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Abstract 

Spanish political, economic and intellectual forces –of which the latter comprises the media-, 

have interpreted the recent financial and economic crisis as a global phenomenon which has 

hit harder the country because of the yet existing structural deficiencies of its economy. When 

the financial crisis intensified in 2008, Spain suffered greatly due to the bursting housing 

bubble and the sharp decline in consumption. As expected, the media broadly reported on the 

effects of the crisis and the policy-making debate. However, when its repercussions became 

more evident with the dramatic deterioration of the job market, they started focusing on 

unemployment. The young were the most largely affected. Then, youngsters who were 

suffering first-hand the deterioration of the job market and the consequences attached to it 

increasingly became the face of the crisis in mass media.  

This thesis examines the role of the Spanish media in discursively constructing the problem of 

youth unemployment within the narration of the global financial and economic crisis and how 

this narrative aims at producing and reproducing power relations among social actors from the 

political and economic fields over the Spanish society, also undermining the democratic role 

of the media in the public sphere. To achieve this, I conducted a critical discourse analysis of 

a sample of 23 articles, which dealt with youth unemployment, from the national newspapers 

with the largest circulation, El País and El Mundo.  

This thesis reveals that both media outlets are discursively sustaining the economic imaginary 

(Jessop, 2004) through which official voices are interpreting the crisis, when promoting only 

certain aspects like youth unemployment. This imagined economic crisis constructed by El 

País and El Mundo aims at distracting the attention from other important matters undergoing 

simultaneously in the background such as cuts on public expenditure in relation to the main 

pillars of the welfare state (health, education and social benefits).   

It also sheds light on the role of the media in times of crisis (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 5). 

Regardless El País and El Mundo enables ordinary people to share their experiences, these 

media outlets do not act as mediators between the parts involved and affected by the crisis 

(Roth, 1992). Only those social actors consecrated in the Spanish public sphere are entitled to 

speak with authority in the media arena. Therefore, both dailies have become instrumental 

institutions of the political and economic powers in the narration of the recent crisis.  
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1. Introduction  

Spanish political, economic and intellectual forces –of which the latter comprises the media-, 

have interpreted the recent financial and economic crisis as a global phenomenon which has 

hit harder the country mainly because of the yet existing structural deficiencies of its 

economic model. That is, economic growth was dependent on low-productivity sectors such 

as construction or tourism. Increasing internal demand produced the need for imports while 

the low-value of exports made them decrease resulting in trade deficits. Also, the job market 

was one of the most expensive in Europe. Moreover, unemployment rate and inflation were 

still higher than the EU average (Royo, 2009: 5-6; Pacheco, 2011: 173-174). 

In the summer of 2007, international markets suffered great instability due to the crisis in the 

subprime financial sector (Fernández and Ohanian, 2010: 3). The Spanish finances resisted 

well due to the stern regulation of the Bank of Spain which had prevented banking entities 

from investing in the subprime markets (Royo, 2009: 11; Pacheco, 2011: 174). Nonetheless, 

when the financial crisis intensified and credit markets diminished in 2008, Spain suffered 

greatly due to the bursting housing bubble and the sharp decline in consumption (Royo, 2009: 

12).  

The election in March 2008 drove the socialist government headed by the Prime Minister José 

Luis Rodríguez Zapatero to delay any measures to counteract the effects of the financial 

crisis. During the pre-electoral period, all the members of the socialist government avoided 

using the word crisis in any of their speeches and when asked by the media. After Zapatero’s 

re-election, a positive message about the economy was still transmitted, despite the media 

reflecting upon the dramatic deterioration of the labour market as well as the worsening of 

public finances due to the economic recession (Pacheco, 2011). It was not until November 

2008 when for the first time since the beginning of the turmoil, the recently re-elected 

socialist government implemented a plan to stimulate the economy and the labour market 

(Royo, 2009: 13-16; Pacheco, 2011: 177). 

The effects of the economic recession were felt dramatically in the job market. By the fourth 

quarter of 2011, unemployment rate reached 22,8%, 5,273,600 people, according to the 

national statistics of economically active population
1
. From all age groups, the young (from 

                                                 
1
 See Instituto Nacional de Estadística, 2012. Encuesta de Población Activa (EPA) Cuarto Trimestre de 2011. 

Notas de prensa. [online] Available at: http://www.ine.es/daco/daco42/daco4211/epa0411.pdf  [Accessed: 30 

Oct 2013] 

http://www.ine.es/daco/daco42/daco4211/epa0411.pdf
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18 to 25 years old) were the most largely affected. In February 2011, Spain was the member 

of the EU with the highest youth unemployment rate, 43,5%
2
.  

As expected, the media broadly reported on the effects of the crisis and the policy-making 

debate to counteract them. However, when its repercussions became more evident with the 

dramatic deterioration of the job market, they started focusing on unemployment. The young 

were the most largely affected. Then, youngsters who were suffering first-hand the 

deterioration of the job market and the consequences attached to it (unemployment, job 

insecurity, precarious wage-earning, impoverishment, family dependence, delay in 

emancipation, emigration...) increasingly became the face of the crisis in mass media.  

1.1. Purpose  

As Raboy and Dagenais state, “media thrive on crisis and are threatened by normalcy” (1992: 

3). Moreover, a crisis event is newsworthy for them at the same time their discourses on the 

event become themselves elements of the crisis. For those reasons, and because there is no 

previous research on the topic in the setting outlined above, the aim of this thesis is to 

examine the role of the Spanish media in discursively constructing the problem of youth 

unemployment within the narration of the global financial and economic crisis and how this 

narrative construction aims at producing and reproducing power relations among social actors 

from the political and economic fields over the Spanish society, undermining the democratic 

role of the media in the public sphere.  

From the earlier statement, two research questions emerge:  

1. How is the problem of youth unemployment constructed within the narration of the 

global financial and economic crisis in the Spanish media? What power relations does 

this discourse pursue? 

2. How are the youth represented within the discursive construction of the problem? 

What power relations does their representation pursue? 

Several scholars (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992; Hay, 1996; Stråth and Wodak, 2009) agree that 

the media play a pivotal role in the narrative construction of crises in public domains. 

According to Wodak (2009), they “often construct a second virtual reality which corresponds 

                                                 
2
 Euroindicators, 2011. Newsletter. Available at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/LN-

042011/EN/LN-042011-EN.PDF [Accessed: 30 Oct 2013] 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/LN-042011/EN/LN-042011-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/LN-042011/EN/LN-042011-EN.PDF
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to specific political interests and formal constraints” which in turn resembles the construction 

of national narratives that work for “highly political, economic and ideological functions” (in 

Stråth and Wodak, 2009: 18). 

Although mass media must accomplish a democratic function in society, their role becomes 

“increasingly problematic” in periods of crisis as holding a paradoxical position due to their 

function as agents of social communication and their economic status as suppliers of 

“commodified” information (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 3, 5). They can be thus seen either 

as a pivotal social institution when democracy is at risk or as social agents refusing the 

possibility of democracy. In both cases, they take an ideo-political stance. In one way or 

another, mass media become an instrumental institution of the political and economic powers 

in periods of crisis (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992).  

But how does the media discursively construct crisis? According to Hay, the construction of 

crisis discourse is “a process involving the mapping together of a great variety of disparate 

events unified through the identification of some common essence”, that is to say, the media 

in their narration of crisis assimilate a range of different events and the experiences attached 

to them “as symptomatic of a more generic condition” (1996: 266). He claims that “the 

discursive construction of crisis . . . is the product of a process of secondary mediation, 

abstraction and narration. Here, the products of primary narration (the mediated events 

themselves) become the subject matter for a further process of narration” (1996: 267). 

1.2. Thesis scope 

Since media texts are the “most accessible evidence of how mass communication works” and 

have often “been regarded as more or less reliable evidence about the culture and society in 

which it is produced”, they are the subject of this study (McQuail, 2010: 340). They carry 

meanings which are not “self-evident” or “fixed”, and are “somehow embedded” in the text 

and transmitted to audiences (McQuail, 2010: 340). A media text is then “constructed by 

those who read and decipher it as much as those who formulate it” (2010: 349).  

The national daily newspapers El País and El Mundo constitute the population of this study 

since they have the largest average circulation in the country
3
 and they also differ in their 

editorial lines. El País, traditionally left-centre orientated, has the highest circulation and 

                                                 
3
 See Introl.es. 2014. Medios Controlados « OJD. [online] Available at: http://www.introl.es/medios-

controlados/ [Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
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considers itself as “the leading Spanish-language daily newspaper” and “a European and 

pluralistic democracy advocate”
4
. By contrast, El Mundo, traditionally right-centre orientated, 

is the second printed publication with the largest circulation and defines itself as “the most 

influential newspaper in the Spanish society, capable of setting the political agenda and to 

become an informative reference of current affairs”
5
.   

For the purpose of this thesis, the research material comprises news articles, feature stories, 

columns and editorials published on the printed version of these dailies, excluding regional 

sections but includes supplements. The articles were sampled by means of the keyword search 

‘youth unemployment’ (in Spanish, ‘paro juvenil’) and they were selected over the period 1 

February to 15 March 2012 (44 days).  

The reasons that motivate these sampling criteria go from the formal limitations of time and 

space for the realization of this thesis to the features of the social process which is analysed –

youth unemployment- in the context of a long-lasting global financial and economic crisis 

that has hit Spain harder than other countries. Thus, a convenience sampling technique has 

been used as “the selection of sample units is consciously shaped by the research agenda” 

(Deacon, 2007: 56).   

The most appropriate methodological approach due to the qualitative purpose of this thesis is 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), framed in the discipline of Discourse Studies (DS), which 

is “devoted to the investigation of the relationship between form and function in verbal 

communication” (Renkema, 2004: 1). As a qualitative research method, it “provides a general 

framework to problem-oriented social research allowing the integration of different 

dimensions of interdisciplinarity and multiple perspectives on the object investigated” 

(Wodak, 2008: 2).  

CDA sees discourse “as a form of social practice” which “implies a dialectical relationship 

between a particular discursive event and the situation(s), institution(s) and social structure(s), 

which frame it: the discursive event is shaped by them and also shapes them” (Fairclough and 

Wodak, 1997: 258). That is why discursive practices, realized in individual texts, “can help 

produce and reproduce unequal power relations between different groups of people through 

ways in which they represent things and position people” (Fairclough and Wodak, 1997: 258).  

                                                 
4
 See Ediciones El País. 2014. EL PAÍS Corporativo. [online] Available at: http://elpais.com/corporativos/ 

[Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
5
 See Unidadeditorial.com. 2014. Productos | Unidad Editorial. [online] Available at: 

http://www.unidadeditorial.com/el-mundo.html [Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 



 

5 

 

Although CDA is the most adequate research method, it is also important to highlight its 

limitations in this study. Firstly, as Van Dijk (2007: 22) explicitly points, the involvement of 

the researcher in the topic studied is anticipated. Youth unemployment is a theme of special 

interest and sensitivity for this researcher because as a recent graduate in 2009, I suffered 

first-hand the effects of the economic crisis on the job market and the difficulties of finding a 

job for which I was not over-qualified and that it was not under-paid.  

However, I strongly believe this risk of critical bias is minimized through the principle of 

triangulation that CDA offers in order to overcome the linguistic dimension of the research 

and to include the historical, political and sociological dimensions in the analysis and 

interpretation of the sample (Wodak, 2008: 12). Besides, the personal involvement can be as 

well minimized taking the side, I consider it is more appropriate to face the reproduction of 

dominant relations among social actors – the side of the young- in the media texts analysed 

(van Dijk, 2007: 22).  

On the other hand, the findings of this qualitative study cannot be generalized to a broader 

population of media outlets (Bryman, 2012: 406). Nonetheless, I reckon that this limitation is 

counterbalanced by a convincing theoretical framework on the notion of crisis that allows for 

the possible “theoretical generalization” of inferences of this research (Mitchell, 1983 in 

Bryman, 2012).  

1.3. Thesis outline 

As noted earlier, this research aims at studying the role of the Spanish media in constructing 

the problem of youth unemployment within the global financial and economic crisis discourse 

and what power relations this narration pursues. To achieve this, the thesis is divided into 

seven chapters. Following the Introduction, the second is the Theoretical framework chapter, 

which aims at discussing previous research and theories on the notion of crisis. Firstly, crisis 

is conceptualized with a special focus on its extension into economics, based on the Marxist 

critique of political economy. Secondly, it is broadly argued the role of economic imaginaries 

in discursively shaping crisis interpretations in relation to the approach of cultural political 

economy established by Sum and Jessop (2013). Thirdly, a discussion is conveyed on several 

approaches as regards framing and constructing crisis discourse in the media. Lastly, it is 

conducted a brief account on the commodification of crisis events by mass media.  
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The third is the Methodology chapter, which describes thoroughly CDA, and the two-step 

analytical procedure, established by the Discourse-Historical Approach, used to conduct this 

research. It includes subsections for each of the analytical categories: thematic and 

representation of social actors in image and discourse.  

The Contextual background chapter establishes the setting of this study from five different 

perspectives: the global financial and economic crisis and/in Spain. The political debate about 

the crisis in the media, the social uprising due to the political mismanagement of the 

economic turmoil, socio-economic effects of the crisis, and an overview of the national media 

landscape.  

The fifth is the Description of the empirical material chapter, which goes deep into the 

characteristics of the daily newspapers El País and El Mundo as the population of this study 

and the sampling criteria. Also, the characteristics of the empirical material sampled are 

thoroughly described in this chapter.  

The Analysis chapter examines and interprets the findings obtained by the CDA of both 

samples. Firstly, the media genres of the empirical material are established as a pre-analytical 

step of the discourse analysis. Following the two-step analytical procedure of the Discourse-

Historical Approach (DHA), there are two different sections, of which the first is devoted to 

the description and interpretation of the thematic analysis for both media outlets while the 

second is dedicated to the account and discussion of the analysis of the representation of 

social actors in discourse and in image for both newspapers.  

The seventh and last is the Conclusions and future perspectives chapter, which summarizes 

the thesis by connecting the findings of the CDA with theoretical arguments and contextual 

background.  
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2. Theoretical framework 

In this chapter, I discuss a broad range of theoretical aspects on the notion of crisis, which 

jointly constitutes the framework of this thesis. Here, crisis is conceptualized with a special 

interest on its extension into economics, based on the Marxist critique of political economy, 

due to the relevance of this aspect for the study. Secondly, it is thoroughly explained the role 

of economic imaginaries in discursively shaping crisis interpretations in relation to the 

approach of cultural political economy established by Sum and Jessop (2013). In this section, 

it is also argued their analytical model by which some crisis interpretations triggered by a 

crisis event are discursively selected, retained and consolidated in an economy in order to 

broadly understand the concept of economic imaginaries. Thirdly, a discussion is conveyed on 

different approaches of how crisis is framed and constructed in the media in tune with 

political and economic interests summed to journalistic formal constraints and how that 

discourse affects the way a society interprets a crisis due to the dominant role of the media in 

the public spheres. Lastly, this chapter conducts a brief account on the commodification of 

crisis events by mass media.  

2.1. Conceptualization of economic crisis  

From the nineteenth century onward, the word crisis has gained in meanings but not in clarity 

and has mostly remained as a “catchword” (Koselleck, 2006: 397). According to Edgar Morin 

(1976), the concept of crisis has been examined in the twentieth century in almost all 

disciplines: social science, history, political science, economics, theology, medicine, 

psychology and anthropology. For Morin, a crisis event as a decisive moment provides a one 

and only opportunity for making a diagnosis. On the contrary, Reinhart Koselleck (2006: 397) 

argues that this very same notion “has been transformed to fit the uncertainties of whatever 

might be favoured at a given moment”. In these terms, crisis has been often used to describe 

“vaguely disturbing moods or situations”; some of its synonyms would be “unrest”, “conflict” 

and “revolution” (Koselleck, 2006: 399). Bebermeyer (1980: 189) also emphasizes that this 

lack of clarity will allow for new meanings to the concept of crisis in the future (in Koselleck, 

2006: 399).  

Koselleck highlights that crisis would not have eventually become a central concept without 

its extension into economics. For him, it is of particular interest the economic crisis after 1856 

caused by the gold rush and its speculation. That event established the dominance of 
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economics over the concept as “it was perceived as a world crisis” (2006: 392). Since then, 

“economic crises were increasingly viewed as global occurrences caused by the capitalist 

system itself” (Koselleck, 2006: 389).  Around this time, the concept of economic crisis had 

been widely developed theoretically. Its perception as transitional was inserted into 

philosophies of history and in that way, economic crisis theories started influencing public 

perceptions (Koselleck, 2006: 392-393).  

In particular, both philosophers Marx and Engels integrated the concept of crisis in economic 

terms into their political and historical analysis. For them, crisis described the time span when 

economic cycles seen as historically determined begin to turn. That historical determination of 

economic cycles and their recurring crises increased the chances of a final collapse of the 

capitalist system leading to its end by a revolution. Nonetheless, those recurring economic 

crises, as they predicted, did not produce any revolution after all (Koselleck, 2006: 393-394).   

Marxist economic theory distanced from the previous ideas and goes beyond all other 

economic theories from this period by offering “both a theory of history and a social theory”, 

dominated by economic factors, within which his theory of crisis assumes “central 

importance” (Koselleck, 2006: 394-395). Even though more than a century and a half has 

passed since Marx formulated his critique of political economy, it is highly relevant to the 

theoretical framework because of its extraordinary influence on contemporary sociology. 

Marx’s theory of crisis highlights that the inherent tendency of the capitalist system towards 

overproduction will always lead to recurring cyclical economic crises. He points that since 

overproduction is “always the result of a production process involving capital and labour”, 

“every crisis is thus at once a crisis of work and a crisis of capital” (in Koselleck, 2006: 396).  

For Marx, capitalism does not aim at producing goods for social needs but maximizing profits 

acquired in the markets which have been previously taken from the exploitation of workers in 

production who are paid only a proportion of the value produced. That surplus value becomes 

capital that is accumulated and invested by firms and businesses to improve their technology 

of production, and then, to increase their productivity and to save labour power, and 

subsequently, to maintain competitiveness with their counterparts. Eventually this rising 

productive capacity goes beyond what the consumer market can bear leading to modern 

overproduction, that is increasing the number of workers who are no longer needed as labour 

force and who are thus unable to buy goods, paralyzing markets and diminishing profits (in 

Koselleck, 2006).  
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However, Marx discusses that this tendency of falling rates of profit does not lead to a 

complete collapse of the capitalist system because counter-tendencies might slow it down or 

interrupt it, and give rise to a recurring ten-year economic cycle. He concludes that the 

capitalist mode of production has its own internal contradictions since the extension or 

limitation of production will be decided by the expected margin of profit and that, in the same 

way, crises point to the structural limits of capitalism as well as contain forces through which 

they can be overcome (in Koselleck, 2006).  

2.2. Cultural political economy: economic imaginaries discursively 

shaping crises 

The approach of cultural political economy (CPE) developed by the sociologists Ngai-Ling 

Sum and Bob Jessop postulates that “the economic field (or better, political economy) is 

always-already meaningful as well as structured” (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 1). CPE provides a 

combination of concepts and tools from critical semiotic analysis and critical political 

economy to analyse capitalist social formations (Jessop and Oosterlynck, 2008: 2). To be 

more specific, this approach studies the interconnections and co-evolution of the semiotic and 

material properties of social phenomena in constructing and interpreting social relations (Sum 

and Jessop: 2013: 402).  

Most recently, Sum and Jessop have analysed how the latest crisis in the North Atlantic 

economies has been “construed”, that is to say, interpreted through different economic 

imaginaries (2013: 395). The concept of economic imaginary is then pivotal since CPE aims 

to explain “the role of economic imaginaries in simplifying the complexities of actually 

existing economies, providing a strategic orientation for economic and political strategies, 

and, in part, helping to constitute that which is being imagined” (Jessop, 2008: 3-4).  

For Jessop, the actual existing economy is the “chaotic sum of all economic activities” while 

an economic imaginary is “an imaginatively narrated, more or less coherent subset of these 

activities” (Jessop, 2004: 5). The latter is “selectively defined” and “typically exclude 

elements . . . that are vital to the overall performance of the subset of economic (and extra-

economic) relations” which will limit “the efficacy of economic forecasting, management, 

planning, guidance, governance, etc.” (Jessop, 2004: 6). Moreover, it is “discursively 

constituted and materially reproduced on many sites and scales, in different spatio-temporal 

contexts, and over various spatio-temporal horizons” (Jessop, 2004: 6). In this sense, these 
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imaginaries “develop as economic, political, and intellectual forces [political parties, think 

tanks, economic bodies, trade unions, business organizations, social movements, media, etc.] 

seek to (re)define specific subsets of economic activities . . . and to articulate strategies, 

projects and visions oriented to these imagined economies” (Jessop, 2004: 6-7). Here, Jessop 

points to the role of mass media in mobilizing support behind competing imaginaries.  

The basis for the concept of economic imaginary is that any social practice is semiotic since it 

entails meaning at the time its meaning is enabled and constrained by extra-semiotic 

conditions, that is to say, the material world. CPE emphasizes the importance of the dialectic 

between discursivity and materiality to an appropriate account of the reproduction of political 

economies. “Not only do economic imaginaries provide a semiotic frame for construing 

economic events but they also help to construct such events and their economic contexts” 

(Jessop, 2004: 8). A discursive construal will be eventually constructed materially depending 

on how well both the interpretation and its materialities correspond to the properties of the 

social phenomena used to construct social reality. According to Jessop, that provides the basis 

for applying the evolutionary mechanisms of variation, selection and retention (Fairclough et 

al. 2003) to semiosis and, a posteriori, to political economy (2004: 8).  

His application of the evolutionary theory shows “the role of semiosis and its material 

supports in securing social reproduction through the selection and retention of mutually 

supportive discourses” (Jessop, 2004: 10). Jessop also emphasizes that “the semiotic and 

extra-semiotic space for variation, selection and retention is contingent” (2004: 10). Moments 

of crisis as “sources of radical transformation” lead to the disorientation of social forces by 

disrupting their taking-for-granted views of the world and to a subsequent proliferation of 

innovative discourses and material solutions, which enables the debilitation of previous 

dominant discourses and/or the blockage of adequate new discourses (Jessop, 2004: 10). 

It is therefore of particular interest for the development of economic imaginaries when crises 

affecting economies, and thus their identities and performance, emerge as the ways to deal 

with structural contradictions do no longer work and a continuing reliance on them may 

deteriorate the situation (Jessop, 2008: 11). Quoting Debray (1973: 113), Sum and Jessop 

attribute two qualities to crises. They are “objectively overdetermined” since multiple causes 

interact to produce them in a particular conjuncture, while they are “subjectively 

indeterminate” since they create the space for the proliferation of alternative interpretations 

and crisis responses with social forces taking different stances (2013: 396). In short, “crises 
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are potentially path-shaping moments” because they encourage alternative interpretations 

rooted in old and/or new imaginaries and the responses thereto (2013: 439). Which of them is 

eventually selected, retained and consolidated (if it happens) is mediated through discursive 

struggles to define the nature of the crisis and its possible solutions (Jessop, 2008).  

Sum and Jessop highlight that construing crises is not an easy task since their impact differ in 

time and scale as well as social actors experience them differently due to their diverse 

identities, interests and values. In this sense, interpretations of an economic crisis involve, i.a., 

delimiting its spatio-temporal origin, establishing its main properties (whether it is just 

economic or not) and reducing the complexity of its causes in order to focus the search for 

solutions. These construals will “shape the nature and outcome of crisis management and 

crisis responses” at the time they may propose “a new economic imaginary linked to new state 

projects and hegemonic visions that can be translated into material, social and spatio-temporal 

fixes that would jointly underpin continued [capital] accumulation” (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 

399). For Jessop, an economic imaginary is therefore a “semiotic order [Fairclough 2003] 

which (re)articulates various genres, discourses, and styles around a novel economic strategy, 

state project, and hegemonic vision affecting diverse institutional orders and the lifeworld” 

(2004: 11).  

As aforementioned, CPE provides an analytical model to explain how old ways of dealing 

with structural contradictions are called into question in times of crisis at the same time the 

crisis triggers alternative interpretations and the responses to it. It represents “an overlapping 

sequence of variation, selection and retention of crisis interpretations” (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 

403-404). Although this analytical model will not be used to further assess and interpret the 

findings of this thesis, it is highly relevant to sketch it in order to offer a broader 

understanding of the role of economic imaginaries in discursively shaping crisis 

interpretations.  

A discursive struggle for hegemony firstly arises when diverse narratives rooted in old and/or 

new economic imaginaries proliferate to interpret the nature and significance of the crisis with 

social forces taking different stances when proposing new strategies, projects or policies to 

solve it. The hegemony of some discourses and its associated strategies and projects over 

others will depend either on the power to convince policy-makers or a large group of social 

forces, or on their resonance with the personal narratives of those social categories affected by 

the crisis, or on the efficacy of narrators to transmit their interpretation and convince social 
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actors (Jessop, 2004; Jessop and Oosterlynk, 2008; Sum and Jessop, 2013). Here, “narrative 

resonance, argumentative force and scientific merit” play partly a role (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 

405).  

On the contrary, extra-semiotic factors linked to “structural, agential and technological 

selectivities” are more important at the second stage (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 405). The 

selection of specific interpretations will depend on the trans-historical narrative deeply 

embedded in a particular culture, or meta-narrative, and its discursive selectivities; the role of 

mass media and intellectuals in public life; and the properties of economic, political and 

ideological domination apparatuses in public and private domains. “Crisis construal is heavily 

mediatised, depending on specific forms of visualization and media representations, which 

typically vary across popular, serious and specialist media” (Jessop and Sum, 2013: 402). 

What it is most relevant here is what remains unstated in these interpretations because all 

narratives are “selective” (Jessop and Sum, 2013: 405). 

In the third phase, hegemonic narratives will be “retained”, that is “discursively reproduced, 

incorporated into individual routines, and institutionally embedded”, “when they are able to 

reorganize the balance of (social) forces and guide supportive structural transformation” 

(Jessop, 2008: 13). Jessop shows cautiousness when stating that “there is many a slip between 

discursive resonance in a given conjuncture and an eventual, relatively enduring institutional 

materiality” (2004: 15). Here, it is vital the limited and provisional suitability between 

economic imaginaries and the material characteristics of the economy and its embedding in 

the social world (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 405). The mechanisms of variation, selection and 

retention of crisis interpretations will erase those “arbitrary, rationalistic, and willed” in 

favour of those “correct” readings which will be eventually institutionalized in the economic 

order to face structural contradictions, producing “truth-effects” (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 402).  

For CPE, the economic forms (commodity, money, property, wages...) associated with the 

capitalist mode of production must be analysed as such since they have their own effects and 

shape the selection and retention of competing economic imaginaries (Jessop, 2004). The 

laws of motion of the capitalist mode of production cannot strictly secure the reproduction of 

capital relation because they are “doubly tendential and depend on contingent social practices 

that extend well beyond what it is from time to time construed and/or constructed as 

economic” (Jessop, 2004: 18). CPE therefore offers a solution to this highlighting “the 

constitutive material role of the extra-economic supports of market forces” and “how different 
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economic imaginaries serve to demarcate economic from extra-economic activities, 

institutions, and orders and hence how semiosis is also constitutive in securing the conditions 

for capital accumulation” (Jessop, 2004: 19). 

2.3. Discursive construction of crisis in the media   

Several scholars are found in literature that shed light on the specific relation between the 

media and the notion of crisis (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992; Hay, 1996; Stråth and Wodak, 

2009). All of them agree that the media play a key role in the narrative construction of crises 

in the public spheres since they “often construct a second virtual reality which corresponds to 

specific political interests and formal constraints (of the genre, format, and so forth)” and 

which in turn resembles national narratives –in this case, about crisis- which work for “highly 

political, economic and ideological functions” (Wodak, 2009 in Stråth and Wodak, 2009: 18). 

In the same line of CPE (Sum and Jessop, 2013), Hay (1996: 255) highlights “the central 

importance for structural transformation of the state of the identification and narration of 

crisis itself”. For Offe (1984: 36), the policy-making capacity of the state as a form of crisis 

management lies on its ability to define “crises as developmental tendencies that can be 

confronted and counteracted” (in Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 3). Then, the state must argue 

that this crisis-proneness is characteristic of the social order so that policies to counterbalance 

those tendencies can be implemented. As t’Hart (1993: 41) also claims, “the most important 

instrument of crisis management is language. Those who are able to define what the crisis is 

all about also hold the key to defining the appropriate strategies for (its) resolution” (in Hay, 

1996: 255). In short, “state power (the ability to impose a new trajectory upon the structures 

of the state) resides not only in the ability to respond to crises, but to identify, define and 

constitute crisis in the first place” (Hay, 1996: 255). 

Some similarities are found between Sum and Jessop’s approach (2013) and Hay’s 

perspectives (1996: 255) on the discursive construction of crisis. For the latter, given 

contradictions within the institutions of the state can sustain massive competing narratives of 

crisis. But only those discourses which can resonate with the lived experiences of social actors 

will gain hegemony. To this end, crisis narratives must identify “minor alterations” in a given 

social order as symptoms of “a generic condition of (state) failure”. Through that ideological 

struggle for hegemony, a predominant discursive construction of crisis emerges (selection) 

and eventually, “the crisis becomes lived in these terms” (retention). Then, “state projects 
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must respond to this narrative construction of crisis, and not necessarily to the conditions of 

contradiction and failure that in fact underlie it” (Hay, 1996: 255).  

Mass media play a central role in presenting crisis in the public sphere. The very moment of 

labelling an event or sequence of events as a crisis is itself a political and ideological act and 

thus, a means of social control (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992). Also, a crisis event is 

newsworthy for the media as well as media discourses on the event become themselves 

elements of the crisis. However, when it comes to crises, mass media hold a paradoxical 

position due to their function as agents of social discourse and their economic status as 

suppliers of “commodified” information. Opposite to other social institutions, “media thrive 

on crisis and are threatened by normalcy” (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 3).  

In this regard, Raboy and Dagenais argue that “media will tend to pay even more attention to 

a fabricated crisis than to one that can stake a material claim to reality” (1992: 3). Quoting 

Guy Debord (1990), they state that public life and thus political decision-making processes 

have been reduced to a spectacle in modern society which is transmitted unilaterally and uni-

directionally through the media. In this way, what is said through the media spectacle gains 

“historical validity” while “only those consecrated by the spectacle are entitled to speak with 

authority” (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 4).  

These arguments therefore set the basis for a discussion on the interrelation between politics 

and the media. Stråth and Wodak (2009), in their study about how European values have been 

represented and negotiated in national public spheres in the context of crisis events in 

European contemporary history, discuss the interrelation between the political and journalistic 

fields and their need for each other to function based on Pierre Bourdieu’s theory (2005). The 

media have become an important arena where public struggles for social recognition take 

place due to its power for mass distribution in public spheres. However, these conflicts for 

public prestige are constrained by the interdependence of the journalistic field with politics. 

On the one hand, mass media long for stories that would appeal large audiences in relation to 

their ideological and political stance. While, on the other hand, politics depend on the 

journalistic field to spread their projects and strategies at the time the latter depends on the 

former for information. In the mean time, other social groups of interest keep advancing in 

this struggle for public recognition.  

However, the media degree of autonomy is not only constrained by the political field but also 

by market economy laws. Mass media are not only politically but economically 
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instrumentalized due to the increasing competition in the media market. They employ the 

professional journalistic skills to select news and actors according to their capacity to succeed 

in economic terms, that is, “in order to acquire large-scale distribution or reputation” based on 

the consumers’ demand. The outcome of this dynamic might be “structural and mental 

closure” and “the banalization of pure news and service journalism” (Stråth and Wodak, 

2009: 31). 

In this context of political, economic and journalistic interrelations, mass media play a dual 

role in the public spheres. They act as “constructors of unique frames” at the time they are “a 

conduit for the public communiqués of others” (Callaghan and Schnell, 2010: 187). On the 

one hand, political agents as well as interest groups need the mass media to convey their 

message to the public and expand their public prestige. While, on the other hand, the media 

shape for whatever reasons (economic, political, ideological...) how issues are framed either 

directly and/or through the selection of some political agents or interest groups’ messages. 

This further underpins the “symbiotic” relationship between the media and political elites 

based on the reciprocal give and take of information (Callaghan and Schnell, 2010: 187).   

Regardless mass media must act as agents of social communication in modern society, their 

democratic function in the public spheres becomes “increasingly problematic” in relation to 

periods of crisis (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 5). Democracy as a value “implies equality, 

social justice and political mechanisms for people to participate meaningfully in making the 

decisions that affect their lives” and it is then “an ongoing struggle, in the political, economic, 

social and cultural spheres” (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 5). Due to the dominant position of 

the media in the public spheres, they play a crucial role when presenting an event as a crisis 

and thus as a challenge to the dominant social order or when denying an existing crisis in the 

interests of political elites to attenuate the conflict and preserve social order. In both cases, 

they take a political stance. The media can be seen either as a pivotal social institution when 

democracy is at risk or as social agents refusing the possibility of democracy. In one way or 

another, the media become an instrumental institution of the political and economic power in 

times of crisis. 

Nonetheless, it is relevant to emphasize that “there is a difference between having power over 

a text and having power over the agenda within which that text is constructed and presented” 

(Morley 1992: 31 in Hay, 1996: 261). Regarding power over discourse, it is crucial to 

mention Entman’s notions of frame and framing. Frames “define the problem, diagnose its 
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cause, offer and justify treatments for the problem, and predict their likely effects” (1993: 52 

in Callaghan and Schnell, 2010: 185-186). Through them, political elites, the media and other 

groups of interest can alter how an issue such as a crisis can be interpreted for their own ends 

and thus, shift public opinion. Framing is therefore “the process of selecting and emphasizing 

certain aspects of a perceived reality in a media text, which in turn may guide the recipients’ 

interpretation and evaluation of this reality” (Entman, 1993 in Quiring and Weber, 2012: 

297). From my view, media framing in order to succeed must be based on imaginaries which 

are “sets of cultural elements common to a given social group (or groups) that shape ‘lived 

experience’ and help to reproduce social relations” (Sum and Jessop, 2013: 439).  

The media are not only crucial in representing crisis because they “often construct a second 

virtual reality which corresponds to specific political interests and formal constraints” but 

because the media-constructed version of that reality is dominant in the public spheres and 

resembles in turn national narratives which work for “highly political, economic and 

ideological functions” (Stråth and Wodak, 2009: 18). National narratives are constructed in 

the continuous present of a specific culture which affects interpretations of past experiences 

and possible future expectations, according to Stråth and Wodak (2009). Their discussion 

about the role of language, speech, and ideologies to construct social reality provides with the 

basis to think of national narratives about crisis as “creative and purposeful processes” (Stråth 

and Wodak, 2009: 23) that, quoting Zelizer (1998: 3), “allow for the fabrication, 

rearrangement, elaboration and omission of details about the past, often pushing aside 

accuracy and authenticity so as to accommodate broader issues of identity formation, power 

and authority, and political affiliation”.   

It is likewise important to point to power in discourse since media texts about youth 

unemployment are the subject of this research. For Fairclough and Wodak, discursive 

practices “can help produce and reproduce unequal power relations between different groups 

of people through the ways in which they represent things and position people” (1997: 258). 

The analysis of media texts as specific and unique realizations of a discourse serve to learn 

about “collectively shared immanent ideologies and attitudes” (Stråth and Wodak, 2009: 28).  

Furthermore, Hay’s approach to the discursive construction of crisis is pivotal because he 

emphasizes that media influence is mainly exerted over “the discursive context within which 

political subjectivities are constituted, reinforced and re-constituted” (1996: 261). He argues 

that media texts become ideological when readers decode them. In other words, media texts 
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impose discursive selectivity when they sustain a range of different interpretations 

establishing thus the discursive field or agenda. Thus, ideologies are “discourses which in 

their reception have the effect of sustaining, reproducing and extending relations of 

domination” (Hay, 1996: 261). According to him, the political influence of the media is not 

only reduced to its discursive capacity to constitute or not a crisis but to reconfigurate the 

context of political discourse and the nature of the political agenda.  

For Hay, media discourses interpellate readers to identify with a particular subject position. 

When media texts are written or encoded, different subject positions are constructed within 

the discourse for an active audience to read or decode them through an imaginative process 

where they inject themselves in the narrative structure framed by a media discourse. Readers 

are then constituted as positioned subjects through the text. Interpellation implies active 

readers who “adopt (and supplement) a subject position inscribed within the text to the extent 

that it finds resonance with our experiences, recollections, sensitivities, sensibilities and 

understandings” (Hay, 1996: 264). However, readers can resist or reject the interpellation, or 

fail to recognise it and thus remaining unpositioned. “Interpellations, however resisted, define 

a particular subject matter as newsworthy and tend to delimit a discursive space within which 

such events become politically contested” (Hay, 1996: 265).  

So, how is a crisis discursively constructed in the media? Hay sees it as “a process involving 

the mapping together of a great variety of disparate events unified through the identification 

of some common essence” (1996: 266). In other words, crisis discourse in the media 

assimilates a range of different events and the experiences attached to them “as symptomatic 

of a more generic condition” (1996: 266). In this way, “the discursive construction of crisis . . 

. is the product of a process of secondary mediation, abstraction and narration. Here, the 

products of primary narration (the mediated events themselves) become the subject matter for 

a further process of narration” (1996: 267).   

2.4. The commodification of crisis by the media 

In modern societies, capitalism has generalized the commodity form to things and social 

relations (Van Binsbergen, 2005). And as it was to be expected, the commodification of 

culture has expanded to the media terrain since they function as suppliers of commodified 

information in the public spheres. In this context, media outlets can play three strategic roles 

in times of crisis. As aforementioned, they normally act as “constructors of unique frames” of 

social reality at the time they are “a conduit for the public communiqués of others” (Callaghan 
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and Schnell, 2010: 187). But when it comes to crisis events, they can also enable the public to 

share their views on the conflict at stake; in this case, the media can act as mediators between 

the different parts involved in and affected by it (Roth, 1992: 151). 

Rephrasing Debord (1983), public life has been reduced to a spectacle which is mediated by 

and through the mass media. In this sense, Roth highlights that in the public spheres a crisis 

event used for the purposes of profit becomes “a spectacle of image-events produced and 

reproduced as commodity forms to be sold, to be consumed nostalgically” (1992: 144), or in 

the words of Debord, “to make history forgotten within the culture” (1983: 192)”. She 

questions whether this is what cultural politics is all about, that is to say, the commodification 

of culture. So, any newsworthy event of social reality, such as socio-economic repercussions 

of a global financial and economic crisis which affects most of the advanced economies in the 

world, becomes constrained and thus, framed by the journalistic routines and formats of the 

media which aim at increasing their economic profits. As Roth states, those who own the 

media thus control the frameworks and in this way, “media construct crises to appear to have 

no histories in their objectified versions: crises as commodities” (1992: 144).  

As argued by Roth in her description of the Mohawk crisis in Canada and the role of media 

(see Roth, 1992: 144-161), by conducting this study I would like to shed some light on the 

discursive construction of the global financial and economic crisis in Spain and how the 

problem of youth unemployment and thus, the young -who were largely affected by the 

dramatic deterioration of the job market- have been discursively represented in the national 

daily newspapers with largest circulation, El País and El Mundo. Moreover, I would like to 

learn whether these media outlets by focusing on the young have dramatized their 

representation for the purpose of profit to gain audience, and then, commodifying them.  



 

19 

 

3. Methodology 

In this chapter, I explain in detail the methodology I used to analyse the articles sampled from 

the Spanish newspapers El País and El Mundo in order to examine how they have 

discursively constructed the problem of youth unemployment within the narration of the 

global financial and economic crisis and to learn what purposes this narration pursues. To 

begin with, I offer a broad account on the qualitative research method used in this study, 

Critical Discourse Analysis and its key concepts. Secondly, I provide with a thorough 

description of the levels and categories of analysis with special focus on the categories of the 

representation of social actors which constitute the in-depth part of the analysis.   

3.1. Critical Discourse Analysis 

Before starting with a detail description of the methodology, I want to point that this research 

relies on media content –media texts- because it is the “most accessible evidence of how mass 

communication works” at the time “it has often been regarded as more or less reliable 

evidence about the culture and society in which it is produced” (McQuail, 2010: 340). Media 

content carries meanings, which are “somehow embedded” in media texts and are transmitted 

to audiences, but which are not, however, “self-evident” or “fixed” (McQuail, 2010: 340). 

McQuail thus claims that a media text is “constructed by those who read and decipher it as 

much as those who formulate it” (2010: 349). For that reason, Critical Discourse Analysis 

happens to be the most appropriate methodological approach for the qualitative purpose of 

this study since it offers a broad range of tools to the analysis of discourse.  

CDA is a qualitative research method that it is framed in the discipline of Discourse Studies, 

which is “devoted to the investigation of the relationship between form and function in verbal 

communication” (Renkema, 2004: 1). It “provides a general framework to problem-oriented 

social research allowing the integration of different dimensions of interdisciplinarity and 

multiple perspectives on the object investigated” (Wodak, 2008: 2). This methodological 

approach sees discourse “as a form of social practice” which “implies a dialectical 

relationship between a particular discursive event and the situation(s), institution(s) and social 

structure(s), which frame it: the discursive event is shaped by them and also shapes them” 

(Fairclough and Wodak, 1997: 258). Then, discursive practices, realized in individual texts, 

“can help produce and reproduce unequal power relations between different groups of people 

through the ways in which they represent things and position people” (Fairclough and Wodak, 
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1997: 258). A media text is thus conceived as a “semiotic entity”, “embedded in an 

immediate, text-internal co-text and an intertextual and socio-political context” (Wodak, 

2008: 2). 

Nonetheless, it is important to differentiate between discourse and text conceptually. The 

main difference is that discourse is defined in a more abstract level than text. Lemke considers 

discourse as “the social activity of making meanings with language and other symbolic 

systems in some particular kind of situation or setting” (1995: 7ff in Wodak, 2008: 6). In 

more specific terms, Wodak defines discourse “as a complex bundle of simultaneous and 

sequential interrelated acts, which manifest themselves within and across the social fields of 

action and thematically interrelated semiotic, oral and written tokens, very often as texts, that 

belong to specific semiotic types” (in Krzyżanowski, 2010: 75). To the contrary, texts are 

“graspable” representations of discourses (Krzyżanowski, 2010: 75). According to Lemke, a 

text is produced “on each occasion when the particular meaning characteristic of these 

discourses is being made” (1995: 7ff in Wodak, 2008: 6). Thus, “discourse implies patterns 

and commonalities of knowledge and structures whereas a text is a specific and unique 

realization of a discourse” (Wodak, 2008: 6).  

Discourses are also connected to the notion of “fields of action”. According to Girnth (1996), 

the latter are “segments of the respective societal reality, which can contribute to constituting 

and shaping the frame of a discourse” (in Wodak, 2008: 17). They comprise a multitude of 

discursive practices which are represented by different genres (Krzyżanowski, 2010: 76). For 

Fairclough (1995: 14), a genre is “a socially ratified way of using language in connection with 

a particular type of social activity”. Discourses then “spread” to different fields of action and 

other discourses (Wodak, 2008: 17).  

Discourse analysis “has to take into account the intertextual and interdiscursive relationships 

between utterances, texts, genres and discourses, as well as the extralinguistic 

social/sociological variables, the history and archaeology of an organization, and institutional 

frames of a specific context of situation” (Wodak, 2008: 2). Discourses, which are realized in 

individual texts, can be defined in terms of genre and topic. All texts are linked to other texts 

both diachronically and synchronically, that is to say, both in the past and in the present. That 

historical dimension is defined as intertextuality. On the other hand, interdiscursivity indicates 

that discourses about different topics intersect within an individual text.  
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When particular discourses are transferred and transformed from one text into another that is 

called recontextualization. In this process, it is seen how a discourse is decontextualized in 

order to be implemented in a new context (Wodak, 2008: 3). Nonetheless, for Van Leeuwen 

and Wodak (1999: 6), “recontextualization always involves transformation and what exactly 

gets transformed depends on the interests, goals and values of the context into which the 

practice is recontextualized” (in Stråth and Wodak, 2009: 29). They differentiate between the 

rearrangement of elements, the deletion of elements, the addition of elements and the 

substitution of elements.  

The concept of context is therefore an inherent part of CDA. Van Dijk (2006) understands 

context in a dual way in order to analyse discourse and texts: as “the dynamic relation 

between physical settings and discursively-funded actions undertake therein by different 

individuals and collective actors” and as “an analytical notion which allows recognising 

different levels at which to consider discourse in the process of analysis” (in Krzyżanowski, 

2010: 78). Van Dijk’s theoretical approach to context in cognitive terms introduces the notion 

of context models to highlight that social actors participating in a communicative action rely 

on them for the dynamic perception of contextual information. These context models are “the 

missing link between discourse and society” since they “provide social actors with an array of 

possibilities on how to relate one’s perceptions of self and others to particular settings, genre, 

etc.” (in Krzyżanowski, 2010: 78-79). Therefore, Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive model 

“describes how the attitudes and ideologies of groups are produced discursively, stored in 

schemata and mental models, and subsequently reproduced, in media and when 

reading/listening or viewing media texts” (Stråth and Wodak, 2009: 28).  

On the other hand, context is understood as a notion to analyse how texts and discourses are 

socially produced and how they are socially consumed (Wodak in Krzyżanowski, 2010: 79). 

In order to minimize the risk of critical bias on the part of the researcher, CDA introduces the 

principle of triangulation to overcome the linguistic dimension of the research and to include 

the historical, political, sociological and/or psychological dimensions in the analysis and 

interpretation of media texts (Wodak, 2008: 12). This triangulatory approach takes into 

account four levels of context: “the immediate, language or text internal co-text; the 

intertextual and interdiscursive relationship between utterances, texts, genres and discourses; 

the extralinguistic socio/sociological variables and institutional frames of a specific ‘context 

of situation’ (middle-range theories); and the broader socio-political and historical context, to 

which the discursive practices are embedded in and related to (macro theories)” (Wodak, 
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2008: 12-13). This research strategy proceeds in an abductive way with the constant back and 

forth between theory and the empirical materials under investigation (Krzyżanowski, 2010: 

80).  

3.2. Levels and categories of analysis 

As a pre-analytical procedure in CDA, I established the media genres of the empirical 

material. According to McQuail (2010: 370), genre in relation to mass media is a useful 

concept and refers to any category of content that is characterized as follows: “its collective 

identity is recognized more or less equally by its producers (the media) and its consumers 

(media audiences)”; “this identity relates to purposes (such as information, entertainment or 

subvariants), form (length, pace, structure, language, etc.) and meaning (reality reference)”; 

“this identity has been established over time and observes familiar conventions (...)” and “a 

particular genre will follow an expected structure of narrative or sequence of action, draw on 

a predictable stock of images and have a repertoire of variants of basic themes”.   

After doing so, it was conducted the two-step procedure, established by the DHA of CDA, 

which entails a thematic and an in-depth level of analysis (Krzyżanowski, 2010: 81). The aim 

of the thematic analysis was “to map out the contents of analysed texts and to ascribe them to 

particular discourses to which the analysed texts may belong” (Krzyżanowski, 2010: 81). 

Therefore, the journalistic texts from El País and El Mundo were firstly analysed in order to 

define the discourse topics in an inductive way that is “by means of decoding the meaning of 

text passages and then ordering them into lists of key themes and sub-themes” 

(Krzyżanowski, 2010: 81). At this stage, the decoded topics and sub-topics were listed and 

critically discussed for each of the media outlets. 

Once this step was fulfilled, an in-depth analysis of the representation of social actors was 

carried out since the aim of this study is to examine how the problem of youth unemployment 

and thus, the young are discursively constructed in the narration of the global financial and 

economic crisis in the Spanish newspapers El País and El Mundo and what power relations 

these media outlets produce through that representation. This in-depth analysis was conducted 

from a double perspective: on the one hand, how social actors are discursively represented 

through the analysis of the texts; and on the other hand, how social actors are visually 

represented through the semiotic analysis of images.  
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3.2.1. Representation of social actors in discourse 

The aim of this level of analysis was to examine in-depth how social actors were discursively 

represented in the media texts sampled. To that end, I used Van Leeuwen’s “sociosemantic 

inventory” of analytical categories in relation to the representation of social actors in 

discourse (2008: 23). These categories are relevant for him from sociological and critical 

perspectives for two reasons. On the one hand, he considers that language does not have “bi-

uniqueness”, or in other words, that “sociological agency is not always realized by linguistic 

agency, by the grammatical role of the ‘agent’” (2008: 23). That is why he would rather ask 

how the agents of verbal processes can be represented -by reference to their person, utterance, 

etc.- without privileging any of these choices and the contexts in which one or another tend to 

happen (2008: 24). On the other hand, Van Leeuwen (2008: 25) understands his categories as 

“pan-semiotic”, that is to say, that a given culture has its own ways of representing the social 

world and its specific ways of drawing up the different semiotic modes (in this case, verbal or 

visual) onto these ways of representing the world.  

Van Leeuwen highlights that “representations include or exclude social actors to suit their 

interests and purposes [media outlets’ interests and purposes] in relation to the readers for 

whom they are intended” (2008: 28). Two types of exclusion are proposed: firstly, the 

exclusion of both social actors and their activities leaving no trace in the representation, and 

secondly, when actions are included but some (or all) participants involved in them are 

excluded, which can be realized through either suppression –no reference to the social actor(s) 

in question found in the text- or backgrounding –the excluded participants are not mentioned 

in relation to the action but mentioned elsewhere in the text- (2008: 29-30).  

On the other hand, Van Leeuween argues that “representations can reallocate roles or 

rearrange the social relations between the participants” (2008: 32). As regards role allocation, 

he emphasizes that through textual analysis, it can be investigated which choices are made 

and in which contexts, why these choices were made, what interests are served and what 

purposes achieved. In this sense, representation can endow social actors with either active or 

passive roles. Therefore, social actors can be represented as the active part in an action or 

activity, whereas participants are presented in the latter case as undergoing the action and thus 

being treated as objects, or as being the recipients of the action and thereby benefiting from it.  

Also, social actors “can be represented as classes, or as specific, identifiable individuals”, that 

is to say, participants are represented either in generic or in concrete terms (2008: 35). 



 

24 

 

According to Van Leeuwen, social actors are represented in varying ways by the different 

sectors of the press. “In middle-class-oriented newspapers, government agents and experts 

tend to be referred to specifically, and ‘ordinary people’ generically”, while “in working-

class-oriented newspapers, (...) ‘ordinary people’ are frequently referred to specifically” (Van 

Leeuwen, 2008: 35).  

On the contrary, social actors can be assimilated or individualized in representations. These 

are pivotal in critical discourse analysis due to “the great value which is placed on 

individuality in many spheres of our society” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 37). Individualization 

means, as the noun expresses, that participants can be referred to as individuals, whereas 

social actors through assimilation are referred to as groups of people. The latter can be carried 

out through collectivization when groups of participants are quantified by a mass noun or a 

noun corresponding to a group of people, or through aggregation when groups of people are 

quantified as statistics.  

Van Leeuwen also points to another way of referring to groups: association. This category 

refers to groups which are formed by social actors or groups of participants (who can be 

referred to in generic or specific terms) and which are never labelled as such in the text 

although those who are part of them might be named and/or categorized. It must be 

highlighted that “in many texts, associations are formed and unformed (‘dissociation’) as the 

text proceeds” (2008: 39).  

Another two categories are distinguished with regard to indetermination and differentiation. 

The former takes place when “social actors are represented as unspecified, ‘anonymous’ 

individuals or groups” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 39), while the latter occurs when a 

representation “explicitly differentiates an individual social actor or group of social actors 

from a similar actor or group, creating the difference between the ‘self’ and the ‘other’” (Van 

Leeuwen, 2008: 40).  

Participants can be also nominated or categorized in representations. Through nomination, 

social actors are represented in terms of their “unique identity” which is usually realized by 

proper nouns, while participants are represented through categorization “in terms of identities 

and functions they share with others” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 40). Van Leeuwen (2008: 42) 

establishes two “key types” as regards categorization: functionalization and identification. In 

the first case, “social actors are referred to in terms of an activity, in terms of something they 
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do”, whereas in the second case, participants are represented in relation to what they are (Van 

Leeuwen, 2008: 42).  

In turn, identification comprises three sub-categories: classification, relational identification, 

and physical identification. Through classification, social actors are represented “in terms of 

the major categories by means of which a given society or institution differentiates between 

classes of people” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 42). Some of these major categories are gender, 

class, religion, age, sexual orientation or wealth. Relational identification, however, occurs 

when social actors are referred to “in terms of personal, kinship or work relations to each 

other” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 43). Lastly, participants represented through physical 

identification are referred to “in terms of physical characteristics which uniquely identify 

them in a given context” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 44). There is nonetheless a fourth category 

known as appraisement through which participants are represented in “interpersonal” terms, 

that is to say, in terms which evaluate them in a positive or negative way such as good or bad 

(Van Leeuwen, 2008: 45).  

Social actors can be also impersonalized by means which do not include the semantic feature 

human. That can occur through abstraction or objectivation. In the case of abstraction, 

participants are referred to “by means of a quality assigned to them by and in the 

representation” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 46). When it comes to objectivation, “social actors are 

represented by means of reference to a place or thing closely associated either with their 

person or with the action in which they are represented as being engaged” (Van Leeuwen, 

2008: 46). In turn, objectivation can occur as spatialization, utterance autonomization, 

instrumentalization or somatisation. Through spatialization, participants are represented in 

terms of “a place with which they are, in the given context, closely associated” (Van 

Leeuwen, 2008: 46). As a form of objectivation, utterance autonomization occurs when 

“social actors are represented by means of reference to their utterances” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 

46). On the contrary, participants are represented through instrumentalization by referring to 

“the instrument with which they carry out the action in which they are represented as being 

engaged” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 46). Lastly, participants can be represented “by means of 

reference to a part of their body”, that is called somatisation (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 47).  

The last major category established by Van Leeuwen is overdetermination, which occurs 

when social actors are referred to as participating in more than one social practice at the same 

time. There are in turn four sub-categories of overdetermination. When participants are 
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connected to two practices which are somehow opposite, inversion occurs. Another sub-

category is symbolization and it happens “when a ‘fictional’ social actor or group of social 

actors stands for actors or groups in nonfictional social practices”; these fictional social actors 

often belong to “a mythical, distant past” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 48). When a one and only 

determination (which can be a nomination or physical identification) stands for a 

classification or functionalization, then connotation occurs. A last form of overdetermination 

is distillation which “connects social actors to several social practices by abstracting the same 

feature from the social actors involved in these several practices” (Van Leeuwen, 2008: 50).  

3.2.2. Representation of social actors in images 

The second part of the in-depth analysis aimed at examining how social actors were visually 

represented in the images displayed along with the texts sampled. This visual analysis relied 

on Van Leeuwen’s (2008) categories in relation to the representation of social actors in 

discourse explained above. However, they were complemented by the categories established 

by Kress and Van Leeuwen (2006) as regards the resources that visual communication 

deploys to constitute the interaction between the producer and viewer. They think of images 

as fulfilling speech acts, as in Halliday terms (1985).  

These authors emphasize that both producers and viewers know “the way social interactions 

and social relations can be encoded in images” despite producers have an active role since 

they can send and receive messages through images, while viewers are passive and can only 

receive them (2006: 115). The interactive dimension of images is based on “non-verbal” 

language that is shared alike by producers and viewers (2006: 16). Also, the disjunction 

between the context of production and reception of an image causes “social relations to be 

represented” (2006: 116). In other words, the relation between producer and viewer is only 

represented since the producer is absent from the place where the act of communication with 

the viewer occurs. Therefore, on the one hand, images were analysed as regards how the 

viewer was positioned in relation to the people represented inside them, and on the other 

hand, images were analysed as regards how people were represented (or not) in them. 

Kress and Van Leeuwen highlight that images interact with the viewer in two different ways: 

demand and offer. In the first case, “the participant’s gaze (and the gesture, if present) 

demands something from the viewer, demands that the viewer enter into some kind of 

imaginary relation with him or her” (2006: 118). Either the image wants the viewer to do 

something or to form a kind of social tie with the represented participant. In this way, images 
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can define the viewer while excluding other viewers. To the contrary, an image can offer “the 

represented participants to the viewer as times of information, objects of contemplation, 

impersonally, as though they were specimens in a display case” (2006: 119). Then, subjects in 

the image do not look at the viewer but they are looked at. This choice between offer and 

demand in images can also characterize pictorial genres. Kress and Van Leeuwen point that 

demand pictures are preferred in television newsreading because this context requires “a sense 

of connection between the viewers and the authority figures, celebrities and role models they 

depict” (2006: 120).  

The interactive meaning of images has a second dimension related to the distance, that is to 

say, the size of frame (close-up or extreme close-up, medium shot or full shot, long shot, etc.). 

As in everyday life social relations determine the distance people keep from one another; the 

same occurs in images. Kress and Van Leeuwen claim that “images allow us to imaginarily 

come as close to public figures as if they were our friends and neighbours –or to look at 

people like ourselves as strangers, ‘others’” (2006: 126). In visual genres, “distance is used to 

signify respect for authorities of various kinds” (2006: 126).  

A third dimension of the way images cause relations between represented participants and 

viewers is perspective, or in other words, the selection of an angle which can imply to express 

subjective attitudes towards that or those represented. “Objective images (...) disregard the 

viewer” (Kress and Van Leeuwen: 2006: 131), while subjective images impose a perspective 

to the viewer and thus, there is “a kind of symmetry between the way the image-producer 

relates to the represented participants, and the way the viewer must, willy-nilly, also relate to 

them” (2006: 131). In these terms, “horizontal angle, then, is a function of the relation 

between the frontal plane of the image-producer and the frontal place of the represented 

participants. The two can either be parallel, aligned with one another, or form an angle, 

diverge from one another” (2006: 134). As regards the vertical angle, Kress and Van Leeuwen 

differentiate between low and high angles. The represented participant will have power over 

the interactive participant when the former is seen from a low angle. Contrary to that, the 

interactive participant will have power over the represented participant when the latter is seen 

from a high angle.  

Regarding how people can be represented (or not) in images, Machin and Mayr (2012) 

establish some categories in order to understand the effects produced by certain visual 

resources in images, which are similar to Van Leeuwen’s analytical categories in discourse 
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(2008). People can be depicted either as individuals or as groups. The effect produced by the 

latter depiction is of homogenisation, regardless the represented participants are different to 

some extent, creating a “they are all the same” impression (2012: 101). Also, people can be 

depicted in specific terms through the use of stereotypes. In this way, “the effect is to make 

the individuality of people disappear behind the elements that categorise them” (2012: 101). 

The last category of exclusion points to the fact that “certain categories of people are not 

represented in pictures of settings where they are in fact present or in events in which they 

participate” (2012: 102). The authors highlight that this kind of exclusion images can “carry 

very real messages about evaluations of identities, ideas, values and actions with possible 

social consequences” (2012: 102).  
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4. Contextual background 

This chapter aims at setting the contextual background of this thesis. Here, I explain the 

setting where this study must be assessed and interpreted from five different perspectives. I 

firstly describe how the Spanish economy has evolved in the last two decades in accordance 

with world patterns as well as why Spain was affected by the global financial and economic 

crisis to a larger extent than other advanced economies. Secondly, I discuss how the political 

debate on crisis management developed in national mass media as the effects of the financial 

and economic turmoil intensified in Spain. In the third section, I provide with a brief account 

of the social uprising, called the 15-M movement, which took place in May 2011 triggered by 

the political mismanagement of the crisis. Fourthly, I argue some of the findings that recent 

studies have uncovered in relation to the socio-economic effects of the crisis in Spain, with 

special interest in the young. To conclude, I account for the main characteristics of the 

Spanish media landscape, according to Hallin and Mancini’s approach (2007).  

4.1. The global financial and economic crisis in/and Spain 

Some economists agree that the evolution of the Spanish economy can be properly explained 

in the context of what has occurred in the world economy over the last two decades 

(Fernández and Ohanian, 2010), while some others agree that strong attention must be also 

paid at the effects of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) on the national economy and 

at Spain’s long-standing economic weaknesses in order to understand why the country was 

affected to a larger extent by the latest global financial and economic crisis (Royo, 2009; 

Pacheco, 2011).  

Fernández and Ohanian (2010) argue that the Spanish economy has exactly followed the 

pattern of expansion and contraction of the global economy. Since 1994 till the first half of 

2008, Spain went through a period of uninterrupted economic growth that finished right after 

when the national economy entered acute recession. Thus, the world experienced a long 

period of prosperity, fast economic growth and price stability during 1994-2008, except for 

the slight recession in the US in 2001. However, this period of expansion ended sharply in the 

second half of 2008 when the global economy entered recession. Both authors claim that this 

global recession combines four elements of a “perfect economic storm”: it started with a 

significant oil shock; secondly, world trade collapsed; thirdly, a huge reallocation from 
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housing construction into other economic sectors; and lastly, a relevant financial turmoil 

(2010: 2-3).  

Nonetheless, Royo (2009) and Pacheco (2011) highlight that the country’s economy suffered 

several structural deficiencies yet prior to the global crisis, and that the EMU had had some 

positive effects on the national economy before the recession while some less positive effects 

during the crisis. It is in the latter point where they differ most. Royo claims that being part of 

the EMU sheltered Spain from the worst effects of the recession (prevention of capital flight, 

currency devaluations and inflation), while Pacheco maintains that since the European Central 

Bank (ECB) was responsible for the fiscal and monetary policy and the EU had recently 

enlarged, Spain could not use previous tools to solve the crisis (currency devaluations and EU 

structural funds).  

The decade prior to the economic recession has been described as “a miraculous decade” by 

Royo (2009: 3) and “the second Spanish miracle” by Pacheco (2011: 171). Regardless some 

discrepancy about the dates (Pacheco says it is from 1996 to 2007, and Royo from 1997 to 

2007), both agree that those years comprise a period of continuous economic growth after 

overcoming the recession of 1992-1993 through three currency devaluations and a progressive 

reduction in interest rates to stimulate consumption. When the euro was launched on 1 

January 1999, Spain was one of the founding members of the EMU. Spain’s membership 

contributed to national macroeconomic stability due to the imposition of fiscal discipline, 

central bank independence and low interest rates (Pacheco, 2011: 170; Royo, 2009: 4). In the 

following years, the Spanish economic growth was linked to a boom based on private 

consumption and a real state bubble produced by those low interest rates (Royo, 2009: 5).  

Nonetheless, the Spanish economy continued suffering several structural deficiencies, as 

Pacheco (2011) and Royo (2009) respectively have come to highlight. Firstly, economic 

growth was dependent on low-productivity sectors such as construction, services associated 

with housing, tourism or domestic service in which nearly a third of labour force was 

employed. Secondly, a large difference in competitiveness resulted in trade deficits. 

Increasing internal demand produced the need for imports while the low-value and limited 

technological sophistication of Spanish exports made them decrease. Thirdly, the labour 

market was one of the most expensive in Europe since wage increases were still indexed to 

domestic inflation which resulted in higher costs due to the strength of the euro (Royo, 2009: 

5-6; Pacheco, 2011: 173-174). Pacheco also points that before the economic recession the 
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budgetary deficit had increased due to an attempt of the socialist government of Zapatero to 

move away from the economic model based on housing and tourism, implementing public 

help to labour-intensive industries and expanding social benefits for certain groups. Moreover, 

he emphasizes that unemployment rate and inflation were still higher than the EU average 

despite of the continuous economic growth (2011: 173-174).  

In the summer of 2007, international markets suffered great instability due to the crisis in the 

subprime financial sector (Fernández and Ohanian, 2010: 3). The Spanish banking system 

resisted it well due to the stern regulation of the Bank of Spain which had prevented entities 

from investing in the subprime markets and thus had high provisions (Royo, 2009: 11; 

Pacheco, 2011: 174). However, when the financial crisis intensified and credit markets 

diminished in 2008, the national economy suffered greatly due to the burst of the housing 

bubble and the sharp decline in consumption (Royo, 2009: 12).  

Political interest, due to the proximity of the election in March 2008, drove the socialist 

government to delay any measures to face the crisis. The later plan to stimulate the economy 

and the job market implemented in November had limited efficacy because it focused largely 

on short-term problems rather than on deficiencies of the economic model (Royo, 2009: 13-

16; Pacheco, 2011: 177). By 2010 the labour market had deteriorated sharply while the 

budgetary deficit suffered a similar pattern. Unemployment reached 19 percent (OECD, 

2010); economically active population fell till 60 percent (Eurostat, 2010); and thousands of 

job-seeking immigrants who had come to Spain in the period of prosperity had already left. 

Moreover, the public debt and the budget deficit increased due to, i.a., the deficiencies of the 

debt reduction strategy of previous governments (Pacheco, 2011: 176-177).  

The previous measures to contain the crisis’ effects became insufficient when Spain’s credit 

ratings were downgraded in 2009 and the sovereign debt problems in Greece hit the eurozone 

in May 2010 (Pacheco, 2011: 177). Royo had already anticipated it. The eurozone would be 

in risk “if Spain (or another one of the Member States) were to default on its debt” because 

that would take the ECB to buy debt and force other countries to agree a rescue package to 

avoid a “contagion effect” (2009: 16). So when Greece was to default on its debt, Spain also 

suffered market pressures due to fears of a possible contagion effect. That led the socialist 

government to implement a 15 billion euro austerity package, whose goal was to reduce 

public deficit, and a labour market reform, which aimed at reducing labour costs and in which 

temporary workers were discriminated, to counterbalance the effects of the recession and to 
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restore market confidence (Pacheco, 2011: 178-179). Regardless these measures focus on the 

immediate problems and structural deficiencies of the economy, further changes would be 

necessary to increase competitiveness through public and private investment towards value-

added sectors, as Pacheco suggests (2011: 180).  

4.2. Public debate on crisis management in the Spanish media 

When the global financial crisis began to affect the country at the end of 2007, the socialist 

government headed by the Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero denied at first that 

measures to sustain the economy, as other countries were already implementing, were 

necessary in Spain due to its strong banking system. Although that message was partly driven 

by economic calculations, it had as well political purposes since Zapatero was about to face a 

general election in March 2008 (Pacheco, 2011). During that period of time, all the members 

of the socialist government, either in their speeches or when asked by journalists, avoided 

using the word crisis. Recession was used as a synonym of crisis instead. This fact was 

sharply criticized by the Spanish public opinion because while foreign media were already 

talking about the global financial crisis, for the socialist government that expression was a 

taboo. After Zapatero became re-elected, a positive message about the economy was still 

transmitted, despite the media were reflecting upon the sharp deterioration of the job market 

as well as the worsening of public finances due to the economic recession (Pacheco, 2011). In 

the third quarter of 2008, the Spanish economy officially entered recession. But it was not 

until July 2008, when Zapatero recognized publicly for the first time in a broadcasted 

interview that the Spanish economy was going through “a down cycle, with difficult 

adjustments, a crisis for all those who like to call it a crisis”, after the insistence of the 

interviewers
6
.   

Regardless the two stimulus packages implemented by Zapatero’s government throughout late 

2008 and 2009, these measures became insufficient. In January 2009, the media started 

calling into question the efficiency of those actions when credit rating agencies downgraded 

Spain due to its fiscal problems, poor economic growth prospects and structural weaknesses 

(Pacheco, 2011). Nevertheless, the critical point arrived in May 2010 with the burst of the 

sovereign debts problems in Greece and the activation of an economic rescue jointly by the 

EU and IMF to face its debt payment obligations. The media transmitted how the 

                                                 
6
 See Aizpeolea, L. 2014. Zapatero rompe el tabú y pronuncia la palabra "crisis". [online] Available at: 

http://elpais.com/diario/2008/07/09/espana/1215554410_850215.html [Accessed: 4 Mar 2014]. 
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international financial markets were putting the Spanish economy under pressure in order to 

lead the socialist government to request an economic rescue. The rumour as regards Spain 

being “the next weakest link in the Eurozone” spread in the markets as well as in the public 

sphere, even though Spanish and European authorities were denying this fact (Pacheco, 2011: 

178). As a consequence of these pressures, the government of Zapatero announced a 15 

billion euro austerity package to reduce the public deficit by cutting social expenditure in May 

2010
7
, and later in June a labour market reform (Pacheco, 2011). Since then, austerity became 

a trending word in the media. Even though the plan was appraised by the European 

authorities, the media reflected upon the discontent among the citizenship because of the 

insufficiency of the measures summed to the social repercussions of the crisis.  

Later in September 2010, the Spanish unions called a general strike against the recent 

austerity measures and the labour reform. Nevertheless, the media highlighted the low impact 

of the strike as well as the diminished support to the unions due to their poor performance 

when negotiating the job market reform with the government. This social discontent reached 

its highest point in mid-May 2011, a week before the municipal and regional election, when 

thousands of Spaniards demonstrated all over the country against, i.a., the government’s 

mismanagement of the economic crisis. The social upheaval put the socialist Prime Minister 

and his administration up against the ropes over the economic turmoil. The social and 

economic instability was strongly judged by the media, which started discussing that Zapatero 

should announce a call for election in advance due to his loss of political reliance. Something 

that the leader of the People’s Party (PP), Mariano Rajoy, asked for during the debate on the 

State of the Nation on 14 July
8
. That proposal became a fact when on 29 July Zapatero called 

for general election to be celebrated on 20 November, four months before his second term 

was fulfilled, so that “another government gives certainty” to face the economic instability
9
.   

                                                 
7
 See Mayo, M. 2014. Zapatero congela pensiones, baja sueldos a los funcionarios y no descarta subir 

impuestos - Expansion.com. [online] Available at: http://www.expansion.com/2010/05/12/economia-

politica/1273648244.html [Accessed: 6 Mar 2014]. 
8
 See Remírez, C. 2014. Rajoy reclama por primera vez a Zapatero elecciones anticipadas | España | 

elmundo.es. [online] Available at: http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2010/07/14/espana/1279118462.html 

[Accessed: 6 Mar 2014]. 
9
 See Garea, F. 2014. Zapatero convoca el 20-N para que "otro Gobierno dé certidumbre" | Política | EL PAÍS. 

[online] Available at: http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2011/07/29/actualidad/1311929850_613039.html 

[Accessed: 6 Mar 2014]. 
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On 21 November 2011 Zapatero was succeeded as Prime Minister by the conservative leader 

Mariano Rajoy, whose party gained absolute majority
10

. Nonetheless, Rajoy and his new 

government had to face in the following months the pressures of the Eurogroup and the 

international economic organizations such as the IMF since the Spanish banking system was 

still at risk of bankruptcy. In the eyes of the media that the conservative government yielded 

to the international pressures and accepted a financial rescue by the EU in June 2012 was seen 

as a defeat that would limit the room for manoeuvre of the Spanish financial entities
11

.  

4.3. The 15-M movement: #spanishrevolution 

In April 2011 the newly web-based organized platform Real Democracy Now! (Democracia 

Real Ya! in Spanish) announced a peaceful demonstration on 15 May, a week before the 

municipal and regional election, to take place simultaneously in more than sixty cities around 

the country to protest “the government’s mismanagement of the financial and economic crisis, 

the corruption of the political parties, and the impunity of the financial aristocracies” 

(Sánchez: 2012: 573). After the demonstration in Madrid, a small group of protestors 

unexpectedly camped in the famous Puerta del Sol square. A police attempt to evacuate 

demonstrators during the second night of camping produced that thousands of people came 

out to the square to support them and stay over (Sánchez: 2012). The same spontaneous act of 

solidarity took place in other Spanish and European cities (Hughes, 2011). From this 

simplified chain of events, it was born the later-so-called #spanishrevolution; a case of a web- 

and social networking-based uprising which spawned a “broad-based movement with 

considerable powers of mobilisation” (Hughes, 2011: 411).  

Both Sánchez (2012) and Hughes (2011) agree on the crucial role that the web had for the 

framing, the structural and action development of the movement. The web, according to 

Hughes, served to develop “a sense of common identity, solidarity and purpose amongst the 

participating groups”. The own 15-M movement defines itself “as a grassroots, non-party, 

non-violent citizens’ movement” which excludes the direct participation of political parties 

(2011: 409, 411). On the other hand, Sánchez claims that the web has provided the movement 

with a structure which functions like a “fully connected network”, that is to say, with the 
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 See Tremlett, G. 2011. Spain election: People's party sweeps to crushing victory over Socialists. [online] 

Available at: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/20/spain-election-peoples-party-victory [Accessed: 6 

Mar 2014]. 
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 See Pérez, C. and Doncel, L. 2014. España pide un rescate de hasta 100.000 millones para la banca. [online] 

Available at: http://economia.elpais.com/economia/2012/06/09/actualidad/1339230670_176850.html [Accessed: 
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principles of web social cooperation and communication (2012: 577-578). Furthermore, he 

claims that the 15-M is a “prototype of constituent power”; “a multitude that has behaved and 

organized itself toward the foundation of a new political order that would invalidate and 

remove the current one” (2012: 574-575).  

4.4. Socio-economic repercussions of the crisis in Spain 

The effects of the global financial and economic crisis were felt dramatically by the Spanish 

society short after its onset due to the fast deterioration of the job market. However, it has 

been fairly recently when national scholars have come to investigate in-depth some of the 

socio-economic effects of this turmoil. In this section, I thus argue some of the findings of 

these studies, paying particular attention to the crisis repercussions on the young.  

4.4.1. Economic impoverishment of the Spanish middle class 

Martínez (2014) has investigated how the economic recession has affected social classes in 

Spain. His neo-weberian approach differs from Marxists and functionalists since he considers 

that social classes cannot only be defined by their income level rather than by ownership of 

production means, qualification level, and hierarchical position in the business or economic 

sector. As he points, these theoretical approaches nevertheless produce similar occupational 

groups: white-collar workers –middle-high services sector jobs- and blue-collar workers –

physical jobs- (2014: 2-5).  

His analysis of the evolution of unemployment (31-64 years) by social class between 2007 

and 2012 (national labour force figures) shows that those who have been most affected by the 

economic crisis are non-qualified and qualified labourers and agrarian workers. Thus, 

unemployment increased in social classes which already presented higher rates back to 2007, 

reflecting the economic dependence on construction (2014: 7-8). 

By comparing household annual net income according to the social class of the person who 

contributes with higher income between 2007 and 2011 (national living conditions figures),  

Martínez points that working class, low-qualification services class and semi-professional 

workers present largest loss, while services class and self-employed workers resist better the 

crisis. Moreover, when comparing household classes by income level in the same period, 

those which were extremely poor have doubled while those which were upper-class remain 

the same. The largest loss is thus for those middle-upper class households (2014: 9-11).  
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In Spain middle class has impoverished and extreme poverty has increased as a result of the 

economic crisis in monetary-income terms. Nevertheless, from a sociological-occupational 

perspective, low-qualified workers and middle-low professionals have lost more during the 

crisis while high-qualified professionals and executives have resisted better (2014: 12).  

4.4.2. “Labouralization” of emigration 

The number of Spaniards who have left the country between 2008 and 2012 might reach 

700000 people, according to Gónzalez-Ferrer’s study about changes in Spanish migration 

flows as a consequence of the economic recession (2013: 17). She harshly criticizes that 

national statistics are incomplete since they are based on municipal register figures and 

consulate register statistics. The former allow calculating foreigners who have left the country 

but with delay, while the latter are based on Spaniards who registered in diplomatic offices 

overseas, something that rarely occurs due to its high cost and few profits, she highlights 

(2013: 2-4).  

The comparison of national statistics with immigration figures published by the UK and 

Germany between 2008 and 2012 determines that Spanish emigration to these countries 

would be between four and seven times higher than national calculations show. She points 

that the mismatch in counted emigration between Spanish figures and foreign calculations has 

doubled, demonstrating that the number of emigrants is higher than shown (2013: 6-7).   

Gónzalez-Ferrer argues that there are no national or foreign figures about emigration 

including level of studies and/or qualification. Thus, she prefers to talk about “qualified 

migration” instead of “brain-drain”; arguing that the latter is being misused and the former 

refers to migration with complete higher studies. The percentage of youngsters from 25 to 35 

years old with higher studies willing to leave the country for a long time is higher than their 

counterparts with lower studies, according to Eurobarometer figures (January 2011). That 

might lead to think that most of the recent emigration is qualified (2013: 10-11).  

Although people from 25 to 34 are the largest group of emigrants between 2008 and 2012; the 

percentage of those from 35 to 54 has increased remarkably in the same period. That is why 

the author suggests that there has been a “labouralization” of emigration with the economic 

crisis. She anticipates, based on her study and previous research, that the return of emigrants 

would be delayed due to the high number of 35-54 year-old emigrants who left to work whose 
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return –during the following five years of their emigration- would depend on Spanish working 

perspectives and regrouping of families abroad (2013: 12-14).   

4.4.3. The Spanish young: between school failure and over-qualification 

The sociologists Vallejo (2013) and Gentile (2013) have recently researched on the current 

situation of the Spanish youth in the context of the global financial and economic crisis. 

Regardless their different approaches, both authors have come to pinpoint that the deficiencies 

of the education system and an economic model based on low-productivity sectors are crucial 

to understand how the financial and economic crisis has affected the Spanish youth to a larger 

extent. 

According to Vallejo, the education system reform implemented in the 1990s has caused a 

range of problems that none of the subsequent reforms have been able to solve. These are an 

underdevelopment on language learning and science degrees and high school failure which 

affects a third of young people in Spain (2013: 9). Moreover, the university system has 

overdeveloped and become a consumption good for youth producing more graduates than 

those that labour market can absorb (2013: 16-17).  

The Spanish economy prior to the crisis was dependent on sectors such as housing, tourism 

and manufacturing industry where low-qualified labour force was required. During the years 

of expansion, these sectors attracted many youngsters with low school performance leading to 

increasing school failure, highlights Gentile. The recession affected greatly the job market and 

remarkably those young people who had been attracted to it in the period of economic growth. 

With the recession, school failure has therefore decreased since youngsters remain more time 

in the education system to avoid unemployment. Moreover, many young unemployed have 

tried to return to school to acquire professional skills to improve their competitiveness in the 

job market. However, as Gentile underlines, the education system has “a limited offer in adult 

education and an inappropriate implementation of vocational courses by some regional 

administrations”, which has led many of those to fail in their attempt (2013: 10-13). 

It should be also noted that increasing numbers of graduates are related to periods of crisis in 

Spanish democracy. The mismatch between graduates and suitable positions in the labour 

market has increased over the years becoming a “vicious circle” (Bernardi and Requena, 2007 

in Gentile, 2013). Subsequently, higher studies have got devalued encouraging taking 

postgraduate programmes (Carabaña, 2004 in Gentile, 2013). Although graduates present 
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higher employment rate than their counterparts with lower studies, less risk of long-term 

unemployment and better relative income; they have been exposed to a greater unemployment 

risk prior to the recent crisis due to that mismatch between supply and demand (Gentile, 2013: 

14). As a consequence, they have higher probabilities of performing jobs under their level of 

qualification; they need more time to achieve a stable professional career and the wage 

advantage between them and their counterparts with secondary studies is lower (López 

Blasco, 2007; Gentile, 2012 in Gentile, 2013). According to Eurydice report 2007 which 

measures job mismatch in the EU, only 44 percent of Spanish undergraduates had a job 

matching their level of qualification, 10 percent less that the EU average (Gentile, 2013: 15).  

It is not surprising, then, that the economic crisis had worsened the situation of over-

qualification for graduates due to i.a. a long economic recession, staff cuts in public 

institutions and budgets cuts in innovation and entrepreneurship. Given the circumstances, 

either young people are extending the period of education to avoid unemployment and to 

improve their future competitiveness which is increasing the imbalance between supply and 

demand, or they are willing to take positions that require lower skills in order to enter the job 

market (Gentile, 2013: 16-17). These dynamics are undermining the wage advantage of 

graduates over other education levels leading to a paradoxical situation; “the higher the over-

qualification of young people with higher studies is, the lower their wage advantage over their 

peers with lower studies turns out” (Felgueroso, et al., 2010 in Gentile, 2013: 17).  

All the aforementioned results in the undervaluation of the educational investment in recent 

graduate generations at the time a partial exploitation of their human capital is taking place, 

concludes Gentile (2013: 18). Or in Vallejo’s words (2013: 17), the combination of elements 

between the market demands and the education supply has contributed to generate a “lost 

generation scenario” among Spanish youngsters.   

4.5. Media landscape in Spain 

The patterns of interrelationship between the characteristics of the political and media field in 

Spain lead to consider that its media system roughly corresponds to the “Mediterranean or 

Polarized Pluralist Model”, as sketched by Hallin and Mancini (2007). Thus, the long 

Francoist dictatorship and the subsequent transition to democracy (1939-1975) have 

conditioned the development of the national media system, taking to reject the idea that there 

is a universal model for journalism practice and theory, as many scholars have come to claim 

in the later decades (Curran and Park, 2003).  
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In Spain the transition from the Francoist dictatorship to democracy was elite-managed. The 

lack of democratic institutions led media serve “as conduits for information” about the 

political strategy implemented by the transitional government at the time they were used “as 

platforms for the articulation of political demands by newly emerging political and trade 

union organizations” (Gunther, Montero and Wert, 2000: 45 in Hallin et al., 2004: 103). The 

absence of political and economic conditions for the creation of media markets till 1950s in 

Southern Europe led to a nearly non-existent development of popular press (only sport 

dailies) in Spain. That explains the small press circulation which is directed to the educated 

elite interested in politics (Hallin et al., 2004: 95-97).   

Since the consolidation of democracy, the Spanish media system has been ruled by two 

external forces; one has been already mentioned which is politics and the other is the world of 

business. The “instrumentalization of the media” by politics and economics has resulted in the 

following features which are also intertwined: high political parallelism, strong state 

intervention and weak professionalization (Hallin et al., 2004: 113).   

The public broadcasting system has been party-politicized since 1980 when the State took 

control of it to guarantee an “essential public service”, according to the Spanish 

Constitution
12

. Also, the state has intervened in private media. In 1984 grant subsidy to media 

industries and news agencies was implemented due to the low development of the media 

market while in 1988 commercial television was regulated through a franchise system where 

licensees had to develop their activity in accordance to the principles of public broadcasting.  

However, the efforts to regulate the media landscape has been limited by the power of media 

conglomerates and banks as investors which were gaining ground with democracy dominating 

private media ownership (Hallin et al., 2004: 103, 115). Media owners are therefore interested 

in influencing politics and public opinion for their own good producing political-partisan 

media. Data of the Comparative National Election Project about election 2004 reveals that all 

newspapers were biased towards a specific party and the same happened with radio and 

television stations, in particular the public ones were pro-governmental
13

.   

                                                 
12

 Article 20.3 says that “the law shall regulate the organization and parliamentary control of the mass media by 

the State or any public entity”. 
13

 See Richard, G. and José, R. 2006. Memo on Macro Information, Spain 2004. [on-line report] Comparative 

National Election Project, pp. 8-9. Available at: http://www.cnep.ics.ul.pt/content/02-

data/docs_cnep_iii/CN3Spain2004MacroInformation.pdf [Accessed: 4 Feb 2014].  
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The strong relation among media, politics and business has thus resulted in weak journalistic 

autonomy and professionalization. In the transition, an advocacy orientation was common 

among journalists who saw part of their role “to promote the new democratic regime and to 

oppose Francoism” (Hallin et al., 2004: 104). By the end of 1990s, 40 to 50 percent of 

journalists still considered a significant part of their profession to “promote certain values and 

ideas” and “influence the audience” (Canel et al., 2000: 128-32; Canel and Piqué, 1998 in 

Hallin et al., 2004: 104). On the other hand, Spanish journalists’ unions are weak since they 

are affiliated with political parties and membership among journalists is limited (Hallin et al., 

2004: 111). The Spanish Federation of Journalists’ Associations (FAPE in Spanish) is the first 

professional organization for journalists in the country and represents only 21000 members
14

, 

while the number of graduate journalists between 1976 and 2012 reaches 77832 people
15

. 

                                                 
14

 See Fape.es. 2014. Quiénes somos | FAPE. [online] Available at: http://www.fape.es/quienes-somos.htm 

[Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
15

 See Martínez, J. 2014. ‘Informe de la Profesión Periodística 2013’: 11.151 empleos perdidos y 284 medios 

cerrados desde 2008 | Generales | noticias. [online] Available at: 

http://www.apmadrid.es/noticias/generales/informe-de-la-profesion-periodistica-2013-11151-empleos-perdidos-

y-284-medios-cerrados-desde-2008?Itemid=209 [Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
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5. Description of the empirical material  

The aim of this chapter is to explain key features of the Spanish newspapers El País and El 

Mundo which constitute the population of this study as well as what criteria have been 

followed to sample the empirical material. In the second section, I account for the tools I have 

used to find and collect the media texts and the characteristics of the final sample for both 

media outlets.    

5.1. El País and El Mundo newspapers: sampling criteria  

The national daily newspapers El País and El Mundo constitute the population of this study 

since they have the largest average circulation in the country
16

 and they also differ in their 

editorial lines. El País, traditionally left-centre orientated, has the highest circulation and 

considers itself as “the leading Spanish-language daily newspaper” and “a European and 

pluralistic democracy advocate”
17

. By contrast, El Mundo, traditionally right-centre 

orientated, is the second printed publication with largest circulation and defines itself as “the 

most influential newspaper in the Spanish society, capable of setting the political agenda and 

to become an informative reference of current affairs”
18

.   

El País, founded in 1976 right after the demise of the dictator Franco, is the newspaper of 

reference in Spain. It is politically close to the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) and 

its readership belongs to “the better-educated upper-middle class, especially those who are 

politically left of centre” (Calsamiglia and van Dijk, 2004: 6). This newspaper was also the 

starting point of the largest private media conglomerate in Spain, Prisa, whose main 

stockholder has been for several decades Jesús de Polanco as well one of the co-founders of 

the daily (Reig, 1998). In 2010 the north-American group Liberty Acquisition Holdings 

became the main shareholder of the conglomerate
19

. Since the media group foundation, it has 

been debated its ideology. Ones say that it is close to the Spanish socialist ideology while 

                                                 
16

 See Introl.es. 2014. Medios Controlados « OJD. [online] Available at: http://www.introl.es/medios-

controlados/ [Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
17

 See Ediciones El País. 2014. EL PAÍS Corporativo. [online] Available at: http://elpais.com/corporativos/ 

[Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
18

 See Unidadeditorial.com. 2014. Productos | Unidad Editorial. [online] Available at: 

http://www.unidadeditorial.com/el-mundo.html [Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
19

 See Raphael, M. 2010. Prisa Looks for Return to Financial Health. [online] Available at: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/22/technology/22iht-

prisa.html?ref=libertyacquisitionholdingscorporation&_r=0 [Accessed: 5 Feb 2014]. 
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others consider it a progressive cultural industry far from the traditional national right 

ideology (Reig, 1998).  

On the other hand, El Mundo was founded in 1989 by the media group currently named 

Unidad Editorial. Since its foundation until 30 January 2014, the journalist Pedro J. Ramírez 

has been the editor of the second largest printed newspaper in Spain. For 25 years he has 

driven the editorial line of the daily and has become a controversial leading figure in the 

Spanish media field
20

. El Mundo has a right-centre leaning and over the years has been 

strongly critical with socialist governments. However, the newspaper showed its opposition to 

the decision of the conservative government of José María Aznar of participating in the Iraq 

war
21

.  

For the purpose of this study, the research material is constituted by news articles, features 

stories, columns and editorials published on the printed version of these national dailies, 

excluding regional sections but including supplements. The articles were sampled by means 

of the keyword search ‘youth unemployment’ (in Spanish, ‘paro juvenil’) and they were 

selected over the period that goes from 1 February to 15 March 2012 (44 days).  

The reasons that motivate these sampling criteria go from the formal limitations of time and 

space for the realization of this academic work to the features of the social process which is 

analysed –youth unemployment- in the context of a global financial and economic crisis that 

hit Spain harder than other countries due to the specificities of its economic model. Therefore, 

a convenience sampling technique has been used as “the selection of sample units is 

consciously shaped by the research agenda” (Deacon, 2007: 56).   

Moreover, the time span selected for sampling is linked to the change of political leadership 

in the national government. On 21 November 2011 the socialist José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero 

was succeeded as Prime Minister by Mariano Rajoy, leader of the PP
22

. On 29 July 2011, 

Zapatero announced the call for General Election to be celebrated on 20 November, four 

months before his second term was fulfilled, so that another Government gave “certainty” to 
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 See Alejandro, T. 2014. Pedro J. Ramírez deja la dirección de 'El Mundo'. [online] Available at: 

http://www.publico.es/498772/pedro-j-ramirez-deja-la-direccion-de-el-mundo [Accessed: 5 Feb 2014]. 
21

 See Gumersindo, L. 2003. Señor Aznar, No a la Guerra. [online] Available at: 

http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2003/02/15/internacional/1045342198.html [Accessed: 5 Feb 2014]. 
22

 See Tremlett, G. 2011. Spain election: People's party sweeps to crushing victory over Socialists. [online] 

Available at: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/20/spain-election-peoples-party-victory [Accessed: 4 

Feb 2014]. 
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face the economical instability
23

. Rajoy took up his duties as Prime Minister on 21 December 

2011 and pointed the members of his government. However, the new conservative executive 

administration did not start working at full capacity till 26 December
24

. For those reasons, the 

sampling period comprises the month of February and the first half of March because by then 

Rajoy’s government as well as the Spanish Parliament were working yet.  

5.1. Collection of the samples and their characteristics  

The tools used to find and collect the research material for this study as well as the 

characteristics of the samples are described thoroughly in this section. As regards the tools, 

the paper editions of both El Mundo and El País are archived in hard copy as well as in its 

electronic version available on the newspapers’ virtual kiosks –El País in Kiosko y Más and 

El Mundo in Orbyt-, which are only accessible by subscription. El País material was sampled 

through the virtual kiosk but collected from the hard copy while El Mundo was sampled and 

collected by the virtual kiosk. The empirical material was sampled and collected at the 

municipal newspaper library in Valencia, Spain.   

The final sample comprises 23 articles (12 from El País and 11 from El Mundo) and they 

include news articles, editorials, columns and feature stories. The definitions introduced in the 

book Writing for Journalists have been used so as to determine the genres of the sampled 

media texts (Hicks, 2008). Therefore, a news story is an article about facts which are new and 

interesting to the readers while a feature is an “article that goes beyond reporting of facts to 

explain and/or entertain”. On the other hand, an editorial is a “leading article expressing 

editorial opinion” whereas a column is “a regular feature by journalist often encouraged to be 

opinionated and/or entertaining” (2008: 10, 173-175).  

As regards El Mundo (look Table 1), the material collected contains news (5), editorials (3), 

columns (1) and feature stories (2). However, a sampling problem did not allow collecting all 

the pages of some of the articles as in hard copy and therefore, a visual analysis cannot be 

conducted because it would be only partial. Eight of the items are found on the regular edition 

of the newspaper either in national, economy, front page, and opinion sections while the 
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  See Garea, F. 2014. Zapatero convoca el 20-N para que "otro Gobierno dé certidumbre" | Política | EL PAÍS. 
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[Accessed: 4 Feb 2014]. 
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 See RTVE.es. 2011. Los ministros de Rajoy se quedarán sin vacaciones de Navidad - RTVE.es. [online] 

Available at: http://www.rtve.es/noticias/20111208/ministros-rajoy-se-quedaran-sin-vacaciones-
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remaining two were published in the supplements. It is already surprisingly that three of the 

sampled articles are editorials and five news articles. 

Table 5.1. El Mundo sample 

Date Section Genre Headline (translated into English) 

01/02/2012 Opinión Editorial Good plan to reform education 

07/02/2012 Opinión Editorial Legislating for the unemployed rather than for the unions 

07/02/2012 España News Government division by the creation of a new contract for young people 

08/02/2012 Economía News Neither single contract nor ‘mini-jobs’ nor cutting benefits 

10/02/2012 Portada News Less dismissal and more trial months in the new contract 

10/02/2012 Economía News Extremely aggressive reform (continuation of the previous article) 

10/02/2012 Economía Column Youth unemployment has left us in ‘Defcon 2’ 

15/02/2012 G/U/Campus Feature Frustrated generation 

26/02/2012 Domingo Feature (Unemployed) Spaniards in the world: from Oslo to Lapland 

10/03/2012 Opinión Editorial The unions arm-wrestle politically against Rajoy 

15/03/2012 España News Youth unemployment keeps the King awake 

 

Table 5.2. El País sample 

Date Section Genre Headline (translated into English) 

05/02/2012 

08/02/2012 

20/02/2012 

11/03/2012 

11/03/2012 

11/03/2012 

12/03/2012 

13/03/2012 

13/03/2012 

14/03/2012 

15/03/2012 

15/03/2012 

Negocios 

Economía 

Opinión 

Opinión 

Domingo 

Domingo 

Vidas&Artes 

Vidas&Artes 

Vidas&Artes 

Vidas&Artes 

Vidas&Artes 

Vidas&Artes 

Column 

News 

Editorial 

Editorial 

Feature 

Column 

Feature  

Feature 

Column 

Feature 

Feature 

Column 

Healing our Dutch disease 

Báñez: ‘There won’t be a single contract because it is unconstitutional’  

The street takes the word 

Youth frustration 

 Nimileurista generation 

A new social category 

Living with less than a thousand euros 

The new poor show their face 

It will not let us sleep 

That’s how more than a thousand euros are made 

5 euro-hour mini-jobs 

We must encourage youth employment 

 

On the other hand, the material collected from El País (look Table 2) contains feature stories 

(5), columns (4) and editorials (2) and only a news item. On 11 March, the newspaper starts 

publishing a series of feature stories about a generation of young people who has monthly 

salaries lower than a thousand euros, under the motto nimileuristas. This aspect has to be 
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noticed when analysing the empirical material since its predictable effect on the findings. On 

the other hand, four of the articles sampled are found in the section of society and culture 

(Vidas&Artes), three of them in the newspaper’s supplements and the remaining ones, two in 

opinion and one in economy. 
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6. Analysis  

In this chapter, I examine and discuss the findings obtained by the CDA of the samples of 

both El País and El Mundo. Firstly, I establish the genres of the articles as a pre-analytical 

step. Here, previous considerations are tackled in relation to some aspects that emerge from 

this pre-analysis. Below there are two different sections, following the two-step analytical 

procedure of the DHA, of which the first is devoted to the description and interpretation of the 

thematic analysis while the second is dedicated to the account and discussion of the analysis 

of the representation of social actors.  

6.1. Pre-analytical step: genres 

El País sample contains 12 articles divided into the following genres: feature stories (5), 

columns (4), editorials (2), and one news article. As a pre-analytical procedure in CDA, media 

genres have been determined by the definitions presented by Hick (2008) in the book Writing 

for Journalists. I consider relevant that on 11 May 2012 the daily started publishing a series 

of feature stories about “youngsters who now feel unreachable a job that even reaches a 

thousand euros” under the motto “nimileurista”
25

. The term nimileurista is a neologism and 

thus, there is no existing translation into English yet. Nimileurista can be used as a noun 

and/or an adjective to describe people who earn a monthly salary under a thousand euros. 

These articles might show a more humanized perspective of youth unemployment focusing on 

“the problems, challenges and dreams of this nimileurista generation”
26

. This requires special 

attention when analysing the representation of social actors because certain categories such as 

individualization and categorization are expected to be more present.  

On the other hand, El Mundo sample contains 11 articles divided into the following genres: 

news (5), editorials (3), columns (1), and feature stories (2). Media genres have been 

determined as a pre-analytical step like with El País. Unlike El País sample, the number of 

news articles (5) nearly matches the number of articles containing opinion, that is to say, 

editorials (3) and columns (1). It is therefore important to highlight it when analysing the 

representation of social actors, since certain categories such as genericization and assimilation 

will be more present because ordinary people are not usually individualized in those media 

genres. Also, it must be noted that the problem of youth unemployment is of particular 
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 See El País, 2012. Youth frustration (Editorial Comments), El País, 11 Mar. p.32a 
26

 See Pérez-Lanzac, C., 2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.2b,c 
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interest to El Mundo since three leading articles are found in the sample (Hicks, 2008: 173-

175). 

6.2. Thematic analysis  

The sample of El País was firstly analysed in an inductive way in order to map out topics and 

sub-topics, following the first stage of the procedure established by the DHA of CDA 

(Krzyżanowski, 2010: 81). This thematic analysis shows two tendencies in the discourse in 

relation to the problem of (youth) unemployment: the first discourse dimension can be named 

ontology of the problem while the second discourse dimension can be summed up as actions 

to counteract it. Those topics and sub-topics, which correspond to the dimension ‘ontology of 

(youth) unemployment’, are listed in Table 6.2.1. Also, these topics can be in turn gathered 

into four discourse sub-tendencies: origins and nature of (youth) unemployment (topics 1 to 

5); economics of education (6 to 8); effects of the economic crisis on the job market (9 to 12); 

and effects of the economic crisis on the social welfare (13 to 17).  

Table 6.2.1. El País topics and sub-topics corresponding to ‘ontology of (youth) 

unemployment’ 

Topics Sub-topics 

1. Economic and financial crisis due to the 

economic model failure 

 

2. Unemployment due to the economic model 

failure 

 

3. Youth unemployment due to the failure of both 

the economic model and the education system 

 

4. Deficient labour policies  

5. Labour fraud due to deficient labour policies  Non-declared work 

 Unprotected labour force 

6. Economics of education  

7. Youth unemployment linked to level of studies   More demanded professions, better working 

conditions (job stability, professional promotion, 

and better wages) 

 Less demanded professions, worse working 

conditions (job instability, professional 

stagnation, and worse wages) 

8. Economic growth linked to education standards  Unemployment due to deficient education 

policies  

 Better education policies to fight unemployment 

 The Internet as an educational tool 

9. Deterioration of the job market and working 

conditions due to the economic crisis 
 Increasing temporary employment 

 Precarious wage-earning 

 Imbalances between supply and demand leading 

to professional de-skilling or expulsion of the job 

market 

10. Effects of the deterioration of the job market on 

young people 
 Increasing job insecurity 

 Impoverishment 

 Emigration 

 Delay in emancipation 
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 Family dependence 

11. Part-time employment among young people  Deterioration of working conditions 

 Lower salaries 

 Lack of social protection 

12. Labouralization of youth emigration  Brain drain or human capital flight 

13. Socio-economic effects of the economic crisis  Impoverishment of middle class 

 Dramatic impoverishment of people under 35 

14. Deterioration of social welfare  Increasing vulnerability among youngsters 

 Family dependence 

 Charity as a last resort 

15. Social effects of impoverishment on young 

people 
 Acceptance of job insecurity 

 Welfare loss 

 Homecoming 

 Family dependence 

 Delay in emancipation 

 Decrease in consumption 

 Alternatives to consumption 

16. Psychological effects of impoverishment on 

young people 
 Social embarrassment (frustration, anxiety, 

pessimism, hiding) 

 Social acceptance (social cooperation, optimism) 

17. Victimization of young people  Economic model failure 

 Deficient labour policies 

Those topics and sub-topics corresponding to the second discourse tendency ‘actions to 

counteract (youth) unemployment’ are listed in Table 6.2.2. They can be also gathered into 

two sub-dimensions: political (mis)management of the problem (from 1 to 6) and solutions to 

the problem (7 to 9).  

Table 6.2.2. El País topics and sub-topics corresponding to ‘actions to counteract (youth) 

unemployment’ 

Topics Sub-topics 

1. Political mismanagement of the economic crisis  

2. Social discontent in response to political 

mismanagement 

 

3. Social dialogue breakdown  

4. Political mistrust on labour reforms   

5. Lack of political transparency on labour reforms  

6. Questionable reforms to fight unemployment  Infringement of workers’ rights  

 Benefits for employers 

 Dismissal of collective bargaining agreements 

7. Need for reforms to fight unemployment  Promotion of (youth) entrepreneurship 

 Promotion of youth recruitment (part-time or 

training) 

8. Alternatives to job insecurity  Entrepreneurship  

 Emigration 

 Vocational training 

9. Alternatives to youth unemployment  Entrepreneurship 

 Emigration 

 Training for low-skilled workers 

 Crowdfunding 

As the lists of topics have already shown (see again Table 6.2.1 and 6.2.2), the thematic 

analysis of El País uncovers that a larger focus is put on the ontology of (youth) 
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unemployment as the number of topics is nearly the double than those themes corresponding 

to the discourse dimension of actions to tackle it. Furthermore, major attention is put on the 

origins and nature of the problem as well as the effects of the economic crisis on the job 

market and the social welfare.  

Like with El País, the sample from El Mundo was also analysed to map out topics and sub-

topics, following the same procedure established by the DHA of CDA (Krzyżanowski, 2010: 

81). The thematic analysis of El Mundo surprisingly uncovers the same two discourse 

dimensions in relation to (youth) unemployment as the thematic analysis of El País: on the 

one hand, ontology of the problem, and on the other hand, actions to counteract it. In Table 

6.2.3, those topics and sub-topics corresponding to the discourse tendency ‘ontology of 

(youth) unemployment’ are listed.  

Table 6.2.3. El Mundo topics and sub-topics corresponding to ‘ontology of (youth) 

unemployment’ 

Topics Sub-topics 

10. Causes of youth unemployment 

 
 Failure of the education system 

 Mismatch between both the job market and the 

education system 

11. Unemployment due to deficient labour policies   

12. Youth unemployment as a problem  Culture of endeavour  

 Patriotism as a crisis solution 

 Need for social trust in the economic system 

 Youth are the country’s future 

13. Economics of education    

14. Failure of the socialist education system  Early school drop-out 

 Deficient educational policies 

 Regional linguistic conflict 

15. Deterioration of working conditions  Reduction of redundancy costs 

 Liberalization of redundancy 

 Flexibilization of collective bargaining 

16. Deterioration of youth unemployment  Failure of the education and training system 

(school drop-outs and deficient university system) 

 Failure of the job market (professional de-skilling 

and job insecurity) 

 Deficient education policies (over-qualification) 

 Family dependence 

 Risk of social discrimination 

17. Crisis effects on emancipation  Homecoming 

 Family dependence 

 Delay in emancipation 

 Welfare loss 

18. Badly planned emigration  Economic crisis 

 Media sensationalism 

 Lack of career advice 

 Social vulnerability 

 Charity 

 Homelessness 
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These topics can be in turn gathered into the same discourse sub-dimensions found in the 

analysis of El País sample: origins and nature of (youth) unemployment (topics 1 to 3); 

economics of education (4 and 5); effects of the economic crisis on the job market (6 and 7); 

and effects of the economic crisis on the social welfare (8 and 9). As regard the topics and 

sub-topics corresponding to the second discourse dimension ‘actions to counteract (youth) 

unemployment’, they are listed in Table 6.2.4. Unlike El País, no clear discourse sub-

dimensions can be established. 

Table 6.2.4. El Mundo topics and sub-topics corresponding to ‘actions to counteract (youth) 

unemployment’ 

Topics Sub-topics 

1. Lack of political transparency on labour reforms  

2. Lack of internal consensus on labour reforms  

3. EU interference in Spanish labour reforms  

4. No social dialogue on labour reforms  Government supremacy  

 Dismissal of collective bargaining agreements 

5. Decision-making on labour reforms  Social consensus 

 Dismissal of social consensus 

 EU political pressures 

6. Spain and EU tensions on youth unemployment  Alarming youth unemployment rate 

 Decision-making on labour policies  

 National government supremacy 

 EU political interference 

7. Fight for political credit  Trade unions discredit (political complicity; loss 

of power as social agents)  

 Government credit (citizen trust; political 

stability)  

 Alarming economic situation 

 EU political interference 

 Deficient socialist economic policies   

8. Labour reform to fight unemployment  Reduction of redundancy costs to fight 

unemployment 

 Part-time employment to fight youth 

unemployment 

9. About the labour reform to fight youth 

unemployment 
 Political credit to test 

 Lack of political transparency 

 Internal consensus     

10. Need for labour reforms to fight youth 

unemployment 
 Promotion of youth recruitment  

 Job insecurity 

 Promotion of youth entrepreneurship 

 Lack of social dialogue 

 Political mistrust 

11. Social acceptance of job insecurity to fight 

unemployment 
 Infringement of workers’ rights  

 Benefits for employers 

 Unions misrepresenting unemployed 

 Governmental responsibility 

12. Need for educational reforms to fight youth 

unemployment 
 Promotion of school competitiveness  

 Cuts on regional decision-making 

 Education system to match job market demands 
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This thematic analysis (see again Table 6.2.3 and 6.2.4) shows that El Mundo presents a more 

balance number of topics in relation to the two discourse dimensions noted. It is significant 

though that this newspaper focus its attention on the political (mis)management of the 

problem and thus, on the fight for political credit and on the EU interference in national 

labour reforms. On the other hand, the analysis uncovers a topic –monarchical tensions-, 

which does not fit in none of the discourse dimensions.  

6.2. Representation of social actors  

El País sample was analysed in-depth in relation to how social actors are represented 

discursively and visually in the narrative construction of the global financial and economic 

crisis, according to Van Leeuwen’s categories (2008) and Kress and Van Leeuwen’s 

additional categories for images (2006). Unlike El País, the in-depth analysis of El Mundo is 

reduced to discourse since a sampling problem did not allow collecting all the pages of some 

of articles as in the printed version, and therefore, a complete visual analysis cannot be 

conducted.  

6.2.1. Genericization and specification 

In El País, ordinary people are represented as classes such as ‘the young’, ‘young people’ and 

‘the unemployed’ when the voices of political agents and experts, who are formally 

nominated and functionalized by the positions held, refer to them as the aim of their actions or 

as regards the origins and nature of unemployment (see Quotes 1 to 3). On the contrary, 

youngsters only become individualized in feature stories describing how the economic crisis 

has affected them (see below Quotes 20 to 22). These features are significant because they 

reveal that El País is discursively sustaining a reduced view of the economic crisis focusing 

on the official interpretation of the problem of youth unemployment and thus, how the 

government aims to counteract it.  

 1. Apart from rejecting the only contract, Báñez (the minister of Employment) set 

some red lines in the reform. Among them the precarious contract for the young with 400 

euros salaries that the CEOE proposed, the so-called minijobs (imitating a German 

contractual modality). She disregarded it. Although then she went for a part-time contract, 

‘with reasonable salaries’, for young people (Gómez, M., 2012. Báñez: ‘There won’t be an 

only contract because it is unconstitutional’, El País, 8 Feb. p.22b) 

2. Rajoy seems to be reluctant. He says that he is willing to negotiate retouches in the 

law, but nothing substantial. Yesterday, in the closing of the PP congress in Seville, discussed 

again that the reform is ‘fair’ and ‘necessary’ to offer opportunities to the unemployed, 
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especially to the young who have not had a first job yet (El País, 2012. The street takes the 

word (Editorial Comments), El País, 20 Feb. p.22b).  

3. Searching for ‘cheaper forms of cohabitation’ is, along with the extension of 

education, the main tool that Spanish youngsters make use of to ‘adapt themselves and be 

able to live better being worse’, explains the professor of Sociology at the UNED Luis 

Garrido (Mañana, C., 2012. Living with less than a thousand euros, El País, 12 Mar. p.30a)  

Likewise, ordinary participants are represented as ‘young people’, ‘youngsters’ or ‘the youth’ 

in articles of El Mundo about actions to counteract unemployment while governmental agents 

and experts are referred to as identifiable individuals, formally nominated and functionalized 

by the positions held. These social actors therefore occupy a dominant position in the crisis 

discourse since they are the agents of the actions while the young are at the receiving end of 

these (see Quotes 4 and 5). By genericizing the young and the unemployed, both media 

outlets are discursively constructing a homogeneous society in their narration of the problem 

of unemployment disregarding any possible social fragmentation. 

4. The more reformist ministers –such as the head of Economy, Luis de Guindos, the 

one of Industry, José Manuel Soria, or the one of Agriculture, Miguel Arias Cañete- see 

necessary that, since a new contract is not created, at least a new modality that facilitates the 

insertion of young people. . . The director of the Economic Office in Moncloa, Álvaro 

Nadal, has shown signs in favour of implementing a new contract for young people (Segovia, 

C., 2012. Government division by the creation of a new contract for young people, El Mundo, 

7 Feb. p.6a-b) 

5. Antonio López Peláez, professor of Social Work at the National University of 

Distance Education (UNED), clarifies that ‘the youth is not a uniform concept, if not they 

are many collectives with many different features’. . . The recent reform. . . has been done, 

according to Fátima Báñez, minister of Employment and Social Security, ‘above all 

thinking of the youth, who now do not have opportunities’ (Polo, S., 2012. Frustrated 

generation, El Mundo G/U/Campus nº 46, 15 Feb. p.2)  

6.2.2. Assimilation 

Ordinary people are mostly represented as groups by both newspapers. In El País, they are 

assimilated through aggregation by means of quantifiers in articles about ontology of 

unemployment (see Quotes 6 and 7). It is also significant that the young are often referred to 

through collectivization by means of the noun ‘generation’ which denotes an age group (see 

Quotes 7, 20). By assimilating them in those terms, El País is discursively conveying a 

simplified view of the social reality –and thus, of unemployment- upholding in turn the 

governmental interpretation of the economic crisis.  

 6. The Spanish economy has lost 2,7 million employed. Well then, 80% of this fall was 

people with low levels of education (compulsory high school or less). On the contrary, the 



 

53 

 

employment of people with higher studies (high vocational training and graduates) has been 

more resistant to the crisis, increasing even around 107,000. The result is that, for the first 

time in our history, since the last third of 2012, the number of employed with higher studies 

exceeds the one of employed with low levels of education. . . (Felgueroso, F. and Garinaco, 

L., 2012. Healing our Dutch disease, El País Negocios, 5 Feb. p.17b)   

 7. Against this background, thousands of young people feel they are walking 

backwards. In 2005 youth unemployment was close to 20%. Now it scratches 50% and long 

ago it doubled the European average (22,4%). The best prepared generation faces the worst 

perspectives since the Transition and feels as a victim of others’ excesses (Pérez-Lanzac, C., 

2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.2a) 

Besides, ordinary social actors are assimilated by means of mass nouns such as ‘citizenship’ 

and ‘citizens’ wave’ as well by quantifiers in articles about political mismanagement of 

unemployment (see Quotes 8, 9). El País is then reducing the Spanish society to a whole 

transmitting an idea of social consensus and thus, omitting any conflicting voices. Political 

agents are also collectivized through the term ‘the Government’ (see Quotes 8, 10). 

Regardless the government in a democratic society such as the Spanish should act as the 

representative of the popular will; this collectivization transmits the opposite idea. 

8. The street takes the word (headline). Yesterday’s demonstrations show that the 

labour reform causes insecurity on citizenship (sub-headline). Yesterday, Sunday, a citizens’ 

wave went through the streets of more than 50 cities to demonstrate against the labour reform 

passed by decree-law by the Government of Mariano Rajoy (El País, 2012. The street takes 

the word (Editorial Comments), El País, 20 Feb. p.22a) 

9. 89% of the Spanish population considers that the economic situation is bad or too 

bad, what accentuates a pessimism record that, like a vicious circle, is in turn a burden to the 

system. The same survey from the CIS that reflects upon this negative citizen perspective 

shows that the number of Spaniards willing to move to another city and even to cross the 

borders to get a job has increased (El País, 2012. Youth frustration (Editorial Comments), El 

País, 11 Mar. p.32b) 

10. So far, the unions have asked the Government to agree negotiating with them and 

the employers the realization in law of this reform, to change it. ‘We do not want to confront 

but to correct’, claims Cándido Méndez, UGT leader. It is a message reinforced by 

yesterday’s demonstrations that the Government of the PP would fail to ignore. In fact, the 

latest agreement between employers and unions about wage moderation and flexibility in the 

application of collective bargains showed that there is room to agree reasonable solutions (El 

País, 2012. The street takes the word (Editorial Comments), El País, 20 Feb. p.22a,b) 

In similar terms, the CDA of El Mundo sample uncovers a tendency to assimilate young 

people in the discourse of ontology of the problem. These social actors are often aggregated 

by means of quantifiers (see Quotes 11, 12) but they also appear assimilated through 

collectivization by means of the noun ‘generation’ (see Quote 12). As seen in El País, these 
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features are relevant because a simplified view of unemployment is being discursively 

transmitted sustaining in turn the official interpretation of the economic crisis.  

11. It is not necessary to be an expert to realize that the Spanish education system is 

completely collapsing. Unemployment has reached 48 % of the youth population and six out 

of 10 of the youth are unemployed but have not completed the first stage of Compulsory 

Secondary Education (El Mundo, 2012. Good plan to reform education (Editorial 

Comments), El Mundo, 1 Feb. p.3a) 

12. Almost a half of the Spanish youngsters, 48% to be precise, are unemployed. 

They are half a million of people under 25 who are searching for a job and cannot find it.  

The most prepared generation in history, graduates with one or two master’s degrees, 

polyglot and diligent, become lost, either ni-ni [neologism referring to people who neither 

work nor study] or, simply, unemployed. . . More than before a lost generation, we are before 

a frustrated generation (Polo, S., 2012. Frustrated generation, El Mundo G/U/Campus nº 46, 

15 Feb. p.2)  

In El Mundo, aggregation in Quotes 13 and 14 is used to legitimate Government’s actions to 

tackle unemployment since there seems to be a consensus view of the problem in the society. 

Here, aggregation is significant since it contributes to sustain the governmental interpretation 

of the economic crisis.   

13. 65% of the unemployed are willing to work with permanent contracts that would 

have a compensation for unfair dismissal of 20 days. . . 63% of young people would accept 

jobs with remunerations under the guaranteed minimum wage, as the so-called mini-jobs. . . 

according to our survey, 83,2% of the unemployed consider union leaderships are not 

worried about them (El Mundo, 2012. Legislating for the unemployed rather than for the 

unions (Editorial Comments), El Mundo, 7 Feb. p.3a,b) 

14. As the Vice Prime Minister said yesterday, the ‘responsibility’ of the Government 

in a country with 5,2 million unemployed cannot be other than to undertake reforms (El 

Mundo, 2012. The unions arm-wrestle politically against Rajoy (Editorial Comments), El 

Mundo, 10 Mar. p.3c)  

Governmental agents are also collectivized in El Mundo through the nouns ‘the Government’ 

or ‘Executive Power’, or through ‘the council of Ministers’ (see Quotes 15 to 17), showing a 

stronger institutional power to undertake measures to counteract unemployment. On the other 

hand, collectivization shows a fight for credit between both governmental actors and unionists 

in the discourse about actions to countervail the problem (see Quote 16 and 17), where unions 

are being delegitimized. This feature is relevant because here El Mundo discursively backs up 

the official view of the economic crisis. 

15. The Council of Ministers has in view to pass today the labour reform that the 

minister of Economy, Luis de Guindos, defined yesterday as ‘extremely aggressive’ and that, 
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according to sources from the People’s Party, will include the creation of a new modality of 

contract that will benefit young people especially (Segovia, C., 2012. Less dismissal and more 

trial months in the new contract, El Mundo, 10 Feb. p.1a)  

16. As we report today, a new contract has yet to be defined that facilitates the 

incorporation of young people in the job market. However, 48% of youth unemployment 

forces that the priority is to provide with jobs to that collective almost in any way. That is why 

the Executive Power must be have courage and the unions must be responsible (El Mundo, 

2012. Legislating for the unemployed rather than for the unions (Editorial Comments), El 

Mundo, 7 Feb. p.3c) 

17. Then, (the unions) even excused that the country exceeded four million 

unemployed and that youth unemployment was, to a large extent, the largest in Europe. 

However, it is now when the unions point at the Government. Their sharp reaction is 

explained as a self-defence movement to avoid losing part of the popularity they have had to 

date (El Mundo, 2012. The unions arm-wrestle politically against Rajoy (Editorial 

Comments), El Mundo, 10 Mar. p.3b)  

6.2.3. Association  

The discourse analysis of El País shows that unions and employers, two opposed groups of 

social actors, are represented in association to confront together the decisions of governmental 

agents to counterbalance unemployment, as seen underlined in Quotes 10 and 18. Also, the 

CDA of El Mundo uncovers the same sort of associations. In Quote 19, experts and the 

business confederation (CEOE) are associated to confront the role of the Government on 

fighting unemployment. The same occurs later when the unions and the business organization 

appear associated. In short, these associations support the governmental interpretation of the 

economic crisis delegitimizing those crisis construals of unions, employers and experts. 

18. Bañez also pointed to the development of the ‘internal flexibility [changes about 

what was agreed in collective bargains]’ so that businesses can adapt easily to the crisis and 

do not resort to dismissal as a first adjustment path, something that occurs in 68% of the 

cases, according to her. In the wage moderation agreement signed at the end of January, 

unions and employers agreed that these kind of changes have to be done by mutual agreement 

(Gómez, M., 2012. Báñez: ‘There won’t be a single contract because it is unconstitutional’, El 

País, 8 Feb. p.22c)   

 19. She (the minister of Employment) only revealed what it will not include the 

(labour) reform: neither only contract –that some sections of the CEOE and some forums of 

experts ask for-, nor mini-jobs –another suggestion from the trade organization- nor the 

changes in the unemployment benefits. . . Whereas the minister appeared in the Parliament, 

the unions and the CEOE signed the agreement that will promote mediation and arbitration 

to solve working conflicts. . . (Ramírez, B., 2012. Neither single contract nor ‘mini-jobs’ nor 

cutting benefits, El Mundo, 8 Feb. p.29a) 

In Quote 20, the two main unionist organizations are associated while the PP is below 

represented in association with opposition parties. That uncovers two fronts of power 
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regarding legitimacy to undertake measures to counteract unemployment. The Parliament, 

chosen democratically, is then more powerful than the unions whose credit is being eroded by 

and in the discourse. As aforementioned, this aspect is meaningful because El Mundo is 

discursively sustaining the official –that is, the governmental- interpretation of the social 

reality tackled in this study, unemployment in times of crisis.  

 20. The steps taken by UGT and CCOO to organize general strike for the coming 29
th

 

of March seems to aim at defending the interests of the unionist organizations rather than 

those of workers. . . In that initiative (the passing of the labour reform), the PP has not been 

alone: it has relied on the support of CiU, UPN and Foro Asturias . . . But there are not 

precedents of an economic situation as the one we have, it could be replicated, and it has 

been shown with the policies that UGT and CCOO support, we are headed for the cliff (El 

Mundo, 2012. The unions arm-wrestle politically against Rajoy (Editorial Comments), El 

Mundo, 10 Mar. p.3a) 

6.2.4. Individualization 

The figures are unappealable but behind them there are names and surnames, despair 

stories of youngsters who now feel unreachable a job that even provides with a thousand 

euros; hence the series that today this newspaper starts under the motto ‘nimileurista’ (El 

País, 2012. Youth frustration (Editorial Comments), El País, 11 Mar. p.32a)  

 

The discourse analysis of the feature stories of El País shows a tendency to individualize 

young people, as introduced by the quote above. They are often nominated semiformally first, 

identified by their names and surnames, and later in the text refer to by their surname or given 

name (see Quotes 21, 23). Some are only represented informally by their given name, or by 

their given name and first surname initial, in order to prevent revealing their identity (see 

Quote 22). According to the daily, “the anonymity asked by many of the contacted people is, 

in most cases, a way to protect their job more than their image”
27

. Moreover, the youngsters 

who are individualized are usually functionalized by their occupation and identified in terms 

of age and income (see Quotes 21 to 23). Also, they are classified, less often though, by 

provenance, gender or civil status. Although young people are individualized, this feature 

aims to homogenize them showing a simplified view of the problem of unemployment which, 

in turn, contributes to support the official interpretation of the economic crisis.  

The analysis of the photographs accompanying the feature stories reveals more significant 

aspects
28

. Most of these pictures are medium shots mainly in horizontal angle of individual 

youngsters dressed informally and taken in front of street walls. However, there is a 
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 See Appendix 1. I. Individualization. Sánchez, S., 2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. 
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difference between those who reveal their identity and those who do not. The former are 

looking at the camera lens and thus, at the viewer while the latter are holding paper sheets 

with handwritten messages and covering their faces with them. Both kinds of participants 

want the viewer to connect with them either through their direct gaze or through their 

messages. In any case, the viewer look at the represented participants as if they were close to 

them, and in this way, the represented search for empathy from the viewers’ side. These 

aspects convey an image of a decontextualized homogeneous cosmopolitan youth. This 

representation omits any traces of social inequality among the young in the context of the 

economic crisis, facilitating the social acceptance of a reduced perspective of the problem of 

unemployment as well as of its solutions.    

 21. Six years ago, in August 2005, a catalan young girl wrote a letter to this 

newspaper. It was titled ‘I am a mileurista’, term that she coined. Carolina Alguacil was by 

then 27 years old and complained about the job insecurity of her generation: ‘Mileurista is 

that youngster, from 25 to 34, graduate, well-prepared, who speaks languages, has 

postgraduate studies, masters and crash courses’. . . Mileurismo has led to a precarious 

version of itself, nimileurismo. ‘Before we were mileuristas and we aimed for more. Now the 

aspiration is to make a thousand euros’, summarizes Alguacil herself, who studies 

Audiovisual Communication, is self-employed and has moved to Córdoba (Pérez-Lanzac, C., 

2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.2a) 

22. To the statistics, Amanda gives it a face, a 29-year-old Valencian (she does not 

want to say her surname). She monthly earns a thousand euros and works from ten in the 

morning until 21.30 at night ‘with half an hour to have a lunch’. ‘It is surreal, when I leave 

home the supermarket is still not open and when I get back, it is yet close. I do not have time 

for anything, neither to do courses, nor many times to prepare my lunch for the next day. I 

work like a manager but I earn like a fool’ (Pérez-Lanzac, C., 2012. ‘Nimileurista’ 

generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.2d) 

23. Rafael Aníbal, 28 years old, is a journalist. In November he lost his job and ‘lives 

from savings’. He has started to weigh up options overseas. . . In December, Aníbal opened a 

blog where he gathers testimonies from young people who have emigrated, Pepas y Pepes 

3.0. . .  And while some depart with regret, others would like to but cannot. Like Elías, of 28 

years old, that these days wanders around Madrid job-seeking. He is Bolivian and got to 

Spain four years ago (Pérez-Lanzac, C., 2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 

11 Mar. p.5b) 

Governmental agents and experts are nominated and functionalized in relation to the position 

held (see above Quotes 1 to 3). However, only one photograph has been found in the sample, 

where the minister of Employment, Fátima Báñez, is portrayed individually
29

. The visual 

analysis reveals that nothing is mere coincidence. The picture is published along with the 

news article under the title “Báñez: There won’t be a single contract because it is 

                                                 
29

 See Appendix 1. I. Individualization. Martín, U., 2012. Báñez: ‘There won’t be an only contract because it is 
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unconstitutional” regarding actions to tackle unemployment. It frames in vertical angle the 

minister with her arms lying on the desk along with a painting of the politician Jordi Solé 

Tura, one of the fathers of the Spanish Constitution, in the background. Both participants look 

in the same direction out of frame and therefore, they are displayed as objects which are 

offered to the viewer. The distance between them and the viewer means respect for their 

authority. What these features come to say is that the governmental responses to the problem 

of unemployment will not undermine rights and liberties guaranteed by the Constitution. In 

other words, this legitimizes the official interpretation of the economic crisis.   

The CDA of El Mundo sample shows that political representatives and experts are also 

formally nominated. However, ordinary people are rarely represented by their name. The 

latter are only nominated in the feature stories about ontology of unemployment. As shown in 

Quote 24, some youngsters are represented informally by their given name and identified 

through their age. To stand out the role of the protagonist in a feature story, he is nominated 

semiformally as well as identified by his age (see Quote 25). However, other participants in 

the same piece are only represented by their given name and/or surname. Individualization of 

ordinary people, however, reveals a reduced perspective of the unemployed which in turn 

supports the governmental interpretation of the problem. 

 24. SUPPORTS. Cristian, 20 years old. He is taking high school studies and works 

temporarily, ‘on what comes out’. . . Cristina, 22 years old. She started Journalism at the 

University Carlos III, of Madrid, but before she worked as an audiovisual producer for a 

television broadcaster. . .  (Polo, S., 2012. Frustrated generation, El Mundo G/U/Campus nº 

46, 15 Feb. p.2) 

25. Julián Amorrich replies to emails in his office located in the Arctic Polar Circle. . 

. Julián is one of the 13 Spanish that live officially in the Finnish Lapland. . . And Julián, 35 

years old, who arrived in 2002, is one of the pioneers. .  .  

At the end of 2011, the Norsk Rikskringkasting (NRK), in Spanish the Norwegian broadcaster, 

uncovered the case of Juan and Ana Flores, a couple who had been job-seeking there for 

weeks, with nothing. . . In Bergen, the cases are even more extreme. Under the title ‘At the 

end of the path’, it was broadcasted on January 9, in NRK, the case of Gonzalo Marina. At 

death’s doors, he could no longer stand the cold at the bus stops, where he slept (Mucha, M., 

2012. (Unemployed) Spaniards in the world: from Oslo to Lapland, El Mundo Domingo, 26 

Feb. p.10e) 

6.2.5. Categorization  

What it is more remarkable of the feature stories of El País is that behind the idea of giving 

the figures a face
30

, the young are represented as an age group classified by means of income 
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through the term nimileuristas which denotes a group of people whose monthly salaries do 

not reach a thousand euros. The headline of the first feature story summarizes it perfectly, 

“Nimileurista generation”
31

. This term is a neologism and, as explained in Quote 26, it comes 

from the term mileurista –people whose salaries hardly reach a thousand euros-, previously 

coined by the daily through the words of a reader back to 2005 (see above Quote 21). The 

new version of the term therefore connotes a deterioration of wage conditions. From the 

second article onwards, each story is introduced by the heading “The ‘nimis’ generation”, 

numbered and complemented by a short description such as “How to make ends meet”
32

. 

Moreover, the by-line of each article is preceded by the hashtag #nimileuristas. These 

categorizations show how large groups of workers are homogenized on the same downgraded 

income terms, sweeping away any wage differences in the labour market in times of crisis. 

They discursively sustain the idea that the economic crisis has lead to the deterioration of the 

wage conditions.   

 26. If being a mileurista some years ago was almost equal to be a social outcast, the 

current economic crisis, with its more than 50% youth unemployment, has substantially 

changed things. The mileuristas have climbed up a step in the social ladder, upon the 

shoulders of a new and increasing labour category: the nimileuristas. . . If the current 

Spanish economic and political background is devastating for Spanish as a whole, for the 

nimileuristas, these youngsters under 35 with lower incomes, it is distressing. . . The 

nimileuristas believe that –along with the unemployed of their same age, with whom they 

share a similar profile- what some are afraid to lose, they will not even be able to achieve it 

(Ferrándiz, J., 2012. A new social category, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.5a,b) 

In El País, ordinary participants are sometimes classified by their level of education, as seen 

in Quotes 6 and 27. Thus, these social actors are differentiated among their peers depending 

on their level of studies and somehow providing those with higher education with a higher 

status in and by the discourse. This is also revealed by the visual analysis. The only group 

picture sampled appears accompanying the feature story titled “That’s how a thousand euros 

is made”
33

. It is a full wide shot in horizontal angle of four engineers, as states the caption, 

sitting on the large steps of an unknown white stair. Unlike the other youngsters portrayed, 

they are dressing formally as a symbol of social status. Even though they are looking at the 

viewer, the size of frame –full wide shot- transmits distance between the represented and the 

viewer, as a sign of respect. In short, these classifications gather large groups of young 

unemployed under the umbrella of the education level reducing again the interpretation of 
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unemployment to some features which aim to back up the governmental view of the problem 

and its responses to it.  

27. We find unemployed young graduates who need supportive measures but the main 

problem comes from the fact that those who are not unemployed hold low-qualified positions 

to a large extent. This group is the one which suffers less unemployment within the group of 

young people but they suffer professional de-skilling. Another group comprises those who 

have secondary studies where temporary work accentuates and unemployment increases in 

comparison to the previous ones. A new group is made of young people with very low studies 

as a consequence of early school drop-out or failure in the education system (Susías, C., 

2012. It will not let us sleep, El País, 13 Mar. p.31a) 

The discourse of ontology of unemployment, and to be more specific, its socio-economic 

effects, represents those until recently middle-class youngsters by means of a reformulated 

classification category, ‘the new poor’ (see Quote 28). The tag ‘the new poor’ connotes a 

condescending judgement of the other and thus, this category is a way of othering in terms of 

wealth those social actors who were considered middle-class until quite recently. The visual 

analysis shows these youngsters as individuals –and share the same visual features mentioned 

in the section of individualization- but the pictures’ layout regroups them depicting them as 

‘the new poor’
34

. By focusing the attention on these new poor, El País sweeps away from 

their unemployment discourse other social groups such as those who were unemployed and 

yet poor before the crisis. This can be seen as a way to background other existing social 

problems yet prior to the economic recession and that continue existing during the crisis such 

as the long-term unemployment of people over 50 and the high unemployment rate of the 

young in economically depressed rural areas. 

28. The severity of the crisis and the high unemployment rate (that reaches 50% 

among the young) have changed this situation though. And young people need more social 

assistance every time. ‘Out of the seven million people that turn to the Social Services, 18% 

are under 35’, points Tomás Fernández, lecturer of Social Work and Social Services at the 

UNED. They are part of the new poor but most of them find it difficult to accept and search 

for help beyond the traditional familiar network. . . Apart from getting up every morning to 

wander around the streets job-seeking, the new poor have another task before them: don’t 

break down (Andreu, J. and Carranco, R., 2012. The new poor show their face, El País, 13 

Mar. p.30a, 31b) 

In El Mundo, young people are usually represented through functionalization, that is to say, 

by means of their role of unemployed in the job market although often they are also identified 

in terms of what they are such as by age or level of education e.g. ‘under 25’, ‘graduates’, 
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‘low-qualified’ and ‘high-qualified’ (see Quotes 11, 12, and 30). Through the classification 

category of education, the writers provide high-qualified youngsters with higher social status 

than the low-skilled, as El País. These categories are relevant because behind them any trace 

of social diversity among the youth is hidden sustaining the simplified official interpretation 

of the problem of unemployment and thus, of the economic crisis.  

6.2.6. Indetermination and differentiation  

The discourse analysis of El País uncovers that young people are sometimes represented 

through indetermination by means of indefinite pronouns such as ‘some’ and ‘others’ 

producing in turn a differentiation between the self and the other, as it appears underlined in 

Quotes 23 and 29 about ontology of unemployment. The identity of these social actors is 

irrelevant to the writer who, by differentiating them, is giving only two different perspectives 

of the social reality. The exophoric reference ‘they’ is used to refer to participants who have 

been previously mentioned or are mentioned later on in the text (see Quotes 26, 29).  

29. They are the winners. Young people who are coping with the crisis with salaries 

higher than 1,000 euros. Even sometimes 2,000 euros. For sure, they are not largely 

numerous in Spain. Neither are they an exception. Some consider themselves lucky in a 

country where unemployment is higher than 45% for people older than 20 and under 30, and 

others simply think that they deserve it after finishing their studies. Among graduates, 

unemployment is 20%, and in certain careers such as those related to engineering, health, 

science or education it is reduced by half (Sánchez-Silva, C., 2012. That’s how more than a 

thousand euros is made, El País, 14 Mar. p.30a) 

In El Mundo, young people are represented through the indefinite pronoun ‘many’, the 

indefinite quantifier ‘a very large proportion’, and the exophoric reference ‘they’ in the 

feature story regarding ontology of unemployment (see Quote 30). In this way, youngsters 

affected currently by unemployment are anonymized as well as gathered into two large 

groups. This is relevant because El Mundo is discursively sustaining a simplified view of the 

Spanish economy. On the other hand, differentiation is used by the writer to dramatize the 

extent of the problem of emigration (see Quote 31). 

30. Frustrated generation (headline). They prepared thoroughly to work and are 

abandoned in the dole queue (sub-headline). . . ‘There is a very large proportion . . . of low-

skilled young people and there is a very large proportion . . . of high-qualified young 

people’, explains Pau Serracant, sociologist specialized in youth. ‘The first is due to’, always 

according to Serracant, ‘the brick’s economy call effect, which led many to drop out of 

school and join the workforce’. According to his words, the university was for many an 

‘escape effect of the increasing job insecurity. . .’ (Polo, S., 2012. Frustrated generation, El 

Mundo G/U/Campus nº 46, 15 Feb. p.2)  
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31. There are 264 Spaniards –consulate’s figures- in that city. . . Robin Hood, key 

organization in the aid of Spanish, claims that 250 of them have passed through their social 

canteen in the last year. That is the extent of the phenomenon. In churches’ queues that offer 

food, half are Spanish. Complete families, even of six members, are living in a 15-square-

meter room. Or, like Gonzalo, outdoors. Other families are putting their arms in rubbish 

containers searching for cans to sell (Mucha, M., 2012. (Unemployed) Spaniards in the 

world: from Oslo to Lapland, El Mundo Domingo, 26 Feb. p.11) 

6.2.7. Impersonalization 

Another pattern found in the discourse analysis of both samples is the impersonalization of 

ordinary people. The most frequent is the double abstraction ‘youth unemployment (rate, 

often omitted)’ (see it underlined in Quotes 7, 16, 17, 26, 28, 32, 33). These social actors are 

first impersonalized by means of the quality of being jobless and then by means of age. When 

participants are referred to as ‘youth unemployment’, or thus, ‘unemployment’, they are 

represented as a negative economic measurement –the prefix ‘un-’ provides the negativity to 

employment- losing their human feature. In this way, unemployed young people become 

negative facts that need to be tackled. This feature supports the reduced interpretation of the 

problem of youth unemployment, which is officially seen as a consequence of the economic 

crisis, ignoring any other causal factors within the complexities of the Spanish economy.  

32. Youth unemployment rate has escalated at an accelerated pace in the last five 

years till 49,9%, that supposes the double of the European Union average. Moreover, the 

majority of those who gain access to the job market do not obtain proper conditions and 

salaries able to start an independent living project on their own (El País, 2012. Youth 

frustration (Editorial Comments), El País, 11 Mar. p.32a) 

33. That letter was sent to eight countries where youth unemployment exceeds 30 

percent: Greece, Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Slovakia, Lithuania and ours, where youth 

unemployment affected 48,61 percent of the young population in the fourth semester of 2011, 

European record and probably worldwide (Müller, J., 2012. Youth unemployment has left us 

in ‘Defcon 2, El Mundo, 10 Feb. p.29a) 

The following quotes of El País show another cases of impersonalization through 

objectivation. ‘The street’ is a spatialization used to represent the citizenship by means of the 

place where they can raise their voices and demonstrate. On the other hands, ‘many brains’ is 

an instrumentalization used to refer to high-qualified young people.  

34. The street takes the word (headline). Yesterday’s demonstrations show that the 

labour reform causes insecurity within the citizenship (sub-headline). (El País, 2012. The 

street takes the word (Editorial Comments), El País, 20 Feb. p.22a). 

 35. In the absence of prospects, many brains of the best prepared generation continue 

packing, being responsible for a brain drain ‘without precedent’, in words of Fátima Báñez, 
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minister of Employment and Social Security (Pérez-Lanzac, C., 2012. Nimileurista 

generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.4a)  

6.2.8. Role allocation 

The discourse analysis of El País shows that ordinary people occupy three different positions 

in discourse. They can be beneficialized by the actions of political agents who have an active 

role in the representation (as in Quotes 1, 2). Secondly, they can be subjected to the agents’ 

actions and become objects in the representation (as in Quotes 3, 6, 27). And thirdly, they can 

be the agents of the action and thus, have an active role (as in Quotes 7, 8, 9, 20, 21, 22). 

Although the young usually have an active role in discourse that does not empower them. On 

the contrary, they come to represent a set of people affected by unemployment and/or by the 

actions to counteract it, and thus, they play the role of victims in the representation. The 

activation of political agents and experts is interpreted as empowerment, since their actions 

and opinions stand out in the discourse while ordinary people are subjected to their actions or 

beneficialized by them. 

In El Mundo, ordinary people often have a passive role in the discourse about actions to 

counteract unemployment, unlike experts and political agents who are frequently the dynamic 

force in the representation. When the former are activated regarding this discourse dimension 

is in the journalists’ interest. In Quote 13, the active voice of ordinary people through their 

answers to a survey is used to support the writer’s arguments in relation to actions to be 

undertaken by the Government to counteract unemployment delegitimizing the unions. When 

ordinary participants are activated in the discourse about ontology of the problem, it is also 

for the sake of convenience. Likewise El País, they are represented as victims of the 

economic system.  

All in all, the elitist view of the problem displayed by both media outlets, when empowering 

political agents and experts while victimizing ordinary people through their role allocation in 

the discourse, aims to sustain the economic imaginary through which the Government 

interprets the economic crisis as well as the matter of unemployment. In addition, this is 

meaningful because we can see how state strategies and actions to counteract the problem 

respond to the official view.   

6.2.9. Backgrounding 

The discourse analysis of El Mundo uncovers a tendency to background the Government from 

the activity of accomplishing measures to counteract unemployment. In Quote 36, it is 
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excluded from the action of undertaking “educational reforms”. However, it appears later in 

the text carrying out another activity. Its role is then backgrounded although it could have 

been included adding “by the Government” to “educational reforms”.   

36. Educational reforms, in the compulsory and higher levels, are the starting point to 

fight against one of the largest scourges that this country stands, the unbearable youth 

unemployment. The Government has clear ideas and, as it was seen yesterday, counts on the 

initial support of the majority of the Parliament. (El Mundo, 2012. Good plan to reform 

education (Editorial Comments), El Mundo, 1 Feb. p.3a) 

37. As we report today, a new contract has yet to be defined that facilitates the 

incorporation of young people in the job market. However, 48% of youth unemployment 

forces that the priority is to provide jobs to that collective in almost any way. That is why the 

Executive Power must be asked courage and the unions, responsibility. (El Mundo, 2012. 

Legislating for the unemployed rather than for the unions (Editorial Comments), El Mundo, 7 

Feb. p.3c) 

38. Less dismissal and more trial months in the new contract (headline). Guindos, 

hunted by a mic in Brussels, says the labour reform that today it is passed will be ‘extremely 

aggressive’ (sub-headline). The Council of Ministers has in view to pass today the labour 

reform that the minister of Economy, Luis de Guindos, defined yesterday as ‘extremely 

aggressive’. . . (Segovia, C., 2012. Less dismissal and more trial months in the new contract, 

El Mundo, 10 Feb. p.1) 

Backgrounding is seen again in Quote 37. Governmental agents are firstly omitted through the 

passive agent deletion “a new contract has yet to be defined”, and secondly, it is excluded 

from “the priority”. However, it appears carrying out another action later on. Likewise in 

Quote 38, the council of Ministers with the legislative power to pass labour reforms is 

excluded in the sub-headline through the passive agent deletion but they are included 

thereupon in the lead.   

In short, backgrounding the role of the Government in these cases has as a goal to prevent 

social contestation in relation to the measures to counteract unemployment which, in turn, 

respond to the governmental construal of the problem.   
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7. Conclusions and future perspectives 

In this chapter, I summarize the thesis by connecting the findings of the CDA with theoretical 

arguments and contextual background. Firstly, I briefly argue that the analyses of both 

samples depict the symbiotic relationship of both El País and El Mundo and political elites in 

the context of the global financial and economic crisis. In the second and third sections, I 

conduct a discussion on the discursive construction of youth unemployment and the 

discursive representation of the young respectively in relation to theory and contextual 

background. To conclude, I highlight the problematic role of El País and El Mundo as regards 

their democratic role in society in the context of the recent economic turmoil. 

7.1. Politics and journalism, a symbiotic relationship in times of 

crisis 

“The most important instrument of crisis management is language. Those who are 

able to define what the crisis is all about also hold the key to defining the appropriate 

strategies for (its) resolution” (t’Hart, 1993: 41 in Hay, 1996: 255) 

The discourse analysis of both samples happens to depict a “symbiotic” relationship between 

the media and political elites in times of crisis. In this sense, the thematic analysis as well as 

the discursive representation of social actors reveals that both media outlets are discursively 

sustaining the economic imaginary (Jessop, 2004) through which official voices, that is to say, 

mainly governmental agents and experts, are interpreting the economic crisis, when 

promoting only certain aspects like youth unemployment. This imagined economic crisis 

constructed by El País and El Mundo aims at distracting the attention from other important 

matters undergoing simultaneously in the background such as cuts on public expenditure in 

relation to the main pillars of the welfare state (health, education and social benefits).    

It must be recalled that the media fulfil a political and ideological act when presenting an 

event as a crisis in the public spheres because that labelling act is yet a means of social control 

(Raboy and Dagenais, 1992). A crisis situation is newsworthy for mass media at the time their 

discourses on the event become elements of the crisis itself. On the other hand, the state’s 

ability to define a crisis as “developmental tendencies that can be confronted and 

counteracted” is yet a form of crisis management (Offe, 1984: 36 in Raboy and Dagenais, 

1992: 3). Therefore, identifying, defining and constituting crisis in the first place is pivotal so 
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that the state can exert its policy-making power to impose the responses thereto (Hay, 1996: 

255). 

In addition, it is relevant to point that both fields need for each other to function in the public 

spheres (Bourdieu, 2005). While mass media long for stories that would attract large 

audiences in relation to their ideo-political stance, politics depend on them to spread their 

projects and strategies at the time the journalistic field depends on the former for information. 

Due to the power of mass distribution of the media, they have become a pivotal arena where 

public struggles for social recognition take place. These fights for public prestige are, in turn, 

constrained by these interdependences. 

7.2. Discussion on the discursive construction of youth 

unemployment 

Regardless their different editorial lines, both newspapers have discursively constructed youth 

unemployment in times of crisis by “selecting and emphasizing” very similar aspects of the 

social reality which, in turn, guide its interpretation and evaluation (Entman, 1993 in Quiring 

and Weber, 2012: 297). The analysis reveals that their narration works in two directions: 

firstly, defining the problem and diagnosing some of its causes and effects; and secondly, 

offering and justifying political actions to counteract it. Then, youth unemployment is 

constructed as a problem whose origin resides in both the failure of the economic model 

catalyzed by the global financial and economic crisis –and thus, deficient labour policies-, and 

the failure of the education system. This narration of the origins and nature of the problem, in 

turn, underpins the discourse about the ongoing debate on a labour reform to countervail it. 

Nevertheless, it should be noted that the samples analyzed date back to February and March 

2012, so more than three years after the Spanish economy officially entered recession in the 

third quarter of 2008. Long after political agents and economists had interpreted the nature of 

the crisis and the responses thereto through an economic imaginary; or in Jessop terms, long 

after the hegemonic interpretation of the turmoil based on an economic imaginary had shaped 

“the nature and outcome of crisis management and crisis responses” (Jessop, 2004: 8). 

In this sense, Spanish political, economic and intellectual forces (the media are part of this last 

force) had interpreted the crisis as a global phenomenon which hit harder the country mainly 

because of the yet existing structural deficiencies of its economic model: economic growth 

dependent on low-productivity sectors such as construction and tourism; trade deficits due to 
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high imports and low exports; expensive job market; high unemployment rate and high 

inflation despite of the continuous economic growth (Royo, 2009: 5-6; Pacheco, 2011: 173-

174).  

Then, it was in the summer of 2007 when international markets suffered great instability due 

to the crisis in the subprime financial sector (Fernández and Ohanian, 2010: 3). The Spanish 

finances resisted well due to the stern regulation of the Bank of Spain (Royo, 2009: 11; 

Pacheco, 2011: 174). However, when the financial crisis intensified and credit markets 

diminished in 2008, Spain suffered greatly due to the bursting housing bubble and the sharp 

decline in consumption (Royo, 2009: 12). That was further translated into a dramatic 

deterioration of the labour market and the worsening of public finances. It is through this 

economic imaginary that the narration of youth unemployment should be assessed and 

interpreted.  

On the other hand, it must be mentioned that the articles analyzed were sampled short after a 

political change from left to right took place in the Spanish government. The socialist 

Zapatero called for general election in July 2011 as an attempt to give certainty to financial 

markets due the economic instabilities the country was still going through. On 21 November 

2011 he was succeeded as Prime Minister by the conservative leader Mariano Rajoy
35

, whose 

government soon enough started working on policy changes to counterbalance the most 

serious socio-economic repercussions of the crisis such as the high unemployment rate.  

For Sum and Jessop (2013), a crisis construal involves, i.a., delimiting its spatio-temporal 

origin, establishing its main properties and reducing the complexity of its causes in order to 

focus the search for solutions. In similar terms, Hay explains that a crisis construal must 

identify “minor alterations” in a given social order as symptoms of “a generic condition of 

(state) failure” at the time “state projects must respond to this narrative construction of crisis” 

(1996: 255). It is in the construction of this narrative where economic imaginaries enter into 

play shaping it (Sum and Jessop, 2013).  

Moreover, a crisis discourse and its associated projects strategies gains hegemony in the 

public sphere depending on its capacity to convince large groups of social forces, or to 

resonate with the life experiences of those affected by the crisis; or on the efficacy of 
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narrators to transmit their message and convince social actors (Jessop, 2004; Jessop and 

Oosterlynk, 2008; Sum and Jessop, 2013; Hay, 1996).  

That is indeed how the discursive construction of crisis in El País and El Mundo works since 

this narration represents youth unemployment as a symptom of the failure of the economic 

model –and thus, deficient labour policies- catalyzed by the global financial and economic 

crisis, and of the failure of the education system. Consequently, state projects and strategies –

that is to say, the need for a labour reform by the conservative government- aim to respond to 

these failures. Moreover, this interpretation resonates with the lived experiences of many 

young people who have become unemployed or who have not had the possibility to access the 

job market yet, and identify themselves in this discourse as victims of a state failure which 

should be solved by the political power.  

Therefore, we can see that the discourse of both El País and El Mundo is sustaining along 

with the influence of the governmental elites an economic imaginary in times of crisis. The 

narration establishes the causes of youth unemployment in both the failure of the economic 

model catalyzed by the economic crisis, and of the education system. On the other hand, it 

articulates political measures to counterbalance the problem which are oriented to support that 

imagined economy (Jessop, 2004).  

7.3. Discussion on the discursive representation of the young 

The discursive representation of social actors in both media outlets aims to sustain the 

economic imaginary through which the Government interprets the economic crisis as well as 

the matter of youth unemployment and the state strategies and actions to counteract it. On the 

one hand, the representation of ordinary people show that El País and El Mundo are 

discursively conveying a consensus image of the society, erasing any trace of social 

fragmentation or inequality, supporting a simplified view of the problem of unemployment 

and by extension, of the economic crisis. On the other hand, the representation of 

governmental agents, unions, employers and experts aims to sustain the official and reduced 

interpretation of the economic crisis delegitimizing any other crisis construals.  

Moreover, it highlights the dominance of the world of the governors over the world of the 

governed through the discursive construction of certain subject positions and identities. 

According to Hay, media discourses interpellate readers to identify with a particular subject 

position. When media texts are written or encoded, different subject positions are constructed 
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within the discourse for an active audience to read or decode them through an imaginative 

process where they inject themselves in the narrative. Readers are then constituted as 

positioned subjects through the text. In other words, media texts act as carriers of ideologies, 

“discourses which in their reception have the effect of sustaining, reproducing and extending 

relations of domination” (Hay, 1996: 261).  

The discursive representation of the young in both El País and El Mundo shows two opposite 

patterns: they are always referred to as groups, except in feature stories where they are more 

often individualized. However, that individualization is not synonymous of empowerment but 

exactly the opposite, victimization. In their statements, youngsters describe how they have 

been affected by the deterioration of the job market accelerated by the global financial and 

economic crisis. Their voices are used to interpellate readers with a particular subject 

position; that of victims of the economic crisis.  

The testimonies of ordinary people thus resonate with the lived experiences of many readers 

and then empathise with them. Interpellation implies active readers who “adopt (and 

supplement) a subject position inscribed within the text to the extent that it finds resonance 

with our experiences, recollections, sensitivities, sensibilities and understandings” (Hay, 

1996: 264). To that end, the youth are usually represented by means of their name, their 

occupation, their age and their income so that readers can feel identified as one of them. Also, 

the analysis of role allocation underpins this argument about their victimization in and by the 

discourse of youth unemployment. When they have been given the active role in the 

representation is to show how they have been affected by the deterioration of the job market 

and thus, perpetuating their role as victims of the crisis.  

El País imposes a new discursive representation of the young through the introduction of a 

new classification category, nimileurista. Previously in 2005, the newspaper had already 

coined the category mileurista in their discourse of the deterioration of working conditions to 

refer to those people whose monthly salaries were hardly a thousand euros. Back to 2005, this 

representation of the young in terms of income connoted job insecurity and precarious wage-

earning. In 2012 and four years after the country entered recession, El País happens to 

introduce a negative evolution of that neologism which connotes a larger deterioration of the 

working conditions. From my view, both neologisms aim to consolidate new pay scale 

categories in the job market which will become largely accepted by the young and eventually 

become part of their social imaginary –that is, “sets of cultural elements common to a given 
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social group (or groups) that shape ‘lived experience’ and help to reproduce social relations” 

(Sum and Jessop, 2013: 439). This representation of the young has as a goal to perpetuate the 

relation capital-labour in our neoliberal capitalist society where middle-class workers are 

losing their rights in favour of the market power. In other words, nimileurismo aims to 

underpin continued capital accumulation.  

Apart from imposing new classification categories, El País also represents those until recently 

middle-class youngsters by means of a reformulated category, ‘the new poor’. This is a way 

of othering them in terms of income and it connotes a condescending judgement of the other. 

In short, by the usage of the tag ‘the new poor’, El País is discursively constructing a new 

social class in terms of wealth that materialises as a consequence of the deterioration of the 

job market. However, it can further be interpreted as the impoverishment of a middle class 

that is progressively disappearing in the Spanish society as a consequence of neoliberal 

policies.  

A feature of the discursive representation of the young in both newspapers is the tendency to 

impersonalize them through the double abstraction ‘youth unemployment’. By these means, 

they become a negative economic measurement that is used as a symptom of the deterioration 

of the job market, and subsequently, of the failure of the economic model. Moreover, this 

socio-economic indicator is used to justify the need for labour policy changes.  

In El Mundo, the young are often represented as groups either as a class or by means of 

quantifiers or collective nouns. It is striking that the newspaper in its discourse assimilates 

ordinary people to manufacture consensus opinion in order to legitimate its position about the 

need for measures to countervail unemployment. Nonetheless, this is not unique to this media 

outlet but it is also traced in El País. Assimilated ordinary participants are used to support its 

ideo-political stance as regards the political management of unemployment.  

On the other hand, by aggregating the young through statistics and by impersonalizing them 

as ‘youth unemployment’, both dailies have as a goal to provide their discourse with a more 

dramatic tenor anonymyzing those social actors and representing them as negative facts. Also, 

it should be noted that the discourse of both newspapers displays an elitist view when 

representing high-skilled young people connoting a higher social status than their peers with 

lower skills. In the case of El Mundo, the discourse tends to background the governmental 

agency from their responsibility of undertaking measures to counterbalance the problem.  
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All in all, these features of the discourse in both media outlets empowering governmental 

agents and experts while victimizing ordinary people and thus the young, aims to sustain the 

economic imaginary through which the Government interprets the economic crisis as well as 

the problem of youth unemployment.  

7.4. Further conclusions 

The discourse analyses of both samples show an elitist vision of unemployment since the 

discursive construction of the problem empowers political agents and experts providing them 

with the authority to interpret the problem and provide with projects and strategies to 

countervail it while victimizing ordinary people, especially the young, who only have a voice 

to share their lived experiences but not to interpellate governmental agents regarding their 

situation. This supports Raboy and Dagenais’ claim, quoting Debord (1983), that public life –

and I would add, the economic crisis- has been reduced to a spectacle in modern society 

which is transmitted unilaterally and unidirectionally through the media. Therefore, what is 

said through the media spectacle gains “historical validity” while “only those consecrated by 

the spectacle are entitled to speak with authority” (1992: 4).  

On the other hand, this study sheds light on the “problematic” role of the media in relation to 

“the quality of democratic public life” in periods of crisis (Raboy and Dagenais, 1992: 5). As 

Roth (1992) claims that in periods of crisis the media can enable the public to share their 

views on the conflict at stake and act as mediators between the different parts involved in and 

affected by it. Here, El País and El Mundo has enabled ordinary people to share their 

experiences but they do not act as mediators between political agents, employers, experts and 

young people as parts involved in and affected by the problem.  

However, only those social actors consecrated in the Spanish public sphere, that is to say, 

politicians, employers, unions and experts are entitled to speak with authority in the media 

arena explaining what the problem of youth unemployment is about and how to respond to it. 

On the contrary, the voices of ordinary people are used to convey a simplified version of the 

matter presenting a homogenous society and backgrounding any trace of social fragmentation 

in the narration of the matter. By extension, the youth unemployment discourse of both media 

has as a goal to sustain the economic imaginary through which the political powers are 

interpreting the economic crisis. El Mundo and El País have undoubtedly become 

instrumental institutions of the political and economic powers in times of crisis. 
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In conclusion, youth unemployment in the context of the global financial and economic crisis 

has been reduced to a spectacle which has been mediated by and through El País and El 

Mundo (Debord, 1983). Especially by and through El País, where on the pretext of giving 

faces to the statistics, youth unemployment has turned out “a spectacle of image-events 

produced and reproduced as commodity forms to be sold” (Roth, 1992: 144). In the light of 

the findings of this study, I suggest that further research could be conducted on how Spanish 

media have discursively constructed other socio-economic repercussions of the global 

financial and economic turmoil i.e. the impoverishment of the middle class or the 

labouralization of emigration.  
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Appendix 1. Photographs of El País sample 

I. Individualization 

Sánchez, S., 2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.2-5 
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Durán, P., 2012. Living with less than a thousand euros, El País, 12 Mar. p.30 
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Martín, U., 2012. Báñez: ‘There won’t be an only contract because it is unconstitutional’, El 

País, 8 Feb. p.22 
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II. Categorization  

Manuel, Tejederas and García, 2012. The new poor show their face, El País, 13 Mar. p. 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sánchez, S., 2012. That’s how more than a thousand euros is made, El País, 14 Mar. p.31 
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Appendix 2. Sample of articles from El País  

Andreu, J., & Carranco, R., 2012. The new por show their face, El País, 13 Mar. p.30-31 

El País, 2012. The street takes the word (Editorial Comments), El País, 20 Feb. p.22 

El País, 2012. Youth frustration (Editorial Comments), El País, 11 Mar. p.32 

Felgueroso, F., & Garicano, L., 2012. Healing our Dutch disease, El País Negocios, 5 Feb. 

p.17 

Ferrándiz, J., 2012. A new social category, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.5 

Gómez, M., 2012. Bañez: ‘There won’t be a single contract because it is unconstitutional’, El 

País, 8 Feb. p.22 

Mañana, C., 2012. Living with less than a thousand euros, El País, 12 Mar. p.30-31 

Nadal, A., 2012. We must encourage youth employment, El País, 15 Mar. p.31 

Paone, M., 2012. 5-euro-hour mini-jobs, El País, 15 Mar. p. 30-31 

Pérez-Lanzac, C., 2012. ‘Nimileurista’ generation, El País Domingo, 11 Mar. p.2-5 

Sánchez-Silva, C., 2012. That’s how more than a thousand euros are made, El País, 14 Mar. 

p.30-31 

Susías, C., 2012. It will not let us sleep, El País, 13 Mar. p.31 
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Appendix 3. Sample of articles from El Mundo  

El Mundo, 2012. Good plan to reform education (Editorial Comments), El Mundo, 1 Feb. p.3 

El Mundo, 2012. Legislating for the unemployed rather than for the unions (Editorial 

Comments), El Mundo, 7 Feb. p.3 

El Mundo, 2012. The unions arm wrestle politically against Rajoy (Editorial Comments), El 

Mundo, 10 Mar. p.3 

El Mundo, 2012. Youth unemployment keeps the King awake, El Mundo, 15 Mar. p.6 

Mucha, M., 2012. (Unemployed) Spaniards in the world from Oslo to Lapland, El Mundo 

Domingo, 26 Feb. p.10-11 

Müller, J., 2012. Youth unemployment has left us in ‘Defcon 2’, El Mundo, 10 Feb. p.29 

Polo, S., 2012. Frustrated generation, El Mundo G/U/Campus, 15 Feb. p.1-3 

Segovia, C., 2012. Extremely aggressive reform, El Mundo, 10 Feb. p.28 

Segovia, C., 2012. Government division by the creation of a new contract for young people, 

El Mundo, 7 Feb. p.6 

Segovia, C., 2012. Less dismissal and more trial months in the new contract, El Mundo, 10 

Feb. p.1 

Ramírez, B., 2012. Neither single contract nor ‘mini-jobs’ nor cutting benefits, El Mundo, 8 

Feb. p.29 


