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Abstract 

This thesis uses quantitative and qualitative methods in order to examine alternative 

journalism and mainstream media. It uses the case study of the forced eviction of the 

Chagossians from Diego Garcia in the late 1960‟s to see if theories of alternative media and 

mainstream are supported. I performed this study analysing the 20 most read newspapers of 

the UK and the US against 20 alternative political publications. In main, it studies the role 

these respective medias take, examining the arguments they put forth, the type of articles they 

are producing and the sources they use. The results showed that theories on alternative and 

mainstream media are not completely adhered to, and although many ideas proposed were 

validated, on the basis of this case study, mainstream media is not so different to alternative as 

theorists make out. 
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1. Introduction 

„It has been said the duty of the press is to comfort the afflicted and 

afflict the comfortable. While mainstream journalist more often than not 

just paid lip service to the credo, alternative journalism has lived up to 

those words. Throughout its‟ history alternative journalism has dug up 

the news that others would wish to see buried. It has spoken truth to 

power.‟
1
  

                   -- R. T. Holhut 

When alternative journalism appeared as far back as „the early 19th century‟
2
 it was pioneered 

as the perfect response to mainstream media. It had risen out of defiance to the institutions 

and offered a voice for the voiceless, a chance to speak out for the common people against the 

elite ruled mainstream. Whereas mainstream media was the „systematic accessing of 

powerful, resource-rich institutions and their definitions of events and the marginalisation of 

resource-poor social groups and interests,‟
3
 alternative journalism was „driven to produce 

news and information that the public needs to know and which enhances democracy,‟
4
 

Numerous examples are testament to this, alternative journalism playing a defining role where 

mainstream fell largely silent. For example the Arab Spring illustrated this perfectly, a 

revolution driven by alternative medias.
5
 The opinions on these two respective reportages are 

forceful and pronounced yet in turn led me to question if it is indeed the reality.  

This thus led into the focus of this thesis: to question whether alternative journalism is 

such a stark contrast to the mainstream as theorists make out. Does alternative journalism 

offer a completely opposing reality to the constraints of mainstream media? Is the coverage 

from one type of media vastly different that the other in one? Though its far too wide a topic 

to make any resounding conclusions, using one case study we could get a small insight which 

could then influence further discussion in the future. 

Firstly a case study had to be determined to form the basis of the study. I wanted a 

story that had not really been picked up by mainstream media, as this would enable me to see 

if alternative journalism did give it coverage. Moreover I wanted to look at an event where 

                                                           
1
 R. T, Holhut, A Brief History of American Alternative Journalism in the 20

th
 Century, 

retrieved 24 April 2014, < http://www.brasscheck.com/seldes/history.html>  
2
 T, Harcup, „The Unspoken-Said: The Journalism of Alternative Media,‟ Journalism 2003, 

vol. 4, no.3, pp. 356 - 376 
3
 Ibid. 

4
 Ibid. 

5
 S, Bebawi, Arab Spring: new media, new journalism, same old tensions?, retrieved 6 May 

2014, <http://theconversation.com/arab-spring-new-media-new-journalism-same-old-

tensions-19662> 
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there were there was one clear argument. I felt it would be hard to compare the respective 

forms of media if a lot of differing views were on offer, as there would be too many points of 

comparison. Therefore I wanted a case study where almost everyone is in agreement, as it 

would provide a stable platform to then do my analysis.  

As a result I decided to focus on the case study of the forced eviction of the 

Chagossian population from Diego Garcia in the late 1960‟s. This fitted my criteria perfectly. 

For one, as scholar David Vine noted in an interview, „there are very few people who defend 

what the US and British did. The British government even comes out and says - what we did 

in the past was terrible…they basically apologised for it and said it was wrong,‟
6
 meaning the 

literature on it was nearly always in agreement.  On top of this as Sean Carey notes, „I am still 

amazed by the number of otherwise politically literate people in the UK and the US who have 

little or no idea about the whereabouts of Diego Garcia, the fate that befell the people who 

once lived there,‟
7
 highlighting how little coverage there was of it. Therefore it was a perfect 

case study, offering a great opportunity to see whether the various theories on alternative and 

mainstream media would be validated. 

1.1. Research Questions 

In order to do this, I first completed an in depth study of alternative journalism theories as 

well as mainstream media. I needed to have them both properly defined, looking at a wide 

range of theorists to then have a background with which to compare my study against.  

Once this was ascertained, I went about conducting the study. This was both a 

quantitative study as well as a qualitative one.  Combining both research methods was 

important as I wanted to analyse various elements of this debate, and just doing it numerically 

would not be enough. As Kruppendorff states „proponents of quantification have rightly been 

criticised for restricting content analysis to numerical counting exercises‟
8
 whilst „proponents 

of qualitative approaches…have been criticised for being unsystematic in their uses of tests 

and impressionistic in their interpretations.‟
9
 There are flaws to both methodologies, however 

by combining them, it would provide a more rounded study that would be more effective with 

dealing with this debate. Intertwined with this would also be two interviews with some of the 

                                                           
6
 D, Vine, Personal Communication, 19 April 2014 

7
 S, Carey, The UK's role in Diego Garcia: green fingers or red faces?, retrieved 2 May 2014, 

<http://www.newstatesman.com/international-politics/2009/09/diego-garcia-chagos-british> 
8
 K.B, Jensen, ‟The Qualitative Research Process,‟ in KB Jensen, A Handbook of Media and 

Communication Research, Routledge, Oxon, 2002, pp.235-253 
9
 Ibid. 
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main authors on the Chagossians: David Vine and also Laura Jeffrey, author of „Chagos 

Islanders in Mauritius and the UK: Forced Displacement and Onward Migration.‟ This will 

help gain a further insight into why they got involved and their views on the role of 

alternative journalism, thus providing another point of debate. 

However the core of the study will be a comparison between the ten most read 

newspapers in the UK and the USA, against the ten main alternative media publications in 

each country. Alternative media in its‟ basic form will compromise the most read political 

magazines, ranging from The New Statesmen to Time Magazine, The New Internationalist to 

The Economist. On top of this, in the mainstream category The Guardian will also be 

examined to give wider scope to the study. Despite being outside the top 10 most read 

newspapers it is undoubtedly an important voice on the Chagossians and ignoring it would 

undermine the whole study. Finally the two key pieces of alternative literature on Chagos will 

also be examined, as they too are crucial ingredients in the Chagossians story. These are 

David Vine‟s „Island of Shame: The Secret History of the US base on Diego Garcia,‟ 

arguably the seminal text on Chagos and John Pilger‟s „Freedom Next Time‟. Initially this 

will be a quantitative study of the basic reporting of the event, to see whether it was covered 

and in what volume. From this however there will then be a theoretical look at the articles 

themselves, a qualitative study. On a basic level it will look at the meaning of the article, the 

points it is making, if it is trying to persuade and the values and ideas it is arguing for, if any. 

Furthermore it will look at the sources used and how stories are laid out and the discourse 

present. What lexical frameworks have been used, what is being said and what are the wider 

connotations of those choices.  

Through reading „Freedom Next Time,‟ by John Pilger I became aware of the story 

concerning the people of Chagos. It was a case that since reading has always stuck with me 

and I have made efforts to stay in touch with developments and monitor all the progress the 

Chagossians have made. Their story is a powerful example of the crushing force of Western 

powers and the devastating impact they can have on the peoples of the world. 

However what has been noticeable throughout this interest in the Chagossian story is 

how hard it has been able to keep in touch with developments. As mentioned, I came across 

the story via alternative journalism and the work of John Pilger, a way similar to many I have 

spoken to on the subject. This became more apparent the further I delved and thus forced me 

to question whether alternative journalism was the main voice for the Chagossians, whether 

their story had been ignored by mass media, leading me directly in to the focus of this thesis. 
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 All focus on the Chagossians has been on their story: on what happened, what may 

happen in the future and similar variations on that. It has been an analysis of the event, yet 

there has been no analysis of the reporting of the event and how different media outlets have 

detailed what happened to the people of Chagos.  

 There have been previous studies into alternative media and mainstream media 

examining this debate but they often work under a much broader framework, analysing the 

separate entities under more general headings. There are examples of previous case studies, as 

Liew Chee Kit and Kevan Lee Chia Loong study into the way alternative journalism has 

affected Malaysian media.
10

 However this, and studies like it, more analyse the impact of 

alternative journalism to influence and its role in society where mainstream has failed, 

whereas here the emphasis of this study is to put them in direct comparison to one another. 

This will then highlight the key questions of: Is the discourse in mass media 

noticeably different from that in more alternative forms of media? Are they arguing similar 

things or does alternative media stand up to the elite, where mainstream does not? Is 

alternative media trying to persuade whilst mainstream acts as a passenger? What sources are 

being used by the respective medias?  

It is important to analyse as these respective theories on alternative journalism and 

mainstream media as they are largely taken for granted. Media is constantly evolving and thus 

needs constant analysis; otherwise theories and ideas can become quickly out-dated and not 

representative of the reality. It needs to always be assessed and this study provides an 

opportunity to do so. It will provide balance to the broader debate, a detailed look at one small 

section of history which can in turn help us keep the debate alive and not settle on definitions 

that have the capability to change. Therefore the whole thesis will broadly work under this 

headline; a comparative study of theories of alternative journalism and mainstream media in 

response to the case of the exiled Chagossians. 

The study itself will be split into 4 more chapters. Chapter 2 will look at the theories 

on alternative journalism and mainstream media to give the background for the rest of the 

study. Chapter 3 will show the methodology used, the way the study was conducted and what 

research methods were used. Chapter 4 will then be an analysis of the data and results 

                                                           
10

 L, Chee & K, L.C Loong, „The Influence of Alternative News Media towards The Political 

Preference Of Malaysian Young Generation‟, Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 00 

(2012) 000–000, 2012, pp. 1-7 
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received. Whilst Chapter 5 will be the conclusion, a summery of the results and what the 

implications are of these various findings.  

1.2 Background 

A brief history on Chagos is thus important to give context for the rest of the study. In 

the late 1960‟s the people of Chagos were forcibly removed from their island on Diego Garcia 

by the British government in order to make way for an American military base which still 

stands today; a leading base in many of America‟s military episodes.
11

 The British arrived 

without warning and swiftly went about their business, firstly killing all the dogs on the 

island, a blatant symbolic hint to the Chagossians. Soon the island was cleared as the 

Chagossians were deported, or those who were visiting Mauritius, refused to return. They 

were shoved on a boat, some dying, others mascaraing and were then left to largely fend for 

themselves, with minimal compensation, living in abject poverty, largely in Mauritius.
12

 They 

had had their homes, jobs and lives taken from them just like that, and left with nothing in 

return.  For the last fifty years they have been fighting to return home, and despite achieving 

some victories over the past decade, for every step forward there are two steps back.
13

 Most 

recently this involved the publishing of a WikiLeaks document. It detailed how the British 

and American government were making the Chagos Islands a Marine Protected Area as a 

reason to prevent the Chagossians, or “Man Fridays” as they were referred, from returning 

home.
14

 However this was prevented from being used initially and the court case continues to 

run on; the Chagossians future remaining in the balance. They have had gained a lot of 

support over the years yet still are shadowed in the side-lines, offered none of the coverage in 

comparison to say the Falkland Islanders.
15

 They offer a unique case study, a piece of modern 

history rarely reported on, yet wholly relevant and important in society today. Therefore not 

only does this study work to compare the various medias, but it also brings the Chagossians 

study to the forefront, an event which needs scrutiny from many angles. 

                                                           
11

 J, Pilger, Freedom Next Time, Trans World Publishers, London, 2006, p.45 
12

 J, Pilger, p.50 
13

 D, Vine, Island of Shame, Princeton University Press, Woodstock, 2009, p.170 
14

 WikiLeaks, HMG FLOATS PROPOSAL FOR MARINE RESERVE COVERING THE 

CHAGOS ARCHIPELAGO (BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY), retrieved 10 May 

2014, < http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/wikileaks-files/london-wikileaks/8305246/HMG-

FLOATS-PROPOSAL-FOR-MARINE-RESERVE-COVERING-THE-CHAGOS-

ARCHIPELAGO-BRITISH-INDIAN-OCEAN-TERRITORY.html> 
15

 N, Tweedie, Britain shamed as exiles of the Chagos Islands win the right to go home, 

retrieved on 10 May 2014, < http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/4200066/Britain-

shamed-as-exiles-of-the-Chagos-Islands-win-the-right-to-go-home.html> 



Benjamin David Crisp Journalism Connected M.A  
 

 9 

2. Literature Review 

As explained, the main basing for this thesis is to examine previous theories of alternative 

journalism and see if this study, of the media reportage of this Chagossian story, fits into that 

framework or offers up differing concepts on alternative journalism. This will work with a 

comparison to main media outlets, to see if the theories of both are validated by this study of 

the media surrounding Chagos. In order to do this, alternative journalism and mainstream 

media must be defined and understood to then allow the comparison. This will thus look at 

what they both mean and how scholars define them and moreover their role in society. 

The recognised understanding of alternative journalism, as pointed out by Chris Atton 

and James Hamilton, is that it „can appear infuriatingly vague.‟
16

 It is very broad in its scope 

and as a result, it can be difficult to pinpoint down a direct definition. Despite this, it is 

accepted that a „vast range of practitioners, practices, purposes, forms and audiences 

compromise alternative journalism.‟
17

 Moreover, in basis, all various strands of alternative 

journalism can be drawn together as they all „share an emphasis on thinking about journalism 

in a particular way,‟
18

 which has arisen out of a disappointment with main media outlets. In 

Atton‟s eyes, „alternative media may be understood as a radical challenge to the 

professionalized and institutionalized practices of mainstream media.‟
19

  Tony Harcup backs 

up this idea, stating „alternative media is being produced to challenge the discourse of 

mainstream media.‟
20

  In the process it is „incorporating decentralised, non-mainstream, non-

commercial practices in their operation.‟
21

 

In contrast to mainstream media outlets, alternative media seek to redress the 

„imbalance of media power in mainstream media, which results in marginalization of certain 

social and cultural groups and movements.‟
22

 In the process it would „tend, through its‟ very 

practices, to examine notions of truth, reality, objectivity, expertise, authority and 

credibility.‟
23

 Moreover it „privileges journalism that is closely wedded to notions of social 

                                                           
16

 C, Atton & J, Hamilton, Alternative Journalism, SAGE, London, 2008, p.1 
17

 Ibid., p.43 
18

 Ibid. 
19

 C, Atton, „What is alternative journalism?‟ Journalism 2003, vol. 4, no.3, pp. 267 - 272 
20

 T, Harcup, pp. 356 - 376 
21

 P, Vatikioties, ‟Communication Theory and Alternative Media, Westminster Papers In 

Communication And Culture , Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 4-29 
22

 C, Atton & J, Hamilton, p.2 
23

 C, Atton, „Ethical issues in alternative journalism,‟ Ethical Space: The International 

Journal of Communication Ethics,1(1), 26-31 



Benjamin David Crisp Journalism Connected M.A  
 

 10 

responsibility, replacing an ideology of objectivity with overt advocacy.‟
24

 These all offer 

very generalised statements on wide reaching idea, yet all are unanimous in the general 

consensus that alternative journalism has arisen as a differing voice to mainstream media, 

playing a different role in society in the process. In its‟ simplest form, it relies on the 

fundamental concepts of „motivating the public‟ and „giving a voice to the voiceless,‟ „based 

on strong notions of social responsibility.‟
25

 It is „driven to produce news and information that 

the public needs to know and which enhances democracy,‟
26

 and generally follows politically 

motivated aims.  

The general consensus is that mainstream media privileges the voices of the rich and 

powerful and in turn neglects those from below.  In Cottle‟s words, mainstream media is the 

„systematic accessing of powerful, resource-rich institutions and their definitions of events 

and the marginalisation of resource-poor social groups and interests.‟
27

 This is acknowledged 

by the Royal Commission, who note „alternative press provides at least some of the diversity 

lacking among stable and respectable publications.‟
28

 Atton further expands upon this theory 

stating, that there is an „increasingly conglomerated nature of commercialised news 

production, where centralisation and bureaucratisation result in standardized and limited 

repertoire of news,‟ and that it „emphasizes elite groups in society and news values that 

privilege events over explanation.‟
29

 He goes on to point out that alternative journalism is 

where „people of low status in terms of their relationship to elite groups…could make their 

own news, whether by appearing in it as significant factors or by creating news relevant to 

their situation.‟
30

 There is very little debate among scholars over this. Though broad in its‟ 

nuances, alternative journalism ultimately stands for a very standardised concept that is 

accepted across the board. Indeed, its name “alternative” suggests as much. Its purpose is as 

simple as that, to offer a differing voice to the mainstream.  

The direction and point of alternative journalism is also different. Alternative 

journalism „exhibits clear biases, yet they proclaim their selectivity and their bias and 

                                                           
24

 C, Atton, pp. 267 - 272 
25

 S, Forde, „What‟s so alternative about alternative journalism?‟, Journalism education in the 

digital age: Sharing strategies and experiences, JEA conference, 30 November– 2 December 

pp. 1 - 11 
26

 Ibid. 
27

 T, Harcup, pp. 356 - 376 
28

 Ibid. 
29

 C, Atton & J, Hamilton, p. 79 
30

 T, Harcup, pp. 356 - 376 
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generally have little interest in “balanced reporting.”‟
31

 This, in the eyes of alternative 

journalists, arises from as a result of wanting to counter an „already biased set of reports.‟
32

 

As a result it „seeks to invert the hierarchy of access to the news by explicitly foregrounding 

the viewpoints of the “ordinary” people: citizens whose visibility in the mainstream media 

tends to be obscured.‟
33

  

In order to achieve this, the sources used are seen as completely contrasting those of 

main media outlets. McChesney believes „because journalists in mainstream media tend to 

rely upon official sources as the basis for their news stories, those in positions of social and 

political power have considerable ability to influence what is covered in the news.‟
34

 

Alternative media sought to stop this at the root, by making the “ordinary” people the sources; 

the heart of the news. As Harcup notes, in alternative media there is a „tendency to privilege 

voices from below, news sources at the bottom of the news hierarchy over the traditional 

spokespeople taken from elite, professional groups in society.‟
35

 Mainstream media did not 

privilege the powerful „because of any conspiracy but because the hierarchy to credibility 

perceived by journalist reflected the structures of power in society.‟
36

 Yet „alternative 

journalism suggests authority does not need to be located institutionally or professionally, that 

credibility and trustworthiness can be derived from accounts of lived experience.‟
37

 For Atton, 

these voices which are used in alternative journalism are not portrayed as „heroes or victims, 

but as voices that have as equal a right to be heard as do the voices of elite groups.‟
38

  

In order to do this give a basing for this study, who are they “alternative journalists” 

needs to be defined. Mainstream media can be understood as the mainline newspapers that 

deliver the daily news, yet alternative is more difficult to pinpoint. For the basis of this study 

it will be a very broad spectrum. Atton notes there is a „diversity of alternative journalists,‟ a 

„vast range of practitioners, practices, purposes, forms and audiences that compromise 

alternative journalism.‟
39

 For the basis of this study it will largely compromise the main 

alternative political magazines. As a result professional journalists will be examined as 

                                                           
31

 C, Atton & J, Hamilton, p. 86 
32

 Ibid. 
33

 Ibid. 
34

 T, Harcup, pp. 356 - 376 
35

 C, Atton, pp. 267 - 272 
36

 T, Harcup, pp. 356 - 376 
37

 C, Atton, ‟Why Alternative Journalism Matters‟, Journalism 2009, vol. 10, no.3, pp. 283 - 

285 
38

 C, Atton & J, Hamilton, p. 93 
39

 C, Atton & J, Hamilton, p.43 
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alternative journalists. For example, The New Statesman, very much an alternative 

publication, „is mostly written by professional journalists and public intellectuals on the 

left.‟
40

 Books will also be used, such as John Pilger‟s work in „Freedom Next Time‟ and 

David Vine‟s „Island of Shame.‟ Although they both write largely as academics, they also 

contribute to alternative media publications and thus can be considered as key parts to the 

study. Therefore, when referring to alternative journalists, it will constitute a fairly broad 

range of writers who contribute to this field. 

In conclusion, this study will be an analysis of the texts to see if they follow the ideas 

of alternative journalism set out by scholars, most notably Chris Atton. Are they as such 

separate entities as is put forth, or are there more similarities between the two that would be 

thought? Does mainstream media adhere to the influence of the rich and powerful, whilst 

alternative journalism is the opposite; standing up for the “voiceless”? Does alternative 

journalism work under this definition by Holhut, that it has „dug up the news that others 

would wish see buried. It has spoken the truth to power. It has stuck up for the common 

person and worked for the public good. It has used the craft of journalism as an agent for 

social change,‟
41

 where mainstream does not?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
40

 Ibid. 
41

 R. T, Holhut, A Brief History of American Alternative Journalism in the 20
th

 Century, 

retrieved 24 April 2014, < http://www.brasscheck.com/seldes/history.html> 
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3. Methodology 

3.1. Introduction 

„Methodology provides a language for talking about the process of research not the subject 

matter.‟
42

 

A quantitative and qualitative study then took place to question the hypotheses: that 

alternative journalism would provide a voice on the case of the Chagossians where 

mainstream media falls short. In this there would be various sub strands that I would be 

testing. These main focus would be these 3 elements: 1) which form of media produced more 

articles on the Chagossians and within that, how many of these voiced an opinion? 2) Within 

those opinion articles, what persuasive techniques were apparent, what discourse was used? 3) 

How did the respective medias use sources, both in the people they used but also how they 

referenced them? 

3. 2. Sampling 

First I needed to sort the data and my sample. In the end I decided a look at the 10 most read 

newspapers and 10 most read alternative political magazines in the United Kingdom and the 

United States of America would be the focus of the study. In order to do this I researched 

readership figures to sort the publications I would be analysing. This I did looking at hard 

copy readership, not involving online figures. With regards to newspapers this was 

straightforward and I was quickly able to establish the top 10 most read newspapers in both 

countries. In doing so, I realised that The Guardian was not in the top 10 in England, but was 

the 11
th

 most read newspaper. However due to the fact it has been a pioneer of the Chagossian 

cause of the last 10 or more years I felt it was imperative to examine their work too. Therefore 

The Guardian was added as an extra paper to the study, as ignoring it would compromise the 

study. Organizing the alternative media publications to examine was more hard work, as it 

was difficult to get readership figures in any form of coherent list. With publications in the 

UK I initially looked at the general main political magazine publications to get an idea of their 

readership. I also came across the official top 10 from 2010 and used this as the basis for my 

study.
43

 It was even harder to get figures on US political magazines, but I looked at list for all 

                                                           
42

 K.H, Kruppendorff, Content Analysis: An Introduction to its Methodology, SAGE, London, 

2012, p.89 
43

 Cision, Top 10 Political Magazines, retrieved on 2 May 2014, 

<http://uk.cision.com/Resources/Key-media-offline-rankings/Top-10-Political-Magazines/> 
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magazines in the US then found from there the ones with political orientation. When there 

were not enough in the top 100 most read magazines to make a top 10 list, I spread the field 

and used opinion sites to get an idea of other popular political magazines, before researching 

their respective readership figures to get as close to an official list as possible.
44

 In truth, it did 

not wholly matter as in essence these alternative magazines should all be adopting a similar 

style and thus are representative of the whole media field. I felt 20 each was enough to give a 

backbone to then make generalised comments about alternative media and mainstream media.  

3.3. Study 

The concept, which „represents an abstract idea that embodies the nature of observable 

phenomena or an interpretation of why such phenomena occur,‟
45

 would be the alternative 

journalism against mainstream media comparison. Before starting to research I need to 

determine which variables I would be looking for. These variables are the „empirical 

representation of a concept or construct‟
46

, which can be quantified by researchers. I settled 

on a variety of variables, giving me numerous points of comparison. In the end it came down 

to these headings which were put into an excel table for comparison:  

 Country – Publication – Readership – Form of Media (Alternative/Mainstream) – 

Author – Date (D/M/Y) – Sources (Official/People) – Style (Official/Official-

Opinion/Opinion) 

 For example: UK – New Statesman – 28, 936 – Alternative – Sean Carey – People – 

Opinion/Official 

The main variables that I would be analysing from this were the sources and the style. 

The authors and publications would also be analysed but generally the variables would be 

compared in reference to the form of media.  

I then proceeded to look at all 21 publications and search their respective archives on 

every article they ever produced that covered the Chagossian story. This backdated back to 

the original event, though in truth, bar 10 articles, the other 232 were from after 2000. I went 

systematically through every article that mentioned Chagos, discounting many articles as they 

covered different issues, not reflecting in any way upon the displacement and issues 

                                                           
44

 All You Can Read, Top 10 Political Magazines, retrieved on 2 May 2014, 

<http://www.allyoucanread.com/top-10-political-magazines/> 
45

 B, Gunter, ‟The Quantitative Research Process,‟ in K.B, Jensen, A Handbook of Media and 

Communication Research, Routledge, Oxon, 2002, pp.209-234 
46

 Ibid. 
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surrounding that. To determine where they fitted the focus was to initially look at the 

argument laid out and see whether it was an official article detailing events or was an opinion 

piece or if there was crossover, for example an official piece which had some form of opinion 

in it.  I was able to gage this by looking at certain words, even something as small as using the 

word “shameful” to describe what happened. However small, it was some form of opinion 

and thus crossover. From this I was able to categorise the articles, putting them into the study 

as „official‟, others as „opinion,‟ then others as „opinion/official‟.  

With regards to the sources, if there was even referencing of a figure that was not an 

official, then I would give them the “people” heading. These articles could include official 

sources as well, yet it was the fact that they were willing to show “voiceless” also which was 

crucial. Olivier Bancoult, leader of the Chagos Refugee Group I decided to determine as an 

official, the same with the legal department that were working on the Chagos case. Therefore, 

then using excel I was able to empirically analyse the data in conjunction with the various 

hypotheses, comparing things like alternative and mainstream use of sources, and such like.  

However this was largely on a quantitative level only, as a result just generating 

numerical data that was not comprehensive enough. There were limitations to this so more 

analyses were necessary. Therefore, there was also qualitative research. This „allows for the 

flexible application of theoretical concepts and analytical procedures to a wide variety of 

empirical domains.‟
47

 Qualitative research could help „explore empirically how the media 

generate meaning,‟
48

 which was a crucial part of this study.‟ So this became a study into the 

discourse side of things to see „how speakers and authors use language and grammatical 

features to create meaning, to persuade people to think about events in a particular way.‟
49

 

Discourse analysis gives „a more definitive and detailed categorization of a data extract and 

its constituents.‟
50

 This is obviously critical to this study, as alternative journalism often 

works under this premise of persuasion and trying to voice certain arguments. In order to do 

this, there is a focus on persuasion and persuasive techniques. As Caswell notes „the goal of 

persuasive writing is to move the reader to action or to get the reader to refrain from action.‟
51

 

Do the articles „take a position on an issue and convince your (their) audience or reader that 
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you're (they‟re) right‟?
52

 These were then compared in qualitative measures, to see the various 

discourses present in the respective medias and how they compared to each other. The study 

would have face validity, which „offers a basic level of judgement that a measures variable 

really measures the phenomenon it represents.‟
53

 

On top of this I also looked at the way people were represented. As Machin and Mayr 

note, when referring to people there are „representational strategies,‟ which „conote sets of 

ideas and values.‟
54

 Every naming of an individual had a reason behind it, for „there exists no 

neutral way to represent a person.‟ Therefore I looked into that, to see whether the different 

medias named people in different ways, specifically looking at the use of first names and 

surnames.  

Combined into this were two interviews. One was an in-depth interview as this is an 

effective way to „tap social agents perspective on the media.‟ So this is where I interviewed 

David Vine. My interview with Laura Jeffrey was a more straightforward question and 

answer to give a wider perspective. Both were voices from within the alternative sphere, 

which would help widen my analysis. 

From this I was able to ascertain the necessary research to form an in depth study and 

analysis. It was broad enough in its scope to be considered a comprehensive study that was 

representative of the wider argument. The combination of the empirical study and the 

theoretical gave a more varied analytical approach, which I felt was necessary to cover the 

various angles of the study.  
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4. Results and Analysis 

The results and findings will be broken down into a series of sections that will work together 

to formulate the entire study. The quantitative side of the study will work in tandem with the 

qualitative side to form the research, which will then help us understand whether the theories 

of alternative journalism and mainstream media are relevant in this Chagossian case study. 

4.1. Quantitative 

The first thing to note is the actual quantity of articles. In this case study of 21 publications, 

since the breaking of the story in 1975, there have been 242 articles on Chagos. Of these, 179 

articles were from mainstream media with 63 coming from alternative publications. These 

figures however are not comparable as mainstream newspapers are running stories every day, 

which is vastly different to the way alternative publications work, some running on a weekly 

basis. In fact the main point that should come from this, is not the comparison between each 

other but the recognition of the sheer dearth of articles on Chagos. Taking aside the 10 articles 

written between 1975-1988, since 2000 there have been 232 articles on Chagos, in 41 

publications. If alternative journalism is meant to be „motivating the public‟ and „giving a 

voice to the voiceless,‟ „based on strong notions of social responsibility,‟
55

 then by and large, 

in the case of the Chagossians, it is already failing to live up to the theories put forth by 

scholars. This is the illegal, forced eviction of an entire population in favour of a major 

military power, who have since used this base to partake in devastating activities across the 

world. In its every essence it is a story that should validate everything alternative journalism 

stands for, yet this is not replicated in the figures. Some publications are better than others but 

when you work out an average, the figures are revealing small. Of the 20 alternative 

publications producing 63 articles over 14 years, the number of articles works at around 4.5 

articles a year, 0.2 articles per year, per publication. This in itself is a startling statistic and 

powerfully illustrates how alternative journalism might not be the “voice of the people” it so 

claims to be. Moreover of the 63 articles, 30 were written by Sean Carey, a pioneer of the 

Chagossian cause, so if you take him out of the equation the numbers are even more 

damming. Carey is passionate about the Chagossian struggle, and fights on their behalf, a trait 

common to alternative journalists who are by and large more involved in the case. However 

without him, the numbers are thin and in turn it exacerbates the scarcity of coverage on 

Chagos given by alternative journalism. 
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 This is not say mainstream media is much better, although the quantity is much more 

and in comparison to alternative media you cannot claim it falls short. Regardless, it too, 

averaging at 12.8 articles per year, 0.6 per publication, is also dismally poor. Lindsey Collen 

and Sarah John back up this point in an article in the New Internationalist stating „„Never 

heard of it,‟ well-informed people from all over the world used to say when I asked them if 

they knew about Diego Garcia. Some even asked, „Who‟s he?‟
56

 Whilst John Pilger supports 

this further in the New Statesmen noting „this was not headline news; the BBC reporter 

seemed almost embarrassed. Crimes of such magnitude are not news when they are ours, and 

neither is injustice or corruption at the apex of British power.‟
57

 This in itself is attack on 

mainstream media and it is true that no mainstream paper questions the dearth of media 

coverage either. However in light of the alternative journalism statistics outlined earlier, 

Pilger‟s words hold little resonance. Regardless, this brief oversight represents a very 

superficial look at the respective medias and more in depth analysis is necessary. 

An initial look at the dates of publications gives an interesting insight into the 

mainstream and alternative debate. The story was first broken in 1975, not by an alternative 

publication, but by The Washington Post. This in itself is noteworthy and lies in argument to 

alternative journalism theories. However, despite The Washington Post breaking the news, it 

did not achieve much more than that and in truth supports many of the negative theories on 

mainstream media. As David Vine notes, for the initial proposed release of the story, The 

Washington Post were „under continued pressure from the state department and the Post did 

not publish the story,‟ and only did so on „August 29
th

, more than two months after it had 

been written.‟
58

 Moreover when they did so, they „withheld some of the details‟
59

 and as a 

result „the story gained little attention and was soon forgotten.‟
60

 This clearly adheres to the 

theories outlined. Despite having the necessary details, The Washington Post succumbed to 

external pressures, in doing so supporting the „marginalization of certain social and cultural 

groups and movements.‟
61

 After that article there were 10 more on Chagos that appeared from 

1975-1988. Of these only 2 were in alternative publications, with the 8 mainstream articles all 

coming from the US. Within these articles, despite 3 mainstream publications using “people” 
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as sources, 7 of the articles were just official documents, offering no form of opinion on what 

happened. Pranay B. Gupte offers some form of opinion, however avoids being overtly 

critical of Western actions. In fact he stays fairly neutral, building a picture of the Chagossian 

lifestyle in Mauritius without highlight the extremity of their situation: „In neighbourhood 

bars, unemployed men drink warm beer and say bitter things about the British and the 

Americans.‟
62

 Aside from this tepid account, the other mainstream papers offer no form of 

opinion, though they are at least reporting it. With regards to alternative publications, New 

Internationalist provides the two alternative articles, yet they both formulate some sort of 

opinion. One correspondent remarks on „this sorry story‟ and „so the British government, with 

an extraordinary combination of cruelty, coercion and subterfuge began to remove them,‟
63

 

whilst Jaya Greaves resonates with empathy „bewildered and politically innocent, they 

squatted on the quayside or in the Port Louis slums. At a stroke they were homeless...they still 

live in abject poverty.‟
64

 This demonstrates a willingness to attack the elite, which falls firmly 

in line with theories of alternative journalism. Despite the fact there are only 2 articles, they 

go above and beyond what the mainstream were willing to fight and in doing so have 

produced „news and information that the public needs to know and which enhances 

democracy,‟
65

 Therefore this opening look at articles pre-2000 is interesting for a variety of 

reasons. It illustrates how mainstream media was present in the Chagossian case, yet it largely 

failed to support or fight for the Chagossians. Moreover in the case of The Washington Post, it 

crumbled under elite pressure. Alternative journalism may of offered less articles but the two 

that were produced did stand up for many of the principles of alternative journalism, and in 

that respect, this acts in support of existing theories on alternative journalism. 

 For the basis of the study, the articles themselves were broken into the categories of 

official, official/opinion and opinion. The official articles basically note what has happened 

but offer no commentary, generally what is expected of the mainstream. On the other side the 

opinion pieces are more in line with the ethos of alternative media, the chance to persuade and 

fight a cause for the common person. The table below illustrates how, to a point, this theory 

holds true: 
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Row Labels Total Percentage % 

Alternative 63 100 

Official 17 26,98 

Opinion 13 20,63 

Opinion/Official 33 52,38 

Mainstream 179 100 

Official 106 59,22 

Opinion 43 24,02 

Opinion/Official 30 16,76 

  

 The fact that 59.22% of articles in mainstream media are official documents is to a 

point revealing. It highlights how it very much sticks by the story, unwilling to comment upon 

it. An important point must be made here that that is the role of mainstream news, that there is 

a focus of mainstream media to just tell the news, and in that respect wider conclusions cannot 

be drawn from this. However it does illustrate the contrast with alternative journalism and 

how they are separate entities. Moreover of the 43 opinion articles in mainstream media, 23 of 

those are letters written in by supporters of the Chagossians cause. The fact that mainstream 

media is fully prepared to publish these articles is important, but in essence it is not the papers 

themselves putting forth these arguments.  

Where there are official/opinion articles is the most interesting point of comparison. 

Here they are in effect working with similar source material, but whereas mainstream merely 

reports it, alternative provides comment, however slight, despite it also working as an official 

document. For example on 23/10/08 both The Daily Mirror and New Statesman did articles 

on the court decision to reject their right to return. The Mirror reported on the „exiled families 

booted off their native islands 60 years ago by the British government yesterday had their 

hopes of returning dashed.‟
66

 Whereas John Pilger refers to it as „their brutal expulsion‟; a 
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subtle but revealing difference. The figures then support this, enabling us to generalize this 

example. Taking aside the opinion articles, it means that of the articles with an official nature, 

in alternative journalism 66% offered an insight or opinion too, whereas in mainstream media 

it was 22.06%, a stark difference.  

Backing this up further, of the 6 publications that produced 10 or more articles on 

Chagos, the results were similarly representative.  

Row Labels Official % Opinion % 

Opinion/Official 

% 

New Internationalist 20 20 60 

New Statesman 22,9 20 57,14 

The Guardian 50 33,3 16,67 

The Independent/i 68,42 21,05 10,53 

The Telegraph 85 0 15 

The Times 47,54 37,7 14,75 

 

The two alternative publications relied on opinion/official articles predominantly, 

whereas the mainstream media barely touched upon them. It illustrates how there is a clear 

differentiation between the two forms, and although we must emphasize that this comes with 

nature of mainstream media and its purpose to simply relate the news, it does also highlight 

the different ways they both work.  

Another key feature of alternative media was the way in which it apparently 

showcased the voice of the people, in contrast to mainstream media, which was adhering to 

the elite views. This was supposedly a focal reason for the origins of alternative media and 

was illustrated in its sources which gave the “people” a voice and the „„tendency to privilege 

voices from below, news sources at the bottom of the news hierarchy over the traditional 

spokespeople taken from elite, professional groups in society.‟
67

 In reality, in this case study 

of the Chagossians, this was not as pronounced as put forth by theorists.  
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The figures, though in favour of alternative journalism, are in reality fairly similar 

which contrasts the general idea of mainstream and alternative media. In fact mainstream 

media was nearly as willing to give the “people” a voice, despite as stated, it often just has the 

role to merely officially report the news. This acknowledgment makes the statistics even more 

revealing and clearly contests the main theories proposed. Moreover in mainstream a wide 

array of sources are used, not often coming across the same “people” sources twice, which 

suggests that mainstream is following some of the same principles that are meant to define 

alternative journalism: giving a voice to people who would not normally be shown. For 

example, The Times used people such Jeanette Alexis
68

 and Derville Permal
69

, The Telegraph 

quoted Spencer Vencatassin
70

 whilst The Guardian used others like Louis Onesimi
71

, 

Bernadette Dugasse
72

 and Sabrina Jean
73

. It illustrates how they are not relying on official 

sources, nor the same “people” sources as each other, but actively searching for their own to 

try and give others a voice.  

4.2. Qualitative 

This quantitative study gives a useful insight into the debate yet a more in depth qualitative 

look helps determine the key characteristics of the two forms. „Alternative media is being 
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produced to challenge the discourse of mainstream media,‟
74

 and yet, under scrutiny in this 

case study, there is very little disparity between the two. Although the articles with any form 

of opinion may be much more scarce in mainstream media, when there is an opinion they are 

not afraid to voice it. Furthermore they write to persuade and influence, a key trait supposedly 

of alternative journalism. In The Times Ben Macintyre calls it „one of the most shameful 

chapters in Britain‟s post-war history‟ before standing up to the current government, 

describing their role as „even more scandalous.‟
75

 Catherine Philip, the Diplomatic 

Correspondent describes how „mendacity, incompetence, cravenness and penny-pinching 

have all played their part in an injustice,‟
76

 whilst Matthew Paris details it as „utterly 

disgraceful.‟
77

 In The Telegraph Neil Tweedie echoes Macintyre words, whilst Geoffrey Lean 

uses persuasive devices to further this forceful opinion: „Now the evicted people of the islands 

are bitterly pointing out that they being accorded less rights than the area's sea slugs. How 

could they possibly be expected to respect the reserve if they win the right to return?‟
78

 Here 

he relies on not only the use of metaphors but also rhetorical questions to draw the reader into 

the argument. As Anne Millar notes „imagery – the core of metaphoric language – will 

surprise, grab, inform, and persuade your [readers] as mere explanation will not.‟
79

 Whilst 

rhetorical questions are described as being used „toward the end of your persuasive piece, just 

when you think you have your reader almost convinced. A rhetorical question can be 

answered only in a way that will support your argument!‟
80

 They are clear persuasive devices 

on show, which illustrate how mainstream media is in ways working under a similar structure 

to theories of alternative journalism. Letters published in The Times for example adhere to 

this too, David Snoxell asking „Is it not time that HMG brought together Chagossian leaders, 

Mauritius and the US to sort out this relic of the Cold War and rectify one of the worst 
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violations of fundamental human rights perpetrated by the UK in the 20th century?‟
81

 Another 

example, Daniel Simpson pleads „How many more decades must the Chagossians wait for 

justice?‟
82

 TV personality Ben Fogle does the same in an article, asking „we fight tooth and 

nail to save animals from extinction. Do we not owe it to people to do the same? We cannot 

let this people and their culture die out.‟
83

 Whilst Lyn Gardner in The Guardian asks, „How 

would you feel if you left the UK for your annual holiday and were then told you could 

never come back?‟
84

 The fact that this last argument was part of a stage review on Chagos, yet 

still tries to persuade, speaks volumes about the lengths the mainstream are willing to go to 

support the Chagossians. In whole it illustrates the use of persuasive devices in the 

mainstream, a trait more in common with alternative journalism. 

 The main persuasive device however is to create emotion, be it empathy or anger to 

try and rise the reader into action, as „human beings are emotional, so establish common 

ground with your audience by making him or her feet the same way you do about your 

argument. To accomplish that, tell a true story your reader can relate to or sympathize with.‟
85

 

Moreover „you have to stimulate him. Get him riled up. Appeal to emotions as much as 

possible-anger, compassion, fear. Although your argument will appeal to the intellect, the 

thrust of it should be designed to make your reader feel some emotion very strongly.‟
86

 

Mainstream media does not shy away from this and in many cases strives to involve the 

reader and create a response. The persuasive devices outlined above are one such example, 

but it uses a wide variety to really appeal to the reader‟s emotions. One such technique is the 

descriptive openings it uses to create imagery in the readers head before immediately 

juxtaposing it with the reality of what happened. To write persuasively we are told „„create 

powerful openings‟ and this is on show in mainstream media. John Prescott, former British 

Deputy Prime Minister opens his article describing how „life was good. Home was a four-
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bedroom house and nearly everyone had a job – unemployment was only 3 per cent,‟ before 

vividly describing what happened „but then, without warning, you were told everyone was 

being expelled – you‟d been sold out because your country had done a deal with a foreign 

power to get a discount on an arms deal. And just in case you resisted, more than 1,000 dogs 

were rounded up and gassed to death, the threat being it could happen to you if you didn‟t 

leave.‟
87

 He then follows this up by forging a metaphor between the western powers and an 

„African dictator,‟
88

 before finishing it with a powerful and statement on his nationality, „I‟m 

ashamed UK governments allowed this to happen. It was wrong and we must make 

amends.‟
89

 The use of the personal pronoun “we” here is crucial, for it involves the reader. It 

brings them into the article and asks for assistance on the subject matter. It is a powerful piece 

of persuasive writing, expectedly so from a politician, but still showcases the type of articles 

on offer in mainstream media. Prescott is not alone in this, with numerous examples lighting 

up mainstream media. The Express talks about how they were „The islanders were dragged 

from their homes,‟ and now „live in squalid conditions.‟
90

 The Financial Times notes „The 

troops came by night, bundled the islanders aboard and dumped them in an alien land where 

their idyll has been replaced by shanty-town poverty and a denial of their generations-old 

home,‟ describing it as „one of the most disgraceful acts of its colonial history.‟
91

 In The 

Guardian there is even an attack on Greenpeace in favour of the Chagossians, „Greenpeace 

seems to have mislaid the "peace" half of its mission… There is only one way the repatriates 

could survive – by licensing commercial fishing. Greenpeace shouldn't be choosing between 

peace and green and preferring the latter.‟
92

 These are just a variety of examples among a 

many which highlight further highlight the willingness of the mainstream press to fight for the 

Chagossians. 

 In comparison, alternative journalism offers a similar style of articles, however they 

are greater in quantity and are more forceful in their argument. Sean Carey and John Pilger, 
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who collectively make up 57.14% of the alternative articles, are the main forerunners of this. 

They are both similarly descriptive in their attempts to evoke empathy and emotion in the 

reader, as shown by Carey‟s description of the living conditions: „the toilet was communal - a 

hole in the ground a little distance away from the settlement. It was just as well. The stench 

was overpowering. I asked one of the men if he grew vegetables. He looked at me in disbelief, 

laughed and pointed to the ground. It was rock hard.‟
93

 Pilger adopts similar techniques 

describing „they were made to sleep in the hold on a cargo of fertilizer - bird shit. The weather 

was rough; everyone was ill; two of the women on board miscarried.‟
94

 David Vine writes in a 

concurrent fashion, using a comparison to the Holocaust in an article for the Huffington Post: 

„In my own family, my grandmother recounts how her mother died of a broken heart after 

sending her 13-year-old son from Nazi Germany to Amsterdam in 1938, where he was 

ultimately deported to Auschwitz and murdered.‟
95

 By comparing elements of the Chagossian 

eviction to arguably the worst atrocity ever to be committed in mankind, Vine is creating a 

basis of understanding for the reader, a relatable concept which clearly then persuades and 

influences their thought processes. Another technique apparent is the plea to the public, akin 

to the words of John Prescott. John Pilger for example states „all decent people should support 

them.‟
96

 This is very powerful for it places the reader into a unavoidable quandary – if they do 

not support the Chagossians cause they are not regarded as “decent” thus meaning they are 

drawn into it unavoidably. In basis, though neither forms of media showcasing a great 

quantity of articles in this manner, when they do, they are largely in a similar style and ethos, 

using a variety of persuasive and discourse techniques to draw the reader into the Chagossians 

struggle. 

What is interesting to note is the way the respective sources are named. For example, 

the mainstream media will refer to their sources by their full name or formal title, „Mrs 

Permal‟
97

. Though by no means a rule, alternative journalism has examples of working less 

formally in what can be seen as an attempt to humanise them even further for the reader; a 
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clear persuasive technique. John Pilger for example in his article in New Statesman refers just 

to „Lizette‟
98

 whilst Sean Carey quotes „Collins‟
99

 and „Rita‟
100

 It is a subtle difference but 

highlights the differing styles between the two forms, alternative media humanising its 

sources in a result to create more empathy and in turn persuade. A key persuasive technique is 

to „establish common ground with your audience by making him or her feet the same way you 

do about your argument.‟
101

 By putting the audience on first name terms with the people in 

the article, this immediately forms a closer connection to the piece which thus heightens its‟ 

influence. This technique is apparent in both David Vine‟s and John Pilger‟s books on 

Chagos. Pilger as referenced above, always quotes his “people” sources by their first names, 

however when referencing officials he will refer to them by their surnames. The reasons for 

this are stated above, but the fact he refers to official sources by their surnames is to create a 

distancing from those characters, in order to firmly put the audience on the side of the 

Chagossians. David Vine adopts a slightly different technique. He also refers to his “people” 

sources by their first name, but does also for his official sources. Originally I thought this to 

be deliberately sarcastic or even patronising, but when questioning Vine on his use of calling 

Stuart Barber „Stu‟, Vine explained that it was for different reasons: „The choice to call him 

Stu, not Stuart, nor Baber for that matter which would be more common, was based on an 

interest in humanising people on both sides of the story. I thought it would be odd to refer to 

Rita Bancoult for example or other Chagossians by their first names, then when talking about 

US government officials, use their last names; which would be the common way. It would 

create a strange dichotomy between people who get their first names used and those who get 

their last names used.‟
102

 It was order to create balance in effect, something Pilger is less 

known for doing. Regardless it shows a way in which alternative journalism works differently 

to mainstream media, creating the closeness with the subjects a focal feature. Laura Jeffrey 

believes that this comes out of a „the kind of emotive involvement of researchers and 

journalists which is very effective at eliciting wider political/moral support for the Chagossian 
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cause.‟
103

 This is apparent in a lot of the alternative work, the journalists far closer to their 

sources than in mainstream media. Indeed Lindsey Collen and Sarah John even comment 

upon themselves being directly involved in the Chagossian struggle: „eight of us were 

arrested, during a confrontation with riot police.
104

 It highlights a key difference between the 

two forms of media. Despite a lot of similarities that have been discovered between the two, it 

is clear that alternative journalists are far more involved in their stories than in mainstream 

media. This is to be expected due to the various formats, however as a result, their pieces are 

far more involving, persuasive and more passionate on the cause they speak. This thus 

adheres to a lot of the alternative theories laid out, and showcases alternative journalism as a 

medium working above and beyond the constraints of mainstream media. Not only are they 

reporting on the struggle, they are also actively involved in it. 

Despite this, it is interesting to note the support mainstream media gives alternative 

journalism, thus contesting some of the original theories, which regard them as in almost 

opposition to one another, not working in tandem. There is clear support for the alternative 

press on Chagos, The Independent for example, running a couple of articles in clear support of 

John Pilger‟s work on „Stealing a Nation‟: „Pilger took an obscure subject, meticulously 

researched it through Wilson-era UK Cabinet papers, and delivered an unforgettable piece.‟
105

 

This is crucial to point out, as it shows how mainstream media is prepared to support 

alternative forms, the connotations of this being, that they are not so far apart in essence if 

they are willing to give backing to the other form. The crucial example of this is the fact that 

both The Telegraph
106

 and The Guardian
107

 include WikiLeaks documents on Chagos inside 

their publications. WikiLeaks are a key form of alternative journalism. They, in their every 

essence, speak out against the major powers of the world and strive to give a voice to the 

“voiceless”, publishing documents. The Guardian is a well-known supporter of WikiLeaks 
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and whistleblowing in general, so this is hardly surprising, but even so, it illustrates how the 

two forms of media are thus linked. Indeed an editorial goes further, stating, after the 

WikiLeaks cable was denounced, „must it now be "unpublished", and taken down from the 

web? It is of course a ridiculous prospect.‟
108

 However on the other side other British 

newspapers are not so supportive. The Daily Mail won‟t make judgement on the Chagossian 

case, simply stating „described by critics as‟ yet still puts in a slight opinion on WikiLeaks, 

dubbing it „controversial‟. This is important to note, and also highlights the vast 

differentiation between mainstream newspapers themselves, some willing to work with the 

Chagossian story, others seemingly ignoring it.  

This in turn shows how we cannot completely generalise mainstream media. In the 

UK for example, 4 newspapers (The Telegraph, The Times, The Guardian and The 

Independent) make up 87.65% of the articles on Chagos. This is an overwhelming amount, 

and illustrates how mainstream media in itself cannot be judged as a whole. The theories 

outline it as a single entity yet these four newspapers for example, work in completely 

different nature to papers such as The Daily Mail and The Sun. They are quite clearly more in 

tune with ideas put forth on alternative journalism. Therefore for theorists to then generalise 

these publications undermines their work; mainstream media cannot be seen as a single entity. 

Rather, it is a complex, diverse range of publications in itself and deserves respect and scorn 

for that in equal measure. However this is the nature of the press and part of a much wider 

debate.  

In summary, this brings together the various strands of research which when 

conglomerated, form some varying and interesting conclusions on the alternative and 

mainstream media debate. Certainly the ideas laid forth by theorists are not as determined as 

proposed.  
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5. Conclusion 

In conclusion, this study has drawn some interesting point forward which back up some 

theories on alternative journalism and mainstream media, but also some which contest it. The 

main idea is that alternative journalism has arisen out of the negligence of mainstream media. 

This negligence is in respect to the lack of coverage it gives to the “little people”, it‟s support 

of the elite and the powerful, replicated in its use of sources, which are always people in those 

positions. Alternative media on the other hand, gives the people a voice. It is a powerful and 

persuasive prose which fights for the “voiceless” giving them an opportunity to be heard, both 

in the telling of stories or the literal quoting of these individuals. This Chagossian case study 

illustrates how this is not always the case. 

 Firstly we must acknowledge that this is one small case study of one small event and 

the results and findings cannot be generalised to completely contest theories of alternative 

journalism. It is not representative of these two forms of media, but more can work as part of 

a wider study. What it can enable us to do is question some of these existing theories, 

providing one point of comparison, that can work in the future with wider more far reaching 

studies. Too many of these theories are taken for granted so this study was important to give 

some sort of questioning and in turn give mainstream media some of the credit that it lacks. 

 As discovered, in reality from both sides there is a huge lack of coverage on the 

Chagossian story. This in itself is important as it shows how both forms of media are equally 

to blame and how the press on both sides has fallen short in giving the Chagossians the 

coverage their plight deserves. Journalists themselves have acknowledged this, yet it does not 

change the fact that so few people know about this story and the press are to blame as a result. 

242 articles from 21 publications over the space over 29 years is a pitiful amount that 

illustrates wider problems in the press from both sides. Unfortunately it is unlikely to change, 

for as David Vine notes, in regards to US press, „I have been told by some people in 

journalism in the US, that they don‟t see a story there; it‟s sort of comical. They think the 

story was broken and they don‟t see there being new news. Even a court case in Britain 

doesn‟t capture the attention of an editor in the US.‟
109

 It connotes the further more wide 

reaching problems in the press today, that neither alternative journalism nor mainstream have 

yet countered. 
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 Still when they have actually reported on Chagos the findings are interesting. 

Alternative press, as expected, is far more willing to give an opinion on proceedings over 

mainstream merely reporting it. Even if it is something as small as including a descriptive 

word it demonstrates the desire to impart its own viewpoint on proceedings, something 

mainstream generally fails on. However when mainstream does speak out, and there are 

numerous articles in this fashion, it does so with force and persuasion and does not adhere to 

the elite view but stands up and fights for the Chagossian cause. This clearly contests theories 

on mainstream journalism and shows how mainstream media deserves more credit than it 

gets. This however brings to light the issue of mainstream journalism. Bracketing it all under 

a simple heading is detrimental in many ways. Quite simply, mainstream media itself is 

incredibly varied. Some newspapers are far more in line with alternative publications yet to 

bandy them in relation to others which ignore these issues is part of a wider problem. 

Mainstream media cannot be seen as one single entity and in the future there needs to be more 

clarity on this. Mainstream media must be split into segments itself for it is wildly fragmented 

and varied and needs to be viewed accordingly.  

 With regards to sources, alternative does not use the “people” where mainstream does 

not. In truth, they use a very similar set of sources and in that respect mainstream deserves 

more credit to. It is not merely pandering to the elite and giving their viewpoint. It too relies 

on the people and supports causes against the elite and powerful. In equal measure, alternative 

journalism does not use “people” sources nearly as much as it is proposed too, often relying 

on the same official sources that mainstream uses. It is another important conclusion to draw, 

which suggests that further studies into this must be done, for the current theories are too 

generalised and do not support the reality. Again this must all be understood under the basis 

of this small case study, but it offers a point of comparison that cannot be ignored. Moreover 

there are limitations to this study, in regards to the fact that it was perhaps too basic in its‟ 

titles of “people” and “opinion/official”.  

 Overall however this study has put forth some different conclusions, which stray from 

the recognised and accepted theories on mainstream media and alternative journalism. In 

large, mainstream media cannot be understood as a single body, it is too varied for that. 

Furthermore it provides many of the characteristics that alternative journalism does, both in 

style and in sources. Alternative journalism is more willing to fight for the “people” but the 

disparity is not on the scale that has been suggested. This can now be taken forward into 

wider stories, on bigger issues with larger empirical studies to see if the conclusions drawn 

here are applicable there also.  
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7. Appendices 

7.1. D, Vine, Personal Communication, 19 April 2014 

Questions 

You got involved via a lawyer, Michael Tigar. How did that exactly come about? 

With regards to the book, why are there are generally so few in number? 

In the 90‟s or before, I‟ve found literally next to nothing, only in the last 10 years has it 

started to grow. You found out via lawyer, me through a book chapter, do you feel this is a 

normal route in? 

Why do you think there is no coverage in the States? 

Even though it is the US base though, the British are the ones largely culpable for what 

happened though? 

What kind of hope do you hold out for the Chagossians to return to their homeland? Do  

With regards to discourse, do you feel you write in a certain way compared to say main media 

outlets? 

What about the loaded irony, particularly when talking about Stuart Barber? 

 “Stu was pleased to note…” 

So it was about balance? Was this reflective in the desire to interview all people, giving 

everyone a voice? 

7.2. L, Jeffrey, Personal Communication, 16 April 2014 

Questions 

Why did you get involved in the Chagossian struggle? More specifically, how did you first 

hear about what happened and what then drew you into doing a study about their story? 

You have been involved in with the Chagossians for a few years now – broadly speaking what 

do you think of the way they have been treated both back in the 60‟s/70‟s and now in the 

present day by the British government? 

Why do you believe so few people know about what happened in Chagos?  

Why do you think there is such a dearth of media coverage from main media outlets? 

Alternative journalists such as John Pilger or scholars like yourself, have largely been the 

main source of information in spreading the Chagossian story: what role do you feel this has 

played/how has this affected the Chagossians? 

Do you intend to stay involved with the Chagossians in the future? What hope do you hold for 

their case being successful and them being allowed to return to Diego Garcia etc.  


