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This thesis explores how animals and nature contribute to the emergence 
and organisation of situationally specific vocal herding music activities in 
Sweden. By demonstrating how more than human co-dependencies produce 
music, the thesis also takes an ethical standpoint and highlights how music 
in turn affects those who participated in its production. This ethical stand-
point is part of an ecomusicological and posthumanist enterprise where it 
is argued that by rendering neglected actors visible, and illustrating how an 
activity such as music is an interspecies affair, music research can contribute 
to understandings of more-than-human relationality in general. These un-
derstandings may contribute to more sustainable ways to live and act with a 
world beyond humanity. The empirical material consists of video- and sound 
recordings, as well as field notes, produced during 4 years of seasonal fieldwork 
at fäbod farms and in the forests of Sweden where kulning and other forms 
of vocal herding music took place. Through an affective ethnography based 
on microanalysis, the thesis maps how a song unfold through a situationally 
specific more-than-human relationality; the entanglements of multispecies 
bodies and herding music discourses are what constitute the act of singing 
and calling. While traditions and regulative ideas about vocal herding music 
clearly partake, the duration of a cow’s step, the rhythms and curvatures of 
goat and sheep bleats, and the topography of reverberations, also contribute 
to how singing emerges at a specific moment. As such, a herding song is never 
completely human, but rather a product of a multispecies kinship.
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