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beatrice kennedy received her medical degree from Uppsala University in 
2011, and is currently a clinical resident at the Endocrinology and Diabetes 
unit at Uppsala University Hospital. She has since 2013 conducted her docto-
ral research at Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics at Örebro University 
Hospital. Her research interests include the study of childhood and adolescent 
characteristics relevant to cancer occurrence.  

This thesis investigates the associations between bereavement, stress resilience, 
and cancer. One area is concerned with potential long-term consequences of 
childhood bereavement, which may include altered stress reactivity as well 
as cancer development in early adulthood. The second area focuses on stress 
resilience in late adolescence, and how compromised resilience may be associa-
ted with use of addictive substances, as well as with different types of cancer. 
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