” (1, 2), “foreigners” 

(1, 2) and the Afghan “Taliban” (2). Phrases such as “the locals have already promised neither to 

provide sanctuaries nor support to Al-Qaeda members” (2) demonstrate the local tribes promise 

to distance from the foreigners waging insurgency in FATA. The phrases develop the discourse 

that the insurgency is waged by the foreign fighters. However, there are other phrases which 

indicate the existence of local insurgents. The phrases such as “majority of the killed or captured 

individuals seemed foreigners” (2) suggest that local tribal people, although in minority are also 

arrested which let to assume the locals have also joined hands with the FATA insurgents. As the 

above mentioned phrase exhibits the existence of local tribal insurgents, the dominant discourse 

can be rephrased as the foreigners dominated insurgency. In either form, the discourse constitutes 

foundation for the official propaganda discussed in section 2.1.1.1 that the foreign insurgents are 

fighting against SFs. Thus, the discourse legitimises the military operations in the tribal areas 

which are aimed to expel the foreign fighters. 

The news articles also forward a discourse on the military retaliation against insurgents. The 

discourse forwards that the SFs retaliate militant attacks with military operations. In other words, 

the military operations are the consequences of the militancy. The news articles 1, 3 and 5 report 

the military operations as retaliation of violence committed by the insurgents. The discourse 

presents the militant as aggressors who assault on security forces (1, 4), the civilians population 

(3, 5) and the politicians (3) alike. Besides, the discourse present the security forces as defenders 

of the FATA civilians against the armed tribal insurgents. 

The news articles collected from NW are also dominated by the above mentioned foreigners wage 

insurgency discourse. The words and phrases “Al-Qaeda members” (6, 7), “foreigners” (6, 7, 10), 

“Afghans” (7), “Arabs” (7), and “Central Asians” (7) outline the discourse that FATA insurgency 

is carried on by the foreign fighters. Moreover, phrases such as “the four persons killed are Al-

Qaeda related foreigners” (6) and “in the operation against Al-Qaeda [. . .] Arabs and Central 

Asian” warriors are killed (7) demonstrate the foreigners are fighting in FATA against SFs. 

However, phrases like “working to establish the identities of the locals and Afghans arrested” (7) 

form the basis for the above mentioned and modified discourse the foreigners dominated 
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insurgency. As already mentioned, the discourse depicts the insurgents are foreigners waging war 

against Pakistan and creating troubles for tribal civilians. Moreover, the discourse seems motivate 

FATA tribes not to help the foreign fighters instead inspire them to join hands with their national 

security forces to defeat the foreign invaders who are disrupting tribal peace. The foreign 

invaders discourse is of prime importance in the context of Pakistani tribal areas because these 

tribes are known for fighting against foreign invaders including the British and the USSR. 

The news articles published in NW promotes the seminaries breed insurgents discourse. The 

discourse forwards the idea that the wanted, the terrorists, and insurgents take refuge in the 

seminaries. Moreover, the discourse promotes the idea that the religious institutions in FATA 

train the seminary students for terrorist activities and the religious scholars who are supposed to 

be peace promoters are actually the wanted criminals which tutor terrorism. In other words the 

discourse depicts the FATA seminaries as the terrorist factories. Phrases such as “Maulana 

Liaqatullah [seminary manager] was wanted by the local administration since the last year” (10), 

“militancy was being imparted in the seminary” (10) and “it was being used for terrorism” (10) 

depict the Islamic seminaries as bad places and the teachers as wanted. If the discourse is seen in 

broader contexts, it could have severe implication for seminaries in Pakistan generally which 

could be interpreted as terroristic facilities. There are some seminaries in tribal areas which are 

blamed so but overall the seminaries are the biggest charities in the developing nation. Usually, 

the seminaries provide free education, accommodation and food for their students. However, if 

the seminaries are labelled as terrorism related facilities, people will be reluctant to donate for the 

seminaries. The consequences could be that millions of children without education, food and 

shelter. 

The main difference between the coverage of the newspapers is that NW neither presents the 

deaths of SFs nor the insurgents’ as “martyr”. The news articles published in Jang reserve the 

noun “martyr” for security personnel and the verb “killed” is most often used for deceased 

insurgents. The articles taken from Jang describe the objectives of the military operations to fight 

against those i) who are attacking the Allied forces in Afghanistan and ii) who are creating 

troubles for local people. While NW articles do not describes the objectives behind military 

operations. Moreover, the newspapers do not describe the objectives of militants. 

4.1.4 Summary 
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The newspapers’ construction of the FATA insurgents as foreigners could be interpreted as if the 

news discourse is in a state of denial regarding the existence of local insurgency. The newspapers 

depict the FATA insurgents as Al-Qaeda affiliates and other international jihadists relocated in 

Pakistani FATA from Afghanistan and they are using FATA as training facility to wage jihad in 

their countries. The depiction confirms the concerns by international community that FATA have 

become base camp for international terrorism. The news articles depict the insurgents as 

extremely powerful which have unlimited access to most of the conventional weapons. The 

articles collected from NW point to the rebels are in search of more lethal weapons and in their 

quest they have successfully mastered in suicide and IED attacks, the most effective weapons 

killing scores of SF officials and civilians in an attempt. Moreover, the newspaper suggests the 

nation is fighting the US’s GWOT in its FATA. However, the newspapers do not present the 

motives for the FATA insurrection. Moreover, the Urdu-language media is not critical of the 

claims made by the state officials rather the media seems promoting official discourse regarding 

the conflict. Usually, the news articles present the militant attacking security forces thus the 

security forces are reported as retaliating with military operations against the insurgency. 

However, there are a few exceptions. 

The newspapers suggest SFs are committed to re-establish peace and writ of the government in 

the tribal areas. Articles taken from Jang present the LEAs not as aggressive forces but they 

retaliate to the militant provocations. Besides, the article taken from NW depict the forces are 

being attacked by the militants. In spite of facing casualties in militant attacks, the newspapers 

portray the forces are active, energetic and ready to face the challenges by the insurgents. 

Usually, Jang presents the deceased SFs as martyr as compared to the insurgents which are 

referred to as killed. However, NW does not report the deceased SFs as martyr but referred to 

them as killed and died. Exceptionally, the newspaper reports the wanted insurgent as martyrs. 

The newspapers grade the military operations in FATA as successful retaliations against militant 

attacks. Moreover, the articles taken from Jang present big contingents of SF in tribal areas and 

present the SFs as able to establish peace in some of the tribal areas. The newspapers present the 

objectives of the military operations as to fight against foreign militants in FATA. Besides, 

articles collected from Jang present the operations are targeted against those who are fighting 

against ISAF in Afghanistan and against those foreigners who are creating troubles for FATA 
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population but the articles cites examples which shows the operations are also being conducted 

against locals. 

The news articles are reported in indirect speech in both of the newspapers, a common practice in 

the country’s Urdu-language media. The media coverage revolves around government officials 

thus official versions of the events dominate the news reports while voice of the insurgents is 

unheard in the news articles. The reports present the majority of the insurgents are foreigners 

fighting in FATA but the reports don’t focus on rest of the fighters (the minority) which could be 

local residents. Furthermore, the reports describe the infiltration of insurgents from Afghanistan 

to Pakistan but seem ignoring the insurgents’ hosts, the local tribes. 

Articles collected from Jang assume the unclaimed terrorist incidents are perpetrated by the local 

insurgents. The assumption provides basis to malign the FATA insurgents which in turn leads to 

justify that the military operation are targeted against the militants. Moreover, the articles assume 

the people moving from Afghanistan to Refugee camps in FATA are all militants and the 

foreigners present in FATA are the foreign warriors. Besides, the articles collected from NW 

assume the military operations are targeted against foreign militant operating in FATA. 

Moreover, the news articles taken from Jung omit to discuss the legality of the joint military 

operations by SFs with US forces in Pakistani tribal areas. The articles collected from both 

newspapers omit to mention the motives behind militant attacks. 

The news reports collected from Jang are dominated by the discourse foreigners wage insurgency 

in FATA which states the foreign militants are fighting against SFs in FATA. The discourse is 

further refined as foreigners dominate insurgency which means majority of the FATA militants 

are foreign fighters but the local tribal people are also fighting against SFs along with foreigners. 

The news articles forward another discourse on military retaliation, which describes the military 

operations in FATA as military retaliation against insurgents’ attacks. The discourse serves as 

cushion against criticism that SFs are fighting the Pakistani tribal people. The news articles 

collected from NW also promotes the foreigners wage insurgency discourse. The news stories 

also forward the seminaries breed insurgents discourse which points towards the militants’ use of 

seminaries as sanctuaries and training facilities. The killing of wanted insurgents in a seminary 

strengthens the discourse but the discourse could have disastrous consequences if common 
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Pakistanis believe the discourse and do not donate for the seminaries which provide free 

accommodation, food and education to poor children.  

4.2 Second Period 

Second Period is marked by united struggle of likeminded militant groups forged together under 

the TTP banner on 14 December 2007 (see section 1.3.1), spreading their activities to most of the 

country and the period ends with death of TTP chief, Baitullah Mehsud on 5 August 2009. 

4.2.1 Textual Level 

4.2.1.1 The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 

The news coverage of the FATA conflict suggests that TTP is a nexus of Pakistani as well as 

international religious fanatics which are creating problems for Pakistan. 

Typically, articles published in Jang refer to newly emerged Pakistani Taliban as “Taliban” (12, 

13, 14, 15) which could be easily confused with well-known Afghan Taliban (usually referred to 

as Taliban). The ambiguity can led to tag TTP violent activities wrongly with Afghan Taliban 

who claim to be fighting within Afghanistan only. Thus, unspecified references such as “Taliban 

attacked two military vehicles” (13) and “Taliban militants lay a siege of guesthouse of local 

tribal chief” (14) could lead to earn bad name for Afghan Taliban for fighting against SFs and 

local tribes which can create anti-Afghan Taliban sentiment in Pakistani society majority of 

whom regards the Taliban’s jihad against ISAF as justified and have soft corner for the Taliban. 

News reports suggest Pakistani Taliban as an axis of Pakistani and international fighters. Phrases 

such as “big number of Afghans, Chechens, Sudanese, the Tajiks, Uzbeks and other foreigners 

are present in the [tribal] area” (14) depict Pakistani Taliban as foreigners. The articles suggest 

the area is infested with foreign fighters and their activities are creating problems for SFs. 

Besides, articles such as “local Taliban killed three people publicly” (12, 13) and “members of 

National Peace Council [. . .] reached Peshawar after negotiations with chief of Tehreek-e-

Taliban Swat” (14) suggest the FATA insurrection is contributed by local Pakistanis and after 

realising the situation, the state is negotiating with Pakistani Taliban. However, the involvement 

of foreign fighters is actually of greater concern for the authorities as no one knows about their 
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motives. Moreover, articles refer to Pakistani Taliban with negatively connoted words and 

phrases such as “militants” (13, 14, 15), religious “fanatics” (13, 14, 15) and the “miscreants 

were shelled” (13). The reference “militant” relatively appears positive than other words such as 

religious “fanatics” and “miscreants” however the phrases depict TTP as trouble makers. 

Moreover, phrases such as local Taliban “attack on security forces” (11, 12, 13, 14) and “kidnap” 

other tribesmen (14) identify Pakistani Taliban as unprovoked trouble makers for SFs as well as 

for tribal people. Lastly, militants’ deaths in encounters with SFs are reported as “killed” (13, 14, 

15) contradicting TTP versions which project their deceased fighters as martyrs. The implications 

of reporting TTP deaths as “killed” are discussed in sections 1.3.4 and 4.1.1.2. 

News stories published in NW report Pakistani Taliban as “miscreants” (16, 17, 18, 19, 20) which 

being angry with the state, are creating troubles for SFs as well as for tribal population. The news 

articles depict horrific image of TTP as “suicide bombers” (16, 20) which indiscriminately kill 

politicians and dozens of civilians in suicide explosions in public events and religious festivals 

alike. Typically, the articles refer to local Taliban as “unidentified” culprits (17, 18, 19, 20) 

which kill commoners and blow up private properties. Presentation of TTP as mass-murderers 

and hoodlums promotes their inhumane image which depicts the organisation as gang of 

hooligans. Moreover, news reports 16 and 20 portray Pakistani Taliban as ruthless mass 

murderers which neither respect the sanctity of mosques and shrines nor the religious ceremonies, 

thus the articles construct them as religious fanatics. Besides, phrases such as “terrible incident of 

terrorism” by TTP (16) report Pakistani Taliban as terrorists, which are usually done in official 

discourses as well as in international media but rarely in local news media. Thus, the news 

discourses align with government and international media to denounce TTP as a terrorist 

organisation. News reports usually portray TTP fighters as foreigners by tagging them with 

different nationalities such as three of the arrested convicts “belonged to Helmand Province of 

Afghanistan” (16) and “Uzbeks are also among the killed” (18, 19). By reporting the fighters as 

foreigners, the news reports suggest the foreign fighters as root cause of the problem. 

The news articles 18 and 19 present the Pakistani Taliban bearing heavy life and infrastructure 

losses in military operations. Phrases such as SFs “killed fifty warriors” (18) and a large number 

of “extremists killed” (19) present the local Taliban as comparatively much weaker force than 

SFs and TTP is unable to face the security forces hence the “extremists are fleeing” (19) the 
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battlefield. Furthermore, the local Taliban died in military operations are counted in numbers 

while the civilians and the security personnel died in terrorist attacks and military operations are 

reported with their names. Thus, the news articles seem considering the deaths of civilians as well 

as security forces more valuable than the deaths of local Taliban. The articles report insurgents’ 

activities such as “suicide attacks” (16, 20), “car bomb explosion” (17) and targeting police 

station (20) but none of the articles report aims of the Pakistani Taliban. 

4.2.1.2 Pakistani Security Forces 

The news articles depict the LEAs are trying to guard Pakistanis against militant attacks by TTP. 

The articles discriminately report died Pakistani Taliban as “killed” while died security personnel 

are reported as “martyr”. 

The news articles reported in Jang present SFs as law and order maintaining forces which act to 

protect the citizens and the forces merely retaliate against TTP aggression. SFs are depicted as 

equipped with heavy war machinery to quell the insurgency and the security personnel killed in 

their line of duty are presented as martyrs. Typically, the news articles report the SFs are 

“attacked by militants” (12, 13, 14). The SFs are constructed as the forces under militant fire 

which by implication suggests that the forces have legitimate right to defend themselves. The SFs 

are constructed as defensive forces which “retaliate” (12, 13, 14, 15) to local Taliban 

provocations. Phrases such as SFs retook “the hospital back [from Insurgents] and opened [it] for 

public” (15) suggest SFs are fighting against the insurgency for the welfare of general public. 

Further, the news report suggests if the security forces have not acted against the militants the 

local population might have been deprived of their basic health facilities, thus SFs are presented 

as assuring health facilities for tribal population. Moreover, the t SFs are reported as “rescuers” 

(11) which provide relief to the tribal civilians against TTP suicide attacks. The local police are 

reported as “shift[ing] dead and injured” (11) victims of the attacks to hospitals which depict SFs 

are helping to save civilian lives. Further, there are news articles which present the security forces 

as “quick response forces” (11, 14). Besides, the news articles 13 and 14 report the deaths of 

security forces as “martyrs” (13, 14, 15) contrary to insurgents’ deaths which are reported as 

“killed” (13, 14, 15) thus constructing the deaths of security forces as sacred against the deaths of 

the local Taliban. The discriminative presentation of the deaths as “martyr” and “killed” is a 

matter great concern for local Taliban and many journalists have lost their lives for such 
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reportage discussed in section 1.3.4. In the ordeals with the Pakistani Taliban, SFs are reported as 

“thwart[ing] militant attack” (14) and facing little or no life and infrastructure losses and 

inflicting heavy losses to the militants. So, the news report presents the SFs have advantages such 

as being equipped with latest war machines over the Pakistani Taliban in the ongoing military 

operations. 

Usually, the news reports published in NW characterise SFs as law enforcement agencies which 

are vulnerable to TTP aggression. Moreover, the articles propose the forces are advancing despite 

all the difficulties. The news articles present the police as “efficient and skilled” (16, 20) security 

agency reaching the incident spot quickly, securing the area, conducting investigations and 

arresting the suspects. Moreover, the news articles present the Army as an ultimate “security 

force” (18, 19) which is committed to maintain rule of law in the tribal areas. 

In spite of the fact that police could not secure the areas they were assigned and the insurgents 

struck with suicide bomber which killed in dozens, the phrases like “adequate security 

arrangements were made” (16) suggest police made proper security arrangements. Moreover, the 

articles present the local police as “law and order” (16, 17) maintaining force which is unable to 

stop the ongoing terrorism by TTP. Further, phrases such as “big number of civilians donated 

blood for injured [police]” (17) present the police as victims of local Taliban aggression thus the 

phrase aligns the security forces with civilians whose lives and properties are also not safe from 

TTP. The civilian blood donations for SFs depict the people believe the forces are also under 

local Taliban aggression like them which presents the local civilians support the forces against 

the local Taliban. Thus, the phrase constructs the tribal people supports SFs which are usually 

characterised as to support their own tribesmen. 

The news report 17 suggests the SFs and their security installations as magnets to attract TTP 

attacks thus the article suggests the surroundings of SFs and their installations are “vulnerable” 

(17) to violence by TTP. Moreover, phrases such as “security forces bombarded suspected 

militant hideouts” (18, 19), “security forces closed roads” (18, 19) and “militant attack thwarted” 

(18) exhibit the forces as powerful to regain control of the areas over run by TTP. Lastly, the 

forces are outlined as overwhelmingly powerful, powered by war machines like war planes, 

heavy guns launching attacks on militant’s hideouts with artillery shells and fighter jets. The 
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forces are presented as “advanced on” certain battlefields (18, 19, 20) against Pakistani Taliban 

which presents the forces are regaining control over rest of the tribal areas under militant control. 

4.2.1.3 Military Operations 

A first general observation is that the articles suggest military operations are meant to target only 

the miscreants in order to re-establish law and order in FATA. The operations are presented as 

fruitful in that the militants are being killed or driven out of the areas which resulted in better 

security. However, the operations are also constructed as yielding collateral damage. 

The news reports collected from Jang present security crisis in FATA and SFs are conducting 

operations to re-establish peace in the areas. Usually, the news reports present the military 

operations as “retaliations” (13, 14, 15) against rebellious FATA insurgents and sometimes 

unknown miscreants which are usually supposed as Pakistani Taliban. The articles are aimed to 

justify the military operations as responses to provocations by Pakistani Taliban. Moreover, there 

are news reports which employ the phrases “intense fighting” (13, 14, 15) and “curfew 

continued” (13, 14, 15) depict FATA as a war zone. Besides, there are news articles which report 

the military operation as “clash” (14). The articles portray the full scale military operations 

involving fighter jets, cannons and other military hardware as mere skirmishes. Further, there are 

phrases such as “search operations” (14, 15), “militant hideouts shelled with heavy cannons” (15) 

and “after establishing control over the areas the security forces strengthened their positions” (15) 

which present the operations are yielding more areas to SFs out of the clutches of militants and 

the forces are advancing against Pakistani Taliban. 

Phrases such as “civilians killed” (11), “school destroyed in the shelling” (13), “marble factories 

destroyed” (14) and “women and children are among the killed” (15) present the military 

operations are causing collateral damages, thus suggesting that the operations are causing 

troubles and yielding civilian deaths. Furthermore, phrases such as “food and medicine gone 

scarce” (15) and the “electricity and telecommunication systems paralysed” (15) demonstrate the 

military operations yielding humanitarian crises in the areas. The phrases present the troubles and 

problems usually associated with any military conflict and with the usage of the war machinery 

the problems exists in the FATA conflict. The articles hint towards the problems faced by 

civilians and highlight the issue to minimise the collateral damages.   
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The news articles published in NW describe bad security situation in the semi governed FATA. 

The articles, further report the military operations are meant to “maintain law and order” (16, 18, 

19, 20) in the areas. Moreover, the news articles such as 16 present the operations are launched to 

“arrest the suspects” (16) of mass murder from local seminary which is an indirect reference to 

Pakistani Taliban. As the local Taliban are associated with local seminaries in Pakistani tribal 

areas and LEAs’ search for suspects in the religious schools hints the suspects are the local 

Taliban. Furthermore, the articles 16, 18 and 19 depict the military operations are launched 

against internal and external extremists present in FATA, thus the articles suggest the operations 

are not against the local peaceful tribes but the operations are meant to target the problem 

creators. The news articles negate the previously made official claims in section 4.1.1.1 that the 

military operations are not being conducted against the local FATA peoples. 

The articles 18 and 19 depict the military operations as successes against FATA militants thus the 

articles present the military operations are the effective strategies to settle the conflict. Moreover, 

phrases such as “curfew imposed” (18, 20) “curfew relaxed” (18) and “flag march” (20) depict 

the operations are yielding writ of the government which presents the government is in control of 

the area thus justifying the operations are strengthening government control. However, news 

articles such as 19 report the “artillery shells killed eight civilians” (19) which present the 

military operations are inflicting collateral damage of civilian casualties and public properties 

thus the phrase highlights the ill-fate of local civilians which are either being killed in the military 

operations or at the hands of the Pakistani Taliban. 

4.2.2 Discursive Practices 

4.2.2.1 Ways of Reporting and Usage of Sources 

The news stories published in Jang and NW are reported indirectly. In addition, the news articles 

analysed in this part of the study are dominated by official sources. 

Usually, the news articles collected from Jang present government official versions in very 

beginning of the news reports thus prioritising them over rest of the claims. Moreover, the news 

stories reporting the military operations reference different ISPR representatives, which present 

military point of view (13, 14, 15). Usually, the articles (11, 12, 14) are not critical of official 

claims which is seen as justifying official discourses. But, the articles 13 and 15 distance 
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themselves from the claims made by the warring factions. The sentences such as “however, 

[other] sources couldn’t confirm the [official] claims” (13) and Pakistani Taliban loyal to Mullah 

Nazir deny the official claims that they attacked and killed soldiers (13) challenge military claims 

of being attacked. Moreover, the sentence “Swat Media Centre Representative expressed his 

unawareness of the killings of security personnel” (15) suggests the military spokesperson refutes 

TTP claims. The usage of specific phrases and words such as “according to” and “claimed” in the 

news articles “according to military representative” (13), “according to Swat Media Centre the 

Government has distributed 46.5 million Rupees among the victims” (14) and “according to local 

sources twenty dead bodies recovered from Sheikhpo” (15) suggest the news reports distance 

from the TTP as well as state official assertions. But, this distancing from the claims doesn’t 

happen always as the news reports incorporate police (11) and other state officials (14) 

uncritically. Exceptionally, news stories refer to local “Taliban representative[s]” (13, 15) but 

their claims are always contradicted with the official versions. 

The news reports reference local news sources which includes local reporters/ journalists and 

local media organisations. Furthermore, some of the articles conceal their news sources by 

referencing them as “local sources” (12, 13) and anonymous sources etc. (11, 12, 14), which 

could be understood as to respect the privacy of the news sources as many journalists are killed 

by the Pakistani Taliban or unknown assailants for news reporting issues as highlighted in section 

1.3.4. Moreover, some of the news reports such as 15 reference medical and relief work 

organisations serving in the area, which are referenced properly. Typically, the news stories refer 

to international news agencies like “AFP” (11, 14) and the “BBC News” (13) uncritically. 

Typically, the assertions made by the official sources in the news articles taken from NW are 

presented before mentioning others sources which lead to assume the official sources are 

prioritised. The news articles (16, 17) use police sources to present details of the incidents and 

following investigations. However, none of the news reports argues against the claims made by 

the police sources. But, the phrase “security sources of Pakistan confirmed the [foreign 

militants’] killings” (18) suggests the news report as critical of the claims made by other news 

sources by confirming with Pakistan military sources. News reports (19, 20) rephrase the claims 

in such a way that it becomes difficult to even guess what is claimed by which source. It becomes 

unclear whether the claim is made by the news source or it is the voice of the reporter. 
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Additionally, the news reports do not argue against the claims which suggest the articles 

legitimise the vaguely mentioned sources. Moreover, the news articles do not provide detailed 

information about their news sources except the official sources. The news article 18 references 

“eye witnesses” to ascertain the details of the incident but the article does not provide any other 

information regarding the news sources. Moreover, the news articles 16, 18 and 20 make use of 

diverse local news media and the international news agencies like SANA News, Online, AFP and 

BBC to count details of news events but none of the claims made by the news media are dealt 

critically.  

Typically, voice of the Pakistani Taliban is missing in the news reports collected from NW. The 

exact reason for not including the TTP voice is unclear. However, one can guess the possible 

reason could be the Government declaration of TTP as a terrorist organisation. Along with other 

restrictions, the declaration limits the local media to highlight TTP voice. Among other reasons, it 

could be the difficulty to access the insurgents as described in the section 4.1.2.1. 

Usually, the official discourses are legitimised but there are news stories which are critical of the 

official accounts. Moreover, there are a few news stories in Jang which include the TTP voice 

critically while rest of the news reports from both newspapers don’t include TTP voice. Besides, 

the news reports reference local and international news agencies uncritically. 

4.2.2.2 Assumptions and Absences 

The news articles assume the unclaimed attacks on SFs and on public places are committed by 

TTP. Typically, the news articles assume the foreigners present in FATA as aides of TTP. 

Moreover, the objectives behind the attacks are not mentioned in any of the articles. 

The news reports collected from Jang assume the anonymous assaults are carried out by local 

Taliban which find sanctuaries in seminaries. The attacks on civilians and security forces 

reported in the articles 11 and 13 are neither owned by any individual nor any organisation in the 

articles however, news stories assume the attacks are perpetrated by local Taliban. Phrases such 

as “law enforcement agencies arrested four suspects from a seminary” (11) assume the suicide 

attacks are launched by the people related to religious schools or at least the perpetrators find 

refuge there. The assumption relates the seminary with terrorism thus the articles connote the 
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Islamic learning schools with terrorist breeding grounds. The Implications of the assumption are 

discussed in details in section 4.1.3.1.  

The articles omit to discuss the collateral damages as a result of military operations. The article 

13 reports numbers of Pakistani Taliban are killed as a result of heavy shelling by fighter jets and 

artillery mortars on TTP sanctuaries. However, the sufferings of women and children are not 

reported assuming no women and children accompanied with the local Taliban living and 

fighting in their own villages and towns. Moreover, the civilian infrastructure losses which are 

usually associated with Arial bombings and artillery shelling are not reported. Moreover, the 

articles omit to discriminate between warring and non-warring foreigners in Pakistan. Phrases 

such as “a big number of Chechens, Uzbeks, Sudanese, the Tajiks, Afghans and other foreigners 

[fighters] are found in the [tribal] area” (14) assume all of the foreigners present in FATA are 

militant fighters. The news articles further assume the foreigners are aligned with the Pakistani 

Taliban thus constructing all the foreigners including the refugees present in refugee camps in 

FATA as militants and aides of TTP. Besides, the phrase “the killed people had confessed of 

killing [local Taliban] comrade” (12) justifies the civilian killings by Pakistani Taliban as revenge 

for the killing of their fellow Talib. However, rest of the articles (11, 13, 14, 15) omit to mention 

the reasons for Pakistani Taliban attacks on political workers as well as against SFs. The reasons 

are vital to understand the cause of the ten years old conflict but the omission could lead to 

misinterpret the Pakistani Taliban’s objectives. 

All of the new articles (16, 17, 18, 19, 20) selected from NW omit to mention the cause of the 

long conflict. Moreover, the news reports omit to explain reasons for the Taliban attacks on the 

local politicians as well as the security forces. Besides, the news reports omit to mention why the 

security forces are launching the operations. The reasons for the conflict should have been 

mentioned which could help to understand the conflict as well as the point of view of the 

Pakistani Taliban and the state. 

The news report 16 counts official version of the explosion “in this devastation [in Urdu-

language Takhreeb Kari] 5 to 6 kg explosive material was used”. The official employ Urdu-

language phrase “Takhreeb Kari” for the bomb blast instead most of the other news reports 

employ other Urdu-language phrases such as “Bomb Dhamaka” (bomb explosion). The word 

“Takhreeb Kari” used for this bombing could be interpreted as a reference to a series of 
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bombings in Pakistan in the 1980s which were usually termed as “Takhreeb Kari”. Furthermore, 

it is widely believed that the 1980s bombings were usually carried out by Afghan migrants into 

Pakistan on the behest of KGB
22

 and RAW
23

 and in the case of this news story three suspected 

Afghan migrants have also been arrested. The narrative of the news report and especially the 

usage of Urdu-language phrase “Takhreeb Kari” seem suggesting the bombing is carried out by 

the foreigners’ (American, Afghan or Indian) agents (the local Taliban) in Pakistan, thus 

constructing the Pakistani Taliban as committing terrorist activities on the behest of foreign 

players. 

Typically, the news articles 16, 18 and 19 report foreigners in FATA as militants which suggests 

all foreigners present in tribal areas as foreign militants. Moreover, the articles mention the 

foreigners along with the Pakistani Taliban which aligns the foreigners with Pakistani Taliban. 

Thus, the news stories construct all the foreigners present in the FATA as foreign militants 

fighting against Pakistani security forces alongside the Pakistani Taliban. 

4.2.3 Sociocultural Practices 

4.2.3.1 Dominant Discourse 

The news articles analysed in Second Period forward Pakistanis dominate insurgency, military 

might, mass-murderer and public supports the military discourses. 

The dominant discourse emerging from the news reports published in Jang is Pakistanis 

dominate insurgency. The discourse presents TTP as a nexus of Pakistani and foreign militants 

who are creating security problems for local civilians as well as law and order challenges for SFs. 

The discourse resembles the foreigners dominated insurgency discourse forwarded in the news 

articles analysed in the section 4.1.3.1 in terms that both of the discourses exhibit the insurgency 

is waged by local as well as foreigner fighters in FATA. However, the Pakistanis dominate 

insurgency discourse promotes that FATA insurgency is dominated by Pakistani tribal fighters an 

opposite view from the foreigners dominated insurgency discourse which describes the FATA 

insurgency is dominated by the foreign fighter. Moreover, the Pakistanis dominate insurgency 

discourse endorses the US claim the Afghan Taliban and related Al-Qaeda operatives find safe 

                                                             
22 USSR’s secret service, The Committee for State Security (KGB) 
23 Indian secret service, The Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) 
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heavens in the Pakistani FATA. Further, the discourse legitimises the military operations being 

conducted by SFs in order to fight the militancy waged by the local and foreign fighters. 

The other discourse forwarded in the news stories is the military might discourse. The discourse 

presents SFs are more powerful than the local Taliban and with the help of military might the 

forces have established control over most of FATA. A second component of this discourse is the 

forces are busy in military operations to cleanse the rest of the tribal pockets infested with TTP 

fighters. The discourse addresses national as well as international concerns about whether the 

security forces are capable of handling the insurgency. The discourse develops the presentation to 

Pakistanis that SFs are capable of defending their citizen and can defeat the local Taliban. 

Moreover, the discourse seems to convince the Urdu-language audience and more indirectly the 

US that the Pakistani security forces are conducting successful military operations to drive out 

foreign fighters and hence Pakistan is liable to be helped with financial assistance and military 

hardware to enhance its capacity to fight the US war on terror in Pakistan more effectively. 

Furthermore, the discourse addresses the international concerns about whether the Pakistani 

forces are able to guard its nuclear arsenal from local Taliban who are believed of having close 

ties Al-Qaeda. Finally, the military might discourse boost the security personnel’s morale in their 

fight against the insurgency that they are equipped with more powerful war machinery than the 

local Taliban and with the usage of the military might they are about to achieve the victory. 

The news articles taken from NW are dominated by the mass-murderer discourse. The discourse 

suggests Pakistani Taliban are mass-murdering innocent civilians in car bombings and suicide 

attacks. The discourse further depicts the local Taliban as enemies of the Pakistani Muslims. The 

mass-murderer discourse presents the local Taliban as indiscriminate murderers who attack on 

the public places killing dozens of people in bomb explosions. The discourse seems addressing 

those segments of common Pakistanis who believe that the Pakistani security forces should not 

launch operations in the tribal areas against peaceful tribal fellow citizens. Further, the discourse 

suggests the local Taliban as bad boys which are killing innocent civilians thus the discourse 

paves way for the military operations to punish the belligerent Taliban. Moreover, the mass-

murderer discourse also targets the religious Muslim circles in Pakistan who are in a fix either to 

support their national security forces or to support the local Taliban having religious 

connotations. The discourse suggests that the local Taliban are exploding suicide bombers in 



 

Page 74 of 157 

 

mosques killing numbers of Muslim worshippers which true Muslims cannot do. Thus, the 

discourse presents the local Taliban as enemies of Pakistani Muslims. The mass murderer 

discourse may lead Pakistani Muslims to disengage themselves from supporting the local Taliban 

which are killing their fellow civilians in streets and religious places alike. 

The other discourse that circulates in the news articles is the public supports the military. The 

discourse underlines the law enforcement agencies have public support against the local Taliban. 

In other words, the discourse forwards that FATA people favours SFs against the local Taliban 

thus suggesting the insurgents are losing public support and the security forces are winning hearts 

and minds of FATA peoples. The public support is always crucial for any insurgency as well as 

for any nation to indulge into a war and especially against its citizens. So, if the public continue 

to support the SFs in the ongoing military operations in FATA, to which the discourse points to 

then it will be difficult for the local Taliban to continue the insurgency for long time as they are 

losing public support with the passage of time. Moreover, the discourse suggests that SFs are 

winning public sentiments which could be understood as the population hails the security 

measures to end the insurgency and the tribal population respects the sacrifices the forces are 

offering to end the militancy in FATA which means TTP losing public sentiment. 

4.2.4 Summary 

Analysis of the news articles collected from the newspapers seem depicting TTP as foreign 

terrorists, petty criminals causing death and infrastructure losses to SFs. The news coverage 

suggests the newspapers are behaving as an extension of government propaganda machinery. The 

articles report Pakistani Taliban as foreigner fighters which suggest TTP might have established 

mutually beneficial relationship with the foreigners that they wage jihad alongside TTP in 

Pakistan and Afghanistan and in return TTP provide them sanctuaries in FATA. Moreover, the 

newspapers depict TTP as a terrorist organisation involved in activities such as mass murders, 

suicidal attacks and car bomb explosion killing civilians. The news reports suggest the 

organisation does not hesitate to commit the terrorism during religious ceremonies. Additionally, 

Jang reports TTP is involved in kidnapping for ransom which suggests the organisation raises 

finances out of the criminal activities. Moreover, vague references to Pakistan Taliban employed 

in the news coverage can serve to malign the Afghan Taliban for the crimes committed by TTP in 
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Pakistan. The articles disapprove the deaths of Pakistani Taliban as “killed” in comparison to the 

deaths of the SFs which are honoured as “martyrs”. 

The newspapers portray the SFs as law and order maintaining forces committed to restore the rule 

of law. In the course of upholding the law, the forces are being attacked by TTP militants. The 

news articles retrieved from NW present the security installations are on the Pakistani Taliban’s 

hit list thus the newspaper suggest the people should avoid the vicinity of the installations. The 

newspaper in a way, suggests the SFs which are guarding the civilians have become security 

threats for Pakistanis. Moreover, in the ongoing FATA conflict SFs are presented as winning 

tribal peoples’ hearts and minds. Further, the security forces are constructed as efficient and 

professionally skilled forces that have re-established control over some of the areas and the forces 

are committed to secure rest of the areas and they are advancing against the local Taliban. 

The news stories reported in Jang suggest the forces are technologically superior as they are 

equipped with the latest war machinery. The newspaper presents the forces as quick response 

forces which retaliate to the local Taliban provocations thus the newspaper depicts the military 

operations in FATA as mere retaliations. In other words, the newspaper presents TTP insurgency 

as the cause of military operations in FATA. However, the nation started military campaigns in 

FATA after Pakistan joined the United States’ GWOT in 2001 as noted in section 1.3.1. 

The news stories analysed in this part of the study are reported in indirect speech. One of 

consequences is that some of the news reports are rephrased in such a way that it becomes 

difficult to distinguish between the voices of news sources and journalists. Typically, the 

newspapers use different news sources but the official news sources dominate the news reports. 

The news reports begin with official accounts of the events and most often the official claims 

remain unchallenged and the news reports seldom contact with other warring factions to confirm 

the claims made by a faction. The analysis suggests the official sources dominate the news 

reports in both of the newspapers. However, some of the news reports taken from Jang seem 

distancing from the official claims as well as the reports are highly critical of the claims made by 

the local Taliban. Typically, TTP voice is missing from the news reports collected from both 

newspapers. The newspapers do not provide enough details of their news sources which may be 

due to security concerns. However, the news articles provide adequate information about the 

official and TTP news sources if referenced. 
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Usually, the articles published in both of the newspapers omit to mention the reasons behind TTP 

attacks on civilians and SFs. The news reports omit to differentiate between the foreign fighters 

and peaceful foreigner refugees living in the areas thus depicting all the foreigners living in the 

FATA as militants and as if they were all related to TTP. Moreover, none of the articles mentions 

the reasons behind the bloody conflicts. Furthermore, the usage of specific Urdu-language 

phrases for bomb blasts on public places connotes to 1980s series of bomb explosions killing and 

injuring hundreds of Pakistani citizens. The connotation presents the local Taliban are waging 

insurgency at the behest of foreign powers. 

The dominant discourse forwarded in the news reports published in Jang is Pakistanis dominated 

insurgency. The discourse suggests the tribal insurgency is dominated and waged by the local 

fighters while foreign fighters present in less numbers. The discourse promotes the US claims the 

Afghan Taliban and other Al-Qaeda related fighters find refuge in Pakistani tribal areas. The 

military might discourse considers SFs as more powerful than the insurgents and the forces are 

capable of defeating the insurgents. The discourse addresses the local audience at the same time 

to have faith in SFs and support them to combat the insurgency. Moreover, the mass murderer 

discourse dominates the news articles retrieved from NW. The discourse states TTP is mass 

murdering the local civilian population in bomb blasts. Further, the discourse forwards the idea 

that local Taliban as enemies of Muslims.   

4.3 Third Period 

Third Period is characterised by gradual weakening of TTP and recession of its major activities 

back to FATA and adjoining areas. 

4.3.1 Textual Level 

4.3.1.1 The Pakistani Taliban 

The articles analysed in Third Period continue to portray a confrontational image of Pakistani 

Taliban. The articles suggest that tribal civilians are distancing themselves from local Taliban 

which is coupled with rise of anti-TTP actors in the war theatre. Moreover, the articles do not 

focus on TTP aims. 
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News reports analysed in Jang portray local Taliban as poised to confrontation against the state 

institutions. The articles refer to TTP with phrases such as “militants fired four missiles on 

Jandola FC Fort” (21), “warriors” (21, 22, 23), armed “militants” killed (22, 24, 25) and “armed 

extremists” (24). The articles associate TTP with fire arms, militancy and extremism which 

construct them as poised to confrontation and violence. Moreover, phrases such as “security 

forces arrested terrorist commander” (21), “terrorists fired three powerful rockets on police post” 

(22) and military “operation against terrorists” (23) report the local Taliban as terrorists. The 

depiction is comparatively frequent in Third Period which suggests Jang is getting bolder and 

assertive against TTP militancy. Besides, references to FATA insurgents such as local “Taliban” 

(21, 24, 25), “Tehreek-e-Taliban” (22) and “Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan” (23) seem construct 

their separate identity as Pakistani Taliban. Typically, phrases such as the killed “Afghan 

commander [. . .] belonged to Afghan Province Kunar” (22) persistently blame foreigners for 

FATA uprising. Moreover, phrases such as “three important [TTP] commanders [. . .] are among 

the killed” (21), the killed commander Fatah “was chief of military wing [. . .] of banned 

Tehreek-e-Taliban” (22) and “personal security guard of TTP chief, is arrested” (23) demonstrate 

TTP as a banned organisation which is rapidly losing its operational commanders which suggest 

big losses to TTP. Besides, arrest of the security guard and killing of TTP military wing chief 

create an impression that TTP clergy is reachable by SFs. 

Phrases such as “severe clash between warriors of Baitullah and warriors loyal to Haji Turkistan 

killed 90 overall” (21), the “warriors of Baitullah Mehsud attacked Turkistan Bhittani’s tribe, 

burning forty houses which intensified the clash” (21) and “militants [. . .] lay down their 

weapons and took oath” of being faithful to GOP (22) demonstrate that Pakistani Taliban are no 

more a united front. The phrases suggest grave differences among local Taliban led them to part 

their ways in such a way that they are inclined to perish each other. A group of TTP factions 

including Bhittani faction is believed of opposing TTP’s fight against SFs instead they stress to 

fight against ISAF in Afghanistan while other group which includes Baitullah faction is pro to 

fight against both. The phrases further depict some of Pakistani Taliban are as tired of the conflict 

and that by disbanding militancy they are paving way for peace in tribal region. 

Phrases such as a “roadside bomb [perpetrated by TTP] killed three underage brothers” (21), 

police “confiscated big cache of illegal weapons and narcotics” from militants (22) and SFs 
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“confiscated [. . .] automatic weapons, suicide jackets, car bomb explosive devices, jewellery, 

cash and prize bonds” from militants (23) depict Pakistani Taliban as greedy criminals involved 

in drug trafficking and dacoities. The phrases undermine the local Taliban’s jihadist narrative 

presented in section 1.3.1 which demands them to be above their personal gains and interests. 

Moreover TTP activities are also reported as causing collateral damage. 

Articles published in NW present Pakistani Taliban as dangerous and outlaws. Typically, articles 

represent Pakistani Taliban with phrases such as “extremists” (26, 27, 28, 29, 30), “militants” 

(26, 28, 29) and “unknown armed men” (26, 28). The articles depict local Taliban as radical and 

aggressors in pursuit of their political objectives. Moreover, phrases such as “Baitullah’s Taliban 

attacked the Taliban of Turkistan Bhittani [which are] supported by Government” (26), “fighting 

between the extremists of Baitullah Mehsud group and National Army killed twenty” (27) and 

“militants killed a volunteer of Ambaar Peace Committee” (29) portray revolts by local Taliban 

groups and other tribal groups against TTP. The phrases point towards a trend among local 

Taliban groups which are not only shattering back into individual tribal militias but are turning 

their weapons against other Taliban groups. Besides, the phrases point towards the emergence of 

new stakeholders such as National Armies and Peace Committees discussed in section 1.3.1 

which have stepped into the FATA conflict to resist TTP. So in the changed circumstances, TTP 

is weakening. 

Phrases such as “one teacher killed another injured” (26) “another school blown” (27) and the 

“militants blew the Government Primary School in Gulbadshah” (29) depict TTP do not like 

teachers to educate FATA children. The articles suggest if TTP demands are not met by teachers, 

they can be killed. Moreover, the phrases suggest TTP use to detonate educational institutions 

and they struck again. The above mentioned reports add the “enemies of education” posture to 

the constructions of TTP. Moreover, phrases such as “roadside bomb [planted by unknown 

assailants] killed three children” (26), “aides of Tofan [Baitullah faction’s commander of TTP] 

start setting on fire the houses of common people” (27) and “ex-district president of ANP 

[political party] [. . .] killed by unidentified assailants” (28) suggest non-combatant political 

community is also being targeted by TTP. The phrases suggest the local Taliban’s presence 

invites troubles and the residents have to pay TTP presence with losses of their properties and 

lives.  Additionally, phrases such as “fearing of [Pakistani] Taliban’s arrival, people have already 
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fled the areas” (27) describe FATA residents’ fear of TTP. The phrases portray people fear of 

either TTP’s extreme religious views or possible military operations for TTP’s presence in their 

areas. In either way, the phrases suggest FATA people have lost their confidence in TTP. Thus, 

the articles hint towards a big blow to the popularity of TTP and their insurgency in tribal areas 

which are regarded as home ground to the organisation. 

4.3.1.2 Security Forces 

The articles depict that the SFs are committed to maintain law and order and the forces are 

fighting against TTP to save FATA people. The articles further depict the FATA civilians support 

the SFs in the FATA conflict. 

The news reports collected from Jang legitimise the operations which are being conducted by 

SFs and the forces are presented as trusted by the FATA civilians. The articles report SFs are 

under militant fire. The descriptions such as “extremists attacked a convoy of security forces” 

(21), “unknown terrorists fired three powerful rockets on police check post” (22) and the security 

“forces retaliated” (23, 24, 25) present the SFs are being attacked by local Taliban. The 

“retaliatory” discourse presents the forces fire at the local Taliban in their defence. So, on one 

side SFs’ actions are presented as responses to militant attacks and on the other side the narration 

present SFs under militant aggression. The news articles present, despite militant attacks, SFs are 

able to secure some of the tribal areas. Moreover, the phrases such as “search operation 

[conducted] by the security forces” (21, 23) and the “security forces cordoned off the areas and 

started search operation” (23) present the forces have successfully re-established control over 

some tribal areas and the articles further suggest SFs can cordon off and launch search operations 

when and where needed. Besides, some other presentations such as the “security forces shelled 

militant hideouts which destroyed many vehicles and damaged a seminary” (21), “security forces 

shelled militant positions which killed thirty militants and destroyed three hideouts” (22) and 

“security forces shelled the house killing thirty extremists” (22) present SFs are effectively 

eliminating the local insurgents and destroying their sanctuaries. The phrases depict SFs as 

dominant and effective in curbing the rebellion. Furthermore, phrases such as “over 900 militants 

killed and sixty security personnel martyred” (23), “two FC constables died and five severely 

injured” (24), the clashes left “one security personnel martyred and eighteen injured” (25) present 
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the personnel as martyrs in the nation’s fight against insurgency. The phrases further establish 

that forces are facing tough resistance by the local Taliban. 

Phrases such as “Governor, Inspector General of Police [. . .] and many other police officers and 

constables participated in funeral ceremony of the dead constables” (24) and they are “buried 

with full official honour” (24) depict GOP honours the sacrifices of its martyred security 

officials. Moreover, the ceremony glorifies the deceased personnel as martyrs. However, the 

news articles don’t report any of such ceremonies held by the insurgents. Further, phrases such as 

“like our other country fellows, PAF has also been at the service of our troubled brothers” (21), 

“inauguration ceremony of Water Filtration Plant by PAF for [. . .] college colony” (21) and “two 

tehsils are retaken from the Taliban groups” (25) present LEAs as successful forces which are 

retaking the tehsils previously overrun by TTP. Furthermore, SFs are presented as busy in 

development works in the areas thus the phrases depict the government forces’ image as 

rebuilding the destroyed infrastructure. The rebuilding discourse is further strengthened by SFs’ 

resolve to continue to help the aggrieved countrymen. Besides, SFs’ positive image is further 

highlighted by phrases such as “tribal chiefs completely endorsed the forces” (21). The statement 

certifies that the SFs’ military operations in FATA are actually the efforts to relieve the FATA 

tribes of Taliban militancy. Thus, the statement presents the tribal people support SFs. 

The news articles collected from NW depict the SFs are committed to root out TTP militancy 

from the country. Moreover, the newspaper suggests the FATA population supports SFs against 

the local Taliban. Typically, news reports present SFs as provoked by the local Taliban. Phrases 

such as “extremists attacked a security forces convoy but after retaliation the militants flee” (26), 

“mortar attack [. . .] injured three personnel” (27) and “extremists attacked a [. . .] check post 

killing police and FC personnel each” (29) report the security forces are under militant attacks. 

The articles depict the military operations are retaliations of militant attacks on SFs. Further, 

phrases present TTP have become relatively more powerful after having access to more 

sophisticated weapons like “mortars” and “rockets” and the training to operate them. The news 

reports depict the Pakistani Taliban even having access to more lethal weapons than their usual 

assault weapon the AK-47 (Kalashnikov) and the warfare training, despite this insurgents are 

unable to stop SFs’ advance. Besides, phrases such as “security forces destroyed houses of six 

militants” (26), the “fighter jets’ shelling killed ten extremists” (27), and “clash with security 
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forces killed three extremists” (28) present SFs are destroying TTP hideouts and killing them in 

large numbers. Moreover, articles present SFs are launching powerful bombardments and the 

local Taliban are vacating the areas one by one. Thus, the articles suggest SFs will drive out the 

miscreants and eventually there will be peace in the war torn FATA. The question could be asked 

that if the security forces were so overwhelmingly powerful, then why were the extremists able to 

challenge the writ of the state in FATA? The answer is that the security forces were never 

deployed in FATA, not even on the border areas between Pakistan and Afghanistan previously. 

The news reports such as “unannounced curfew imposed in Mingora” (26) and “security forces 

regain control over many areas” (30) present SFs are controlling authority in the tribal areas and 

TTP authority is being challenged by LEAs. Moreover, the phrases present SFs have established 

writ of GOP in Mingora and many other areas previously over run by TTP, give hope that LEAs 

will ultimately be able to secure the areas which are still under TTP influence. Moreover, some of 

the news articles suggest the FATA tribes are tired of militancy in their areas. Phrases such as 

“National Peace Council demanded in a press statement to root out the terrorism” (27) and the 

international “aid to end the terrorism should be spent on the development of tribal areas” (27) 

report the tribal representatives demand from GOP to root out militancy from their areas thus the 

news articles depict the tribal leaders disowns the local Taliban. Moreover, they believe that 

tribal development aid is not being spent on their areas which might be due to the security related 

issues. They encourage SFs to wipe out militancy from their areas. The phrases suggest the tribes 

recognise the militancy is a hurdle in the way of development and they expect the development 

work from GOP but not from TTP. 

4.3.1.3 Military Operations 

The news reports analysed in this part justify military operations as necessary to bring peace in 

FATA. Moreover, the articles suggest the operations are being conducted on the demand of 

FATA tribes. Typically, the operations are reported as causing collateral damage. 

The articles collected from Jang portray the military operations as pacifying the FATA militancy. 

Besides, the operations are also causing people to take refuge in safer areas. Phrases such as the 

military operation “destroyed many vehicles and damaged a seminary” (21), in the military 

operation “thirty militants killed and their three hideouts were destroyed” (22) and “in the twelve 
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days operation, four extremists killed and more than forty arrested” (23) depict the operations are 

eliminating the trouble makers. Moreover, phrases suggest the operations are matter of few days 

only followed by normalcy in FATA. Phrases such as “first phase of the Katling Operation 

completed” (23), “preparing for the next phase” (23), “all check posts abolished” (23) and the 

inauguration of water filtration plant (21) demonstrate that once the military operations are over 

in some areas, SFs will move to other troubled areas. The phrases suggest the operations are a 

continuous process and SFs are committed to complete victory over the FATA militancy. 

Moreover, the articles depict the operations as creating favourable circumstances for 

development projects in FATA which construct the operations are paving way for development 

of the areas. 

The news articles report the public support for military operations and their consequential 

displacement. Phrases such as “tribal chiefs [. . .] supported the military operation” (23), the 

chiefs “thanked the [. . .] government for launching the operation [. . .] which restored peace in 

the areas” (23) and “the operation led thousands of civilians to take refuge in the [neighbouring] 

[. . .] areas” (25) report the operations are launched following the demands by FATA tribes. The 

phrases suggest tribal population support FATA operations which mean they align themselves 

with SFs to get rid of TTP militancy. The phrases further report the operations are displacing the 

tribal people to camps setup for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). The phrases point to 

undesirable effects of the military operations. 

Typically, the news reports collected from NW favour the military operations. Moreover, the 

news articles depict the civilian population supports the operations. However, the news articles 

report the limited scale collateral damage. Phrases such as “attackers flee after retaliation” (26), 

“FC retaliated by shelling on suspected militant hideouts” (27) and the “retaliation [. . .] killed 

fifteen extremists including an important commander” (29) tone the military counter-attacks 

down as mere “retaliations” against militant attacks on officials, SFs and their installations. 

Moreover, the articles suggest the operations are producing results in either killing or arresting 

the extremists thus constructing the operations as helpful to overcome the insurrection. Moreover, 

phrases such as “successful military operations” (26), “coordinated operation launched against  

extremists” (28), “security forces regain control over many areas” (30) and SFs are “preparing for 

new operations” (30) suggest the well planned and coordinated operations have established writ 
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of GOP, over the areas previously overrun by TTP. Further, the articles suggest the operations are 

a continuous process and they will continue until the militancy is rooted out from FATA. 

The articles suggest collateral damage as consequences of the military operations. Phrases such 

as “roadside bomb [planted by the local Taliban] killed three children” (26) and “including a 

women, two tribal civilians killed” in cross firing (27) report civilian population is suffering due 

to the military operations in the tribal areas. Moreover, phrases such as “National Peace Council 

demanded in a press statement to root out the terrorism [from FATA]” (27) and “the aid to 

eliminate terrorism should be spent on development of tribal areas” (27) demonstrate that tribal 

council members demand development in their areas. The phrases further depict the tribal 

member believe GOP can develop their areas. Besides, the phrases relate the development with 

the elimination of “terrorism” thus the phrases suggest the successful completion of military 

operations will lead to the beginning of development work in tribal areas. 

4.3.2 Discursive Practices 

4.3.2.1 Ways of Reporting and Usage of Sources 

The news stories are dominated by official news sources. The articles legitimise the official 

claims with uncritical approaches to official claims. Further, the articles do not include the voices 

of TTP except the Pakistani Taliban groups which do not challenge the government authority. 

The news stories collected from Jang are dominated by official news sources. Usually, the news 

stories legitimise official discourses leaving the voice of local Taliban unheard. The articles are 

reported in indirect speech i.e. they summarise or paraphrase what the source says. Typically, the 

news reports (21, 23, 25) refer to official news sources which include ISPR, FC, Police and PAF 

officials. Moreover, the news sources include international and national news agencies and some 

other local news sources. News articles such as 21, 22, 23 and 24 begin narrating official 

assertions and continue to do so without questioning or countering the official claims. The news 

reports present the uncontested claims of a warring faction which suggest the news reports are 

legitimising the sources. But, phrases such as “according to news agency” (22) and “according to 

[. . .] sources” (23, 24, 25) seem distancing from the official claims. However, many phrases such 

as “local and independent sources could not confirm the deaths of the extremists” (25) refute the 

official claims. 
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The articles refer to vaguely mentioned news sources such as “according to an American news 

carrier” (21) and “according to news sources” (22, 23). The reasons for keeping the news sources 

and the news agencies anonymous could be the security concerns for news sources and reporters 

working for the news agencies. Moreover, the articles take the claims such as “an American news 

carrier reported [. . .] overall ninety people killed in the clashes” (21) and “according to a German 

broadcasting organisation [. . .] retaliation killed fifteen militants” (24) by the international news 

agencies as granted. The articles neither challenge the claims nor cite other news sources to 

confirm them. The uncontested claims suggest the news articles legitimise the foreign news 

agencies. Typically, article 21 includes the voice of Pakistani Taliban. The news article reports 

clashes between two groups of TTP i.e. Pakistani Taliban faithful to Haji Turkistan Bhittani and 

the Pakistani Taliban faithful to Baitullah Mehsud. The article includes only the group faithful to 

Haji Turkistan Bhittani, a pro-government Pakistani Taliban warlord. However, Baitullah 

Mehsud’s faction of TTP is left unheard. The rest of the articles do not include the voices of TTP. 

The news articles collected from NW legitimise the official claims, with mentioning the voices of 

the pro-government Pakistani Taliban. The official news sources dominate the news coverage. 

Further, the articles are reported in indirect speech. Moreover, the articles refer to official and 

TTP news sources, the international and national news agencies.  There news articles tend to hide 

identity of official sources such as “an official from Kurram Agency” (27), “according to 

official” sources (28) and “according to security sources” (30) suggest the news reports do not 

want their sources to be known, possibly due to security concerns or the sources might have not 

been allowed to speak about the issue. However, phrases such as “according to SANA News” 

agency (26), the “BBC” (27, 28), “City Police officer [. . .] told” (29) and “according to [FATA] 

Political Administration” (30) suggest the articles provide limited information about their news 

sources. 

Typically, the news reports do not contest the claims made by their news sources. Phrases such as 

“clashes erupted when supporters of Tofan start burning the houses of common civilians” (27), 

“according to the official, a local Taliban Commander [. . .] and his two aides [. . .] are killed” 

(28) and SFs’ “retaliation [. . .] killed twelve extremists” (30) suggest the news reports endorse 

what their sources claim. Moreover, news articles rarely refer to local Taliban news sources. 

Phrases such as “Turkistan Bhittani claims that overall 60 to 70 Taliban are killed in the clash” 
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(26) and the “Tehreek-e-Taliban Mohmand accept the responsibility for both of the attacks” (29) 

report the voices of the Pakistani Taliban. The claims made by pro-government TTP warlord 

Turkistan Bhittani, are not contested. However, the phrase “contradicting details are being 

received about the killings” (26) suggest the article distances from claims made by the warlord. 

Besides, article 29 merely references TTP to claim responsibility for attacking SFs. However, the 

articles do not mention the cause of TTP attacks against SFs. 

4.3.2.2 Assumptions and Absences 

With a few exceptions, the articles omit to mention the voices of Pakistani Taliban fighting 

against SFs. The consequences of the assumptions and omissions are that a half picture of war 

theatre is being propagated. The half-picture illustrates the local Taliban as aggressors assuming 

the rest of the factions are the victims. 

Typically, news articles omit to differentiate between pro-government and anti-government 

Pakistani Taliban which develop an aura that all Pakistani Taliban are fighting against SFs. The 

articles omit to mention the voice of anti-government Taliban. Nouns such as “extremists”, 

“militants” and “terrorists” applied alternatively in phrases  such as “unidentified terrorists fired 

three rockets [. . .] in Bannu” (22), “eleven militants killed [. . .] in Kurram Agency” (23) and 

“extremists attacked a check post in Orakzai Agency” (25) assume the Pakistani Taliban 

belonging to different tribal areas as a single entity, TTP. The studies assume TTP factions which 

united in 2007 to begin an armed resistance against SFs (section 1.3.1) are still united in their 

fight. However, the phrase “a severe clash among the warriors loyal to Baitullah Mehsud and 

Haji Turkistan in North Waziristan killed ninety warriors” (21) suggest split in the united front at 

least on the issue of fighting against SFs. Moreover, a news report refers to a PAF top official 

who says “like our other country fellows, Pak Air Force has also been at the service of our 

troubled brothers” (21). The phrase “country fellows” could be understood as a reference to the 

Army which is leading the relief works for IDPs including setting-up IDP camps and providing 

them other necessities of life. Moreover, the official’s resolve that “we will collectively defeat the 

evil designs of fistful terrorists” (21) could be interpreted as a reference to the ongoing 

collaboration between PAF and the Army in the FATA conflict. 
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The main absence is that none of the articles include the voices of anti-government TTP factions. 

News story 21 reports an intra-TTP clash between the factions of Turkistan Bhittani and 

Baitullah Mehsud. The news report includes Bhittani faction’s claim of being attacked by the 

other uncritically but the voice of Baitullah faction is absent. In other words, the news report 

incorporates the voice of pro-government Taliban only. The news report could be regarded as 

legitimising the pro-government Pakistani Taliban. 

News reports published in NW omit to mention the causes for TTP attacks. The news articles 

omit to mention the voice of TTP. The articles assume anti-TTP actors such as SFs and tribal 

groups such as National Armies, Peace Committees and the TTP factions like Bhittani group are 

victims of TTP aggression. Phrases such as “Taliban belonged to Baitullah Mehsud attacked with 

heavy weaponry on the place of pro-government Taliban Commander Turkistan Bhittani” (26), 

“clashes between the extremists of Mullah Tofan, a commander of Baitullah Mehsud and the 

National Army [. . .] started as aides of Tofan start burning houses of common people” (27) and 

“the militants killed a volunteer of Ambaar Peace Committee in Mohmand Agency” (29) assume 

the local Taliban as aggressors who are setting the houses of common people on fire. Moreover, 

the phrases suggest that TTP is fighting at many fronts simultaneously. However, the articles 

omit present causes for TTP attacks against anti-TTP actors which let to assume Pakistani 

Taliban as aggressors. Moreover, under the self-defence plea, the assumption provides the anti-

TTP actors with right to counter attack the Pakistani Taliban. Besides, the articles present the 

local Taliban as killing politicians and destroying private and public properties without any 

purpose. Phrases such as “aides of Tofan start burning the houses of common people” (27), “ex-

district president of ANP (local political party) [. . .] killed by unidentified assailants” (28) and 

“militants blew the Government Primary School Gulbadshah after planting explosive material” 

(29) need explanations about the possible motives behind the violence committed by TTP. 

However, the news reports omit to mention the intent of the local Taliban for the reported 

activities. The omission depicts the insane image of local Taliban. 

Typically, the news articles omit to include the voices of local Taliban except article 26 which 

presents the voice of the pro-government Bhittani faction of TTP. Article 29 made a brief 

reference that “Tehreek-e-Taliban Mohmand claim responsibility for both of the attacks” (29). In 

spite of the above mentioned examples which build perception that TTP voices are included, one 
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can argue the news reports omit the voice of the local Taliban fighting against SFs. Moreover, 

leaving the warring faction unheard creates a gap of information and one cannot know the 

motives behind the insurgency. Further, the omission suggests the local Taliban started the armed 

conflict. Moreover, the article 30 report that GOP has closed Pak-Afghan border for security 

concerns in Pakistan in the holy Month of Muharram. The report can be understood as a reference 

to Pakistan’s official claims that TTP terrorists infiltrate from Afghanistan into FATA to instigate 

sectarian terrorism against Shia Muslims. 

4.3.3 Sociocultural Practices 

4.3.3.1 Dominant Discourse 

The articles analysed in this period forward TTP’s operational crippling, multiplayer, peace and 

development and TTP spreads illiteracy discourses. 

The articles collected from Jang suggest that TTP is losing its grip over FATA due to their 

internal feuds and by the rise of new militias. Moreover, there are good Taliban which oppose 

fighting the SFs. The TTP’s operational crippling discourse dominates the news stories. The 

discourse suggests the organisation is weakening with the passage of time. The articles report that 

Pakistani Taliban are being killed in big numbers. Moreover, the local Taliban are losing their top 

commanders including the close aides to TTP chief. The rise of pro-government Taliban, the 

newly emerged National Armies and Peace Committees further pose existential challenges for 

TTP. The discourse suggests if the organisation continues to lose its members, leading 

commanders and the infrastructures being reported, it could prove fatal for the operational 

capability of the organisation. 

Another discourse to which news articles give rise to is the multiplayer discourse. The discourse 

presents the government and TTP are not the only stakeholders in FATA. The discourse argues 

that TTP factions which are not fighting against the state have also emerged as distinct powers 

other than TTP. The articles demonstrate Haji Turkistan’s warriors as the example of good 

Taliban in the areas because they accept the writ of the government and they support military 

operations against the bad Taliban which are fighting against the government. So, the discourse 

suggests the bad Taliban are not the sole power players in FATA. But, the good Taliban and other 

anti-TTP powers like the National Armies and the Peace Committees have also emerged as the 
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stakeholders in FATA. The discourse hint that if government could help the good Taliban and 

other anti-TTP factions with finances and weapons, these new actors can help the government to 

re-establish peace and writ of the state in the tribal region. Moreover, the news stories also give 

rise to peace and development discourse which states the civilian population in tribal areas is 

tired of militancy and they urge for peace and development in their areas. The news articles 

suggest tribal people trust and support SFs and demand the government to bring peace and 

development in their areas. The discourse suggests SFs can bring peace and development in 

FATA which TTP failed to do. 

 News reports collected from NW suggest TTP is weakening in its operational capabilities. 

Moreover, articles propose the government could not secure FATA population and their 

properties from TTP. The above mentioned TTP’s operational crippling discourse also dominates 

the news articles collected from NW. The articles suggest that local Taliban’s internal feuds gave 

rise to a new group of factions such as Pakistani Taliban loyal to Bhittani which do not favour to 

fight against SFs but are committed to wage jihad along Afghan Taliban against ISAF as 

discussed in section 1.3.1. The separation of the factions from TTP cadres on one side suggest 

weakening of the organisation but on other side skirmishes of these factions against other TTP 

factions suggest a big blow to the operational capabilities of TTP. Pakistani Taliban’s clashes 

with National Armies and Peace Committees also suggest TTP is restricted to specific tribal 

areas. The above mentioned division suggest some of the potential TTP recruits might have 

joined anti-TTP forces which limits TTP’s manpower supply. The discourse suggests the above 

mentioned factors are leading to damage the operational capabilities of TTP. 

The news articles give rise to TTP spreads illiteracy discourse. The discourse suggests that 

Pakistani Taliban do not like children attending government schools in FATA. The discourse 

emerges from the news articles which report TTP kills school teachers and destroys many 

educational institutions in tribal areas. Exact reasons for killing teaching staff and blowing public 

schools are not known. The reason might be that Pakistani Taliban who are taught in seminaries 

believe the traditional education being imparted in government schools have little or no 

importance from their interpreted religious point of view. The reason suggests religious fanatics 

discourse. Another reason could be that SFs might have been using the school buildings as base 
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camps for military operations against TTP and the killed teachers might have been suspected of 

spying for government. 

4.3.4 Summary 

The news articles analysed in Third Period depict Pakistani Taliban as militants who are poised to 

terrorism by exploding bombs in public places, attack politicians and SFs. Typically, the articles 

studied in Jang depict the local Taliban as robbers which undermine TTP jihadist narrative. 

Moreover, the newspapers depict TTP as gradually weakening for Pakistani Taliban’s internal 

differences, which is coupled with killings and arrests of their important commanders. Thus, the 

articles suggest that TTP is heading to collapse. There are however, articles in NW which suggest 

the local Taliban do not like government schools. Further, newspapers report collateral damage 

for the violent activities carried out by TTP and terrified people are taking refuge in areas 

controlled by SFs thus the news coverage seem suggesting FATA tribes prefer to live under SFs. 

News articles collected from NW report military operations as skirmishes which killed Pakistani 

Taliban in large numbers. While articles collected from Jang describe military operations are 

yielding peace in the tribal areas previously controlled by TTP. The articles suggest security 

officials died in their line of duties as martyrs which are honoured in official ceremonies attended 

by state dignitaries. The news reports suggest the deceased security officials sacrificed their lives 

for a just cause. Further, the newspapers suggest SFs launched operations which are demanded by 

tribal population and the operations are followed by development projects. The news articles 

taken from NW demonstrate an urge for tranquillity and development among the tribal people and 

they demand this from the government, which suggests the people trust on SFs can bring peace 

and development in war torn FATA. Usually, the newspapers support military operations. 

However, there are such articles which report collateral damage caused by military operations. 

Moreover, tribal leaders’ demands for development aid to be spent in FATA suggest that the 

people desire for progress and development in their war ravaged areas. The tribal support for 

military operations is crucial because the support legitimises the operations. The articles associate 

development work with successful completion of the military operations. However, articles 

collected from the newspapers suggest the operations are producing IDPs. Further, articles 

collected from Jang portray TTP’s hostility and militancy as hindrance to development and once 
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SFs overcame it, the development work in FATA will follow its due pace which will bring 

prosperity and happiness in the tribal region. 

News coverage in both newspapers is dominated by official news sources. Typically, official 

claims are rephrased in such a way that it becomes difficult to differentiate between the voices of 

journalists and officials which lead to assume the reporters align with official claims. Typical for 

the articles published in Jang refute as well as distances from official claims. Additionally, news 

reports collected from the newspapers uncritically entertain the claims made by foreign news 

agencies which tend to reinforce the claims. Reasons for being uncritical could be on one hand 

the limited journalistic resources available for local news agencies to ascertain the details but on 

the other hand renowned journalists working for the international news agencies which are 

difficult to be disagreed. Usually, the articles do not include the voices of local Taliban but there 

are exceptions which report the voices of pro-government Taliban uncritically. Rarely, articles 

published in NW include the voice of TTP however the claims remained uncontested. Usually, 

articles collected from NW provide enough information about official news sources but other 

news sources are not introduced properly. The reason behind vague references could be the 

security concerns for news reporters and news sources. Besides, articles collected from Jang 

assume the local Taliban are still united as TTP. The news reports seem to build on assumption 

that the local Taliban still have unlimited supply of human, weapons and financial resources once 

available for the organisation. However, the articles refute the assumption by reporting internal 

fight within TTP. Moreover, articles published in both of the newspapers omit to mention 

motives behind TTP attacks on civilian and military targets. The omission presents TTP as 

irrational and poised to create troubles for Pakistanis which develops their troublesome 

impression. 

The newspapers are dominated by TTP’s operational crippling discourse. The discourse suggests 

that due to TTP’s internal fights along with the killings of their top commanders and with the rise 

of pro-government tribal militias the organisation’s operational strength is weakened. The news 

reports collected from Jang advance good-Taliban discourse. The good-Taliban are some of the 

Pakistani Taliban groups which have individually signed peace accords with government not to 

fight against SFs rather they are focused to fight against ISAF in Afghanistan. The discourse 

suggests an opportunity for government to strengthen the good-Taliban to fight against militants 
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which are creating security problems in Pakistan. Moreover, the articles advance multiplayer 

discourse which suggests Pakistani Taliban are not the only power player in FATA but newly 

emerged tribal militias are also asserting their authority in the areas. The discourse suggest a 

large number of tribal factions are fighting against different rivals thus it construct chaotic picture 

of FATA where one does not knows exactly who is killing whom and for what reasons. 

4.4 Similarities and Differences Between Jang and NW 

Among the similarities, as far as the newspapers’ treatment of the actors and the action is 

concerned, usually the newspapers treat them in the similar ways as discussed below. However, 

in spite of the similarities, the newspapers’ coverage differs in the following ways.  

4.4.1 Pakistani Taliban 

4.4.1.1 Similarities 

- Generally, the newspapers construct the militant as Pakistanis and foreigners waging war 

in Pakistan as well as jihad in Afghanistan alongside the Afghan Taliban against ISAF. 

- The newspapers construct them as trained warriors who have access to latest weapons and 

they are improvising their weapons in the form of suicidal vests and IEDs. 

- The militants are constructed as terrorists aiming to disrupt peace in Pakistan and create 

troubles for the SFs as well as for the civilians. 

- The insurgents are depicted as warmongers who indiscriminately start firing with firearms 

as soon as they saw the SFs. 

- The insurgents are constructed as religious extremists who find sanctuaries either in tribal 

areas or the Islamic seminaries in Pakistan. 

- The newspapers do not mention the aims of the militants. 

- The newspapers constructs that due to heavy life and infrastructure losses to TTP, 

including fights among different TTP factions and the rise of pro-government militias and pro-

government Taliban, TTP has not remained as powerful and resourceful as it was few years back. 
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4.4.1.2 Differences 

- Jang reports Pakistani Taliban are negotiating with government to reach a peace deal. 

- Jang reports TTP is involved in kidnapping and killing of civilians. They are also 

constructed as greedy who involved in petty crimes. 

- Jang reports many warriors are shunning the militancy and resolving to lead peaceful life. 

- Jang constructs TTP as killers of US troops in Afghanistan. 

- NW report TTP killed teachers, politicians, and burnt down the properties of non-

combatant civilians. 

- NW constructs the killed wanted insurgents as innocent and reports them as martyrs. 

4.4.2 The Security Forces 

4.4.2.1 Similarities 

- The newspapers construct that the SFs are being attacked by TTP and in response to the 

aggression the SFs retaliate. Although, all of the activities of the forces are not reported as 

retaliations but a general impression is so. 

- The newspapers construct the SFs as active, energetic, rapid action and efficient forces 

which are operating in the tribal areas in large contingents and can cordon off any area and 

conduct search operations as needed. 

- Generally, the newspapers construct died security personnel are embracing holy deaths by 

reporting them as “martyrs” in comparison to died Pakistani Taliban which are constructed as 

facing unholy deaths by reporting them as “killed”. 

- The newspapers construct the SFs are much powerful than the insurgents and the forces 

have thwarted many militant activities. 

- The newspapers construct the SFs try to limit the collateral damage. 
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- The newspapers suggest the tribal population supports the SFs in the FATA conflict. 

4.4.2.2 Differences 

- Jang constructs the US forces are also participating in the military operations alongside 

the SFs. However, latterly the news coverage contradicts the involvement of the US forces in the 

operations. 

- Jang constructs the SFs try to limit the collateral damage by reporting that the forces 

negotiated the safety of the women and children with the insurgents. 

- Jang constructs the SFs are involved in the rescue operations in response to TTP attacks 

on civilians. 

- Jang reports the forces negotiated the safety of the women and children with the 

insurgents. 

- Jang constructs the government honours the sacrifices of the SFs. 

- Jang constructs the SFs are completing their development projects in the areas taken back 

by the SFs from the militants. 

- NW constructs the vicinity of the SFs and their installations as vulnerable to TTP attacks 

thus seems suggesting the civilians avoid going near to the SFs’. 

- NW reports the forces using less firepower implying minimising the collateral damage and 

the loss of human lives. 

- NW suggests the forces trying to minimise the problems associated with conflict by 

reporting the forces offered the insurgents to a chance to surrender. 

- NW constructs the SFs are using a large amount of sophisticated war machinery such as 

cannons, military armour vehicles supported by PAF’s fighter jets against the militants using 

mortars, small rockets, landmines, suicidal attackers and IEDs. 

4.4.3 Military Operations 
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4.4.3.1 Similarities 

- Generally, the newspapers construct the operations are not launched against the peaceful 

tribal civilians but the operations are retaliations against TTP attacks on the SFs and the FATA 

civilians. 

- The newspapers report the objectives of the military operations as the operations are 

targeted against Pakistani and foreigner militants to restore peace in the tribal areas. 

- Although rarely, the newspapers construct the operations are yielding collateral damage 

and the tribal people are leaving those areas where operations are being conducted. 

- The newspapers construct the operations are leaving numbers of Pakistani Taliban dead 

and severely damaging their infrastructure. 

- The newspapers construct the operations are meeting their objectives i.e. to clear the tribal 

areas of TTP. 

4.4.3.2 Differences 

- Jang report the objectives of the military operations as the operations are targeted against 

those who attack ISAF in Afghanistan and also against those who are creating difficulties for 

FATA civilians. 

- Jang construct Pakistan has allied with US in the GWOT and conducting the operations 

on US directions against those who are fighting against the allied forces in Afghanistan. 
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5 Conclusions 

The chapter presents the conclusions drawn from CDA of thirty news articles selected from two 

leading Pakistani Urdu-language newspapers, Jang and NW as well as establishes relationships 

between the analysis carried out in “Analysis” chapter 4 and the theories discussed in 

“Theoretical Framework” section 2.1 and the studies reviewed in “Previous Research” section 

2.2. The chapter begins by establishing correlation of the studies reviewed and the theories with 

the results drawn from the analysis in “Connection to Previous Research and Theories”. The 

sections “Construction of TTP”, “Construction of SFs”, “Construction of Military Operations” 

and “Dominant Features of the News Discourses” answer the research questions asked in “Aims 

and Research Questions” section 1.2 and relate the findings with the theories. Finally, the chapter 

suggests proposals for further research in “Recommendations for Further Studies”. 

5.1 Connection to Previous Research and Theories 

As mentioned in section 1.1 that I was not able to find any study which analyses the coverage of 

TTP by Pakistani news media. So, the results of this study cannot be compared to any of the 

research conducted on the FATA conflict. However, the individual findings noted in the studies 

reviewed in “Results of the Studies” section 2.2.4 can be compared with the results of this study. 

Ryan and Switzer (2009, p.60) analyse role of the media in US’s run-up for war on terror against 

Iraq in 2003 conclude that the journalists relied only on the US government’s news sources which 

mislead the media and their audience. Likewise, my findings based on the analysis also conclude 

that the news coverage of the FATA conflict by Jang and NW are dominated by Pakistani 

government news sources. Often, the news reports iterate official claims which lead to conclude 

that the newspapers align with the government against TTP. 

The analysis suggests that Pakistani news media have radicalised against TTP in a similar way as 

the western media have done against the Muslim militant organisations as noted in “Media and 

Terrorism” section 2.1.2.2. Pakistani newspapers report only the voices which support military 

operations in FATA and the news coverage suggest military operations as the only choice to end 

the tribal militancy. Further, the newspapers do not report the voices against military incursions 

which support my above mentioned observation about media radicalisation in Pakistan. 
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5.2 Construction of TTP 

As regards the TTP, the newspapers’ rigid stance against the tribal militancy as noted in the “First 

Period” in section 4.1 which considers TTP’s jihad as terrorism tends to weaken in the second 

and third periods of the analysis. The UN resolutions discussed in section 2.1.2.1 consider the 

criminal acts against unarmed civilians with the intensions to harm them as terrorism. So, in the 

light of the definitions, this study regards Pakistani Taliban’s attacks against civilian population 

such as TTP attacks killed over seven and injured over 40 civilians (3, 5), roadside bombs killed 

three children (21) and burning of civilian’s houses (21, 27) as terrorism. Furthermore, my 

observation based on the analysis suggests a trend that construction of Pakistani Taliban as 

“foreigners” and “terrorists” which appears frequently in “First Period” tends to decrease 

gradually. The decline might be due to the tribal militants named themselves as TTP since 

“Second Period” begins or the threats to journalists working in the tribal areas discussed in 

“Reporters’ Working Conditions” section 1.3.4 or both of them. Whatever the reasons might be, 

Pakistani journalists appeared to be cautious in reporting TTP and tended to designate them with 

relatively neutral words such as “extremists” and “militants” which appear frequently in the 

“Third Period” section 4.3. Even then, the reporting of Pakistani Taliban as “foreigners”, 

“terrorists”, “extremists” and “militants” connote the newspapers denounce TTP. If the reporting 

of TTP is viewed in the light of “us versus them” theory which is discussed in section 2.1.3, 

Pakistani Taliban are constructed as “them”. 

The news coverage by the newspapers seems to fall under the proposed definitions of propaganda 

discussed in “Propaganda” section 2.1.1.1.1. The analysis reveals that a warring faction’s (the 

SFs’) voice dominates the news coverage while other faction’s (TTP’s) voice is kept silent. The 

exclusion of insurgents’ voices resulted that one does not know the objectives behind the ongoing 

insurgency since over ten years. The reasons for not including TTP’s voice are unclear but related 

assumptions are briefly explained in sections 4.1.2.1 and 4.2.2.1. Moreover, the exclusion of 

TTP’s stance points to the definition of propaganda discussed in the section 2.1.1.1.1. According 

to the definition proposed by Taylor, propaganda does not account for the whole picture of a 

conflict rather it conveys only part of the truth about the conflict (Taylor, 2003, p.10). My 

observation based on the analysis suggests that the newspapers propagate government’s point of 
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view of the battlefield which led me to conclude that the news coverage serves as official 

propaganda. 

The actors (Pakistani Taliban and government forces) in the FATA conflict consider their war 

against each other as jihad and regard their individuals died in the conflict as martyrs. However, 

my observation based on the analysis suggests that the news coverage denies TTP’s jihadi 

narrative which is briefly discussed in “The FATA Conflict” section 1.3.1 by depicting TTP 

involved in criminal activities. The analysis suggests the newspapers align with the SFs’ view 

and report their dead personnel as martyrs in comparison to died Pakistani Taliban which are 

reported as killed, the unholy death. The observation further strengthens the conclusion that the 

newspapers favourably report the government forces in the FATA conflict. As the “us versus 

them” theory posits that news media align themselves with the warring faction which they 

include in their collective “us”. So, I argue that the Urdu-language newspapers align themselves 

with the SFs. 

TTP’s Islamic belief of jihad which is discussed in the section 1.3.1 contradicts with the 

Government’s belief. On one side, Pakistani Taliban’s declaration of jihad against government 

highlights TTP’s Islamic belief that an organisation can declare jihad against an Islamic state
24

 

and if it is so then died TTP jihadists are essentially designated as martyrs. On the other side, the 

newspapers report that official representatives designate dead security officials as martyrs which 

suggest the government is waging jihad against an outlawed organisation, the TTP. It needs 

another study to figure out who is actually waging jihad but it is evident from this study that both 

of the actors struggle to establish their identity with Islam. Jowett and O’Donnell (2012, p.7) state 

(see section 2.1.1.1.1) that propaganda is intentional effort to “to shape perceptions, manipulate 

cognitions, and direct behaviour to achieve a response” to support the propagandist’s objective. 

My analysis shows that each actor in the conflict seems to justify his war against infidel in order 

to win Muslim public opinion in Pakistan (96% of whom are Muslims, as noted in section 

2.1.3.1). 

                                                             
24 Pakistan declared itself an Islamic state in 1973. Among Islamic jurisprudents, it is debatable whether jihad can 

be declared against an Islamic state. Moreover, it is also debatable whether an organisation in Islamic state can 

declare jihad or it is the right of the Muslim state to do so. 
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Moreover, the news coverage of military operations suggest that TTP posses shadowy 

characteristics and the organisation is a major threat to liberal values in Pakistan which exhibits a 

similarity with the result concluded by Thussu (2012, p.6) about media coverage of the militant 

organisations working in Muslim countries by the western news media discussed in “Media and 

Terrorism” section 2.1.2.2. 

5.3 Construction of SFs 

As the SFs are concerned, the analysis suggests the newspapers align with the forces’ claims that 

Pakistani Taliban create troubles and security issues for the state. The newspapers rephrase 

official claims in such a way that the reports give impression that the claims are the voices of the 

reporters. Moreover, both of the newspapers tend to characterise the SFs as active and efficient 

LEAs which are conducting military operations in FATA to re-establish the rule of law 

challenged by Pakistani Taliban. The analysis further suggests that in the SFs efforts to do so the 

forces are often attacked by TTP. The analysis depicts the SFs are not offensive rather defensive 

which merely retaliate the militant attacks which may not always be the case. The SFs are 

depicted as “active”, “energetic”, present in the tribal areas in “large contingents” and can impose 

curfew and conduct search operations as needed. Further, the analysis suggests although a 

conflict is ongoing in the tribal region but the forces have established control over the situation in 

the areas and they are killing the trouble makers in big numbers. However, it is observed that the 

news coverage highlight only the successes of the SFs but not the setbacks faced by them which 

mean the newspapers might be reporting part of the truth about the battlefield and only the 

features of the conflict which support the government’s point of view which is observed as 

propaganda in the section 5.1. 

Generally, my observation based on the analysis suggests that the SFs are constructed positively 

and the Urdu-language newspapers align themselves with the SFs. The analysis suggests the SFs 

merely retaliate against TTP attacks on Pakistani civilians and the SFs. Some of the news articles 

report the SFs retaliated to militant attacks but all the military operations are not reported as 

retaliations. However, the news coverage develops a dominant perception which suggests the 

SFs’ activities as retaliation. The perception depicts the civilians and the SFs as victims and 

Pakistani Taliban as aggressors. Further, the analysis suggests the newspapers depict the SFs as 

law and order maintaining forces while portraying the TTP as a nexus of Pakistani and foreign 
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terrorists. Moreover, the analysis suggests the media glorify dead security officials as “martyrs” 

while condemning dead Pakistani Taliban as “killed”
25

. If I view the construction of the actors in 

the light of “us versus them” theory, both Jang and NW include the SFs in their collective “us” by 

reporting them favourably. While by disapproving TTP’s actions as terrorism and aggression, the 

newspapers construct Pakistani Taliban as “them”. As Nohrstedt’s (2009, p.100) observation 

discussed in section 2.1.3 that news media apply the “us versus them” principle to distribute their 

compassions, my analysis of the news coverage of the FATA conflict testifies the observation. 

Moreover, in the contexts of this study, the Urdu-language newspapers chose both the “us” and 

“them” from Muslims against the well known depiction of “us” versus “them” as Non-Muslims 

versus Muslims as observed by Nordström (2002, p.18) and Nord and Strömbäck (2002, p.119) 

discussed in section 2.1.3. Further, in this study, both the “us” and “them” exist within the 

boundary of a single state, Pakistan contrary to other studies such as Nohrstedt (2009, p.100) and 

El-Gody (2005, pp.177-179), which find “us” and “them” living in different countries and 

continents.  

Another reflection derived from considering my results in light of this theory is that constructions 

of “us versus them” are problematic not only because of their potential discursive consequences, 

that is, how they influence the ways in which people think and talk about the world, but also 

because of how they may influence the ways in which people act on the world. In the specific 

case studied in this thesis, one can see how the reporting in some cases such as Pakistan being the 

single deadliest country for journalists in 2011 killing ten journalists (RSF, 2011) and Pakistani 

Taliban threatened to kill the journalists working for Radio Mashaal and Deewa Radio in 

Pakistan (Safi, 2012) led to violent activities. 

5.4 Construction of Military Operations 

As regards the military operations, the analysis suggests they are launched to retaliate militants’ 

attacks and to maintain law and order in the troubled region. The newspapers report the 

objectives of the military operations as to target the Pakistani as well as the foreigner evil doers 

which are creating security issues for Pakistan and making the lives of its civilian painful. The 

newspapers seem rejecting the idea that operations are launched against peaceful Pashtun Tribes 

                                                             
25 As analysed in the Analysis Ch.5 and noted in section 6.1 
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inhabited in FATA. Further, the analysis notes the military operations as “retaliations” (as 

discussed in section 5.3) against TTP attacks on government and civilian targets thus the 

newspapers justify the operations as state’s responses to TTP’s criminal activities. The analysis 

further suggests that the newspapers tone down large-scale military operations, involving 

Pakistan Army using artillery, armoured combat vehicles and other army hardware supported by 

Pakistan Air Force with Fighter Jets pounding bombs and missiles on militants, calling them 

small-scale “skirmishes” with tribal militants. The analysis suggests that the newspapers hail the 

military operations and construct them favourably but they almost do not mention the problems 

associated with the operations such as it is discussed in section 5.2 with reference to the 

construction of Pakistani Taliban. My observation relates the news coverage to the definition of 

“news management or ‘spin’” proposed by Jowett and O’Donnell (2006, p.1) that “spin” glorifies 

the positive features and de-emphasises the negative features associated with the news is 

discussed in section 2.1.1.1.1. Moreover, the newspapers grade the military operations as 

“successful” which suggests the SFs have regained control over many tribal areas previously 

overrun by Pakistani Taliban. The analysis suggests that the operations are heavily resisted by 

TTP. However, the “intense fighting” during the operations left a numbers of “militants killed” 

and the SFs regained control over many areas. Moreover, the newspapers depict that the military 

operations are achieving their goals i.e. to eliminate Pakistani and foreign jihadists and their 

sanctuaries from FATA as noted in section 1.3.1 and to re-establish writ of the government in the 

tribal areas. Thus, the newspapers seem to construct the approach that among all possible 

solutions of the FATA militancy such as to disengage from the US’s GWOT, the military 

operations against the militants are the most suited solution. 

The newspapers seldom report the problems and difficulties faced by non-combatant community 

during the military operations rather the media seem to create an impression that the FATA 

military operations are supported by the tribes. The newspapers report a lot of deaths of Pakistani 

Taliban while the coverage seldom reports collateral damages during the military operations 

employing cannons, fighter jets and gunship helicopters in the towns and villages of FATA. 

Thus, the news coverage seems downplaying the negative features and highlights the positive 

features of the conflict which promotes the SFs favourably. Jowett and O’Donnell (2006, p.1) 

discussed in section 2.1.1.1.1 argue the media practice to downplay negative features and 

highlights positive features as “news management or spin”. Moreover, the news coverage 
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suggests the usage of cannons, military tanks and aerial bombardments in FATA leaves 

negligible collateral damage which may not be true. As the usage of military hardware against the 

militants living among civilian population in small towns and villages might have life and 

infrastructure losses to non-combatant community which for any reason are not reported in the 

news coverage. So, if the news coverage is viewed in the light of the study by Jowett and 

O’Donnell (2006, p.1), the newspapers propagate the positive features of the military operations 

and minimise the publication of negative features of the operations. Further, the analysis suggests 

that non-combatant tribal civilians are tired of TTP militancy and they demand military 

operations to bring peace and development in their area. Thus, the newspapers, instead of 

constructing the military operations as cause of the FATA crisis
26

, attach peace and development 

with the successful military operations. The news coverage of the military operations support the 

official claims and create an impression that the operations are precisely targeted against the 

Pakistani and foreigner militants. So, the discussion forwards the observation that by reporting 

the military operations favourably, the newspapers align with the government. If the discussion is 

viewed according to “us versus them” theory (discussed in sections 2.1.3 and 5.2) the newspapers 

align with the government and consider the military as “us” as compared to “TTP” which are 

depicted as “them”. 

5.5 Dominant Features of the News Discourses 

As far as dominant features of the news discourses are concerned, they relate to socio-cultural 

practices of Pakistani society and more specifically to the government’s national and 

international policy on terrorism in different ways. The features tend to portray the Islamic 

seminaries in Pakistan are breeding grounds for the militants which promote illiteracy and 

lawlessness in the tribal region. Further, the discourses forward the idea that TTP’s operational 

capability has gone very weak because the united front did not remain intact. The dominant 

feature in the discourse seminaries breed insurgents suggests that Pakistani Taliban find refuge in 

the Islamic seminaries. As there are thousands of Islamic seminaries in the country, the idea 

implies that TTP have thousands of refuge centres scattered in every corner of the state. On one 

hand, the discourse seems to propagate the idea that if Pakistan wants to control the militancy, the 

                                                             
26 It is evident from TTP’s objectives of defensive jihad (discussed in section 1.3.1) to retaliate military operations 

in FATA. Moreover, as it is noted in the section that the conflict started over military incursions against the presence 

of so-called foreigner fighters in FATA. 
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nation has to focus on the Islamic seminaries from where the religiously extremists views 

originate and the extremists seek shelter. On the other hand, the discourse relates the international 

phenomenon of Islamic militancy with the FATA conflict in terms that such as the international 

community is victim of Al-Qaeda militancy, in the same way Pakistan is victim of TTP 

militancy. The discourse strengthens the internationally held belief which connects terrorism with 

Islam as discussed in “Media and Terrorism” section 2.1.2.2. Moreover, TTP’s operational 

crippling discourse suggests the factors discussed in section 4.3.3.1 led to weaken the 

organisation. The discourse promotes the idea that successful military operations and other 

strategies adopted by the government led to weaken the tribal militancy. Firstly, the discourse 

seems to admire the SFs for their efforts to weaken TTP. Secondly, the discourse seems to 

propagate the belief among Pakistanis and specifically the tribal civilians and TTP factions that 

the organisation has gone very weak and no one should fear to denounce it. The discourse seems 

to propagate the idea among Pakistani Taliban individuals and factions that it is the time to 

renounce the nexus. 

The newspapers forward the foreigners wage insurgency, foreigners dominated insurgency and 

Pakistanis dominate insurgency discourses which suggest non-Pakistanis are also waging the 

insurgency in Pakistan along with the Pakistani militants. The discourses help the government to 

justify the military operations and legitimise the killings of the jihadists fighting against the SFs 

in FATA and taking refuge in the tribal areas after having combats alongside Afghan Taliban 

against ISAF in Afghanistan. The foreigners wage insurgency discourse suggests the FATA 

insurgency is waged by the foreigner jihadists only however the discourse evolves in the “Second 

Period” and the “Third Period” into foreigners dominated insurgency and Pakistanis dominate 

insurgency by insisting on the existence and dominance of Pakistanis in the FATA conflict. As 

per reported in the newspapers that the SFs are arresting and killing the foreigners and Pakistanis 

in military operations, the discourses seem to depict the government forces are killing the 

criminals. So, by reporting the jihadists involved in the attacks against the SFs, the discourses 

construct the jihadists at war against a nation. So, as the SFs are reported as killing their 

attackers, the discourses seem to support the official views and help the government to avert the 

possible backlashes from the nations to whom the foreign jihadists belonged to. Moreover, the 

discourses justified the killings which help the government to escape from the criticism by 

international community against the extrajudicial killings of the extremists. If viewed in the light 
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of “us versus them” theory, the discourses depict the government favourably against the militants 

which are portrayed unfavourably. Moreover, as far as Pakistani audience is concerned, the 

discourses support the government to instil the idea among Pakistanis that the military operations 

are targeted against the foreigner jihadists who trespassed into Pakistan from Afghanistan. 

Additionally, as ethnically Pashtun lives in the tribal areas and most of Pakistani Taliban are also 

ethnic Pashtun, the discourses help to dispel the widely held belief in the tribal population that the 

operations are targeted against Pashtun tribes. Deacon, Pickering, Golding and Murdock (2007, 

p.158) discussed in “Critical Discourse Analysis” section 2.1.4 that the discourses offered in 

media reports offer substitute ideologies in place of the existing idea. My observation suggests 

that the discourses offer the operations are targeted against only those Pakistani and foreigner 

extremists who are creating troubles for Pakistani tribal people and the SFs. Further, the 

discussion suggests that newspapers uncritically propagate the government’s views which relates 

the discourses with the definitions of propaganda proposed by Taylor (2003, p.6) and Jowett and 

O’Donnell (2012, p.7) discussed in section 2.1.1.1.1. 

The newspapers forward the military might, military retaliation, public supports the military and 

multiplayer discourses which seem to align the newspapers with the SFs. The military might 

discourse forwards the idea that for having enormous supply of arms and ammunition and 

unlimited human resources the SFs are much powerful as compared to the militants but the SFs 

use limited firepower in order to avoid collateral damage. Further, the newspapers promote the 

military retaliation discourse which suggests the operations as counter strategy against TTP 

offensives. On one hand the discourse attributes the SFs’ for their right to respond in self-

defence, to protect civilians and to punish the perpetrators. On the other hand, the discourse 

serves to gain sympathies for SFs and the operations by constructing the forces as victims of TTP 

aggression. The public supports the military discourse suggests the tribal people supports the 

military operations which are aimed to re-establish peace and writ of the government. The 

discourse further suggests the idea that the tribal population are tired of TTP’s control over the 

areas, TTP militancy and now they want peace and development in their areas. Moreover, the 

multiplayer discourse suggests that tribal people have taken arms against TTP militancy. 

Generally, discourses support the same idea that the tribal civilians are tired of militancy in 

FATA because the insurgency brought lawlessness, insecurity and war which hindered 

development. The articles suggest that on one hand the tribal people supports Pakistani military 
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in their operations to eradicate militancy and bring development. On the other hand, the civilians 

raised their volunteer groups in different names such as Peace Committees and National Armies 

to drive out TTP from their areas which has further weakened TTP. The ideologies forwarded in 

the discourses support government views which again suggest that the newspapers align 

themselves with the government’s view of the war. 

If news coverage is viewed in the contexts of “us versus them” theory, the newspapers include 

the government and its SFs in their collective “us” and support their views by promoting them 

favourably while the newspapers consider TTP as “them”. As Nohrstedt (2009, p.2) observes the 

propaganda is always presented as a war between good and evil which is discussed in 

“Propaganda” section 2.1.1.1.1. The analysis of the news coverage of the FATA conflict testifies 

the observation that the news coverage is constructed as a war between government forces (the 

good) and TTP (the evil). 

5.6 Recommendations for Further Studies 

As earlier mentioned in “Discursive Practices” section 3.2.1.2, this thesis does not study 

discursive practices proper, so a study is needed to analyse the news production and news 

consumption processes in Pakistan which could help to validate my findings. A study based on 

the interviews of the tribal journalists working in FATA and the editorial staffers working in Jang 

and NW is needed. The study based on the interviews of the tribal journalists may help to 

understand threats for working journalists in FATA and how the journalists tried to overcome the 

difficulties. A study based on the interviewing of editorial staff working in the newspapers may 

reveal the circumstances which could help to understand whether and how different actors and 

circumstances influence the news production process in Pakistani media. Finally, it is discussed 

in “Challenges and Limitations” section 3.3 that a study based on the analysis of the pictures 

published in the news articles is also needed, which may highlight the unknown aspects of the 

media coverage of the FATA conflict. 
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