PETRE BREAZU is a researcher in media and communication
and he works on Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis to
examine how racism and other forms of discrimination are
discursively reproduced across various media. Breazu’s re-
search interests also include right-wing populist discourses,
visual ideologies and visual communication. He completed
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In Representing the Roma in Romanian Media: A Multimodal Critical Discourse
Analysis the author addressed the case of the poorest and most underprivileged
ethnic minority in Europe. He conducted an in-depth Multimodal Critical
Discourse Analysis (MCDA) to reveal what kind of discourses are used in
Romanian media to represent this minority group, after Romania joined
the European Union. The analysis in this thesis confirms the well-trodden
discourses in reference to Roma’s illiteracy, unconventional lifestyle, and
unwillingness to abide by the norms and values of civilization. In addition,
this research shows how these discourses have been incorporated into newer
forms, specific to the current political climate across Europe, increasingly
dominated by right-wing populist politics, where minority groups, such as the
Roma have become easy targets for politicians to justify their political failures
and are scapegoated for lack of jobs, declining economic prosperity, instability,
fears of immigration and of the loss of national autonomy and traditions.
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